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For the Christian Messeuger.
LETTERS FROM GREAT BRITAIN.

No. 8.

Gy or Uork, Irruanp, Aug. lat. 1870,
Dear Editor,—

In this land of saints it scems a very proper
thing that a certain St. Fian Barr, the island-|
hermit of wild Gougane Barra, founded hero,
Gill Abboy, ubout the beginning of the 7th
century, on the ruins of a pagan temple. Huts

Edwards, James North, « Phillips and Mor.

an Edwards.
8

Thieso is reference to the Records of ‘n Baptist
Church in Monmonthshire, Wales, which gives
ten churches in Ircland in 1068 :—One in ench

of the following places: Duabling  Waterford,

Clonmel, Kilkenny, Cork. Limerick, Galway,
Wexford, Carrigfergus and Kerry,

The DBaptist Church in Cork owns a stone
chapel in  Marlboro' street onpable of ne-
cornmodating about. one hundred and twenty-
five poople, and has a yearly income [rom
lands and buildings of upwords of seventy
pounds, It is at present witliout » pas-
tor and cannot be said to be in a prosporous
state. 1n the abgence of a settled ministry I
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this mood the word ‘¢ Easrny ' strikes him as
quito suitable for the purpose.  While he gam-
buls around ** Easiny ' ho séatters from both
distru ‘tive missiles 5o varied, nnd vast as to
convineo himself that he will either strike
“ Campbelliem ** or give it o might‘y bad scare,
Lot us take up these missiles one by —one, and
look ut them a8 weo pass,

1et. T had said that Peter's liearers felt glad
when he told them how easily they could come
to the name of Jesus and be saved, He adds
‘* And whence so eusily ? Simply by being
baptised.” Agnin he charges me with teaching
that a man oan give no other renson of the hope
that is in him than ** the fact that he was bap-
tizsed.” And he agnin excluims ** Oh the amaz-
ing virtue of this baptismal rite."* That Mr,
Davis is ** honest ™ in sending these things out
into the world 1 shall neither affirm or deny
becnuse I do not know. This is known to him

sprang up around the Abbey, and the fame of Wan informed, that Plymouth brethrenism has and to Another. One thing I do know that when

ite Seminary drow together many hundreds of,
echolars from all parts. An abbey of thei
Canons Regular, cglled afterwards the Red
Abbey, was also founded in the same century,
Some of its remains still exist, 7

Early in the Oth century the rovin Scn-kin‘?ﬁ
camo over, and pillaged and burned the towh.
New buts rose on the ashes of former ones, and
in the 10th century these Scandinavinn rovers
ascending the - Lee in their vulture-beaked |
galleys, agnin and again attacked the town, |
settled here, engnged in trade, and laid tlw'
foundations of the present city. Tt was sur
rendered to the Anglo-Normans, by the Prince
of Desmond, in 1172, A Grey or Frnn_ciomn;
Frinry was founded in 1214 at Shandon, on the
north side of the city ; and the Dominicans sot
up & Friafy some 15 yoars later. Noar the|
middle of the 12th century the monastery ofl
Gill-Kda was founded near the site of the pros-
ent Queen’s College.  Other priories and nun-
neries ecarly existed here, and at time of the
Reformation, the city scems to have abounded
in religious confraternities, There is suid to be
a valuable collection of theological and his.
torical works in the present Cuathedral ol St.
Fion Barr, but it it sealed to the inhabitants of
Cork. A

Perhaps St. Patrick was not o Baptist] it is
certain that St. Finn Barr was not ; neverthe- |
less ' few of that nncient stock have worshipped '
God in this land, 'The time was when o Bup-
tist church trimmed its lamp, that its light
might shive in this city., Shortly after my ar-
rival here, I sought information respecting ite
history and yresent condition,

