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BIBLE TIMES.

We often mako uso of this. expression,
Whit do we mean by it? Some persons
may be ready to say that we mean the
times in which the Bible was written, - But
a momeont's thought will -show that- the
term, us commonly employed, has & more
oxteusive apphoation, ivcluding also the
long period of two or.three thousand years
(nccording to the received chrouology),
before the scripture record was commenced.
The meaning usually uttachoed to the phrase
. is, the times spoken of in the Bible;~those
ages during whiéh the events narrated in
Scripture ochurred, extending from the
oreation and full of our first parents to the
close of the New Testament gmory. And
so,when one spenks of incidents, or customs,
or the condition of the people in Bible
times, wo think of anciont times in Kast.
orn countries,
dance with truth?

If prodictions, promises aud procopts
relating to ages more recent than the Chris-
tian era, or still future, aro a part of the
Bible ; und if they claim our fuith and ob.
odienco ns much as any other portion of
the sacred Book; and if they are as impor-
taut to us as similar utterances were to
people living at or before the apostolio
age ; then surely we are living “vn Bible
lames, | '
~ Some say, ** The days of special inter-
position of God have gone by: - When the
volume of revelation was completed, the
Almighty ceased to manifest His presence
and power in the world as He had done
formerly,~-and having given to men all

they needed * for doctrine, for reproof,|

for instruction in righteousness,” He
thonceforward allowed the course of events
to proceed mcoording to ostablished laws
controlling the conditions and aotions -of
mind and matter. Inspiration, angels’
visits, prophet visions, miraculous works
aro things of the past, These are matter
of fact times, Many would cven have us
believe that the religion which was suitable
for the world twelve centuries ago .will not
do now-n.days, DBut all this is false.
Miracles and wonders are occurring con.
tinually, and the direct influence of the
divine BSpirit is experienced now as of
old. The propagation of the Christian
religion is the work of God going on still,
. Whenever a sinner is converted, it is a
manifestation of the same supernatural
power that cast out demons and raised- the
dead.

It might with equal truth have been
said during the four centurios before Christ's
advent, that ** Biblo Times” were ended.
True, there was the expectation of the
Messiah, Many, doubtless, like the devout
Simeon and Anna the prophetess, were
eagerly looking for the promised deliverer,
But. now, in like manner, the faithful ** look
for His appearing,” when he shall “ come
the sccond time, without sin, unto salvation.
Grod bae o poople on earth now as from the
boginning. He is still graciously guiding
and strengthening and trying and comfor.
ting His poople ; #o that the language of
of the psalmists and others whose experi.
ence is told inthe inspired volume is found
adapted to the wants of Christians now.
_Prophecies aro in course of fufilment and
are yet to be fulfilled. ‘The rocord of their
fulfilment, and the whole history of the
Ohristian Churoh are a part of thu history
of God's dealings with men, as truly as
the narratives in the * Chronicles” snl the
‘““ Aots.” This is tho time in whioh the
disciples of Ohrist were to ** go into all the
world and preach the gospel to evory
oreature.” The present is a portion of the
time meant when Jesus said, * Lo, [ am
with you always, even unto the end of the
world.” This is the time when ** whoso-
over believeth and is baptized shall be sav.
ed,” and when ** the earnest prayer of a
righteous man avails much.”

f the days of special interference of the
. Almighty in the oconcerns of Shuman lifo

@
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Now is this idea in acoor- Tt

have passed away, whon did they terminate }
When did it conse to boe truo that ** mef
ought always to pray "' And sinoe what
dato has it been presumptuous and wron
for any one to pray, as the apostle Pau
did, ** that utterance might be given” him,
or that events might be so ordered as that
ho might ** be delivered from wiocked men,”
or tbl’e ho might ** soe the face” of his bre-
thren? -

There wero stupendous miracles wrought
on the earth bofore the religion of Ohrist
was ostablished ; but the events of the fu.
ture will be as wonderful and extraordinary
as any of those in the past. Pharaoh and’
his host when pursuing tho Israclites, Neb.
uchadoexzar and his army when besieging
Jerusalom, Augustus Cewesar and the dis.

tinguished mon who adorned his court,—|

wero quito unconscious that they were liv.
ing in Bible Times. 'They knew not that
Johovah was the Kinf of kings, over-ruling
all the affuirs of their realms, and of the
world, Let us, luwins been taught the
truth, humbly acknowledge that now, just
as truly and in the same manner as ever,
“ the Lord reigne.”” It is always ** Bible

My, Editor =

The thoughts whioh- T have attempted
to express have been in my wind for -some
yedrs and were roughly jotted down wmore
than a year ago.. The interesting ‘disous.
sion on ** Special Providences™ has led me
to arrange them for publication, Since
composing4ho above I have read brother
Rand's letter in your last issue, and find
many thoughts brought out by him similar
to what I have written,

