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“ Who {s this that comoth up from the wilderness
leaning on her beloved ?'==Cantioles 8: 8

Josus, I lean on theo,

My tottering steps sustain | .
The way is rough and [ am weak,

And filled with grief and pain,

But still I lean on thee,

Through all the weary wag :
Thy gracious arm surroundeth me,
Thy presence is my stuy,

Yes, while I lean on thee,

Both grief and pain are gone,
All ills before thy presence flee,
Thou, thou, art ALL In ONE,

O, [ will lean on thee,

Till all lifo's ills are o'er,

T'oil shall bo swoet, even rest to mo,
And sorrow known/no more,

Josus, 1 lean on thee,

U{um thy loving breast ;

All strength thou art, all joy to me,
Eternal pence and rest,
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BENEVOLENCE IN BUSINESS,

Weo recently listened to a spirited dis.
cussion which hinged on the definition of
benevolence. Which is the more benevo.
lent, he who gives ten cents to a beggar
and ten thousand dollars to a charitable
society, or he who, without giving awa
any money, conducts his business in sue
a manner that the greatest possible num-
ber of his fellow creatures shall share with
him tho betieflt of it? As in all discus.
sions, 80 in this; more than half tho ar-
guments were simply statemonts of pre-
judioces, and the largest show of those oar.
ried the day. :

We suppose the majority of men will
always be in favour of doing good * in
the lump"” rather than by detail ; it is an
easier proocess, sooner through with, and
olicts more general admiration, But we
would eall attention to the exceeding worth
of that practical benevolence which de-
votes time and thought to lightening the
burdens of the poor indirectly. [If it is
charity to give to the destitute, it is more
than chnrit{y to provide remunerative om-
ployment, for thus, while affording relief,
we help men out of dependence to a posi-
tion of self-respect. Alws.giving, even
when most diuorootly'ordnroﬁ. is- but o
tomporary expedient, which often aggra.
vates. the ovil that itis designed to allay.
There aro fow recipients of charity who
are not weakened in character by its be-
stowal, and the givers are often betrayed
into false theories of philanthropy.

There is a practical truth in the maxim,
“ Business is business,” and yet it is some-
times greatly abused. When a man con-
siders that money putinto the contribution
box on Sunday discharges his obligation of
helpfulness to his fellow.man; when he
makes his annual subscriptions a set-off to
methodical meanness in his treatment of
employees ; when he is more anxious to
obtain the highest possible per cent. on his
oapital than to make life tolerable to the
workers, he is deceiving himself. He is
not benevolent ; he is not a good business
man. Tnenet rosult of his business and
charitable operations is a loss of manlincss,

He does not truly love his neighbour, forl(}od oan use laws to nccomplish what he

he takes uu{l with one hand more than he
has given with the other. Ho is not doing
a large and sucsessful business, for while

his own income may be large, he is mak-

ing that of hundreds and thousands as
small as he can, He is pinching his own
soul instead of enlargeing it, he is put.
ting a drag upon human progress.

6!0 do not believe that there will be any
oxtensive and permanent healing of those
diseases which spring from poverty until
benevolence invades the counting-house
and the factory, It is not that clerks and
labourers are to be overpaidy that the
same amount of money is to be earned in

oight hours that can be earned in ten ; or
that capftal and brains are to have and
oxercise no advantagoes over mo¥e musclo
but that every man, from tho capitalist to
the hod ocarrier, shall be less grecdy of
profits——more willing to share his good luck
with those worse off than himself.

As affuirs are now gono:y conduoted,

{'business is simply a gamo of** grab ;" he

who oan use his elbows in 4 manuer most
regardless of his neighbour's ribs, and do
the most * bluffing" ?a,honmxrod with the
highest reputation for business ability.
It matters littlo to the struggling poor at
largo that this or that firm, which makes
the ** largest sale,” gives 10,000 dols. a
yoar to charitable institutions, for thereare
thousands upon thousands who feel the pros.
suro of a monopoly, there are willons
whose daily bread is poorer for the extor.
tions of these **benovolent” men. The
ten or twenty per cent. rdded to a fair
profit is so much- wrung out of bodies
alreudy blistered by the burdens of pov.
orty. A matu who makes his million by
an oppression liko this cannot buy a title
to benovolence by a **generous dona-
tion,"

But in the * good time coming,"==will
it ever como, we wonder }~=wo shall see a
greater roadiness to tuke timoe and trouble
—ore precious to a business -man than
gold=for helping a neighbour, an employee
a weaker brother in neod of holp 3 we shall
see no less ocarnestness in tho pursuit of
fortune, but it will be an carnostness towe
pered by consideration for the welfare of
those loss fortunate; we shall perhaps
have no more organisations for the remov.
al of distress, but,there will be constant care
to prevent ite=Christian Union.

P o I

DIFFICULTIES IN REGARD TO
PRAYER.

