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CHRISTIAN

touths’ Aepartment,

- BIBLE LESSONS,

(From ** Robinson’s Harmouny.")

Suuday, September 4th, 1870.
Joun xvii. 1-26: Christ's last prayer with his
disciples. :
Recrte—Serpture Catechisnty 135, 136, 137.

Sunday, September 11th, 1870,

CONCERT.
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ANSWER TO SCRIPTURE ENIGMA.,

e

NO. XLIX.

The palm waved over Elim's wells ;
Its groves fringed Jericho ;

Its brancher decked the Hebrew's feast,
In days of joy and woe,

The palm was carved on Zion's walls ;
It strewed the Saviour's way ;

And rapt St. John beheld it borne
In realms of fadeless day.

TUE PALM.

BIBLE ECKNES.

——

NO, IIl.

See this region of wooded mountains, min-
gled with wide and fertile plains, and bright
with many streams, Two kings have gathered
here their armies to battle. One stands upon a
bhill and makes an impressive speech to persuade
his rival to peace. For reply that monarch sends
an ambush round to fall upon the rear of his lve,
Thus assailed on both
sides by an army of twice their numbers, the
imperilled soldiers pray earnestly to God: the
trumpets sound, and while their shouts rise to
heaven the Divine arm bared for their delence
their foes are smitten by the Lord, and wore
than halt of them are elain,

()
“ THE MIDDLE LIFE OF MOSES.

P

A SONNET BY RICHARD WILTON, M. A.
Ere Moses could the prison doors unlock
Where Israel long in iron bondage lay,
On the green slopes beneath old Horeb grey
A lonely shiepherd he must feed his ock ;
There sit*ing in the shade of some great rock
Mark the swift eagle darting on its prey,
Or watch the forked lightnings fiercely play,
And listen to the awful thunder-shock.
Thus *mid the peaceful scenes of pastoral lite,
Or sterner sights of moantain solitude,
He spent long years in holy contemplation ;
'T'o brace his spirit for that arducus strifo
With Israel’s foes and provoeations rude,
Qf God’s own ransomed but rebellious nation.

e e+ e ————— e ——

JOHNNY'’S LESSON.

Johnny, come here, and look at the cat!
Notice how nicely she washes ber fuce !
Now iab.ing this chesk, now rubbing that,
Carctally putting each hair in its place.

Johnny, you dear, little, dirty elf,
Dow’t you feel a little ashamed of yourselt?

Her hands she takes next=—now Johuny, lovk there!
Carefully—=daintily--see'her scrub !
Now she arranges her soft, silken hair,
And her tail and her ears have an extra rah.
8he owns neither looking glass, towel nor comb,
Yet she keeps herself neat, abroad and at howme,

Johnny, what do you think of this?

Wiih that smile on your bright, little smutty face;
1 declare there is not & spot I can kiss!

And you know that your hair is never n place.
No wonder your hands in your pockets go!
You'ie ashumed of them, Johnny! you are you know,

Playing with marbles down on your knees,
Grubhing for angle worms under the ground,
Riding the tences and climbing the trees,
You're the dirtiest feliow anywhere round.
You know you are, Johnny ; you need not look huart!
You know yon delight to play in the dirt,

O Jolnny ! O Johnny ! what shall I do,
Is a question thaut pusrles we eveniug and morn,

( With a dear, loving, little fellow like you,

Who is always dirty, and tumbled, and torn !
~sohnny, it you don’t do better than that,
1 believe I shall send you to school to the cat,
= Congregational st.

A SINGULAR SUICIDE : CAUTION TO
" 41 NOVEL READERS.