Aflter some enquiry, 1 galned aoccess, through
the kindness Mr. Thomns Howard, land steward
to Smith Barry, Esq., M, P., Foty lsiand, to the
records of the Baptist Church, From s short
examination of them I learned that Edward
Rigge, Beq., cawe to Ireland about two hun-
dred yours ago as commissioner appginted by
Parlinment to sell forfeited estates, Ho settled
about seven miles from Cork at Riggednle which
evidently was indebted to him for its name.
For many years he was member of Parlinment
for the Borough of Bandon. He invited the
people of his neighbourhood on Sundays to his
house and preached the gospel to them, e was
esteerned us n wan of talent and picty. Alter
a little he was assisted by o Mr. Woods who |
settled on his estate ** in the quality of a school
master, and took the children of Major Edward
Riggs under his tuition, and instructed thew in
claseien] learving.'” His labors for non-con.
formists in and out of Parlinment are highly
¥poken of in the records. One of his daughters
was married to Thomas Delaune, who went to
London, 'There he beeame very intimate with
Benjamin Keach ; and assisted him in compiling
his ‘¢ Philngia Sarraor, key to open Scripture
Metaphors. *  Delaume was persecd®ed in Lon-
don,  and after much suffering died in 1085,
 He behaved with greatness of mind in the
bitterest extremitys.” A son of Mr. Woods wis
deacon of the Baptist Church which was catab.
lished in this city, chiefly through the ¢fforts of
the widow ot Major Riggs. There are records
of the devotion and labors of widows to keep
tho chureh alive, when its visibility was in
serious peril. The little flock contendid at
times for equal privileges of public worship and
burial of their deand which had been denied
them. Mre, Riggs presonted the church with
land for & burinl ground which it holds to this
days. Rev. Mr. Coleman wus pastor in 1075,
and Rev. Joseph Pettil in 1720, At this time
the membership of the charch was forty-seven,
During the pastorate of Rev. Mr. Gibbon, Wes-
leyan preachers nppeared in the eity, and gnined
for thewselves no flattering notice un these old
records,

There is & record of two Associations.  One
was held in Waterford, Juve 17th, 1768. Revs,
James North; Wm. -Bolton, Morgan Edwarde

and ——Phillips coniposed this body. ‘The other
Association was held in Dublin, June 17, 1789,

lieved,

been introduced into the chureh and embraced

by a majority of the members. The Plymouth
Brethren bere are divided into two seotions, one

'oalled Newtonites and tho otfr Dnrbyiteu.‘

They have been rent asunder by diverse views of
dovtrine nnd ehurch order. One party meets in
Queen Street and the other in Tucky Street,
The Quakers still have an existence in this
city, n congregation assembling statedly for
worship, It was among the Quakers of Cork
that William Peon, about 1049 heard a sermon

' which was blessed: to his conversion. The In-

dependents have n congregation of about 300,
the Mcthodiete, Primitive and Wesleyan about
500, the Presbyterians about 1000, and the
Episcopalians 1800, ? :

The rest of the city (which numbers about
100,000 souls) regard themselves na the religious
de: condants of St Finn Barr, and his succes-
sors i und acknowledge both the supremacy and
infullibility of an Italinn bishop, his Holiness
Pope Pius IX.

Yours truly,
iowarp Maxning,

e

v &

For the Christian Messenge:. 4

Mr. Davis' 8rd. Protest is against what he
calls my views of christian experience, 1 am glad
he quoted #o largely from my lettor on this sub-
Ject na [ am particularly anxious to huve it
understood. In that letter [ endeavored to
shiow how a man may be honestly mistaken in
thinking he is pardoned by taking his Aappy
Jeeling wstead of the sure word of the Saviour
a8 the proof. A man who is convinced of #in
and sces no way of escape will feel in deep
trouble.  But as soon us ~hie hears und  believes
that God is willing and wuiting to save him
through the death of His Son, and sees what
God will have him t) do in order to come to his
death, and fully resolves to do will feel re-
[Te hus now the sottled purpose ot com-
ing to Josus, and his mind is in & measure at
rest.  Now this rest can be taken and doubtless
is taken by many as o prool, that they are par-
Joned instead ol the Aope that they will be par-
doned when they comply with the Lord's condi.
tions of pardon,

