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LESSONS FOR 1871

This Department of the Messenger has ocea-
sioned us sowe concern. What we bhave had in
it has been of mugh-yervice in the families of
many of our readers.. We derire to make it
more interesting and instructive. We have
concluded to adopt a Course of Lessons on

THE WORDS OF JESUS,

as prepared by Rev. G. A, Peltz for The Bap-
tist Teacher.” We shall oceasionally make use
of rome of the notes as given in that ueeful pa
per and from other sources ; 80 a8 to illustrate
the Lessons and make them of great value to
Parents and Teachers in the instruction of their
youthful charge.

Sunday, January lst, 1871.
Subject : The New Birth.
Recite,—Scripture Catechism, 164, 165.

Sunday, January 8th, 1871.
The way of Salvation. Joun iii. 14-21.
Recite,—S. C., 1606, 167.
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ANSWER TO BIBLE SBCENES,

No. xi.

The scene of Grief and Gladnees described on
page 404 may be learned from Luke vii. 11-16.

SCRIPTURE TEXT ILLUSTRATED.

Find the name of the person described in each
of the three ; first stanzas and the Precept re-
ferred to in tho last :

Who in the sultry mid-day hour,
Sat resting in the shade ;

And seeing strangers standing near,
To give them comfort prayed.

To spread the best of all be bad,
With kind and zealous care ;

Nor knew, until his task was done,

v He served his Master there ?

W hat propbet in a widow’s bouse
In time of want did stay,

Supported by the meal and oil,
mich did not waste away ;

And when her only son Jay dead,
And succour scemed in vain,

Te the poor mother’s breaking heart
Restored her child again ?

Who weary sat beside a well,
And nsked & woman’s nid ;
And when ’twas won, with gentle hand
Her lite before her laid ;
And left the precious gift of faith
To raise her sinful heart ;
o, to the village folk she went,
Her tidings to impart?

Let these three stories all incline
A precept to obey,

That pours a cheerful bléseing round
Upon life’s dosty way.

In kindly doing who can tell,
How rich may be the gain,

What golden links of truth and love
Are woven with the chain ?

“ JUST AS I AM.?

A few weeks ago, a little boy came to one of
our city miseionaries, and holding out a dirty
and well-worn bit of printed paper, said :

+¢ Please, sir, father sent me to get a clean

like that."’
king it from his hand, the missionary un-
folded it, and found it was a page centaiming
that beautiful hymu, of which the first stanza
is as follows :

“ Just as [ am, without oz:dplu,

But that Thy blood was shed for me,

And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee;—
O Lamb of God, I com¢™

The missionary looked down with lnw\ﬂt::to
the face earnestly upturned to him, and wsked
the little boy where he_got it, and why he
wanted a clean one.

« We found it, sir,” said he, * in sister’s
pocket, after she died ; and she used to sing it
all the time when she was sick, and loved it so
much that father wanted to get a clean one,
-and put it in a frame to hang it up. Won't you
' give us a clean one, sir 7'

This little page, with a single hywn on it,
had been cast upon the air, like a ialling leaf,
by Christian bands, humbly hoping to do some
possible good. In some little mission Sunday-
school, probably, this poor girl had thoughtless-
ly receiyed it, afterward to find in it, we hope,
t{o of her salvation. Could she in any
probability bave gone down into death, sweetly
w‘ that bymn of penitence and faith in

, 10 her latest breath, with the saviug
ho'ledr of Him which the Holy Spiris alone
imparts '

THE BIRTHDAY OF CHRIST--WHEN
WAS ITY

BY THE REV. HOWARD CROSBY, D, D.
Beth and the. sitme of year of our
fw » g |

"1 25th Pachon is 20th May. So, aooordin%oto
m

doubtful), and if the round numbers are to be
used with exactness, then the date of Carisr’s
birth by thie suthority would be B. C. 5.

2. Irknxus (Haer. 3,25) says: ** Our Lord
was born about the forty-tiret year of the reign
of Avausrus.” Now, the reign of AuGusTus may
have been reckoned from the death of Jurius
Cxsar or from the triumvirate, a year later. So
that, according to this authority (#/, again, we
disregnrd the important word ‘*about”), our
Lord’s birth was in B, C. 4 or B. 0. 3.

