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For the Christian Messenger, 

THE PEW RYNTEM, 

Mr. Editor, 
here ave two questions of the highest mos 

ment to the Ohristian Chureh, One ls, How 
the members may best perform thelr duty in 
sustaining the Christian Ministry? "I'he second 
ls, How they may best present the gospel to the 
world In thelr places of public worship? In 
dealing with the first a variety of modes may 
be pursued. A stipulated amount may be 
guaranteed, and paid, monthly, quarterly oe 
yoarly, or the winistry way be provided for 
as occasion may suggest, or an the affection of 
hie people may dictate to thom, 
The latter question, although essentially cone 

nooted with the former, is that which 1 would 
"now refor to, How the churches of Christ ma 
most effeotunlly present the gospel to the world; 
whether by having a house of worship open 
alike In every part to all comers, as thelr more 
social worship is held, or whether a certain por 

tion of the ohureh edifice shall be allotted to an 
individual or family for wn stipulated amount to 
bo paid by them, This has been somewhat diss 

| 

oussed in your columns but almost wholly on | 
one side, 

Those of your correspondents who have 
written, appear to have great fiith in what they 
term tho Freeweat system; and, it appears to 
me, are vory desirous of drawing an invidious 

comparison botwoen It aud what they eall the 
Pewsrent system, | have no desire to shake 
thelr faith in thelr cherished don of what in 
thelr duty in this matter, or in promoti \g benes 
volent ohjeote { or In making contributions tos 
wards the support of the ministry of the gospel | 
but, 7 must bo allowed the same freedom of 
opinion, If I choose another mode and tine 
than giving a variable sum on the first day. o 
the week fur making my conteibutions, 1 be- 
Hove that 1 am not therelure less seriptural than 
they, It in cvident that in holding religions 

meetings some expense will be incurred, and 
this must ho met in wome way, The Lord 
hae appointed that ** they who preach the 
gospel should live of the gospel,” and, 1 
think it does not much matter what method 
shall he employed to collect the voluntary 

‘many other respects, T must say that the former 
commends itself to my judgment as preferable to 
the latter, OF course it should be undersiood 
that effort will he made to afford accommodation 
to strangers and others who may be” disposed 
to Join in worship with the regular congregas 
tion, The Pew system does not prevent this, 
nor deen it necomsarily make mon uncharitable 
or selfish, It rather gives them the oppor 
tunity of Inviting thelr friends and others 
to come and participate In the sittings to which 
they have a claim ; enabling them In the spiriv 
of Moses, to say: ** Como thon with us and we 
will do thee goody for the Lord hath spoken 
good concerning Twrmel,” 1 feel it a privilege to 
bring with me to the house of God as many 
persons ae possible, and, if Lean AN my own 

I feel assured of finding room “for mysell' in 
some other, a dosen other persons are ready 
to do the same and pleased to give seats to all 
who v ish them, 

These are a fow stray thoughts T have had on 
this subject, not however so full or so well cone 
sidered as 1 wish thoy were, If thoy shall lead 
any of my brethren to think of their obligations 
to those around who do not hear the gospel | 

shall be glad, 
A Discrrne, 

a 

For. the Christian Mossongor 

ACADIA ATHENAEUM LECTUREN, 

Mv. Editor = 
Will you allow me through your columns to 

give a brief notice of some Lectures which have 
been delivered before this ho'y during the pres. 
ont senmon, 1 foel it in hut justice to the lectures 
themeelves that they should be publicly noticed, 

while a few hints that may tend to draw atten. 
tion to the operations of the Athenmum, may 
perhaps, not be uninteresting to the friends of 
the Institution, 
The first Leoture of the course was delivered 

on Friday, Oot, 22nd, hy 
Prov, RV. Joxm, AM, 

In this production we wero carried back to 
anclont elansio lore,  ** Blind yot'saw '* wan the 
apt heading of a treatise on the genips and 
pootry of the immortal Homer. Ax my mind 
reours to the Lecture itself, and the feelings 
awnkened by its delivery, 1 do confess that it 
neoma quite impossible to do justice to the effort 
except by procuring its publioation, The Pro. 