On the duy of Pentecost Peter's hearcrs were
fully convinced of their sins, but did not know
what to do, They weve pierced to the heart.
When Peter told them to repent and be baptized
in the Naug of Jesus Christ for the remission of
sins, and they should reccive the gift of the
Holy Ghost, They gladiy received his word and
were baptised and they were glad as soon as
they heard his word, not beeaure they had the
gift of the Holy Spirit then, or were saved th n,
but they felt fully pevsuaded that they would be
saved just as soon as they complied with the
tere, They had the joy of anticipation when they
heard how they cvuld be saved —they had the
Joy of posscssion when they came to Jesus in
his appointed wry, Jesus' law said ** He that
believeth and is baptized shall be saved,' and
just an soon ne that could be afirmed of them,
Jesus told them they were saved., Let the
reader who trembles at the word of God, look
into Christ's law of pardon for ** all the world"
‘“every creature’’ (Mark xvi, 15, 16), and seo
its first working under tho direction of the
Holy Spirit (Acte i, 37, 38), and say befire
the searcher o' hearts ut what point i) that Jaw
is enlvation—the gilt "of the Holy Sﬂkit
promised ? * Mr. Duvis says he puts it befire
baptism, T put it ufter. Now [ ask which holds
by the law of Christ?  But to prevent the possi-
bility of mistake, let the reader lovk at the pisee
of conversion under the unerring direction ol the
Holy Spirit, such as that of the EBunueh, Saul
of Tarsus, the Jailor and his houses, &¢ &o., and
#ay ot what poine  did each of these rejoicy in
the nesurance that sheir sine were forgiven ;
Was it before or after they bad obeyed?

My remarks on the Pontecostal converts and

|

[ taith.”

Peter told these convicted Jews how easily the
could come to the mame of Jesus, he did not w{l
them it was *‘simply by being baptized.” 1 also
know that I have repeatedly in these letters, us
elsewhere declared that I did not belicve any
crson o fit subject for baptism until he had
lieved with all his heart on the Son of God,
and determined with all his heart to turn from
his sins to the service of God. That unless w
man is 0 thoroughly changed by the Loly Spirit
ns to love God, anﬂ perve him his baptism in
water is a sham,
2nd, Mr. Davis seems to compare this easy
method  with that which declures that the
sprinkling of water on a person that has neither
faith, repentance nor kaowledge makes him * w
member of Chrigt, the chill ot God and an in-
heritor of the kingdom of heaven.” This, how-
ever, is the written oreed of & large portion of
‘* evangelical christendom " of the purity of
whoso fuith he boasts 80 much. O, consistency
whut a I)ewel thou art, '
3rd, He next points us to the Romish Church
aud their Easy terms, But as 1 will not ae.
knowledge their yoke to be easicr than that of
Christ nor their burden lightor thin Christ s,
his platitudo Ts useless.
4th, But Mr, Davis comes at last to his
favorite theme, and holds it up for admiration.
He gives it w new name and adds ** Siwmple "

and ** hearty "’ to it as pleasing articles of

dress, the thing itself be culls ** Exclusive
“ Fuith alone ™ is its common nume
and ** dead faith," ity seriptural name, ¢ Kx-
clusive fuith ™ is fuith that is alone will not as-
socinte with repentance or obedience of any kind.,
James denounces it as n mere sham, us de d ws
A corpee.

Mr. Davis alludes to John i. 12, when we
learn that to as wmany us received Christ, beliey-
ing in his name he gave power to become the
sons of Ged, Those who did not believe in Jesus
had not the power or privilege to become the
sous of God. Those who did receive him h»
allowed to take the steps necessary, to the new
birth or to becowme to sons of God. Jesus tells
Nicidemus in the 3rd ot John what these steps
were, which agree exnctly with the commission

Now I aek was it those who had * exclusive
fuith” . e, those who did nothing but believe that
become sons nf God ? or those who had inclu-
smive faith, Let ussce. InJohn viii, 30, we read
that many Jows believed in Jesus, He spoke
approvingly to them, told them if they con-
tinued in hie word they would be his diseiples
indeed, ang in other words they would become
the sons of GOd. But theirs was * exclusive
faith, *  They would not take astep in the
right dirsetion and were told (v. 44,) that they
wor: of their father the devil,