3. TrrToLLIAN (Adv. Jud. 8) pives the reign
of Avcustus as 56 years, of which 41 were before

"and 15 after the Nativity. Beginning with the
triumvirate, we complete 41 years in B. C. 2,
‘and thus have 15 years left for the reign of
. Aveustus, which satisfies the facts of history.
So, according to this authority, odr Lord wae
born in B. C. 2,

4. Cuement of Alexandria (Strom. 1) says
that curious investigations (they had to be curi-
ous investigation even in A. D, 200) gave both

car and day of Curisr's birth, to-wit, 25th

achon of the 28th ycar of Avausrus, Ol
. ovuree, here the reign of Auveuvervs is dated (rom
the battle of Actium, or the death of AnTONY,
a few months later (B. C. 31 or B. C. 30). The
Alexandrine epoch of Avcustus, which CLEMENT
would- undoubtedly refer to, dates from 1ts
Thoth—that is, 20th August, B. C. 30. The

this ** curious investigation,” Curisr wes
May 20th, B. C. 2. .
5. The Paschal Cycle of HiproLytus Porr-
vensis and the Computus Paschalis of { YPRIAN
ive d;ta which make the year of the Nativity
. O 2. , /
6. Svwpicius Severve in his Historia Sacra,
i ahout A. D. 400, says, * In the reign of
in the 33d year of his reign, Carist was
bovh, 4when Sasinusand Rurus were consuls, on
the 8th day before the Calends of January."
This is the 25th Dec., B. C. 4, or (itby ** Sabine
et Rufo Consulibus,” we take it as anticipation
the consular year of those two which began on
the 1st January) 25th Dec., B.C. 5. We might
multiply differing authorities, but this is enough
to show that there is no certainty rding the
year. The years B. C. 5, 4, 3 2 are each
claimed.

As to the time of year, we have SEVERUS' tes-
timony above, given ih the year 400, for Dec.
25th, and 30 years later, Tnroposivs Il. fixed
Christmas at that date. But we look in vain
for an earlier determination of the Christmas sea-
son of the yenr. The Oth January was the date
used in the Eastern\churches in the fourth cen-
tury. Eprpaanive of Oyprus (A. D. 367) uses
that date as an Eastern bishop (Panar , /i, 2),
Canon Browng, in‘hie Ordo Seclorum, by a care
ful examination of the time of Heron's death and
other connected events, c:.njectures Dec. 8th, as
the true date. Other authorities, with equally
careful examination, have fixed it on April 5th.

The truth is that the anniversary of our
Saviour’s birth was never celebrated till two cen-
turies had passed away after the event. It was

We see God's hand in this. The ** Lord’s Day,”
or the * first day of the week,” was the day of
convocation, the holy day of the primitve Church
Cowp. Rev. i. 10; Acts xx. 7; 1 Cor. xvi. 2;

ohn xx. 1, 19, 26). Any addition of holy
days would weaken this one. The appointment
of Christmas was a departure from primitive sim-
slicity, and was contemporaneous with sacre-

otal assumptions, a sign of growing external-
ism, which culminated in the gorgeous hier-
archical Church of the white- pagan,
CONSTANTINE.

The secason of the year in which our Lord was
born was most probably the spring. The beauti.
ful springtime of Palestine, we might suppose a
priori, would be the time chosen for the appear-
ance of the Hope of the World. When all nature
was putting forth a new life, how fitting that
the Lile from Heaven should start in its earthly

wth ! Moreover, we have great doubts
whether shepherds would *¢ abide in the field by
night” near Bethlehem about the 25th of De-
cember.

The nights in the hill-country of Palestine are
very cold in the winter, and shepherds at that
season seek shelter. But the scene in the gos-
pel (Luke ii. 8-16) is evidently stive of

ild_skies aud genial atmos bero."m use of
December by the Charches doubtless originated

the desire to conform to the customs of hea-
thenism as far as ble, and thus smooth the
road for the heathen to Christianity. In the
Roman world the Saturnalia, or festival of Sa-
turn, was the most merry and therofore the
most prized feast of the year, During its con-
tinuance no pablic business could be transacted,
the law-courts were closed, the schools kept
holiday, and evexyl®dy gave himsell up to abso-
lute relaxation and unrestrained merriment.—
Presents were given among friends and mock-
kings were elected in private circles. These
yearty paytias would e bard S & pagan '
y y would be ba a n to
surrender, Christianity may adopt it mmp
its name, the character of the lestival remainin
much the same, there being more fun than '
mkwlnhm world over, The ﬂ:lngof
presents and the Twelfth night King (in ﬂlsnd
are clear maiks of the old Saturnalia, A

su
“ho i man are apt tod te
| ::?o:‘rﬁea ri tlb’bn‘im) lntopm idays,
times of frolic , like the so-eal
¢ Fast-day” of New nd, which at once

m‘utothonhdtho wo meanings of the '
Jast., Let us bave fun and trolic to all in.
: but s Jet us not eall it wor-

35:-:' 21»-: l::b
“aither frolic or is 1o wee the.cant
and slang of the :

then too late to recover the date with precision. |

cension of Christ. O, it was
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(Fyom the Macedonian )
TELOOGOOS. 1

WHOLE VILLAGES TURNING TO JESUS.

