
"TIE LONDON BAPTIST UNION. 

This annual gathering of Baptist Ministers 

and Brethron was held in London, in the last 

woek ‘of April, Ot late years the autumnal 

meetings of this body, held in different parts of 

the kingdom, have been larger than the annual 

moctings in London. It 
year, Alor the retiring president, Rev, Dr. 
Brock, had conducted the devotional services, he 

introduced the President, Rov. Mr. Robinson of 

Cambridge, who proceeded to give his 

INAUGUAL ADDRESS, 

This consisted of an examination of the at. 

CHRISTIAN MESSEN 
shippers, * Dissenters,” remarked the Rev. 
Charles Kingsley, ** go to chapel chiefly to hear 
sormons-" Was this oracle true? No! and 
yet there was enough of truth in it to excuse this 
mistake of a frank und generous eritie, who only 
saw them from a distance, It must be confessed 
that they were in the neighborhood of a danger. 
There was danger of allowing the duty about 

proved to beso this which they had such a strong conviction to fill Dear Friends, — 
100 large w space,in proportion to relative duties, 
80 a8 to mako trut  itsoll to huve the effect of 
error by excess, They were in danger, not of 
laying too much emphasis on bia, but too 
little on other parts of the service They should 
not care leas for that, but more lor these, Among 
the things that frequently required renowed atton- 
tion in publi worship, he would mention their 
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orvvespondence. 

For the Christian Messenger, 

FRENCH MISSION. . 

Tho time is coming for the meeting of the 

Central Association, and I expect to he at 

that Associntion, Will the friends that have 
pledged to the paying off the debt on the 
premises at Saulnierville be so kind as to 

bring the amount pledged by them to the As- 

vempts which have been mado by Soienbe, falsely forms of prayer, Fur thoy all used formes, Wor. “sociation as far ae possible, that the Missionary 

so-onlled, to give an explanation of all the dif 
flioultios of oreation. He also 
various theories of Divine Inspiration shewiny 
that true Science and Miracles wore perfectly 
compatible. The Address wae a very able one 
and was frequently interrupted by loud cheers, 
The Annual Report of the Union was largely 

ocoupied by roleronces to the action of the bad ; dead forms, or lors that were, in fact, WM are 

parlinment and of the people on Irish Church fresh, and fresh Dirmations trom the lite. Inthe , en 

disestablishment, and the National Eduoation 

measure. The religious aspects of the times. yhy wind dronnw its way through a dinlect of 
wore also briefly presented, 

Alter the routine business had boen attended 
to, the Rov, O. Stanford read 'w highly interesting 
paper on 

Tug MODE OF CONDUCTING PUBLIC WORNHIPF, 
The Freeman gives the fullowing Report of 