B

gomouiber the Lord.” A touching and ap-
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propriate exhortation.
he Apostlo -Johu lived to extreme old
age., We are indebted to Jeromo (died
A. D. 420) for the wmention of an incident
which may be regarded as truly character-
istio of the beloved disciples When he
‘ could no longer walk to tﬁo meotings ot
the churoh, but was borne  thither by his
disciples, he always uttered the samo adcress
to the church; he reminded them of that
one commandment which he had received
from Christ himself a% comprising all the
rost, and forming the distinotion of the new
covenant, * My children love one another.
And whon asked why he always repeated
the same thing, he replied, * That if this
one thing were attained,it would be enough.
(Neander's ** Planting and Training of
the Christian Church.” Book v. OCh,
2.).
; SINGING HYMNS TO CHRIST.
The correspondence between Pliny the
Younger and the emperor Trajan (A. D,
110) respecting the christians of the pro-
vince of Bithynia, which was under his
overnmont, remarkably interesting.
o tells tho emperor of the wonderful pro.
gress of the new sect, and how pagan
worship had been almost discontinued
among the people, but had begun to revive
since the adoption of repres¥ive measures.
He asks advige as to the right course of pro-
cedure, for he was evidently bafled and per-
plexed, Ile bears testimony to the pure
morality practised by the Christians, In
speaking of their worship he ways that they
were aocustomed to meet on a stated day
(which was Sunday), very early in th¢ morn-

- Yours sincerely, God,". . .
: | Luxs, % The inforence is, that those early ohris-
Jan, 22nd, 1870, tians were not Unitarians, as the deniers of
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Dear Brother, = :

It was to be oxrootod that many tales
and traditions would be found floating about
in society after the deaths of the Apostles.
Their position as foundérs of the Church,
under Christ, and their extended journey-
ings in almost every part of the Rowan Em.
pire, rendered it probable that many ro-
ports would get into oirculation respec-
ting them, But it was hardly to be sup-
posed that such reports would always be
woll-founded, A tondency to exaggerate,
and even to invent, carly appeared amon
professors of Cbrilthnitr. and provoﬁ
very mischiévous, ns the Tracts contained
in what is called the ** Apoeryphba" of the
Now Testamont olearly show. Now and
then, however, an ancedote turns up which
bas o semblance of reality.

ANECDOTES OF TETER AND JONN,

Ambrose (who lived in the fourth century)
says that when the persecution under Nero

| Antiooh,

our Lord's divinity are now called. They
worshipped “Christ.  Singing, with them,
was an act of praise, as it ought always fo
be. Whatever causes: for ocomplaint, or
humiliation, or sorrow might exist, the
did not sing about them, They sung ** wit
w gladsome wind."” :

THE BUDDINGS OF PRIESTCRAFT,

A desire for pre-eminence early showed
itself amongthe disciples, - Jamesand John
asked to sit, one on the Lord's right hand,
and the other on his left, in his kingdom,
and weresharply rebuked by him for their
ambition. On the very last night of his
publio lifs on earth, ** there was a strife
among them, which of them should be ac-
counted the greatest,” und in that ** strife”
all the apostles took part. When Peter
admonished the eldors not to act as ** Lords
over God's heritage,” the style ot his ad.
monition implies that some were disposed
to do so, 4 | ;

The Apostle John had not been in his
grave twenty years when the spirit of
priosteraft blazed up all of a sudden at
If the Kpistles now aseribed to
Iguatius are genuine (which, I must confess
there is great reason to doubt), priestly
notions had made rapid strides in a short

broko out, Peter, who was then in Rome, {time. We find the following sentences in

deterwined to leave the city. He had not
one far, when he met the Saviour, walk.
g towards the oity ** Domine, guo vadis "
said the apostle ; that is, ** Lord, whither
art thou going "' ** I am coming to Rome,"
wus tho reply, *‘to be crucified again,"
Poter felt the reproof, retraced his steps,
and was soon afterwards crowned with
martrydom, Io after ages a church was
built on the spot, whioh remains to this day.
They called it the church of Domine quo
vadw. ‘' On the floor of tho ohurch is a
marble slab, with a facsimile of the foot-
marks of our Saviour, which are said to have
been left upon the block of the road pave.
ment o which he stood ; the original, in
black lava, is preserved among the most
precious relios of the neighbouring basilica
of San Bebastiano.” (Murray’s Hand-Book
of Rome, p. 819).