contributions of those who are under obligation 
to make them, 11 engage to contribute $8 per 
quarter and say E56 ne an additional subserips 
tion fur this object, mine in surely a voluntary 
contribution as mueh an i'l give 50 oconts a 
week, on each Lond’ day morning, or a dollar 
one week in which 1 have done pretty well and 
thon nothing at all for two or threo subsequent 
wooks fn which 1 may moke nothing in my busi 
ness, or loss than nothing, 

When the Apostle Paul advised the ohurohes 
of Galatin nnd the Corinthinm ** Upon the first 

day of the week, lot every one of you lay hy 

him in store ux God hath prospered him ** this 

was for a specifio purpose which he mentions 
and he gives this as the vonson for hiv vequest 
‘that there he no gatherings when 1 oome," 
It may bo said and often bs, that this lays down 

the principle hat wookly “gatherings '' are 
the rule fur the church to sustain religious obs 
Joots, "Bur Tdo not think so, By a similar 
course of argument {t might he sald that the 

advice given to Timothy, hy the same Apostle, 
“Drink no longer water hut use a little wine 
for thy stomanoh 's sake wid their often inflvmition” 
io an argument against Toml  Alwtinence from 
intoxionting hovernges, Bat hy taking another 
view of this matter would it wot appear that 
Timothy had up to this thwe been a total abs 
stainer ? and that wie wan his praotico, and | 
probably also that of cher ehivistions, So that 
the advice given to proves that it was in 
the nature of a we tionl preseription for his 
“often fnflemition "thot the Apostle Paul pres 
sorlbed ft, And hy tho vm Hue of argument 
does {1 not also apper tat the Corinthians were 
nooustomed to gatherings © fur the purpose 

of paying the necensiiy «Twnwen of the church, 
But as this ** collection £0 the wins ** wan a 
large domnnd upon thom, they were advised 
every one to lay Lu 4 two "for that obs 
Joot, Tt then the the ond mode of sontributs 
Ing Ix merely n mot Hotee nnd propriety, | 
think It ia not fer the wloocaton of one mode to 

oharge those NOOB) to Aan thor with being 

The Pow Syston i» By word to entitle enoh 
family to sons orn pow (58 thle own use when 
the House off worslitg 1+ open thr publio service, 
The Free System allie every ane, equally, to 
have the same right fo uns und all parts of the 
house, whether thoy contribute anything or 

fosmor struck a lofty key, There was an eleva. 
tion of style, a purity nnd eloganée of diotion, 
a grace and fervor of eloguence which onrried 
oaptive every intolligentlistonor, The eharnotor 
of- Homer's poetry, = ita profound originality its 
spirit and fire, wan clearly exhibited ; and the 
influence of hin immortal works on great minds 
Lof all suoooeding agen was thoraughly disonssed, 
The polish and vigor of the Attie mind was ad. 
mirably portrayed, and the famed scones of 
elassio story were painted with gorgeous imagery. 
The philosophy of true greatness and of the 

manifestations of genius war unfolded with great 
clearness and power, This Lecture wasn man 
tor plece of style and composition, Indien ing 
much thought and ability, as well aa learning 
and oultare, Tt wan splendidly adapted ty the 
tantos and wants of a hody of students, and was 
highly appreciated hy the members of Aendin 
Athenmum, 