J..B. Wilbite a young man abont twenty-two
ears of age, committed suicide at the Bates

{ouse, Indianapolis, on SBunday, by taking mor.

phine. He was from Owenshoro,'Ky., and left
a letter to a brother residing in Indianapolis, in
which, after giving some messages to his friends,
together with directions flor his funeral, he
said :—

1 believe, with. due respect for.the memor
of our mother, that [ have inherited this
destre for death from her, for you know that she
attempted suicide on one oce sion at least, [ be-
lieve in the old maxim, that the sins of the pa-
_rents are visited on the children, | would g:o
8 t deal to see you, Carrie and Mainee ; but
.1 know you would want to know why I was here,

B
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! FINGER-MARKS.

land 1 don’t know what T could tell you that you
| would believe. I believe, brother, that if I had
[ never read a novel 1 should now be on the high
'mad to fnme and lortune ; but, alas! I was al-
| lowed to read the vilest kind of novels when I
' wus cight or nine years old. I always loved to
l read, and before ever I saw a novel, [ had read
| what few books there was at howme. [f good
| books had been furnished me, and no bad ones, 1
should have read the good books with as great a
zest as I did the bad ones.  Brother, persuade all
persons over whom you have any influence not
to read novels.

A short time since a gentleman  employed a

|
|
|
|

' mason to-do some work for him, and, among

other things, to ¢ thin-whiten’’ the walls of one |
of his chambers, This thin whitening is almost |
colorless until dried. The gentleman was much
surprised, on the morningalter the chamber was
finished, to find ou the door of his bureau, nmnd-‘
ing in the room, white finger-marks. Opening,
the drawer, he found the sawe on the articles in|
it, and also on a pocket-book. Ap examination
revealed the same marks on the contents of a bag.
This proved clearly that the mason, with his
wet hands, hed opened the drawer, and searched
the bag, which contained no money, and had
then closed the drawer without once thinking
that any one would ever know it. The ** thin-
whitening' which happened to be on his hands
did not show at first, and he probably had no
idea that twelve hours' drying would reveal his
wickedness.

As the work wae all done on the afternoon the
drawer was opened, the man did not come again,
and to this day does not know that his acts are
known to his employer.

Children, beware ol' evil thoughts and deeds !
They all leave their finger-marks which will one
day be revealed. If you disobey your parents,
or tell a falsehood, or take wiat is not your own,
you make sad stains on your character. Andso
it is with all sin. It defiles the soul. It betrays
those who engage in it, by the marks it makes
on them. These warks mny be almost, if not
quit>, invisible at first, But, even if they should
not be scen during uny of our days on earth
(which is not at all likely,) yet there is a da
})oming in which every sin will be made mani-
est.

Never suppose that you can do what is wrong
without having a blot made on your soul, It is
impossible.  If you injure another, you by that
very deed, hurt your own sell, If you disregard
a law of God, the damage is your own. Think
—ever bear it in mind --dear children, that every
sin you commit lcavesn blemish upon yourselves,
Even should it not be seen by those around you
on earth, it will he seen, to your condemnation,
at the bar of God.— Home Journal.

FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE.

The war has once more brought to the minds
of men a name-which, though by no means for-

'could run fuster there than the best of our ter-
'restrial athletes.”’— The Spectator on ProcToR’s

MESSENGER, AUG! 31, 1870.

that in spite of the preponderance of land, u
vast deal of rain falls on Mars, especinlly in
winter, clouds often hiding the transfiguration of
the continents from our astronomers, and then
suddenly disappearing and leaving the continent
clear again,a clearing: u‘p which usually happens
about the hour ofnoon in Mars, just as our wea-
ther 8o often changes as the sun passes the meri-
dian ; that the length of the Martial year is near-
ly twice as long as ours; and that the force of

ravity on Mars is wuch less than half what it
18 with ue, so that, as Mr. Proctor exprosses it,
‘* & Daniel Lambert on Mare would be able to
leap easily to a height ol five or six feet, and he

* Mars the Miniature of our Earth.

Wissionary Yutelligenre,
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(From the Missionary Magazine, August.)
+ MISSION TO ASSAM.

LETTER FROM MR. STODDARD.
Visitto Garos, Balijana, Feb. 28, 1870.— We

Opening Fields.—The head man of this large
village, old, gray, and patriarchul in nppearance,
offers me the use of the ** Bachelors' Hall"" days,
for schools and preaohinf. He has an  intereet.
ing son attending our school, who ison the point
of becoming a.follower of Jesus.

