the Burmans shows, rarely, if ever, any thing
like & general or extensive movement among the
eople at any one point.
onts, is evidently only a question of time. The
voico of the people will eventually prevail, and

this remnant of ccclesinstionl despotiem be swept

away in the march of religious equality.

The ¢ First General Assembly of the Canada
Preshyterian Church,'' seems to have been a
most interosting and promising one, Since the
union of the ** Presbyterian” and the ‘¢ United
Presbyterian’ churches of Cunada in 1861, the
denominatiou has become so large that it has
been found dificylt to provide accommodation
for the large body constituting the Synod. Hence

the Assembly composed of delegates Irom the
differeut Presbyteries to the number of one-third
" of each. The first session was rendered peou-
liarly intoresting by the presence of a number of
very distinguished ministers from Great Britain
and Ireland. The Free Church of Scotland sent
Rev. Dr. Arnot, author of the valuable popular
worke on ** The Parables” and ** The Proverbs,’

and Rev. Dr. Blaikic. The U. P. Church of
Scotland the well known Dre. Edmond and Me-
Leod, the latter, not he of the Good Words, but
yet & man of considerable mark asa thinker and
writer. Then from Belfast were Rev. Dr. Watts
and Mr. Sinclair, The United States and Lower
Provinces, were also, I believe, represented.—
''hus it will be seen that the Presbyterians have
been the first to organize an Assembly represonts
ing the whole Dowinion. Other bodies will, no
doubt, soon follow suit, and itis to bo hoped that
our own denomivation, though not remarkable
for the strength of ite cohesive or centripetal
force,may not be far behind others in this respect.
Large and liberal measures—great attempte—are
pretty likely to result from a consciousness of
strength, and conecious strength is the result of
union and concentration,

It is not in my power, at present, to give any-
thing like a relinble view of the present state
and prospects of tho Baptists in Ontario, s
brought out by the various Assuciations recently
held, Those yearly gatherings seem on the
whole to have been well attended, and their de-
liberations cheerful and harmonious in a marked
degree. The contributions for the various de-
nominational objects, as Home and Foreign Mie-
sions, and Education, have been liberal. Dr,
Fyfe, who has been visiting as many of the
gatherings as possible, in the intercst of the
Woodstock Institute, has been considerably en.

couraged. The prospect for & time was that in

consequence of unforseen cxpensee such us usual-
ly attend the building of new effifices, and the
enlargement of general operatione, there might
be found at the close of the financial year a bur
den of debt still remaining. Thanks to the lib
erality of tho brethren in various quarters, there
is now good reason to hope that the treasurer
will be ablo. to exhibit to the Trustees, in July,
a clear balance sheet. Then our educational evs
terprise, freed from the incubus of debt, and
posscssed of enlarged facilities, will be able, we
trust to collect its energios for a still larger work
in the future, g T bl
The Fenian war-cloud which burst so softly and
disappeared #o quickly, has nevertheless, left o
somewhat ominous streak on the political hori-
zon. The marked difference in the estimate
formed of the value of U, 8, neutrality, and the
_mode in which the Great Republic discharged
its international obligations, by the press ol
Canada and that of Great Britain, may possibly
it is feared, give rise to difficulties in our rola-
tions to the mother country, Things look diffe-
rent from stand-points 3000 miles apart. Cana
dians are not unnaturally somewhat oxasperated
at the seridus interruption of their trade and
industries, and the heavy expense involved.in
these repeated alarms, They contrast the tardy
action of the U, 8. with the alaerity of their
own government indemnifying the losers by the
St. Alban’s raid, a lew years ago, and in taking
every precaution to prevent a repetition. That
raid was planned and executed in profound secre-
ry, only a portion of the marauders going from
" QCanadian soil, With how much secrecy the Fe-
nian movement has been carried on for the last
few years every body knows. Still there seems
good reason to hope that o satisfactory solution
may soon be found of the rather knotty question
of the relation of Great Britain in the future to
her colonies, and of them to her. British con-
pection is still fondly oherished by the great
body of our people, as the recent attempt of a
tew independentists in Monteeal bas fllustrated,
Their attompts to use o public meeting to pro-
mote their own ends, evoked a storm for which
they were probably scarcely prepared. Not till
it is clear that Great Britain is tired of the oon-
nection will the people of this section of the
Dominjon vote for its severance. When that
day comes, it will, no doubt demonstrate the
ability of the foster-child to walk alons. The
idea of wsecking support in the arme of
our powerful neighbour is entertained by no
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party of any Importance.