In Johu xii. 42, is unother cnse of ** exclu-
sivo laith.,” Many rulers believed on Jesus, hut
would do no more than believe. They would
not conless him. Which must | ¢ done before they
oould becomne the sons of Gide™ ** For with the
heart, man believeth unto righteousness and with
the mouth contession is mude unto salvation "
(l‘\.m- X. lo-)

‘Now we might look through the Acts of the
Apusties and thore we find numerous cases of in-
clusive fuith,  They were not satistied when they
believed with all their hewrt in Jesus, but in-
stantly inquired ** What slall wedo " ? +¢ W hat
will toou bave me to do " &o., and immediately
cunlessed Jesus, and obeyed him 1n his positive
appointment,  Hence the difference between
** oxclusive fuith " and a ** faith that works by
love and purities the heart,'

Lis ** Camphellite dogma of the reception of

baptism " we will touch lbriefly. The Bible
s1ys nothiog about the reception of bgpt'sm.
It describes baptism as n positive commund of
Josus Uhrist, to bhe uhu,ycd by his fullowers, but
never describes it as a gift or quest to be recei: ed
by any one,  Hence we leave Mr. Davis to denl
with tha Ulmt;bollit.e dogma ns it deserves,

Sth. When Puul told the Corinthians to prove
thewsclves, he did not express a doubt of their
past sulvation, but usks them it they did not
know vne of two things —either that Christ was
in tbew at the tiwe, or they were reprobates,
Every branch in Christ that bears not fruit
God takes awny (Jno, xv. 1) These Corin-
thians bad Acard, be ieved nnd were baptised, nnd
ut the time Paul wrote to thew they Were either
in Christ boaring fruit, or cut off a8 reprobates.
Su Mr, Davis brings evidence in their caso for
and ot against Jesas' law of pardon,

Oth. But lust of wll come the ** converted
thief ' wod ** Simon Magus.” Why will Mr.
Duvis bring up these two ? | can see no other
reason thao 8 bave them stand ngainst the law
that Jesus mude, and sent ** into all the world »
bocuuse that law hue baptism in it He reasops
thus—The thiel was saved without haptism ;
Siwon was b ptised and not saved, hence bap-
tisn is not connected with salvation, But what

exposition of Romans vili, 17, scem rather too

Present Reve. Duniel Mua, Wm. Bolton, Saml.-

pluain, and pointed for Mr. Davie to question
and he tries the furce of ridicule. While in

A

of tho law ot Obrist? Now Mr. Duvis will not
come square out and meet the law, but some

how or other | interpret it wreng or there must
be some thing astray, Here are the thief and

20%

Simon standing out against it. Very well.
Where was the thiet when Jesus made the law
and sent it “ into all the world’'? Does Mr.
Duvis know that he was not in the world at all
and never would be in the world again? Then
this law was never sent to the ‘thiel he was
not under it, and his case had nothing to do with
it, So he gives no testimony agninst the terms
of the commission. Agnin--Does Simon's case
Rruve that baptism is not a condition of pardon ;
‘hen it nlso proves that beliof is not a condi-
tion. Because it is just as true that he be-
licved a8 that ho waa baptized. But says one
‘* Simon had the wrong kind of faith.” It so he
had the wrong kind of baptism. Because there
are just as many baptisme as faiths, So if
Simon's case proves that a man is saved without
baptism, it proves that he is saved without fuith
and not only one part, but the whole of the
commiesion is contradicted.

But who said that Simon waa not saved ? The
inspired historian did not. Luke records the facte
in his conversion ns minutely as those of the
cthers, and not n word or hint of disapproval
till scme time after, when he sinned in seeking
to purchase a power in which he had neither
lot nor part—a power that belonged only to the
apostles, 'The apostle told him where he was
astray, and urged him to repent of that wicked-
ness, and pray God if perhaps that thought of
his heart might bo forgiven hjm, Ienve Mr.
Duvis’ failure here is a8 complote s in the past.
Others as well us Simon can do wrong after they
are saved, and all should wateh and prny to be
sustained bym power divine. But though heaven
and earth pass away not a promise of Christ's
shall fail.

