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TIMOTHY PLAYFAIR'S LETTER TO

YOUNG PEOPLE,

A UHappy New Year to you my young friends,

The Editor tells me you are not so stupid s

n

good many boy# and girls, and that consequently
you prefer sensible reading to tho trash some-

times written for young people,

[ wae glad to

know this, as Tmuch prefor writing to those who
onn distingulsh between the two, and  especially

to those who prefer sense to nonsense,

As this is the boginning of thteyear 4 will
be very pioper to tell you that it wasa very
dificult work to determine what ie the exact
length of a year, nud when it should properly
begin, The Jows formerly began it at the
autumnal equinox which agrees with our 21st
day of September,  The frst iden ofa year
might be gathered by olwerving the changes of
the searons occurring in the twelve changes of

the mooi, or months,  Bat twelve of the moon

changes nrve less than o year==the time for the
carth to pass around the sun. The ancient
Romans and the Pevsiang, bogan their year on
the 25th of . areh ; in the time of Julius Coosar
the change was made to the Ist of January.
This was done fortysseven years hefore the hirth
of our Saviour. There was then a more exact
arrangement mude ot the length of the year
and_of the months, making a year to cons
wint of 305 days, and on every fourth year of
300 days. Thisx was not, however  guito « pers
feot, and in 1582 th Pope of Kome ordered that
10 days should be omitted to make up for the
days lost in the fiftoen centuries, Other altern-

tions were made in England in 1752

102 bringing

the commencement of the yeur hack again to the
first day of Junuary, from which we now reckon,
S0 you seesthat in this very simple matter, re

lating to the world, which waxleft for man

)
L]

observation, experience nnd wisdom to determine,
there were nearly six thousand years required be-

fore a proper adjustment was made,

What o

mercy it is that the woy ol sulviition bas not
been left fur us to find out for ourselves 1 ¢ God
0 loved the world that he gave luw only  hegots
ton Son that whosoover believeth in him  might

not perish but hinve everlusting life.'

We have now fairly commenced the year of
our Lord one thousand cight hundred and sevens
ty, and should prepure to Bl ap its days in the
best manuer p weible #o that it shall huven bets
ter history written in our mem wries and  hearts

than tho past,

A thing well begun is hall

finished you kncw, and w determination made
now aud ndhered to fox the first duys of the year
will mako it comparatively casy to continue

all thl‘ul'gll.

I shall not trun'»l.‘ynn with n l\ms h"tpr‘ |
wish it to be long enough, however, to tell you
the seerct of good and bad  habits so that you

Yy furta the one and avoid the other,

By ]gnrning to use 0 very onay and ulmplc

word, whenever your conscionce whispers to you

a thing ix wrong, younay nvoid much evil and
sorrow, 1hat word is rumlmmd of two ]cuo".
one formed by threo stinight lines, and the uther
by one curved line., Some people  have not
courage to use thisv word, and to actaccordingly,
and so they are Jod on in the ways of sin and

ruin, I bape it will not h(f N \\'ith)uu.
shall write again shortly, '
Yours,
T, Prayrain,

ANSWERS TO QUENTIONS ON SCRIP. vietimize My, Singleton we mean to make heran

TURE METAPHORNS,

Clommi lum‘c/"“t,/}, the letter Q’ R.

1. Quivew, Psa, cxxvii, b
2, Quickky, See John v, 213 John vi, 63,

8. Quencn @ Love, Cange Vil T ¢ life, Iw,
2 Sam. xlv. T, xxi, T temptation,
Eph. vi. 16 ¢ Holy Spivit, 1 Thes, v, 19§ Divine | disagrecnble to be a witness in such o case,’ said

xliii, 17

wrath, Iny, i, 31 : 2 Kings xxii, 17,
4. Rog, Cant, il0 9, 17. Roory In
RQVO Y. 5

Isa, xxv. 4.  LRaxsem, | Tim, ii, 0,
B. Razor. See Ps: i, 2 Ise vil, 20.