Oun our way hither from Damra, we spent
several daxs at Jira, sixteen miles south of Gow-
alpara, weekly market is held there. 1 have
had u school thore three months 3 the people have
Just built a school house, Some asked for bap-
tism, and others are inquiring.

Still west, at Nibari, I havo another school
of recent date. Ihe people are now putting up
ahouse. Here aleo is a weekly market, visited
by thousanns of Garos, 1Inboth of these schools
I have Christinn teachers, and a catechist who
goes from place to place. With the blessing of
the Lord we way expect conversions, and a
church ere long at each of there points,

While 1 have been working west from Damra,
with two or three of the native preachers, others
have been working into the hillsa short distance.
They report several large vilages, whire the
people listened gladly. in only one were they
treated rudely. From this they were ordered to
depart immediately, a8 soon us it was known

bave been travelling we-t tw this place, which is
about ten miles southwest of Gowalpara. My
firet visit here was two yeurs ago with br Bron. |
son. Soon altter, a schoul was opened, taught by |
a Garo Christiun, and at my next visit, a year
ago, nine were baptized.

| have now been here twelve or fifteen days,
daily visiting, with Ramkhe and Rungkhu, some
of the surrounding villages. These are small,
tut numerous, and eusily appronched at thisdry |

season, As the harvest hus heen gathered, the

ple mostly at home.

. Gare Ornaments.—Many of the men were
busy at their little anvils, under the shadow of
Inrge trees, making very rude brass ear-rings.—
These are sold in lurge quantities at the weekly
markets, to the hill men and women. The men
wear from ten to.twenty in each ear, about two
inches in diameter ; the women, from twenty-five
to thirty-five in each ear, of a largo size, say four
inches .n dinmeter.  And this isnotall in the or-
namental line. Many of the women have one
solid mail ot ornnments, from low down on the
shoulders up to the very ehin, as long s one
string of lead, stone and glass beads cun be
tied above the other.

Iateresting Cases.—A fow of the many who
have heard the great ** truth us ic is in Jesus,''
the past two week: , seemed to give good heed to
the things spoken. Ouve married wan came day
alter day from ove of the more distant villages,
to listen to the ** glad sound.” [le had heard of
Christ beture, and was wont to visit the Chris-
tinns on Lord’s day, attend worship, and make
inquiries on this subject. lle was %ul.t.xzud yes-
terday with others.

ably fifty years, in very feeble health, listened
as for his hfe. 1t is seldom wo meot with a poor
dark heathea or any other sinner more eager to
drink in every word of Christ, ealvation, and
the resurrection. I learned he had spent several

gotten, had passed temporarily away from the

the sick bed, to which she is now cunfined, gives
directions and dictates rales for the government
of army nurses. . Let her sex, even the strong-
est-minded of them all, not forget that the love- ‘
liest memory of the Crimean war was created by

all the armies of the earth, and that in our own'
war we might, without exaggeration, say that
Florence Nightingale was at work among our
hospitals in camp and field.
“ 0, never be her name, in love,
By wise or good forsaken !

Nor is it well, even in so brief an item as this,

reer—that it was not by were charitable feelin
and overflowing benevolence that Miss Night-
ingale accomplished g0 much. She first mado
hersell thoroughly competent for the discha
of the duties to which she had set herself, Zeal
without wisdom is of no account, and this is a
lesson which it is very hard for some to learn.

LIFE IN MARS.

Now, in the case of the planet Mars, and in
the.case of the planet Mars alone, our astrono-
mers have really established the existence of a
similarity ol physical condition, which gives us
the strongest positive grounds for inferring that
even such creatures a8 we now are could some-
how make shift to live there, though ol courve,
not without a certain amount of preliminary
discomfurt while we wero trying to acclimatize
| ourselves. Mr. Proctor's phie aceount of

these similarities, ard his delighttul chart of the
 planet’s continents and waters, suggest t) us to
| discuss one or two of the known differences of
cuondition, in their relation to the probable re-
sults upon the his'ory and civilization of the
Martinﬂsu. First, let us briefly say that the
Martinlists have . world less in area than one of
our hewispheres to_explore; that in spite of
this, it has not very moch less land than the
earth, a much less proportion of its surface heing
occupied with water than on our globe ; that
(its scas are of the geneml type of the Baltic and

