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Religious,

[We are glad to know that these exocel.
lent letters by Rev. Dr. Angus have been
very acceptable to our readers. They are
written in a style so well suited to ohristian
readers generally, and are divested of much
that is commonly found in such discussions,
which is intended for, and adapted to ouly
the theologian and the scholar.

We have preferred to give them without
abbreviation; from the last revision of their
author, rather than destroy their complete.
ness by omitting portions for the purpose
of bringing each one into the compass of
one issue. To any of our readers who
have not obtained a clear view of the sub.
ject from reading them, we recommend a
reperusal of the whole counsecutively, and
believe that in so doing their appreciation
of the glorious gospel of the blessed Geod,
will become deeper and broader, and their,
love of God and his holy law will be large-
ly inoreased.—KEp. C. M.]

THE FUTURE STATE OF THE
WICKED.

LETTER IIL.—ALLEVIATIONS,

THE PUNISHMENT OF SIN ONLY PART OF THR
TRUTH——DIVINE LOVE Af CLEARLY REVERALED—
GOD'S PUNISHMENTS ALWAYS QUESTIONED ~=WHAT
SIN IS, AND HOW GOD REGARDS IT—ARE POPULAR
VIEWS OF HELL ACCURATE ?-~MORE SAVED THAN
ANY OF US KNOW--WHAT OF OTHER ALLEVIA:
TIONS—UNIVERSALISN — ‘* ANOTHER CHANCE '~
ANNIHRILATION OF ALL SIN T-~DIFFICULTINS IN
SUCH ALLEVI:TIONS WHEN COMPARED WITH
SCRIPTURE.

1. It is a saying of Dr. Arnold's that the
three chapters in ans on election (ix.
~xi.). should never be read apart. The
ninth read by itself is a partial truth, and
gives a very erroneous impression of God's
plans. The three read together j
outburst with which the last closes, ** Of
Him, and tht Him, and to Him are all
things ; and to, Him be glory for ever”

.t discussion on future punishment,
apart from other truths, labors under the
same disadvantage. It describes God's
“ strange work."” It forms the dark shadow
of the picture of his dnh;:r—c picture
that is rich in light and in color, only when
this question is discussed apart they are
conocealed.

It is some alleviation of the mystery of
future punishment then that it « a partial
truth, It covers ooly a on of the
canvas. There are others that cover and
brighten the rest. It is a revelation of the
Divine holiness, and illustrates the evil of
sin. There are also revelations of the
Divine love that illustrate the freeness and
superabounding of grace. The whole trath
honors the Divine philanthropy, as well as
the Divine wrath, Both are set forth by
our Lord, and both are held by most Chris-
tians. The Gospel is supremely a message
of mervy; and it becomes a message
wrath ounly if men will not obey it and
believe.

It may be true that when we take in the

whole world, aud remember the state of

nations that have never heard of Christ,
the revelation of love is dim and mixed.
Yet even in their case God has not lefh
himself without witness; nor need we
scruple to that if men are fin
punished it will not be because they have
sinned, but because they have persisted in
sin against such light as they have; not
because they have failed even to desire it.
If any are unable to acoept this last
statement, it is still true that punishment
is only part of God's ways, and that underly-
ing it all there is a heart of infinite tender-
ness and &ity which would have all to be
saved. ¢ may fail to reconcile the
existenoa of sin with this fact to our own
satisfaction, but the faot itself we must
strenuously maintain; and herein is some

.u!‘.“'.l‘lhn stery of future mth‘r‘t.ctnwm Evorymt of

vated by the doubts of those whom it
is to iofluence. Men asem to think it
intrinsically improbable. And how can we
believe what has been qu in overy
age ! But these doubts are confir-
mations of the truth—alleviations of

mystery. There have always been ‘men

~

who questioned or denied the threatenings of
God's Word, ever thinking that they should
esoape, or abusing the riches of His
forbearance to strengthen the hope that
He would not punish. The first ﬁe told
on earth came in the form of a suggested
doubt of God's goodness: * Hath God
naid, Yo shall not eat of any of the trees
of the garden ! and the second in the form
of a deunial of his tAreatening : “ Ye shall
not surely die.” For a hundred and twenty
years, Noah, * the preacher of righteous-
ness,” warned the antediluvians of the
coming flood. They watched the buildins
of the Ark ; they probabli helped to buil

it. Yet they were moved by no fear ; they
deewed it a very needless precaution ; and
they perished. Lot had to be ‘ hastened”
out of Sodom. His message to his sons.
in-law, seemed as the ** words of one who
was joking,” and through uunbelief thoy
perished. The ocaptivity and the final
overthrow of Jerusalem, though both fore-
told again and again, came upon men
‘“‘wnawares." They were ‘‘eating and
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage,”
till God swept them allaway. The Apostle
Peter coufirms these conclusions, and tells
us that the infidelity of the last days will
show itself chiefly on this question. Men
will deny the reality of the Judgment,
among other reasous, because in the
constancy of the great laws of Nature they
think they see a proof that it will never
come. ** All things continue as they
were,” say they, ‘‘since the be’inning-of
the Creation,” The Bible is largely a
history- of God's judgments on men and
nations, and yet men still say—** dreams,”
‘“ fanatioc fears"—'‘God is too good to
inflict them.” No new thing, at all ovents,
bas bhappened to us. The mystery of
wide-spread unbelipf in relation to this
solemn theme is only what prophets and

the | righteous men have had to struggle against

in !