; xi, 10;] ¢1? Notl.
Rosk, Cant.ii. 1. Rock, 1 Cor, x. 4. | with it helieve wge,’ said Miss Pillings.
Reriner, Mal, ili, 3. Rod, Isa, xi 1; Rervos,

7. River,  Used of the Holy Spirit, John vil,

8 Riour nann, Exod. xv. 6,  Rod, P, i1, 9.
Rivk, Psa. xvill, 107 Deut, xxxiii. 20,

0. Rearina. See John fvi 30-~38; Matt.
xiti, 89,
# 10. Raiv,  See Deut. xxxif, 2 Psa, Ixxil, 0.
11. Rack, 1 Cor, ix, 243 Heb. xii 1,

B

DOUBLE ACROSTIC,

No. L
A region mentioned only“in one place,
Of which no modern traveller finds o trace ?
A city, builton Arnoli's fertile shore,
Which the rude Amorite posscssed of yore ?
A queen, the vietim of her husband's ire, -
Forced from his royal palace to retire, :
That which nscends to God from eut the hands
Of him who by the golden altar stands.
A youth, who passed an ordeal withiout blyme,—
« God's judge'’ the meaning of his noble nawe,

The initials—A king, who praise to God
In lofty numbers sung,

The finals—The city where he dwelt, _
Expressed in mystic tongue, -

BLIND JOHN NETHERWAY,

CHAPTER XIII.

Mr. Dimond proceeded,  Well, T called to ask
it you could furnish me with the names of any
among the poorer clndses who wero sufferers
from that remarkable bankruptey.’

Miss Pillingsstrnightened her back and serewed
up her mouth, and begaw’ with several names,

¢ Seen to, and settled with,'

While she was trying to ndd to them, Mr,
Dimond said, * I'should think the memory of
this affair will never die out,
vNoever ! never!' said Miss Pillings, with
energy . ;

v My, Singletoti's  inndvertence—want _of
knowledge of business—or carelessness—=cr call
it whag you will, was certainly great,’

“CCAllTe rank Kypoeriey, sir i that's what we
enll it,* said Misa Prllings, with decision,

‘Why hypoerisy ?* asked Mr. Dimond, as if
much surprised at the expression,

' Why 2 Wasn't it all dono under the mask
of religlon ? 1 respect your honest man who
docsn't profoss anything : but T hato your hyp-
oorites=making believe that notody s so good
as themselves,  Of course I don't remember it
but ['ve heard sy that to hear Mr. Singleton ta k
you'd have thought he wus an angel: but 1
nlwa\f-n look out for something extrn bad in such

pcnge.

vWell, well, he is acting something like an

angel now. Don't_you think so?

V90 late, sir; many ho haw injured past ro-

pair,’ said Miss Pillings, with virtuous indigna-

tiort thut know no forgivences,

-« Ah, it dovsn't #it well on the kindly face of

n lndy to louk such severe things!" said Mr,

Dimond, * However, there nre other rogues in

the world besides My, Singleton, allowing him to

be one, and greater, in my opinion. A case 1

have engnged to show up is an exmuple,’

Mirs Pillings looked curious,

v Oh, 1 needn't trouble you nbout that, 1t is

one of too  many others—=false allegntions -

which will bring down severe exposure and

ponalty, too on the eulprits,’ said Mr. Dimond,

putting up his pocket-hook, as if preparing to
). - -

il Is there any particular care?' inguired Miss

Pillings.

* Yeu, there's o Mrs, Willinma==most iniquis
tous  Howoever, that has nothing to do with
on, I you ean't furnish me with more nomes,
i must continue my inqurics, with many thanks
for your nssistance so fur,’

Mes, Williaws of the mill ?* usked Miss Pil-
linge,

The same,’ said Mr. Dimond, rising,

+ My particular friend,” said Miss Botsy, start-
ing from her seat

‘ You don't say so! Well<hat you will
shortly hear the sad particulars . from publio
report,’ said Mr. Dimond, * Pity she had been
%0 11 ndvised,’

¢ Pray explain yoursell sir,’ snid Miss Betay,

¢ | shall ouly distress you, and do no good,’
said Mr, Dimond,

Miss Betay entreated him so earnestly to tell
her what was laid to her friend's charge, that he
hinted the facts of o demand having been made
—which there were substantinl proofs was false
wtindd thut Mre  Willinine wmalld have to be
brought into court under eircumstances in which
no * rogue’ woeuld: think it enviable to appear,

Miss Pillings was electrified. » 1 have heard
hm;i compluin of her father's loss repeatedly,’ shio
said.