Yy Mediterranean, heing for the most purt narrow,

stragzlimg inland seas ; that the test sens

) ur‘:?:\; theguo hborhood ot the oolmth le
of Mars, whic buaellmte far scverer ‘t
the North Pole ; that theré™is a world of t-
ual snow at each Martial Pole, which can be seen
to diminish as the sumer returns to each hem-
isphere, and to increase as winter comes: back

to omit the point in the great lesson of her ea- |7 |y
g side.

months the past year in the teacher's house, ia- |
thoughts of men. A late telegram from Eng.!|49Wi0S sbous (“ml':“ thu:lbe b..“ foreaken evory
land tells us that ) LoreNcE NiGuTINGALE takes | h.‘;i“_t.l‘f".rl".’"‘l vful“l n;n abuw "'h{"e“‘g' to suc-
the greatest interest in the present war, and from | F1BC: {or s health, that he worshipped God to

the best of his knowledge.
A meeting was called there under the shadow

of the trees, of such Christians us were with me, !

We listened to his experience, to his desires,
asked him questions, and, being convinced that

a woman—and that afterwards her intelligence, | hl‘: Wals a child of grace, r(‘:\‘mw.d him into the
expcri(-nco‘ g vod sense, and active charit > led | caurech, A
to the revolutionizing of the hospital service in

Then there arvse a difficulty. was too
feeble t join our worship, two miles a on
Sabbath, und there was no stream rearer; the
springs at the buse of the hills run off in little
brooks. 8o with words of encouragoment and
hope, and with an assurance of our prayers and
sympathies, we lelt our new brother not expecting
to see him again in this life, as he seemed very
feeble. , .
lxaning out of the village on the opposite

came across a pool, ten by four feet, tilled
with three feet of pure spring water from the
hill side. Upun inguiry ffnund there would be

TE* no objection to ugie it as o baptistery, ns the

people brought”
above,

| Lachelors' Hall.—1t"en secured the ** Bach-
elors’ House" for me:tings, and gave notice that

'on Lord’s day I would meet there with the Bali-

' Jana Christians to worship God,

| Near the ceatre of every Guro village, there
isa house for the bachelors, that is every unmwar-
ried wan, young and old. This is their lodging
hiouse, while each boards and works in his own
family. Hence, yesterday, we all, about filteen
Christians, went to the heathen village of Rung-
gadam to worship Christ and administer ! is or-
dinance. It wasa goud and precious day to some
souls at least, '

The ** Bachelor’s Hall held but few of the
multitude assembled. But it was more pleas:int
under the troes than in the house, 'I'he weather
is most screne and charming till about the first
ol e‘l’umh.

orship and Baptism.—The le listened
with attention and good order wp:::ptmhing.
and the exhortations, But' when we buwed in
prayer, they fled noiselessly away, as though
sowe imp:nding danger was near. At the close
of the prayer, which was short, not one in ten
was to be seen.

" Wesoon reassombled st OuFHEw and beautifu)
baptistery, which “rods from the
house of worship. « The B8 WAS growin
to the edge of the pool ; the sun shone brightly
between the Lills, and frow two villages the peo-
ple were looking down upon the soene ir ¢
amagement. ¥our men were baptized, fro
many difforent places, indudln’-o.ui'fodble bro:
ther of Ranggadam. ‘I'hue we'may bhope that
the truth is spreading. '

eir water from the spring

At one of the largest villages, a man ol prob-' Bronson, as he pa

a8 | whole. ‘!h‘; mr“

who they were. ** \Vhy?" they asked. ¢ Itis
Just night, and we have hardly time to reach the
next town.”  Bat they were told they must at
once go, because recently two Garo Cliristians
had spent the night there. Soon after they left,