this paper 
Alter a fow prefatory observations, Mr, Stans 

ford said it would not be an improvement, he 
thought, to aspire after a more sho .cy, ornate, 
and expensive mode of worship, They had been 
told that they ought to adapt themsolves to the 
age they lived in, and that the ago demanded 
that religion, to be popular, must bo modully im. 
pressivo ; that without the charm ol this ens 
chuntment they suffered much disadvantage ; 
that their standards would be deserted by their 
children, and would repel strangers ; that the 
accidents of worship might be as the magnetio 
point, attracting tens of thousands to their de 
nomination, and mediately to Christ himself, or 
us the repellent pole of the magnet, driving them 
back fur ever from all Christian influences : that, 
using the moans they declined to use, Romanista 
and Rituntists ghined ground § that crowds wore 
drawn to their churches by the passionute wmagio 
of music, the concert of colours und the spell of 
liturgio perfection, and why should wot they em- 
ploy similar ngencies to bring tho sume oluse 
within hearing of w sound gospel? They ques. 
tioned the wisdom of this advice, They would 
rather not try to onst out ritualism by ritunlism, 
(Hear, hear.) 11 the chureh could be the rival 
of the theatre and if their services could vom 
mand the same elements of lmaginative and 
emotional excitement, perhaps multitudes would 
como on Sunday to the house of prayor as, at 
other times, they frequented the place of wnise- 
ment, simply tw osonpe from thought, tw enjoy 
varioty, and. to sharpen sensation ; hut they 
could hardly reckon such effects among the re. 
vival of worship or the victories of teath., Nore 
could he regard in the light of an improvement 
any change of mode that would tend to slight or 
sot aside the ordinance of preaching Whale the 
preacher of the Cross longed to tel has glorious 
story to tho publio, preaching would ho appro- 
printely connected with public worship, and the 
two services would be relative. This with a 
largo class hdd always been a grievance, Let 
Chivistinnity only express itself in deeds of kind. 
ness, and no offence would be taken ; lot it ox- 
press iwell in words, and at once it made ene: 
mies i and the more ournest the words were the 
more intensely definite, the more burning would 
be the resentment,  ** For a good work we stone 
theo not,” said the Jews to Jesus, ** but that 
thou, being w man, makest thysell' God" It 
wus not Christ's working but his preaching of 
the Cross hind heen onlled foolishness ; and wany 
who professe | to respect the Church would pro, 
claim silonoe in the pulpit, Lot each member 
of Christ's gospel bo every nok a man and a man 
of Goad tenderly nlive to the wants and the sor 
rows of humanity,  Let-him try to understand 
the overy day life of his or ot him loave off 
paying those visits of compliment or policy that 
generally go under the name of pastoral lnhours 
(olioers) § lot him, ns far ne possible, lowve coms 
mittoes, trast husiness apparatus to husiness won, 
and give himsoll wholl to the things of the 
ministry, that Lis profiting might appear unto 
all men. Lot hiv: trey the effect of short son 
tenes, short words, trath rapped out in tele 
grams; lot iim nim at Roger Ascham's standurd, 
to spoik ws tho common people speak and think 
as the wise think ; let him in this way lift a 
the Cross, a faith to live by, a flag To fight 
under,” und then let thew sx whether the pul- 
pit bad lowt ite power, and whether pronohing 
could not help devotion, With this clear uns 
derstanding us to the changes thoy would depre- 
onto lot them he in good earnest to find out what 
chnnges they could adopt with advantage. Thoir 
course of improvement must begin with eure to 
avoid un exireme into which they might bo hur 
riod hy this strong faith of theirs in the powerol 
the pulpit, Vrveaching was not worship ~it was 
not wsubstitute for it-=it was only a onll tit and 
A help to ite inspiration, They were tld that 
thelr practice denied this, Tt was a reproach 
frequently urged against the type of roligious 
HE supposed to prevail in their communion that 
It wun not sufficiently ndorative ; that it was to 
eager towards man, to careless towards "God ; 
that it thonght too much af subjective profit und 
too lindo of Divine praise; that it made thew toe 
Apt to endl themselves hearers rather than wor- 

‘ 

noticed the 

ship,though a spirit, was not a disembodied spirit, 
¢ Kvery seed hath ite own body," Like every 
other kind ut’ lite with which they were aoquaints 
ed, the litle ol punyer must have ita form, The 
question was not form or no formes," hat 
simply ** what firms are best 7° Words were 
fore, Rend (rom w book, repeated from memos 
ry, or spoken straight out trom the Howing 
soul, sentences were forms forms good or 

minwtry of public worship, sentences meant for 
man rather than for God; sentences in which 

"doad langunge, and oats on tre current of a 
stock, steveutyped phraseology i words spoken 
iy the lips, while the hourt was far away; sen- 

tenoes slack, vapid, wordy, disoursive ; sentences 
with no order, with no sequence ; not olear, not 
simple, not expressing the felt wants of to-day ; 
= such wentenoos were orms more ohilling and 
deadly than wny forms they were likely to 

| find Cin print, They had. been. advised to 
(use formulavies ; but to this they demurred, 
| They hand no authentic precedent fir their use 
eurlior thou the fourth oentury they rendered 
the gilt of’ prayer whero it existed, useless, (t 
soon Lo him that improvement in the mode of 
public prayer must bogin in a deeper senso of 
| the lmportance of the taeulty for it, as w great 
CRI ol God, granted, the message they had to 
: Quliver Wits, to use the prophet 8 solemn phrase, 
“the burden of the Lord," under the weight of 
which their spiviia feared and trembled ; wan 
their burden lighter when they had to lead « 
a oungregation to the meroy-sent It was a great 
thing to sponk words for God to man; was it 
a sndl thing to sponk words for wan to God? 
The sermon cost thew much anxious forethought 
shall the og bo loft to the slovenly 
possibilities of wocident™? The preparation 
wanted was to be lound, not in the [eotaroshall 
but in ** the Holy of holies” ; it was not so much 
a prepared composition as a prepared wan, 
“The style in the wan," the power of what they 
sald depended upon what they wore, He 
thought it would be well, if, at the close of 
ench prayer, all the people wore to say ** Amen," 
(Hour, hour.) This nppeared to have hen the 
custom in npostolio times, and they were told 

| that wa the early Christinns uttered it the place 
shook with their consontancous voices ws with 
tho roll’ of thunder, With reference to the 
service of song, Mr, Stanford made several sug. 
gostions, am 

of God, The lust point’was the public reading 
of the Seriptures, While they declined tw be 