¢ A false charge. And she has been told she
oannot prove it, but still maintains: it, There-
fure, a8 u warning to all others who may tey to

example,’ said Mr, Dimond,
“+ How rhocking !* exelnimed Miss Pillings,
Very=-a clear case of swindling,! said Mr,
Dimond. ** And much worse than anything
Mr. Singleton did, because she does it with In-
tention to defrand.’ ;
Miss Pillings looked much troubled,
‘I nm rorry you are her friend, It will be

Mr. Dimond,
I wouldn't have nnything to do

[ all will be right,’ said MF. Dimond ; and most

to ench of which Mr, Dimond nodded, saying, (¥

conspiracy, which this ean clearly bo proved to
be, woul be n disgrace never to be forgotten,
It would stick to n young Indy’s namo in a very
distressing manner,

' But why doesn’t she withdraw he; demand,
if she knows it is o falso. one?’ sald Miss Botey,
gotting more agitited,
¢ Why Indeed*t.  But she doos not do It, and
it won't answer our purpose to walt longer, As
[ sald, she must sorve for an example. Perjury,
[orgery=1I don't know what she wont have to
Nl Bl Iyt '

w Pillings was ready to ery,

* Don't dmgnw yuurm-ﬁ,‘ m'rd Mr. Dimond,
v T should really be glad itshe were to.come ton
rrumr nrrangement, | n‘)‘mpnthlm with you;
Mt no steps cun be taken fn that direotion by
us: and  you==you will be cautious s to
ni mingthe suhject to any, I'am wsure. She
ought not to escape.’ -

glln Pillings would tell nobudy, at least, she
looked as mueh, .

*'Ihere ure rome people who ro(lulm the stern
tenching of the law,"" maid Mr, Dimond, In n
sovere tone, buttoning his ocont.  Miss Plllings
thought he was a long time doing it, and would
never go,
~.v One or two cases of this kind settled, and
politely bowing, he left Miss Betay, ndvising her
not to venture out in so mw an air, but fecling
quite sure that her bonnot and clogs would be on
before his hack was well turned,

Before he had areived at the Old Banks, Miss
Botay was at the mill, ‘

' Kh‘ dear ereature,’ she began, * 1 have been
drendfully ng‘imtwl. I'm sure you wouldn't do
a dishonoural le thing for the world, if you knew
it ! but that debt of your father's, my dear, it's
all proved that he was  paid.  How could you

» to ndvance the claim without having plenty
of proof'?’

[re, Willinms was electrified, und deelared she
had plenty of proot'y for she remembered well
how ‘wr father joined in the hue and ory ngainst
Mr. Singleton at the time of his flight, and there
wad no entry of payment in“his books,
¢ An to that dear, sanid © Miss Pillings, who
was mueh too curnest to mince matters, ¢ you
know your poor father was known to have a vory
bnd memory in those things, and he may have
forgotten—I only sny he may,dear,’

Mra, Willinms flew out ut the insinuation ;
but Miss Betay stuck to the point, that she had
heard her father, who had khown Herenles
Williams well, say  his word wouldn’t stand
ngninst blavk and white,

“+Let them show black and white,’ said Murs,
Willinmes, mueh excited,

‘They can, my dear ; that's the very thing,'
said Mine Botsy, whose fones had given a strong
colour, and put into shape Mr. Dimond's dim
and misty hfntn; nnd, stimulated by hor excite-
moent, she worked so energetically on the mird
of her friend on the suhjeets of perjury and false
allegation, and the terrible pennlties of loss of
chnracter arising from them, that the widow
began to quail,  She had been perfoctly aware,
all the time, that her father never fmd kept
correot books, and that the . supposed debt
of Mr, Singleton was quite an likely R) have bheen
paid ax not,  Indeed, from a little memorandum
which she hnd  discovered whilo searching his
nocounts, she had w misgiving that it was so,
1f, Indeed, o receipt should be tortheoming,
which Miwse letay positively declured. sho knew
exinted, the business \\nuhi have a very unpleg-
want look, and although very angry, she bvu?n
to consider what was best to do,

Take my ndviee,” said Miss Betsy, ** writon
note, and say you've just found (hy ne ident, you
know) that the bill was paid,’