Hostilo - tariffs and
Fonian raids have given the guietus protty effoc-
tually to any dosires of that sort which may
have been cherished by somo in former years,
J.E. W,

For the Christian Mossenger,

LETTER FROM REV.A R. R,
CRAWLEY,

Bassrin, April 4th, 1870,
My Dear Messenger,—

100 ® in the shade ; what incredible height
it may have renched in the sun, I know not,
nor will hasaed my character for moderation by
attempting to guoss,  Enroute to the town of
Bassoin, my fortunes, for the prosent, are
committed to a Burman canoo,

This oraft is made from a hollowed log—the
desired height above the water being gained by
planks rudely fastened on and made tolerably
water-tight, at the point of connexion by a
mud-calking, This primitive barque is thirty
fect long, by four feet wide; a contrivance of
bamboo and thateh forms my state-room, and
sorves to protect me, effectually enough, from
the 5,00 sun-stroke-power, which blazes in our
skin at this scason of the year,

Five swarthy gymnasts (using that word in
its otymological, rathor than in its professional
significance) ~naked to the hips—n twist of
dirty wuslin round their heads ; about their
loine & yard or two of gingham or ealico, in.
nocent of water from_the day it left the loom
until now==these are my crew, Threo of them
are sitting on o bamboo flooring, on a level with
the gunwale of the canoe with nothing to brace
their feet agninst, and going through a perform.
ance a8 near akin to rowing as is possible in
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such a conetrained position,
holde the oaptainoy, and the steering oar. The
fifth is my cook, and
for physical sustentation, but how and why?
well it is best for something's ke not to wsk.

These men are all sitting in the sun, unpro-
teoted, except by conrse ocutton blankots, many
times folded and thrown loosely over their
heads.

Two of them wear a sort of umbrel a hat,
made of dry leaves and bamboo basket work ;
which head-gear makes them look like exaggara-
ted mushrooms.

The canoe being long, narrow, and shallow
exhibits an cccentric tendency to turn upaide.
down about vnce in five minutes=not conducive
to general serenity of nerves and temper,

Leaving Henthada at 9 P. M., yesterday it
took us till daylight this morning to stem the
Irriwaddi up to the branch of the great river
which leads to Bassoin,

Just before leaving Henthada 1 had oocasion
to call on the gentlomun who is at the head of
the judicinl department of the Distrios.

Hie verandah was in a state of exiraordinary
confusion. The appearance was as if a sudden
outsbreak of fire in the house had made an im.
perative domand for unusual quantities of
water, whioh stood in pools under the house,
while it had been poured without stint all
over the verandah floor, Chatties or water jare,
were scattered about in great profusion and
disorder. The explavation of this singular
scene is found in the fact that this is the scason
of the Burmese ** water festival "’ by which
they celobrate their New Year. Every body ie
supposed to allow any body to squirt, or pour,
or throw on or at them water ad libitum, But
whenoe the origin of this strange oustom [ have
not been able to ascertain.

Capt—is  good-natured man, and very fat
withal, and the heat being excessive the Bur-
mans discovered that he would sit and receive,
undisturbed, any number of the ohattios of
water: discharged on his magistorial head.

Bro. Douglass of the Bassein Mission will be
remembered Ly many ol your readers.

His death ocourred while 1 was at home. A
new missionary, Rev. M. Jawmison, arrvived a
oouple of months ago to ocoupy the vacant post
Without the language, new to the work, a
missicnary finds yressing upon him a variety of
olaime, to which he cannot possibly attend ; at
the request of Mre. Douglass and Mr, Jamieson
I am now proceeding to rendor such assistanve
a8 [ may.

25th. Since the last entry I have arrived at
Basscin, and have been in company with Me.
Jamison travelling by boat among the villages.
His adventures and experiences, in the constant
struggle day by day domanded in the effort to
acquire the language, are interosting tc me be-
oause they revive memories of the same passage
in my own lile,

Mr, Jamison's predecessor was called home at
a notable period in the history of the Bassein
mission, The record of missionary work among

The fourth man

produces all that is needed ghe church membership has been larg
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has been wade by ?Mhoring in"hidre
ono, t two, in another place five, and so
on. But a short time before Bro, 1)'s illness,
he baptised fourteen in one vill These were
the majority of those who applied for baptism
at that time, Since then the number of ap-
plicants has increased until now there are moro
than thirty who profess faith in Christ, and
wish to receive the rite, We spsnt Saturday
lmd Sunday at the ‘village where these people
ive,

Eight persons wore exarined, five apgumd.
and Bro. Jameson baptised them on Sunday
evening before a large assombly of heathens,

A word of oxplanution is necessary here ; if
the whole number of inquirers, or professed
converts, was thirty or more, why did only
oight apply for baptism ? The others were ab.
sent,

The basiness of the village coneists mainly,
in the manufacture of Gnapee, the universally
used condiment of the Burmese, In the pre-
paration of this lwaury (in plain Saxon rotten
fish) nearly the whole dry season is spent at the
soa-shore. ~ Accompanied by their fragrant har-
vest of the sea, the fishermen will all have re-
turned to their houses about a month hence,
when it will be necessary to make another visit
to this village. :

Bassein, April 28th, letters from home ! and
papers! writing therefure is out of place for the
present. More anon,

: Youre Nthfull*i
Artuvr R. R, Crawirzy,

»
For the Christian Messenger.