Rev, Dn. Ronkwrsow, 
Wo are now suddenly transported to «The 

Nineteenth Century,” The learned dootor did 
ample justice to his intaresting theme, Ho traced 
the various Indloationn of progross which have 
signally marked the preset century, Tho im. 
provements In sclenco-the advancement of 
oduontion=tha elevation. of moml exeelloncee 

wero all dwelt upon with much clearness and 
force, Ancodote was frequently Introduced to 
illustrate stages of progress and reform in 
various pursuits, The whole was delivered in 
that pleasing and improsssive manner which fa 
essentially and peculiarly the doctor's, All 

present wero en‘ertalned and highly gratified, 
The high reputation of the Rev Lecturer ex 
olude the neoessity of any further remark, 
Our next Looturer was the 

Rev, Joskrn Hoga 
who favored us with hin well-known Looture on 
 Jorusalom 1" Thin proved to he a singularly 
Intorosting production, 
The delivery was very fine, The easy, lowing, 

earnest eloquence of the Rev, gentleman seemed 
to- transport Iris hearers to the real places and 
soonon #0 graphionlly desevihed. We were oon. 
ducted through Palestine stopping briefly to 
notioe the more prominent plioes on the rond, 
Joppn wan desorihed and cleeumstances noted 
colnolding with the Seripture Naretive, The 
distinguishing feature of Lydd and Ramah wore 
hastily portrayed, til, coming on, we at last 
from on distant eminence get + view of the Holy 

City. The Lecturer described beautifully the 
sensation produced by the flst view of this in. 
teresting spot,=the remembrances awakened — 
the nerveintions called up on gasing upon this 
place hallowed by so many scenes of undying in 
terest und unspenkable Importance tp the human 
rice. There stood the eity, one of the centres 
of our Lord's Ministry, There wore the moun. 
ting, the valleys, the plains and the brooks all 
saored to the memory of our Blessed Redeemer, 
Wo enter the oity and view 1i§" present cons 

dition,=ita inhabitante—ita buildings—its res 

muiny, The magnificent Mosque of St, Omar is 
noourntely dosoribed, 
The custom . of the people are noted and all 

the teaditions of the remaining Jews vividly, and 
touchingly nnerated, Time forbids me following 
this bewitching sketch further, The Lecture 
wir Just what might be expected on such nn 
unusually suggestive thome, It was Interspu sed 
with very toh -poetic imagory, and the whole 
nudienve wore soeingly entranced during ite 
entire delivery, All must lave lolt with the 
great ovehts, which marke | the hegluning of the 

Christian ern, fmpressed upon thelr minds with 
more than ordinney frosiinoss and foree, 

During the cawdng term other distinguished 

gentlemen will vecupy the platform from month 
to month, nutiees of which will be forwarded to 
your ullive, 

STUDENT, 
Acadia College, Dec, 23, 

hm - 

For the Chris'fun Messenger, 

IN MEMORIAM, 

ANNIE A. Parken, 

Died at Lunenburg, on the 8th inst,, eldest 
daughter of Obadinh Parker, Esq, in the 20th 
your of her age. Her sudden und unexpeoted 
removal haw cust “n shade ovor the family circle, 
and the community in which she was so ver 
recently en fod in carrying on on retail mer 
onntile establishment, Her demiso Is a solemn 
udmoniton to tho young to seek the Lord, and 
live In constant preparation for the hour when 
dentirshall come, Bo yo therefore ready also 
fir in such an hour ae ye think not the Son of 
Man comet: Her interment took place onthe 
10th iret, at North West, on which occasion a 
sermon was delivered hy the Rev, 8, March from 
Jub xvil, 13, to un large and sympathizing cons 
grogation, May the bereaved family find abundant 
consolation in the promises ol God, and experi 
once in this hour of trial his supporting and 
sustaining grace, «Com, 

ues Faaren, 
youngest daughter of tho late Capt, Charlos 
Foster, of Port. Medway, doparted this life at 
Bridgewater on Sunday morning the 10th inst, 