The agitation of Miss Boetsys and the remem-
branee of n eortain teinl which her father under
went on & charge of fraud, and which cost him
n very heavy sinm, and very nearly o prison,
decided the widow ; and alter some hos n,
to her intense reliel, Miss Betsy saw the letter
written, signed, and sedled. and, for fear of any
necident, undertook to see it delivered | whieh
she did, for, while she was considering how hest
to do it, she met blind John, and determined at
once to sond it by him,
W How d'ye do? all well up at the house ¥
and began, in a very cheerful tone,

She was no friend of John's; he didn'’t know
hor volee, and the salutation took him by wsurs

rise,
g I wis going to take this letter to Mr, Single
ton, for it is of grent consequence It should be
given to him nt once=at once, you understand
—and T ean trost you to put it into his hands.’

' Axln;f your pardon, mum,' said John, * who
may you be? and is the letter & pleasant one?
Master's lottors ﬁr(mn first to the lawyer,"

Very good ; take that to the counsellor, it will
do just as well,  And here, John, here's o shil
ling. Now go at once, there's n good man, it'y
o very nioe letter, und no manner of harm in it,’

¢ ['don't want nover o shilling,” mum’ sald
John, It my place to wait of my master,
I'll go to the Inwyerstraight,

But Miss Betsy' wouldn't tako hack the shil-
ling. She even ndded toit her best wirhes for
the health and prosperity of all the Singleton
family, taking In Johin  himsell; and having
I:m'ml from him, she fullowed him up till she smw

im up at the house door, and then she turned
and went home, rojoicing in her esenpe

When the letter was taken to Mr, Dimond, he
wis equnlly plensed and nmused at the quick
effect of his diplomaey, T must pive a look
and a word to Miss Pillings on her own noeount,’
he thought,

CHAPTER X111,

¢« 8he will be sure to subpoenn you. It will
be very unpleasant—very,' said Mr, Dimond.

0. Rexp, Used for instability, Luke vil, 24 ;|{much excited.

despondency. Ima. xlii, 3
hope, lsa, xxxvi, 0 2 Kings xviil, 21,

and disappointing

¢« | wish she may not,’ maid Mr. Dimond,

oracularly, ¢ because, to appear as o party in a little Miss Dodd,

* But she shun't !" said Miss Pillings, gotting Dorn Farquhar and Will
man and wife; and on the same u{ the happy | dan mosque, o that tra
w0 hlmuﬁ‘

And now enme on the gront events of life to
those who, if they have nppeared leas in our
| story, are not the least hnv»m\nt partios in it

nm Singleton became

“youny saflor, Mrs, Crisp's son, too

The church was well nttended, although the
rising water portended another flood, Isane looks
od In bnd  pivita; but nobody could uhm?o him
with going to sloep: and in the | ng talk he had
with John afterwards, the old man began to think
hin severo rebull by Peggy had led to hopeful tes
sults, Mr, llnm‘ndvnﬁmkml supremely happy.
Cortainly ho was veeastonnlly diverted from fﬁo
enuse of thelr meeting by the appenranee of the
ohureh, and could Imnl{y help pointing out to
Walter, while they were wnhl‘ng for the brides,
what wonderful fmprovements might be effected,
at o slight expense, In various parts,  Mrs,
Haffonden wan beaming with (delight § so much
oxortion to make others happy had made her
own cap run over, and her husband  declared
sho had grown so young in the lnst fow monthe
he beaan to hope n?w would be n littlo more ine
dulgent to his mm\'utlnf hobhy, and that they
ml< it improve' togother,

M, Crisp rejoieod with deep, but silent joy.
If her son's marringe had not been **in tao
Lord,” all the propitious eireumstances of it
would have been as shadows to her,

Mr, Dimond was there, with a lady, and who
she was we will tell, He Lind taken the trouble,
in #pito of the wet and the eol 1, to walk to Mise
Pillings,’ on the morning of the wedding, It~
#0 hupponed she was Jooking out at the door ae
he renched it, iy
* Most opportune, my good lady-! T oalled to
foteh you to soe the wmﬁlhmn this most .‘nyoul
morning, Al the ladies ut the Old DBanks
elther ﬁm\'n hurbands, or are on the way to
having them, and 1 shall have to walk alone ups
lown i'nu tnke pity on me,’