(tied down to any fixed arrangemonts, ne was 
the cuse with the Church of Englund, they 
ought to give the subject of their Sunday reading 
renewed thopght, Some of them had been 
too partinl in their sclootions, Porhups they 
did not fully know the depth, the freshness, 
the richness ol the Bible as a book for the 
vongregation, My had not yet sufficient 
sous how wonderfully it revenled man as well 
we God, Tey should make more thorough and 
thoughtful use of it in their pe meetings, 
Suggestions us to the best plan for thus using it 
hid been invited, He oculd only mention his 
own plan, doubidess, of many others, which 
wis to rend a Peli early in the service, und 
further on to read two lessons successively, one 
from the Old the other from the Now Testiment 
or one from w gospel, another from wn epistle ; 
sometimes leaving out a passage and giving the 
number of the verse where the reading is resun- 
od | trying to show in connection type and anti 
typo, ur prediction and fulfilment, ur historio 
tot und spiritual analogy, or things to be be- 
lieved and things to be done : trying always to 
avoid undue length in aby department of the 
service, und, along with variety, to mnke read. 
ing und proaching, praise and prayer, harmonise 
with one line of thought, and contribute 0 one 

Ln conclusion, Mr Stanford said: — Bear in mind, 
in connection with what has now been said, tht 

of change, In overy case of change there vught 
to be the utmost concern, wot only that the thin 

P| done should bo the right thing, but that it shoul 
ho dune in the right spirit and at the right 
time. The right time has not come when there 
in yot an unprepared or, non-consenting  oon- 
grogetion, Nothing that has to do with wor. 
ship enn bo suooessfully changed without the will 
of the worshippers. Above all, boar in mind 
that improvemert in mere extornalinm is not the 
first thing wailed Firat, the best life ; next, 
the best mutes of its expression, We must be- 
in with what is vital, after that go on what 
f modal, Reanimation, then re formation. 
I'he secret of everything tender, beautiful and 
glorious in worship is a worshipping life. (Loud 
applause ) 

The wan who pro submarine operations 
to recover relies of Pharoah's host in the Red 
Ben, ought to be he able to steike up a partner 
sulp with an Knglish enthusinat who is soliciting 
funds for wn exploration of ME Ararat, with a 
vidw of finding relics of the wrk, 

may receive it at that time 
Yours in the Lord Jesus, 

M. Noruarpay, French Missionary. 

Bridgetown, Annapolis, May 20th, 1870. 
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For the Christian Messenger. 

OUR FOREIGN MISSIONS, 
hb 

THE NATIVE PREACHERS AND THEIR SUPPORT, 

Dear Brother, 

I wus both pleased and pained on reading the 

urged the importance of the! 
cultivation of the scionce of music fur the glory | 

ln pression, » 

letter in your last issué from Bro. A. R. R, 
Crawley, Pleased that he had safely arrived 

among the people ol his charge, but deeply 
pained and grieved by what he says about dis- 
missing #0 many of the Native Preachors— (rom 
the work in which they ure engaged, Can it he 

possible that the 28,000 Baptist Church members 

“in those lower provinces will allow such a thing 
to be done, for which there is no necessity, and 

| which will be a sin and a lasting disgrace. The 

small sum of one d dar yourly on an average 

from enoh member would support one Aundred 

"Native Preachers, and leave $17,000 or §18.000 

for sending missionaries to them, How easily 
could such w sum be raised every year il we 

only had our sympathies awakened for the wil- 

lions who ure perishing for lack of knowledge. 
Lot each church have its monthly concert and 
collection, and yearly subscription, and the 

ministers do their duty in instructing their peo- 

ple in the prinviples of christian duty, wad there 
will be no diflioulty in raising the woney—Naow 
however wo are giving to the important work of 
evangelizing the world, the large amount of 

ten cents por head annually, and to Acadia Col. 
lege and other uhjeots in the same liberal spivit! 

I am well aware that there are a great many 

very smal and very poor churches, especially in 
the N. 8. Eastern and the N. HB. Associations, 

but the rich Western churches with their 300 

400 and 500 wembers are not, #o fur as | can 

learn, doing any more for the general cause 
than these same poor churches, For instance by 

I ndvioate no histo, no vislonoe, no prematurity =pefering to the Minutes of the last Convention | 
find that the 8030 members of the N, 8. Western 
Association who are compnrativel well off, con. 

tributed $92.10 or wbout eleven cends por mem- 
ber towards the current expences of Acadia 
Qullege, while the 3475 mewbers of the NON; 
Kostern Association who ure with fow exceptions 
poor, contributed $1356 43, or about minty nine 

cents por member for the same purpose, Bu | 
am disgrossing, <1 appeal to the churches and 
enpecinlly the large churches, to t ke tals matter 
ln hand, and at once pledge themselves to sup- 

port une-—twa, three or four native preachers 
nooording as they number over one, two, three 

or four hundred wembors— And then appeal to 
those whom God has blessed with worldly goods, 
to do their duty, and singly or in company with 
others pledge the support of a native preacher. 
The swall church to whioh 1 belong with about 
00 wiembers, (only 6 of whom have an income 