of 18 years and 0 months, deeply lamented by 
all hor friends and “acquaintances, Sho wan 
widely known in tho community nen young per 
son of great amiability ever rvendy to shew 
sympathy and render aid in affliction, huoyant 
and cheerful in socinl Lifo § w constant attendant 
at the Sabbath School, in which she was a 
thoughtful and attentive “pupil ; an earnest 
worker on behall of the benevolent ohjeots in 
connection with the ohureh although not a 
communioant; a lover of the prayor meeting : 
nn ardent friend of temperance, and a dovoted 
duughter and sistor, How sadly do we miss her 
geninl face, hor ohoorful voice, and active foot. 
stop, but wo shall soo that face, hear that volee, 
hnrken to that footstep no more==we doubt not 
sho in with the angels now, walking the golden 
stroots of the Now Jerusalem, and joining in 
the song of the ransomed belbre the throne, As 
pen ofully an she toll asleep, 80 may sho rest 
until the resurrection dawn; then ** rise to 
weet the Lord in the air,” And so may she 
* he tor ever with the Lord” The funom! was 
attended by a large concourse of sorrow ing friends, 
who were wecompanied by the members of 
“ Aonoln Lodge," of Froomusons, the ** Rose 
of Sharon Lodge" of G.I, * Phanix Division" 
No of T' and the Bridgewater Baptist Sabbath 
Sohool==n sermon was delivered hy the Rev, 8. 
Mareh from Job xiv. 14, All the days of my 
Appts time will I wait till my change come." 
Muy God support the sorrowing mother, who so 
very ponsivoly declares ** She wan a oomfurt 
to me," and the berenved sisters and absent 
brothers, nud proyure them all with a well 
grounded hope to sy, 

“Yot again wo hope to meet thee, 
When the day of life is fled ; 
Then in heaven with joy to gree®thee, 
Where no farewell tear In shod,” 

Com, w= 

Missionary Hutelligence, 

MINSION TO THE TELOOGOON, 
a csi 

Lerren ron Mn, Crovon, 
Ministers’ Institute at Ongole, Ongole, Aug, 

0, 180%, «I have heen very busy ; the day is 
hardly commenced before it is night, and yot 1 
suppose that each In of the proper length, 
From the first of May until the middle of June, 
while the hot winds were blowing; wo had a 
Ministers’ Institute as near like those two 
held nt the West as onr elroumstances would 
ndinit. All the native preachers, colporteurs, 
eto. wero In attendance, making, with the 
more advanced scholars in the normal sehool, 

afer wn short but severe [lines at the early age 

: se BS 

quite an audience, —filtoeen or twenty,  Kxoellent 
men, ben, cewett and Timpany, were invited to 
leoture for the ** Institute ;'' but as they lniled 
to come, I, in my poor way, lectured to these 
I nearly every day, Tho lectures 
were taken down, or yather notes of the lectures 
were taken by the preachers, ect, Tho lectures 
rover, each one went his way to write out as 
much of what.ho had heard as possible This 
(done, they by themsolves met and compared pas 
| pers, and ngain made out a report of the morns 
ing lecture, which was submitted to me, resoor. 
rooted, and then transeribed into a blank book, 
In this way they got the lectures almost in full, 
which gives them quite wn book, ready for re 
ference, 

Fifty Candidates for | aptism, Tast Sabbath, 
Aug. Ist, wan another time long to be remems 
bered by us, 
tism § wore ol’ these were from Cumbum, Ravy. 
prwity one of the eity of Cumbum, where there 
wend tw be thirty other believers in Jesus, 

ten thousand inhabitants, twenty miles north of 
Cumbum, being nearly a hundred niles from 
Ongole, The oandidates for baptism were of all 
NOR, from the youth of fourteen or fifteen yoars 
of age to the old and decrepit whose sofo 
here below in nearly at an end. In the after 
noon | immersed Torty-two, on profession of 
faith in Jesus, A little Pentecost iv wan, The 
ordinance was administered In our now ba 
tistory, which we had just completed, The 
p— in not in the chapel as is customary 
at home, but about a hundred yards distant, une 
der a beautiful tamarind.tree, 