Tbmm .:.m snd‘-um alleviate other
dificulties besides those created by the
unbelief of men. How shocking it must
have seomed to our first parents had thoy
foreseen all the consequences of their sin—
that one sin—what misery, what sins it was
to entail. To have been toldof them would
have excited the profoundest wonder. To
bave believed in what was told them would
have made Paradise itself intolorable,

How little is it men know, how easily
they sin, how fearful and mysterious under
a governmeunt of Alnishx power and love
their wing and the penalties that
follow ! e prophet's scroll, written
within and without, ** with mourning and
lamentation and woe"—sin tingeing and
staining all—is the history of our race;
and when we attempt to recouncile it with
Divine love and holiness we can ouly bow
before the mystery, and, through our faith,
believe it right, ‘ho miseries and sios of
men which have lasted for ages, aund will
last on any suppositions for ages to come,
are as little isable by the imagination,
would be as oppressive, all things con.
sidered, if they were realized, and are
well-nigh as bhard to reconcile by mere
reason with the Divine gooduess, as eternal
punishment itself! And yet, alas! they
are none the less true.

In short, neither general disbelief nor

ally | profound mystery in the faots is any proof

nst the reality of the facts thewmselves.
ere is somo relief !

8, It would be a further alleviation if we
were  to ascertain what the sin is against
which everlasting punishment is denounced,

with what ug God regards it,

I cannot say that I:only the rejection
of the G &om in most of the

which d everlasting pun-

ment that is the sin condemned, There
are expressions no less strong against the
fearful immorality in whioch ungodliness
euds. I can say, however that in most

' it is not a single sin that ends in

the law and priveiple of the has
" vhht:d y men who are now safe
with God. The tenses and the words of

[ — OOV ———

times this truth is concealed.by our version
as when itis said, “ If we sin wilfully,”
when the meaning is * if we go on in sin;"
sometimes by a misunderstanding of the
meaning, as when men condlude that a werd
against the Holy Ghost will ruin them. I
cannot now discuss the question ; I only
repeat the ' conviotion . that everlastin
punishment is the result only of habits o
sin, of ungodliness, or of disbelief. Men
ma&b. saved by acts—true penitence and
faith, for example, in a dying hour. Men
are destroyed only bg character, by the sin
or the impenitence that is habitual.

Not that single sins are other than fearful
evils, Under law, and in the ocase of a
holy being a single sin is a fall—a fall that
may bring death, and in its issues endlesa
woe. Kven under a dispensation of grace
a single siu is ruin if the sinner appeal to
law. They are single sins, moreover, that
form character, and that reveal it. Nor
can any finite mind tell the fearful conse-

uences a single sin mway produce. All
is; however, leaves untouched my previ-
ous statement,

And how does God regard these sins and
the sinful nature from which they spring?
The strongest language of Scripture is re-
served to desoribe His feeling in relation
to them, His purpose to punish them. Is
it not sigonificant that as men grow in holi-
ness they grow in their appreciation of the
evil of them, while their sense of personal
sinfulness deepens with their growth? I
cannot think tnt God will punish my fel-
lows ecternally,” said one of the most in.
telligent and holy defenders of annihilation,
‘* though I feel that eternal punishment is
what my sins have deserved.” The oase is
that the best amongst us fails to feel what
sin is. Everything in us and everything
around us lessens our sense of its evil. We
frame excuses for men, and often speak of
sin in slighting terms—acts and states
alike. It seoms so natyral. But this
tendeney of ours Soripture never sanctions.
It shows indeed the utmost tenderness to
the errors of the man who is on the whole
struggling after holiness ; but men who sin
“with a will," who *take pleasure in
iniquity,” who yield to coward fears, to
disbelief aud sin, are spoken of by
our Lord and by His agonlu in langum
that ought to ring in the ears of us
Here is some relief. :

How amasing the following'seems : “Evil
that is conguered, suffering that is proba.
tionary, . . . are exemplified throug-
out the whole system of nature. . . “1t
is when probation ends the difficulty begius.
It is when the agony leads to no amend-
ment, when suffering plunges the soul deep-
er to all eternity, that the diffioulty becomes
terrible. . . Beyond question no analogy
tending to remove the difficulty of believing
this can be discovered within the whole
universe as known to man. . . An
eternity of pause~—of aimless, endless
Kdn; « «+ tothis the realm of nature

as absglutely no analogue.”