BY REV, KENDALL BROOKS, D, D,

There are difficulties whish all of us feel
connected with prayor,  Almo-t every
thinking person has asked the question
agnin and again, ** How oan it bo that
(tod answers prayer ! Can God, an un.
changeable being, consistently allow our

etty prayers to provail with him?" This
&udi oulty which affects even us Chris.
tians more or less. Let us look at it
To be i pecifio,~can there be iny turning
aside of the lnws of nature by our peti.
tions ? Is it not folly to pray that a
missionary orosting the sea, for instance,
may be kept from wreck? The objector
says that if tho ship in  which he rides
moots a severe storm, and the ship be not
sound, and the dfficors and orew be not
skilful, the ship will go down; otherwise,
she will mako her destination in safety,
What, then, i3 the use of prayer? 8o,
again, continues the objector, why pray
for n sick man? Such and such condi.
tions being fulfilled, he will get well;
otherwise, he will die.

Nature is o great machfne, working ne-
cording to oertain principles, producing
definite rosults, What power is there in
prayer to move it?

0 role. the objector doos not go far
,enough. Nature may be called a mechans
ism, truly, coutrolled by definite principles,
'But it must not bo forgotten that God is
fovor all, A piany gives forth from onch
key the very same sound always. Yet the
‘player can strike different koys and thus
produce different results, as far as har.
‘monies and melodies are concerned. So

 wishes. Honeod notset them aside. Thay
‘are oll in his band,  He can, thén answer
prayer.

| ut, further, if he can, will he? Per.
haps his purposes are nuoh.—-ﬁurponcl form.-
ed from oternity,~that he does not
soo best to answer “Prayer. In roferance
'to this we may sofely and confidently rost
upon God's doclarations in his word, e
declares that he is willing to hear prayer,
It is not presumption, thon, to say** prayor
moves the arm that moves the world"
Moreovor, the Christian knows from his
own experience that God does hear prayer,
Aud then, too, the history of the world,

;i{aliﬁxx, Nova Scotia, Wednesday, May 25, 1870.

beforo and espooially sinee Christ, is full
of records of tho answors of prayer,

But anothor difficulty arises, Moen are
all tho while prayin f?:r things which are
not received. Such unanswered prn‘yern
are innumerable, Why isit? Why is it

ranted further that the Biblo teachos
od's willingnoss to hear prayor, and fur-
ther that we all have exporienced answers
to prayer ourselves,—yet it still remnins
unt unlyublu that u great part of the prayoers
that wo hear and offor are not percoptibly
answored, How are we to account for it?
Wo veply: In tho first place, priyer is
nlways conditional, Are we sure that the
rayors which we refor to as not answored,
ulfil the necessary vonditions ? I think,
on the other hand, that we may be sure
that they do not fulfll the necossary condi-
tions.

Again: Our prayers are often-answer.
ed, but we do not know it, because the an-
swer comes in'a form wo had not looked
for, but in a form which is better, as we
often see aftorwards

Yot, after all, it remains true that much
prayer is not unswered at all.  Isthere no
farther eXplunation ? Woereply: Doos not
an oxplanation lio somotimes in a lack of
earnesiness in prayer. It ix the fervent
prayer of the righteous man that availeth
much. Indifference in the soul, doos it not
necessarily kill prayer?  Very well, grant
this; but yet is thero not a difficulty ¥ Iy
there not much earnest prayer timt s,
nevertheless, never answered ! Seemingly
wo must answer ‘‘ yes.,” Is not here a
key to the truest and deopost explanation ?
Notice the word righteous in the text re-
forrod to. It is the fervent prayer of the
righteous that availeth much, f’myor be-
comes powerful and effectual in oxaot pro.
portion as the supplicator grows in true
ploty. As a Chriscian becomes more and
more olosely allied to God, his prayer must
bocome more and more potent, There
must be a foundation on which to build
assarance of the efficacy ofprayer, That
foundation is a true, genuine Christian life,
Jan wo expect that a man who s pus-
sionute, and unjust, and lustful shall
have power in prayer? Hero is a wan
who is u slave to money, or ambition,
or pride, Can we expeot that his g)ru_y'!ru
will have much power with God? The
most godly man is the most offective man
in prayer. If we, then, wish to get near.
ness of access to God, and ability with
Giod, we must cultivate depth, and purity,
and genuinenes of Christian life and ex.
perience. Let us bo sure that efficacy in
yrayer doos not depend on correctness of
{ntvllovtunl bolief, or profound understand.
ing of theories, or on forms of supplicn.
tion, or on the number of our words, but
on personal piety, ** The forvent, effectu.
al prayer of the righteous wmau availeth
much,’
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THE MOUNTAINS OF PALESTINE,

REV. O, M,

Mountains are God's ministors to the
church and to nations, T'here is is awon.
derful interest that clusters around thoem,
They are teachers of law and gnnpnl. Grod's
feot have sanctified them. Thoey seem to
lift us near to God, When wo stand on
thoir summits it soems an approach unto
heaven.