AN ADDRESS TO REV. E. N,
ARCHIBALD.

Dear Brother,—

As you have resolved to leave our Island for
another sphere of labour, and your connection
with us a# Pastor must now be terminated, we
wish to oxpress our sincere gratitude for the
faithful and devoted manner in which you
have discha the duties of that sacred
with us forabout five years. You have served
the Muater whow you love, and ours has been
tho benefit, Since your connection with us the

\{m;men&-
:d. ‘md o vital activity infused intoall its organ-
sation,

Your efforts in tho Sabbath School also have
boen blessed, making it a valuable auxiliary of
the Church,

With your departure we loose a brother’s
love, and more than a brother's watch care, Be
nssured, that wherover you lot may be onst, you
will still have among us loving hearts who ever
remember you before a throne of grace in ear-
nest prayers for your luﬁn&wolﬁ\w. As you
are going to enm in the Master's service, we
commend you ia love and protection for he
has left the blissful prowmise, ** Lo, 1 am with

u always even unto the end ol the world.”.

Iny he still more fully bless your labours and
give you larger sheaves of the eternal harvest,

e trust that your beloved partner's strength
will be recruited by a change of climate, and
that she will find lmrplnm and (comfort in the
bosom of dear christian friends.

Wo part, Dear Brother and Sister, but not
without hope. Should we never enjoy each
others society on earth again, wo trust that we
will one day meet where parting is known no
more, but the Great Shogb himself shall
lond us by the river of live in the Paradise of
our Futher's home,

Signed in behall of the Church
Fraxcis Baix, C}«&.

REPLY TO ADDRESS PRESENTED BY THE CHURCH AT
NORTH RIVER.

Beloved brothers and sisters,~This is the
golemn hour of our separation, It has como to
mo and 1 doubt not to you at a time and in a
way wo little expeoted, Our great God guides
his children with sovereign hand. Happy are
wo it we know by the impressions ot h ug irit
that he Is leading us, We have but one short
life to live How should all that be wpent in
his service where and Aow he would

ve us
labor. - 5

My coming to your beloved Island in the sum-
mer of 1805, just at the opening of my ministr
was attended With mwany fears, But as 1 loo

back and and recall my warm reception by loving
hoarts, my ordination at your hands, the (requent
baptisws, the holy stirrings of the sphit through
the truth which we have unitedly held forth and
the ohristian love that has bownd us together as

stor and people, | feel that there is no room

doubt that | was guided hitherby o ur loving

Lord. And now that 1 have dec to leave
you, 1 caenot but feel Hiw to be the same Fath-
er who now bids me go for him to another cor-
nor of hig, great harvest-field,

You speak of the benefit I have been to riw
Be nssured that mine hus boen greater, acoordin
to that faithful saying ** He that wutereth nbaﬂ
be watored also himeelf." -

" The dear ohildren of your homes and of the
Sabbath Sohool-—=may Josus fold them in his
arms t0 his heart of blessing, Long shall
that Commentary, their parting gift, be a witnoss
before me of the tender love of children for one
who sceks the welfare of their souls,

You speak affectionately of my future—that

it may be fruitful, happy sod glorious. The Lurd

rant this to you also: then shall we meet in
alory-lmd t0 wecp the P‘"‘:’ tear, no, never !
Many thanke for your kind wishes and pray-
ere for my beloved partner. Permit mo to ex-

pross her udw.mﬂwdo with my own, nurturs |

od as it has wnder the oontinued sun of
your groat .

Aud now in lot mosay that wy un-
ceasing

or be for isy.
To this enmq it not be hn’:u NW w

send you & pastor moroable to bless you than I have
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ever been, ‘* Finally brethren Farewell. Be
rfect, be of good comfort, be of one mind ; live
n peace, and the God of love and peace shall be
with you,"
E. N. Arcunatp.

For the Chnstian Messenge&
IN MEMOR1TAM.

MRS, J. J. BROWN, JUN.