What has no analogue—‘‘ the eternity
of” pain? Nobody ever said it had, or
can have, s time. Or is it the ** aimless

asin”? Who said pain was aimless ?

he very case supposed is that endless pain
has the same aim as all penal suffering now
—the maiatenance of holincss, and the
geueral interest of the universe; or is it
‘* the agony that leads to no amendment—
t.¢,, in the sufferer”? Alas! analogues
are innumerable. IHas the writer forgotten
his In Memoriam, or his Butler, or the
history of thousands and millions who have
only suffered without any koown good to
themselves, even when their example has
suggested lessons to the race ! or he
suppose that the devil and evil spirits are
“ irogrouin. " in penitence ?

[t is, in fact, as easy to conceive of cir-
cumstances that make oternal punishment
subservient to the interests of the univerte
as 1o conceive of ciroumstances that justly
the existence of sin, or the misery of
brutes. ** Overruled for good,” ** unavoid-

able,” ** conducive, on the whole, to the

, holiness and happiness of the vast universe
iptare all imply, when fairly in 06, | of God," nmnplnml; are conoeiva- '
. tp:‘«.&o ;::“:‘“‘ bly applicable to them all. s o3

"8 'day, but the drit of & life. ‘&f‘ 4. Perhape there would be alleviation of
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the mystery if we had juster conceptions of
what hell is, and of what the state of the
lost ijnvolves. Popular conceptions are
taken largely.from the imagery of Seripture,
aud from lurid sketches drawn by Dante
and the poets. Hence men have come to
speak of the lost as in flames, as denlrlng
to reform, but kept in torment by a drea
neoessity against their better purposes, and
for the sina of a life long since ended,—
as writhing under pains which it is sup-
posed must bave worked repentance ages
. .

What if much of thia teaching is o
mistake! What if the case be that our
life is a probation, that if our natare is to
be healed at all it must be healed on this
side of the judgment, and that if not healed
we take it with us—its passions and habits
strengthened—into our future life, and our
last state becomes worse,~not only more
miserable but morally worse—than the
first ?

What if the sin which makes hell here.
after is still loved, even as the sin which
makes hell now ; passion and rebelliousness
being preferred in the other life, with all
their consequences, even as they are
preferred in this? What if the sinner suffer
there only what he chooses to suffer?
What if men live for ever, smitten with the
leprosy of hatred to a God of blended
holinesy and love, and with intensest
selfishness—their condition at once their
choice and their penalty. The werm that

never dies may be the self-accusation of

their own hearts, and the fire that is never

quenched may be the burning eagorness

with which they cherish perverse desires,
an eagerness that blights and blasts every.
thing holy. There are“no doubt positive
unishments as there are positive rewards,
tut the descriptions of each are largely
figurative — * pearly gates,” *‘ golden
streets, ”  * flaming fire,” ** ascending
smoke.” Hell and heaven, however, are
characters as well as plages. Nor must we
confound the imagery. with the truths it
represents. Continued punisbment means
continued sin ; continued sin implies voli-
tion, and excludes penitence. Here again
there is some relief. 3

8. It is some alleviation that many more
may be saved through God's grace than the
nond large-hearted among us have sup-

osed.
' Within the last two hundred and fifty
years there have been oreeds, or interpre-
tations of oreeds, that doomed even infants
dying in iofancy to eternal  conscious
punishment. There are creeds now that
consign all the heathen and all Christendom,
with few exceptions, to the same destiny,
There are also reasoners who press these
views, that men way be driven to seek
relief, such as it is, in the belief of an-
nihilation or of universal restoration.

But it becomes us to beware of such
language. All that live and die rejooti
the Gospel, perish—~that we koow. A
that live and die lovin‘and praotising sin,
knowing the right and having their hearts
set in them to do the wrong, perish—that
we koow. Seripture is no respecter of
persons. If our literary men, our states-
men—tho men whom we all delight to
honour—live and die loving and rejecting
Christ, we can have po hope for them, as
neither can we hope, under like ciroum-
stances, for ourselves. All this we know,
But how many there are in these classes
we do not know, while there are many inti-
mations in Scripture which lead us to be-
lieve that many. more are saved than an
of us have hoped. Elijah thought himself
alone among h oo(gmrynen e solita
servant of the true God ; while yet Johovx
had reserved 7,000 men who had never
bowed the kaee to Baal; nor are we to
conclnde that nmone who had bowed the
kuee ever repented. gin the Grospels we read
of twelve disciples a¥d of seventy, and are
told that at the great gathering of Pente-
oost the number of the names was but
hundred and twenty. Many years'later we
redd quite incidentally of five hundred
brethren in Galilee at once, while intima-
tions in différant Gospels lead us to believe
that there were n{‘.hm true disciples

soattered throug Bw and Judeea.
In our wu?o ‘tisy be many more
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