173 
of over $400 per year), already supports one, 
but I feel so deeply the necessity of immediate 
action in this matter, that 1 hereby offer to be 
one of twenty who shall agree to support five of 

the ten preachers formerly supported out of the 

-{ 

“| general fund. 
I send you my name, and as soon as the whole 

amount (£500,) is pledged will be prepared to 

pay my share. Hoping the matter way be 
thought over and prayed over, until the whole 

denomination awakes to its duty and its privilege 

in this important matter. 
[ am yours &o., 

C. H. H. 

The following is an extract of a letter from a 
brother in Yarmouth. We prefer giving it in 
his own words than in any other form, which he 

appears to suggest 

Yarnovrn, May 20, 1870, 

My dear Sir,— 
The closing portion of Bro. Crawley’s last in- 

teresting letter contains an announcement which 
must grieve every one intorested in our Foreign 
Mission. I busten to send what you request in 
view of the facts,~something brief and practi- 
onl. Having decided to give at least $25.00 
this year to this pri have continued my 
annual subscription of $5.00 to aid the 
Church in supporting their native preacher in 
Burmah, intending to wait for some indication 
of the best manner of expending the remainder, 
The present emergency seems to demand my 
little contribution. —1t you know of any two or 
three persons who have already given or promised 
a part (fourth of filth) of the support ol a 
native preacher, you might, if you please, in 
form me of it, that 1 may unite with them, [It 
not you muy announce through the Messenger 
that a brother desires to give $20.00 to this ub- 
ject and asks four or five to join him. | would 
iko to arrange so that my contribution should 
go to pay a wan selected hy Mr. Crawley as one 
ot the most efficient labourers for Christ, Please 
dont mention my name in connection with the 
matter, 

« Luke’ has not been silent because he has 
had no more to say on our Foreign Missions, but 
because he has not had time to write, | wish, 
or | should say, Ae wishes, to show that it would 
not be for the good of ** the offuse'' for ue 
Nova Séotia Baptists to start an independent 
mission, 

lst, Because there are weighty objections to 
exchanging Union for Isolation. 

2nd. Because, if any change is desirable, — if 
we wish to separate from our American breth. 
ren,—it would be est to effect a union A 

all Cavadinn Baptists, Then we might wel 
maintain an Independent Mission.” 

LETTER FROM REY, DR. TUPPER. 

Mr. Editor ,— 

It was with great reluctance that our Foreign 

Missionary Board determined on discontinuicg, 
fur the present, to support native preachers in 
B rmah from our General Fund. I'he measure 
wis, as you are aware, exceedingly painful to 

me ; but it appeared indispensable. 

The communieation already published in the 

Christian Messenger, and the following extracts 

from letters lately recvived rom Bro® Crawley, 

addressed 0 we, shew the estimation in which 

he holds the labors of the Native Preachers, 

Must glad shall 1 be if his urgent appeal tend to 

induce individuals and churches to furnish means 

fur re-employing some of them speedily. 

Bro. Crawley's references to sister DeWolf 

will doubtless be interesting to her numerous 

friends, and the friends of the Mission generally, 

I'hey evince that her services are appreciated. 

Yours very truly, 
C. Turees, Secretary, 

Aylesford, May 20th, 1870, 

Extract of a letter from Rev, A. R, R, Crawley, 
dated Fob, 24, 1870, 

“| learn from Dr. Stevens that you requested 

him to discontinue payment to such of the native 
preachers us are supported (row the general funds 
of your Board, 
Knowing that Bro, George had decided not to 

come to Burmah for the present at least, and 
prosuing that the [funds set wpart for him 

would therefore be available for the support of 

the preachers, [ have tak n the liberty oi oin- 

tinuing them on, 1 hope your Board will feel 

able to satily wy presumption, 

It is so serious wn loss to the cause to turn off 
' Brothren whose heart is in the work of preaching 
the gowpel, nod to oom wl them to go into supe 
a work, that I tele | must makb an ellort 
to prevent sich a disaster. And as Bro, Googe 

may come out in the course ol the current yeur ; 

or, il Ae does not, sume one vlse may come in is 
place, and the funds ul your Board may not he 
adequate to the support of womissionary fuily 
and the native preachers now sustained hy is, 

I would wake through you a very earnest ap- 
pesl to the brethren throughout the provinees to 

rovide for these native labourers af once, wo 

that the work may not be hindered, 
| here can, | BU ppose, he no doubt that there 

are many who could easily contribute to the 

support of these brethren in the same way that 
has nlready proced so offeotunl and satishictory 
(nnd that too, without ailecting their contrite 

tions to the general fund) - numely one or two 

or more individuals engaging to sustain») ne 

one native preacher.’ 

~~ 