Mr, Davis it scoms is troubled about the
EASY way of coming to Ohrist.. This is to be
vegretted. It was u great work to provide sal-
vation for a lost world—a work which enlisted
the infinite energies of the Father and the Son
and the Hul{ Spirit.  But when God bestows on
man that ealvation xo costly and #o grand in it.
self, he requirce man to receive it ns a child
receives a gilt. Excopt he receives the kingdom
of beaven as a little ¢hild he eannot enter there-
in.  Thus we find that when the great and wise
wnd mighty of he earth rejected the simple
terms of salvation, the poor and teachable ae-
cepted them., Men tumble at what is below
them nut at what is beyond their reach, and
Christ is invariably represented ae a stumbling.

stone because they look for grent things. His
yoko is too easy and his burden too light. Two
in God's infinite wisdom are

great ur‘w«u

m\uwmg‘d )y the simple nnd easy terms on which
he bestows salvation on the seeking s'nner. lst.
These terms mect the condition of the masses,
20d. They show that the merit is notin them. |,
solves nor in him who is saved, but ultogether
in the death of the Savioar, Mr. Davis wants
something bharder, darker and more mysterious
{or anxious sinners, and hence his furious and
prolonged attucks on what he styles ** Renigion
M DE BASY."

This confirms what I'said of ministers keeping
men in their sins—teaching them to look for
something greas in themselves instend of sub
mitting with the willinguess of children to be
saved by Jeeus,

1 know whereof I speak I could not learn
from preachers how to become n Christian though
| sought it for years. Though' they said much
that was good and true, yet when it cume to the
steps. 1 was to take to be a christian all was as
dark ns midnight, Before | gave up all hope |
tried to find o the New Tustament from thie
Saviour's own teaching if it was possible for me
to be saved. There [ found the way of salvation
80 plain and easy that 1 could scarcely believe it
true. But the more I read and prayed the
deeper was the conviction that I had been alto-
gether wrong, looking for a great work in my-
sell instead of looking to Jesus I did with all
wy heart what he told me to do, trusting to
nothing but his precious blood to save me, and
[ do not remember the moment from that Jday
till the present, thatl had & doubt of the
Saviour's parduning wercy unworthy though 1

aw.

"el‘hut ministers are in the dark when sinners
enquire how to come to Christ, I fully believe.
But Mr, Davis is ol a different mind, and speaks
of the soundness of ** evangelioal christendom
oo this point,” 1) the different denominations
‘)rnpuro. the same stops for anxious enquirers?
Vhen one party receives accessious <o the others
rejoice, and assist them in the work? How
many of these sects would proclaim to nnxious
sinners what Peter told those who asked ** what

shall we do ? or whant Ananins to.d Saul when he
asked, What shall T dv Lord ? Have not anxious
' seats and many such schemes been invented ns
'substitutes fuor Christ’s arranzements? Wiat
“one evangelival tmrt.y glories in an ther detests.
| nd yet Mr. Davis thinks these conflicting
| parties are fur sounder on thuse points, than those
' who nre determined to hold the easy way of the
‘npostles,  Let us hear the testimouny ol a very
colebrated evangelical preacher,

** There are scores wnd hundreds, of persons
- who would wny with moistened eyes when asked
yes we would rather be Christians than have
any other gilt in the worid, Now when [ look
at the fact that during our Master's own times
and during the tiwes of the Apostles’ personal
administration upon earth it did not Ata{w per-
sons weeks or month to become Christidnsg nor
days nor even hours ; and when [ remember That
under one sermon thousands of men began to be
Christians [ am satisfiod that our method is
different from that of Christ and the Apostles -
and that there is sowme where or other a mistake
either in them or us,'  Henry Ward Beecher,

Such is the testimony of one who felt the
influence of a departure from Apostolic Chris-
tinnity in preaching the guspel to sinners, and
0ae who hns the independance to acknowledge it,

Yours fnuwmglld.
. CRAWFORD,

New Glasgow, August 4th, 1870,
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