Some ten ago the nts of the subject
of this notice woio%?l in 5'.? ion of four
daughters, comely in person—respeotablo for
their abilities and attainments—amiable in die-
position—and, to crown all, endowed and;
adorned with the grace of God. These sisters
have now all of them been taken u\n{. One
of them was removed in the r 1800; a
seoond in the year 1805 ; a third, in the year
1868. The youngest, and last surviving of
these, Mrs, J. J, mown. Jun.. gave brith to a
son, her third ohild, on Thureday, the 9th ult.
An& then, while those around her were looking
for her recovery in due course, on Lord’s Day
morning, the 19th ult,, she wae attacked by
congestion of the brain, which in less than
three hours ended in death, To her memory
this brief record is dedioated.

She was born at Sheffield, England, Oct. 21,
1841 ; and was thus, at the time of her deccare,
in the 20th * year of her age. When about
thirteen fynn of ago she experienced the saving

wer of the gospol; and wae baptized into the
ellowehip of the Firet Baptist Churcn at Yar-
mouth, N, 8, = In appearing before the church
on that occasion she uttered only these three
brief but comprehensive worde :—* I hate sin—
[ love Christ—and I love all who love him."
Much more than this she said in private con-
versation at that time ; revealing an acquaint.
ance with the way of salvation not almfc pos-
sessed-hy many professors who have attained to
far riper yoars, Yet this surely, springing warm
and fresh from the heart, was enough. So the
chureh thou?ht: and, on her prolession, as
here given, gladly received her, All who have
known her have known, that from that early
day to the end of her short career, embracing &
E::iod of mixteen years, her life has been in

utiful harmony with her position as an
avowed disciple of the croes,

In the year 1804, little more than six yeare
since, sho beéame a wife. Her married life has
been greatly varied. She has been to soa with
her husband ; has repeatedly crossed the Atlan-
tio; and visited Canada, the Statee, New
Brunswick, Scotland, England, Wales, and
Cuba., Twice has she suffered shipwreok.
Amid these manifold ohanges and perils, she
has maintained a remarkable calmness, bravery,
and equanimity ; which qualities seemed but to
rise into more vigorous action with the great-
ness of the danger to whioh she was exposed.
After her second wrook, in - 1800, she re-
turned to her parental roof; beneath which,
while her husband has been ** doing busincss-
on the wmighty waters,” she has since had her-
more stated residence, and whenoe she has now
been transferred to her * Father's house on
hl*.” ;

here is nothing to be said about a dying ox-
grionoo in the case of the departed. The at-
ok which removed her hence reduced her ut
onoe to utter ineensibility, and she knew not
that the sentence ot death was upon her. This,
however, although it may occasion regret, need
awaken no anxiety, Her fmt acovunt had
long since boen made up. Jesus stood ready to
receive her, and to answer for her before the
throne of heaven; and to his suretyship, she
wmay gladly be confided, A life of faith and
love involves the assurance of safety in a” dying
hour, whatever the circumstances of that hour

muty prove to be.

t may be added, that since the removal of
the deceased, a journal kept by her has cowe
to light, embracing records-in regard to a fow
of her later . It refers, not to external
facts alone, but also to internal feelings and
oxperiences. It shews, that while the conduct
of the deccused was consistent with her profes.
sion, that that conduct sprang from the move-
ments of the new heart, In these movements
there are distinotly visible, on the one hand, the
struggles of the renowed pature against earth,
and sin, and, on the other, the ascent of that
nature towards the heavenly and eternal. That
heavenly is now reached. eternal is now
begun. Thus there rowains nothing to sur-
vivors, 80 fur as the de one is concerned,
save sentiments of thankfulness and joy ; while
for themselves, they are summoned afresh, and
by new niotives, to become ** followers of them
who through faith and patience inherit the
prowmises,”

The Rev, Robert Wilson, until mntlg |§nor
of the Congregational Church at Sheffield, N.B.,
now on & visit to this eity, kindly and most
efliciently improved the death of Mrs. Brown en
Lord's Day evening, the 20th ult. His text
was Rev. xiv. 14. ** And 1 looked, and be-
hold & white eloud ; and upon the cloud one
sat Jike unto the Son of man, havlns on his
head & golden crown, and in his band a sharp
sickle.’” The subject deduced from the text
was, Christ reaping the death harvest of his peo-
ple. Would that the providence of God, and
the word of God may be hlessed to tho bringing
forth 'ol' the fruits of salvation in days yet to

come ! J. Davi,
Chario! iown, July 1, 1870,
| Visiter will please copy.]

[The fact does not appear very distinctly {rom
the above that Mre. Brown was the last surviving
daughter of Rev, John Davis, We supploment
this item, and would take the opportunity ofex-
pressing our warmiest aympathy with the parents
and frionds in their vad loss.—Ep.C. M.]
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