Mr. Clough, ot Ongole. under date of Aug.
6, gives the following cheering intelligence :—

Our work still moves on like a noble river.
Every month I hear of whole villages that are
casting away their idols and turning to Josue
for salvation ; 183 bhave united withss since
January let. The last company, fifteen in
number, were baptized last Sabbath. Brethren
Timpany and McLaurin were present, having
come up to eee the place, preachers, people,
ete., ete., with us. Br..MocLaurin was highly

leased with all he saw ; we are glad, because
ﬁe will have &0 much more cournge to wade
through the Teloogoo roots and idioms,

THREE IUNDRED AWAITING BAPTISM.

A-native preacher among the Teloogoos, gives
a thrilling notice of the numbers who are turn-
ing to the Lord among that people. Mr. Olough
writes :—

Our native preacher, Kondiabh, lnqpornd by
the Sabbath-school in Burlington, lowa, who
labors north-west of Cumbum, and between
that city and the Ghauts, stated that he thought
that at least 300 on his field were ready for
baptism, I am off for that locality within two
or three days. The weather is very hot, but I
;)elieve I sball be taken care of, and have no
oars.

CONTINUED BAPTISMS.

mMl'. McLaurin, of the same mission, writes
us 1—

God is dealing very graciously with the mis.
sion. Br, Clough baptised twelve last month,
and expects to go to the water to.morrow. At
Nellore there is unusual interest just mow. O
God, bring many souls out of it. . Timpany,
in his last visit out, baptized thirty. To-mor-
row we expect quite a number in. They are
coming as 1 write, salaaming with gleaming
faces. There is cousiderable light in their
features, though there is consideruble dark too,

sowmmpffon
RENOUNCING IDOLATRY.

The onward progress of the mission among
the Tel ilp?:ldimhd by the growing will-
ingness of the people to renounce their idol
gvﬁn. Mr. McLaurin says, under date of June

' Yesterday was a good day for the ‘‘ Lone
Star Mission.” I baptized eleven into the like-
ness of the Lord and Master. Many more would
have been in, only that it is threshing time with
them, and all cannot leave at the sawe time.
Whgle villages are believing. In quite a num-
ber they have torn down tleir gods and temples,
and formally renounced idolatry.

DO_THEY GIVE EVIDENCE ?

On this point, Mr, BcL., in the same com-
munication, cffers the following satiefactory
testimony.

Some of those men, baptized yesterday, never
saw & preacher, pative or foreign, and never
heard of Jesus until a few weeks ago, And
yet it seemed as if there was no mistake about
their conversion. One man man said that he
felt it in his soul, and we could not shake him.
He knew it. Yesterday 1 was trying, through

an interpreter, to give them a short account of

the Bible story, from the Creation to the As.
painful to see the
amazement depicted on their faces : they had
pever heard so much Blble before.

BURMAH.
HOW SHALL THE FUNDS BE FURNISHED ?

Mrs. Van Meter, carrying forward in her
widowed stated the work of late husband,
makes the following representation in regard
to the Normal School in Bassein. So useful
and important & work ought not to languish for
want ol means.

Thie year, after all we could do to collect
from the Karens, finding their contributions
amounting to only Rs, %. with which to buy
paddy and everything, [ wrote to all the v
that we could not refuse one, two or three from
each village, and wished in every case the young
men and women would teach school the comiog
scason, #pd that those who were expecting to
enter the Theological school should come; but
more than that we could not receive, and we
ought to limit the number to lcss than twenty,
But sending in their *‘ only a very few,” we com
menced with thirty-seven, all vo earnest and
promining..'tbut we felt we could not .turn them

eral of our

away. ’Qul:f men are [rom
families who have but recently begun to wer.

ship.