Poter was » warried man, and had a
family, Ilis wife sometimes accompanied
him on his missionary excursions. She
preceded him in martyrdom. Clement of
Alexandria (died about A, D. 220) rolates
that when Peter saw her led to execution

he addressed ber by namo, and said, *“O wmen who ought to ** stand fast in the liberty 'express

¥

his lefters :==** Lot us be careful not to re-
sist the bilhO? in order that we may be
subject to God,”  ** Itis plain, therefore,
that we must regard the bishop as the Lord
himself ;" —* Yo are subject to the bishop
a8 to Jesus Christ;" ** He who does any
thing without the bishop, and the presby-
tery, and the deacon, is not clear in his
consolence ;"=** It is not lawful either to
baptize or to celebrate a love.feast without
the bishop, and whatever he approves is
well-rlusln to God ;""—* Have regard to
the bishop, that God may have regard to
you ;""==**My soul for theirs who are subject
to the bishops, the presbyters, the -deacons
may I have part with them in God!"
many other passages might be adduoed.
Now, we meet with nothing like this in
the Now Testament. Here was the be-
inning of the apostasy, the departure from
a)e faith which had been foretold by the
Apostle Paul. It grew afterwards amaz.
ingly. At length, it overshadowed every.

thing else. Romanism is priest—priest—
priest ; nothing can be done without the
priest. Ritualism proudly follows. And

ing, and to sing hymos to Christ,- as their

WHOLE SERIES
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whencewith Christ hath made us free” are
content to be slaves, The priest is between
them.and the Lord. They kneel in confes-
sion, -They thankfully regeive absolution.

But théir peace is not the peace of God.

Faith is ** made void,” They * or{. peace
peace, whon there is no peace.” Many of
them, it is to fuared, will ** lie down in sor-
row.”

UNAUTHORISED ADDITIONS,
Christ's ordinances are few and simple.
They are—the ordindnce of baptism—the

ordinance of the supper—the ordinance of
the Lord’s day.

Justin Martyr (died A.D., 165) des-

cribes christian worship in his celebrated
‘* Apology,” addressed to the Kmperor
Antoninus Pius. In speaking of the Lord's
supper ho says that wine mized with water
was brought to the ** president,” and by

him given to the deacons, after thanksgiv.

-ling for distribution ; and that after the -

service portions of the elements were taken
to absent members,

Hero are two innovations—the mixin

of water with the wine, and the sending of -

portions to the absent. It is not necessary
to inquire into the origin of these customs,
for the opinions of antiquarians, and of the
Fathers, differ exceedingly. Suffice it to
observe, that they are gnnovationl. inas-
much as they do not appear in the New
Testament. If some think that it is use-
less to trouble ourselves about such trifles
let it be borne in mind that the accumula-
tion.of these ** trifles” has become a ocom-
licated system of service—that the whole
1s regarded as religious and divine—and
that men are taught to look upon it as a
part of Christianity, which is thus identified
with ** weak and beggarly elements,” and
ceremonial niceties, as far removed as
possible-from the sublime simplicity of the
original. Hence, superstition on the one
hand, and infidelity on the other. Woeo
shall not get rid of them ti!l we reéturn to
the unadulterated laws of the Lord Jesus
Christ. . |
The .work of addition went on, Pagan
and Jewish usages wero adopted in Chris-
tian services, -and still romain there, in
some communities, Romanists are fond of
tracing their coremonies to the decrees of
the bishops of lome, the supposed sucoes-
sors of Peter. In endeavouring to substan-
tiate their claims they have rested on the
authority of forged documents, That ini.
quity will be exposed in my next.
; Yours truly,

Feb. 1, 1870,

A — 8 B - ——— - ———————

Ermscorar.—Another prosecution for
an infrigement of the Privy Council judg-
ment prohibiting the use of altar lighu and
inconse, is now pending in the Court of
Arches, The suit was commenced by Dr,
Sumner, before he resigned the bishoprio
of Winchester, and the defendant is the
incumbent of St. Mitchael and All Augels,
Isle of Wight.

Father O'Neil who attracted some atten-
tion by a service at which he officiated in
London a short time since during the
the twelve days’ mission when a large num-
ber of candles were solemnly blessed and
afterwards carried in procession by peni-
tents, has recently been preaching at Ox-

ford, and on St. Stephen's Day preached a
sermon in tho new church of St. Darnabas,.

in that oity, in which he warmly advovated
tho Romish doctrine of the invocationyand
intercession of saints. After quoting and
detailing several miracles worlod,by the
body of St. Stephen about 450 A. »., he
begged the congregation to pray to _the
saints, and they would pray to God for them
for, said tho rev. father, * the effectual,
fervent prayer of a rightecus man availeth
much,” and finally concluded by lamenting
the loss of the shrines and rélios of saints
which once existed in Kngland, but which
were swept wway at the Reformation. In
the middle of-his discourse the preacher
clasped his hands together, and uain his
eyes to heaven invoked St. Paul, osJin

on bim to intercede for him if he said’

any thing amiss, and to give him power to
imself with readiness and fervour.
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