Miss Botey was taken by surprise,  She could
have cried with delight, . But to be dressed |n
time ! -
¢ Neveriftnd you adornments, T assuro you |
must’ wenr  niy thiok topscont, o1 woukin't
have lumbngo for all the finery of all  Venity
Falry o you must minteh me, Put on your
warmest clonk, and a goud honnet that will keep
out the cold, and nway.' '
Ho would take no dendiil § and, to the astonishs
ment of those of the party  who were at liberty
to think of it, My, Dimond and Miss Botsy
brought up the venr ol the procession,

Mrs, Jenkine was 0 spootator, and s was
Beeky, whose vyes und ears were opened boyond
weoedent that day,  And old Joln wood be
vind hin mnster and mi tross, whose nppearnee
erented o strong sensition nmong the \ssembly,
and there were murinurs of' pradse and admirne
tion nt the wonderful way fh which the Lord
had led them and denlt with thew,

When the service was over, and the congrega=
tion expected to seo the bridal “party form to
lenve the chureh, My, Dimond steppal forward,
heing the only one ol the  party \\’Hmw NOFves
were unshaken, and wsald, Al
are dhl‘mml to give glory to Gody aud  unite
with uste prdsing, him are fnvited toremain, and
worship lLim with heart and wvelce in this
anthen | |

“Olory to God In the highest
- Onearth penes, good will towards men,”

Nover was danthom on earth more heartily
sung. © John felt sure it must bo té ungels he
heard, and ulways said he did not expeet w liear
suoh like ngain till he wax in the courts of
heaven, ‘

Mr. Dimond declared that all the people looks
ed an 1016 b been an universal marringe | the
soemed w0 tull of Kindness,  He had o lulu\hl{'
word (or one nnd another, ae he went among
thew, Indeed ho did” most  Impradont things
thut doy, nnd forgot his lumbggo in w surprising
manner, ind never wan he uivy the worse for it,
hut the better, wnd so was every one vlse,

Miss Botay was in tonrw, nod was sare that
she would rend diligently tho book My, Dimond
gave hor before he loft Qlayton; and  begged  at
one of Mes, Crisp's working party for the poor,
and did her atnmist to solton Mes, \\'tll!umu.
And many u heart was. touched with emotions
of sy nipathy,

CThe prottiost sight was the brides,’ said one
‘they did look nice !’

e best ol all was the old master and
mistross,' suid nnother,  * It warms wy  heard
torsee them !

But, vender, the best, nnid fulvest, and swoetéit
of all wus to hear the people give glory to Glod,

into joy, and works for our good all things  nes
eording to b x own will, throogh his blessed Son
Josur, to whom be praise for ever and ever !

Cuvnen vurNisnisg, == \We consider it one ¢
the geandest monsures . chureh oan  ndopt, o
b three hymn and tune hooks af pubiie expejte
N EVerY pow, s a purt of the l‘urufnhing. L
ter-do without cushions und carpets nnd jren
pew bucks, than do without these hooks, ile
pastor, wo thus used thom fur more _than ight
yenrs  Thoy prid Immensely, every way

“lat the people praiso theo, O God (M ALL
the peuple praise Theo ' Macedonian

A BCTENTIFIC MUSICAL FACT, = 1t In yfscientific

volees o i hundred voloes, or Mty oes, the
totality ol sound that eomoes to the o s nwlody.
Jhe eracked volees, and the delecty voloos of
wl kinds nre drowned and lost, i e volu t
sound Nrom wll those presont bo fufiind fesonant,
AL thnt pastors neeld to do therofre, t prooure
flest rate congrogntionnl penise, J 1o work away
nt it till they induce all Lo sing ith o will,

Hoavt  vongregationn] singlft I& n great res
Higlous power, Cholrs may /¢ff, hut they should
not ho allowed to monopolisef Nowist the devil,
juut ne this pnlm.

It s sald that the Sultaghns revoked the law
which forbade Cheistinns # onter o Mobhammes
ors may not visit the

bmosque of Omar in Jerglem and St. Sophia as
Constantinople withougnr or molestation,

porsons who

who brings lghtout of darkness, turns  sorrow

musical faet thnt In the singing of w/thousand °
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