A CouGH REMEDY NEVER KNOWN TO FAIL.—

8 Three cents’ worth of rock-candy ; three cents’

worth of liquorice ; three cents’ worth of gum.

e W e DXL ST
un $ §

ree cents’ worth ot’ snd a like

qlnsntit’ of antimonial wine. Lot it cool, and

sip whenever the cough is troublesome. It is

t, infallible, cheap, and good.— Eschange,
TR e ranl
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the readers of the Christian.
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For the Chrnistlan Messenger.

A TOVR IN GREAT BRITAIN AND
IRELAND,

Was the subject of a lecture delivered by the
Rev. E.M. Saundors before the Acadia Athensmum
on Wednesday evening 14th inst. Notwithstand-
ing the unfavorable state of the weather the
audience was much larger than usual, -The
lecture which occupied an hour and forty minutes
in delivery, received undivided and appreciative
attention throughout, Those who had seen what
has been written on the subject and especially
the exhauetive lettors of ** Edward Manning,”
might bave been led to expeot that it would
necessarily lack freshness and intereet, but
they were agreeably disappointed. . A mere
sketoh can do it little justice. Broad, clear
outlines of the physical fentures of the mother
country and the characteristics of its peoplee,
skilful aketches of local scenery, apt illustra-
tions, incidents of travel and humorous anecdotes
were happily blended and presented in a man-
ner 80 instructive and familar that the new and
useful knowledge was vividly impressed.

A happy allusion to the cgoism and wegoism
into which one giving the results of his own
observation falls, and an apology that lack of
time had kept him from well arranging his ma-
terials, introduced the lecturer. He at onece bore
his hearers to witness a sunrise at sea, one of
the mitigations of the evils of a trans-Atlantie
trip—the sun rising, not full orbed as on the
land, but first throwing up tongues of flame, till
a huge fire blases far away on the bosom of the
leaden sea and dyes the heavens with varied

Country reached, its appearance, as 1t first strikee
the eyc, was described. In the country all
traces of the primeval are nearly obliterated, the
indigenous trees are well nigh supplanted by the
laurel, the classic arbutus and the sycamore, the
whole face of the country is chastened and ho-
manized and the primal robe of Nature changed
for purple and fine linen. England is trane-
formed into & great garden. Ireland and the
North of Scotland are others, not so well kept,
The South of Scotland is a wilderness of moun-
taing, the home of deer and smaller game. The
central counties of England seem like a plain
reclaimed from some lake. At least one bene-
ficial effeot of the land.holding system may be
noted—the uniform and systematic manner in
which the agricultural operations are conducted.

The cities were next noted. Their buildinge
ol brick or stone, their streets closely paved,
the bridges of stone or iron, the lences of iron,
the mammoth stone quays of Liverpool, the
river Lee turned from its channel and taught to
flow between walls of rock, strike the mind of
the bebolder as made to endure. Next came the
appearance of the people. As a mass vigorous
and rosy, bearing off the palm for flesh and
freshness, causing one to say *' these can never
suffer [rom sickness,”

A view from the Round Tower of Windsor
Castle was next given. The touristand his con-
duetor are three hundred feet above the sur-
rounding country. The day is tho 28th of Oet.
Twelve counties are spread out before them,.—
The deciduous trees have not the gorgeous huere
of our own Autumn forests, bat are clothed in
pale russet and dun but a richer green than thag
which greets our eyes covers tho fields, for the
deep beautiful tiot of Summer has only been
succeeded by the lighter and more lustrous one
of Autumn ever changing with the fall of light

and shadow. The Home Park, the garden of

the Queen, 500 acres in extent beautifully
adoroed with pools, lakes and rivulets, s
away to the North and East.
o like parandise of 1800 acres -
South, Red and fallow dear roam through
it. Miniature vessels float on the surface
of itse lnkes. Every beauty deversifies it.—
The great avenue, a carrage way between two
foot pathe bordered by great elms, extends a
distance of three miles in a line ns straight ae
an arrow, to Snow hill, on whose summit stands
s huge equestrian statuo of George 111, looming
up agninst the background of sky, and seeming
s it abous to cherge down into the plain. To
the South East is Raonymead, the beautiful
birthplace of Eoglish liberty. There, crowned
with a thousand winters, still stande the yow

part with castile npudmm »#ub dry, | troe under which the charter was signed, and
rub she table on whish: it was laid ie still shown.

b 24 l!*' is: the - home of Fox. The tomb of

" Horschel and the last resting place of Burke are

TC s, The.pirw of She chuiches in whose
st E aad Girag and Ahaie. mothers
' ‘Mom

-Hare is the sconn of the

bues ; then gradually assuming a balloon shape,
and at last the full circular form. The Ol '