Tho mountaing of Palestine have beon
proeminently the pluces where men have ap-
rruuchod God i1 hallowed ocommunion,

‘he gray haired old patriarch of six hun.
“dred years, who came forth with his family
from the resting ark, to stand once mwore
|upun the green carth, built an altar on M,

Avarat and lifted the voice in prayer. And
'(od remembered him and sent him forth

from thenoe to rejoice in the hubitable parts

ny, ROWE,

"of the earth, and to make the wildernoss |

blossom wth its vineyards and fruitage,
For as the flame of morning sacrifice rose
from the mountain top, bearing iun its swooet
breath the reverentinl Patriarch's per.
fumed prayer heavenward, Jehovah's sure
and neverfuiling promise was given, that
no more should the waters of the flood re.
turn, and that seed and harvest, summer

——
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‘and winter should not fail to bring to the
‘lmmlo!’ man blossoms and ripo clusters,
and in the clouds above, arching the man of
|God as he prayed, the bow of promise was
the Yh\dgu of God's fidelity in the covenant
of Grod with man,

There was a rude altar built on Mt
Moriah nearly four thousand yoars ago by
Abraham * the father of the faithful,' that
bore a sacriflce acceptable to God in its
offering, before the trombling hand of the
worshiper had smote the life out from the
panting breath of the child of promise and
love, Thoe "atriarch, tried in his faith and
dovotion to God, was ready to lay even
[sano at the foet of Jehovah, assuredly
knowing that God was able to raise him
from tho dead and rostore the holicaust
kissed with tho flame, as the living Isanc
descending with him the mountain side, and
and accompanying his returning footstops
in tho three days journey to the cherished
home and the mothor's love, Ilo believed
God would gi\'o him back his son, and
there his faith rosted. -He doubtloss
thought it would be after the sacrifico was

1

o~

utlnrin;f av o tostimony to future ages of
tho righteousness of faith, On no moun.
tain-did ever father and son bow in such
toarful gratitude and realize the precious.
noss of God's goodnoss as filling all in all,
Nover did the smoke of saorifico bear
more truly in its bosom the reverential
worship of human hoarts thau that which
sanctified the sublime faith of those who
knelt by that rude altar of stones on the
top of Mt. Moriah,

And from tha* day, of all the mountains
of Palestine, or of the wide world, there
huve nono clustering around them so many
blessed momories, s0 wany deeply intor.
osting assooiations, as the mountains of
Moriah round about Jerusulem, Here
was Mt, Olivet which one might olimb with.
out wearinoss, whero so often the Savior
walked under the shadows o! its grand old
troes, and discoursad to the little band of
disciples the things concerning the king.
dom of God, in the shadows of the even.
ing after the temple service of the day was
over, Ilere he wopt over Joerusalem when
she knew not the timo of her visitation.
Hore at length he came in the quiet night,
to breathe his last prayer with his loved
ones, and make Gethsemene ever memor.
ablo of tears and struggles and triumph,
But u little distance unﬁ his feet pressed
the slope of another hill and made Mt,
Calvary with its fainting, bloeding, dying
Roedeemer, the Desire of ull nations and the
Saviour of u race.

Mt. Zion too, was one of the hills on
which Jorusalom was built, Standing at
the wsouthern extremity, it was higher
than any other part of tho city, erowned
with its palaces and fortress it formed the
hourt umi strength of tho oity, and came
in time to stand for the vity itself, It
beeanie o word filled with uuuﬁ endearing
associations to the Jews that they could
never letit go from them in speaking of
their oity, God's affoction for his people
was exprossed by his love for Zion,~* He
oveth the gotes of Zion” It becawme the
ropresentative of the pride of the nation,
and hallowed with cherishéd wemories, of
which her poots sang and her prophets
spake. And all this was in tho wmind of
the Apostle when he cau htup in thought
the benntifu) figure of ‘ilt. Zion as an
emblem of the heavenly Jerusalem, the
home of the Redeomed, the City of the
living Giod, with its far more exceeding
and eternal woight of glory, ** Out of Zion,

the Port'uutiun of beauty, God hath shined.”

— /h. l’:l"l.
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A ocounvert baptized: a while age io
‘Brooklyn, related his experience substan.
‘tially as follows :

1 anm here under three convictions, * 1,
The roality of sin, and the fact I am a
sinner. 2. The ouly way to get rid of sin
is by the atoning blood and Spirit of Jesus
Christ. 3. Having ombrnoo(‘thiu salvation
‘I deem it my duty to confess Jesus Christ
as my Savioor and obey Him." A wmost
~complete epitome of genuine Christian ex-
perience,

consummated, but God only needed the .
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