I need not remark that the forty-two were 
thoroughly examined ; besides, cither myself or 
tho native preachers have known most of them, 
and more or less of their walk for months, The 
sighs whom wo did not receive wre“ Christinne, 1 
think ; but are entangled in marviage affairs, 
They may make everything right, and yet be 
numbered with the people of God, 
The whole scone, the place, the converts, the 

evening. tho thus dedicating the new baptistery 
the soul-oheering news from miny villages and 
the many other encourging signs of good in 
store [+ the—-an most people think—Godsfor. 
saken Hindus, made us groslly rojoloe, and gave 
us a foretaste of the happiness in store for those 
who love Josus, when all enemies shall have 
been conquered and He shall reign King of earth, 
ne He is King of heaven, | 
An hour after the baptism, wo again all re 

aired to the chapel and partook of the Lord's 
Supper, This was over, as usual, about nine 
o'clock a hymn was sung, and then, did we go 
out? Noi the disciples did not want to. They 
wanted to hear from memore, Then commenced 
an -goneral talk of the trials, difficulties, tomptas 
tions, abuse, beatings, perhaps,-and. perhaps 
worse, (several have heen beaten, nl at one 
time sixteen were in jail one hundred miles 
northwest of Ongole, because thoy were Chriss 
tians,) and the way they must meet all such 
trinls, 

At 114 o'clock I took leave and went to my 
cot to try to sleep, and they to their mats to 
sleep until daylight next morning, when all, ex. 
cept the preachers, ecolporteurs, ote,, went on 
their way to their hones, 
“ This is the Lord's doing ; it is marvelous in 

our eyes," 

Burma, 

Mission to Shans.—Mr, Cushing baptized a 
Shan woman the first Sabbath in September, 
She seems to have been a Christan for a long 
time, 

Mavlmain, Miss Lnswoll's sohool for Burs 
man girls, during her temporary absence in 
Rangoon for Her hadth, was continued very sues 
wally under the instruction of native tenchers 

Soveral young women wish to enter the school, 
who ‘will shortly be formed into a class for the 
study of the Bible and arithmetie, and improves 
ment in reading, writing, and necdle.wirk, The 
Burman Woman's Society have just held their 
annual meeting, Their contributions the last 
year were over 200 rupees, Some of the wo. 
men have maintained famil worship throughout 
the year, A Sunday afternoon Bible class has 
recontly hee commenced, which numbers over 
sixty members, old and young,” men, wumen, 
and children, ‘ 

Tur rREEDMEN IN THE SoutH, 

Walkiny 24 Miles to Sehool,—A  Missionar 
Teacher writes from Augusta, Georgina, + 
have seventeen colored postors, Sreachire and 
licentintes, in my theologioal sehool, ©! how 
engorly they listen, O! what a work to instruct 
them ! 1 never wanso happe in any work | have 
undertaken for God, na in looking down through 
the glistening eyes of these enger pupils and lets 
ting hight from God's Word into their souls, 
Wihatn wo k for them! What a work for 
others, through them | One good earnest hrother 
prencher walked twonty six miles to spend this 
week in our Theologionl School, and alinost wept 
when he parted with us last evening, 1 blows 

| God for the past week especially, among these 
| dear brethren ! 

We are informed by high authority that a 
Southern Presbyterian Blder haw sent a check for 
throe hundred dollars to the Baptist General 

| Amsooiution of Kentucky, saying in substance 
as follows: 
“The colored people are with you, They are 

Baptists, You, and pot we, oan and should edus 
onto thelr prenchers; 1 send this 300 to one 
cournge you to undertake this vitally important 
work," 

LE ad 

Tur Seine ov Curisr wasn missionary spirit, 
“He went about doing good.” O! that all his 
followers resombled Tlim is this respect, How 
in It with the reader ! 

Just fifty were — for haps 

I'welve were from Sookasul, a town of eight or © 