| the head man was taken very ill, for many days,

Hence the edict, ** no Christian shall ever enter

our village again, ’
The gog:;c healed and the Result.—Did 1 epeak

Y 'in my last, of a sick girl whom by, Comfort and

I found in the house of a man who had recentl
rice threshed and stored away, we found the peo- | ' 10 had recently

become a Christian (the first in his village),
'brought here by the parents for a cure by the ad-
vice of & Garo priest, who had been sacrificing
for her to no good ? This poor girl recovered in
the Obristian's house. Notaing strange, though
she scemed very low when we saw her. What
of it? Ihe whole village is now on the Lord's

side, and come four miles to worship with the

Christiuns at Damra.

| Superstiton drove the preachers from the vil-
lage ; superstition brought the sick child to the
house of the Christian. How much of the same
clement will lead many to ask for membership
in the Christian Churoz! But this is no new
element ; the people of Lystra and Derbe wani-
fested the same. We moet superstition every-
where. The Gospel of Chricuﬁu ean  wmake
us frce. As His ministering servants we pra
to be ‘*endued with power from above.” For

unlees ** the Lord build the house, they labor in
vain who build.”

Dr. Bronson welcomed. — Gowalpara, March 7,
~-Came in on the first. March winds have set
in. and the sun is very hot part of the day.—
 Several Garo Christivos have come in to see br.
sses up to Nowgong, [ had
‘hoped to go out again, but until we bave a little

rain to cool the air, it hardly seems safe. The
entire cold season has been unusually dry and
warm.

| 1 am making preparations t8 nccommodate the
Normal school and a class of our preachers duy-
ing the height of the rains, when it is impossi-
hle for the missionary to leave the bungalow.—
' Little can be dune by the nutive preachers during
these months, They all need much Bible in-
straction, which cannot be given during the five
months of itinerant labor.

24.—1I bave just spent a very plensant day on
board tho steamer with br. Bronson nnJ his
dau hter. They seem quite well cheertul and
bappy. May theirdays be prolonged for the
glory of Christ in Assam.

O the pleasurcof working for Christ and poor
lost souls! ~ Why is it that the laborers are so
few, and so reluctant to coter the glorious har-
vest field ?

BURMAH.

Mission 10 Karens.~Lerrer rrox Mg, D. A,
W. Suire,— Return to Henthada.—The Associa-
tion.—llenthnda, April 8, 1870.—[ have not
censcd to thank the gracious Providence, which
g‘lniled my, at one tie, hesi.ating steps to this
place,

We left Rangoon Saturday morning, Jan. 29,
Just tvo weeks lacking » day from tne reception
of the laconie te m directing me to ** Go.”
On the bllowing Monday evening we reached
our destinati m and received a cordial welcowe
from both Karen and Burman disciples.

On Feb, 10, tho Burmese Associntion met in
this town. We had thus the pleasure of havin
nearly all the Burmese wissionarics on this side
of Maulmain to assist in our ** house warming. "
From the time of vur arrival until Murohn{-l,
was occupied in short Sunday trips to adjoining
villages, receiving of visitors, and getting the

place and buildings ready by suitable repairs for
the coming monsvon.

The Karens their own Almoners.—I think 1|
wrote last year of the plan of waking the Hen-
thada Karens the almoners of thoir own contri-
butions, L tried it last year with most gratilying
success. Hitherto the annual contributions have
been  committed to the missionary, to be ox-
pended in accordance with his jadgment, for the
interest of ¢he cause in the Henthada D istrict.
With this arrangement the Karens baye felt the
most entii e satistaction, and have never requested
an accouct even of expenditures, from the wis-
sionary. Indeed, they made several ohjections to
taking the charge of their own funds. But it
socmed to me that the time had arrived when
tho Karens would receive very materinl beoefic

8| from feeling the care of disbursing thoir own

blirsing their owneontributions as m to
them &-t, Tbmwould us feel a Ef::o“:.o-
nul iiterest in gondition of the .field as o
v ! 5" , h,thonm.\wuh all
its resources v 0 Asions
for grie, was pm. Ad nob the mlssiane:
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