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old to attend the house of God at all. In 
the United States the adult Bible School 
has become a highly prised and very 

important institution. In Springfield, Mass. 
there is a large and asin wr. yo re 

Church which devotes every Sunday after. 
noon to the congrogational study of God's 

word. While the children oveupy the 

vestry and basement rooms with their 

elasses, the adults of the church and con. 

grogation are gathered in the main audience | 

room engaged in studying the Bible; and 

the number in attendance is almost equal 

to that present at the regular preaching 
services. There the aged pilgrim “of 70 or) 

80 years may be seen reciting his Seripture 

lesson, and increasing his knowledge of the 

truths that save. By this means the church 

~ develops her strength and beauty. 
“The prime object of all Sunday School 

aod Bible class instruction should be to 

assist those under instruction, whether 

young or old, to search and understand the 

word of God. The Psalmist says ** Thy 

word is a lamp unto my feet and a light | 

unto my path," Butit is necessary to see 

the light in ordor that it be u guide to us. 

The great object then should be to lead 
souls to behold the light of God's truth.| 

Let those who attempt to Teach, never be 
satisfied till they se those whom they, 
instruct laying hold of the thoughts con. | 
tained in the passage before them. It will 
often require patient effort and thoughtful 
planning in. order to set the Scholars at 

work digging in the mine for the sparkling ' 
ms of truth, but until this is done, but 

ittle has been accomplished. 
Finally, if we, either children, or those 

more advanced in yoars, would be holy or 
happy or useful, or strong to resist tomp- 
tation and to labor for Christ we must 
Search the Scriptures.” 

Se mm eo a. ml A 

For the Christian Mesengers, 

ONTARIO CORRESPONDENCE. 

THANKSGIVING DAY IN ONTARIO==THINGS 

TO BE THANKFUL FOR==MATERIAL PROS. | 

PERITY==GOOD GOVERNMRERNT==RELIGI-| 

OUS FREEDON--SUCCRSS AND FAILURE 

IN CHRISTIAN WORK. 

The recommendation of the second - 
bath in December, as a day of Thanksgiv. 
ing avd Prayer in Ontario naturally suggests, 
the inquiry, What have we to give thauks 
for} The answer is not fur to find, 
ing the year so rapidly drawin 
the bounties of Providence Rave been | 
neither few nor small. In whatever direo. | 
tion we may turn we osnnot fail to find 
occasion for gratitude. The harvest has 
been on the whole an abundant one. The 
farmers’ barus and ocllars are bounteously 
filled. Commercial activity and enterprise 
have been conspicuous amougst us and in 
the main, sucdessful, On every hand we 
find tokens of material prosperity. 
railways are being rapidly constructed by, 
private enterprise in various sections of the 
country, and fresh projects, some of them 
of startling maguificence, are being oon. 
tinually broached, Some of them may be 
long in funding means of accomplishment, 
but those who are accustomed to watch the | 
progress of large couceptions, through all 
their ag from incredulity and ridicule, 
through half-sceptioal investigation, pains. 
taking inquiry, exact caloulation aud ors | 
ganized effort to practical accomplishment 
and triumphant success, —those who have 
been compelled perforce to have faith in 
tunnelled mountains, Atlantio Cables, Sues 

Canals and St, Lawrence Brid 
scarcely be wise to scout at Grand Ship, 
Canal or North Pacific Railway schemes. | 
At any rate the birth of many as well as, 
the rapid carryings out of some such pro- 
jects, and similar ones on a smaller souls, 
affords substantial evidenoe of a comfortable 

aud solveut state of feeling amongst the 
monied classes, Another {acidontal testi- | 
mony to the generally prosperous state of, 
Ontario is furnished in the rapid growth of 
many of its towns and villages. Pemba, 
of these, il we may judge by such practi. | 
oal tests as increase of buildings, aud in. 
crease of rent rates ut the same time, are 
rapidly outgrowing their old habiliments. 
To refer to our metropolis as an illustration 
of what is going ou in a smaller scale, in 

Dur. | 
to a close 

| 

numerous towns and villages throughout 
the land, I find from the yearly statement 
of the Globe that the total estimate of the 
value of new buildings * commenced, fin: 
ished and occupled” during the yeaf 1870, 
reaches the handsome figure of one mallon 
one hundred and erghty thousand dollars. — 
The steady and rapid growth of this fine 
olty will be better seen A com 0 
of this statement, with those of preceding 

In 1867 the estimated value of new 
dings was $300,000; in 1868, $305,000, 
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these facts Iam far from believing 
evidences of material advancement, to be 

syngnymous with the host and highest, the 
only™Wal, progress of a people. Yet, as 
tokens of favour from the bountiful 
Giver, they should bo set before us, and 
stimula © our sluggish gratitude, There 

is perhaps no emotion wore healthful 

and elevating in its exercise than that of 
ratitude, and we are so prone to utter 

find and long lamentations over what 

we call bad crops, and hard times, and to- 

forget our evory day blessings, that it is a 
delightful task oceasionally-to present and 
to dwell upon the brighter side of the pie. 
ture. or 

This bright side contains many other de- 
tails of even greater importance, upon 
which those whose duty it may be to call 

the people to thanksgiving, may well dwell. 

Our immunity from the horrors of war and 

of pestilence, our priceless boous of self. 
government jfree thought and free worship, 

and our abundant opportunities for learn- 

ing, practicing and diffusing the truth, are 

features of our situation as a people avd as 

individuals, so sweet in themselves and so 
glowing in contrast with the bloodshed, 
misery and darkness raging in various quar- 

ters of the earth, that they should not fail 
to inspire songs of devout, unmingle dpraise. 

The mind involuntarily turns to the fur 

ther inquiry, What use is being made of 
all these gifts and with what success? In 
other words, what is the ratio of that which 
is after all the only real progress, the pro. 
pra morality and true piety ? 

Thede precious and immortal fruits of 
vital truth cannot of course bé weighed or 

mensured by any instruments which we 

oan use, nor oan their value be set forth in 

dollars and cents. The seed sown broad. 
oust from the pulpit, scattered by the way- 

side or dropped here and there in the by- 
ath, germinates unseen in many a heart, 

Bore and there good fruit, nourishing and 
bringing to perfection of its core, the seeds of 
other fruits, endowed like it with powers of 
infinite reproduction and increase, is brought 

to light and we rejoice in it. In multitudes 
(of other cases the same living, aud life 

iving processos are going on, we may hope, 

in regions hidden from mortal view. ln 

all. cases the husbandman's work is to sow 

in hope, to cherish an unfaltering faith in 

the genuineness of the seed aud the omni. 

potence of the source whence come both 

the germinating power and the vegetative 
and fructifying influences. 
Nor should we fail to bear in mind that 

all progress in this as in other directions is 

relative, Comparing the visible results of 
ohristian work in this, or any country, with 
the rapid aud triumphant spread of the 
Gospel in its power, which we would fain 

soe, wt hie the teachings of expe. 
rience, dently expect, we are tempted 

to despondency and despair. Nor are such 

lead to a deeper sense of the short comings 
and feebloness of the workers, But when, 
on Jthe other hand,” we remomber that all do we wish them, 

jn Werry Christmas, those great changes which are going on 
the physical world, and which are so oy 

derfully transforming the face of naWre, 
are carried on slowly, almost imperceptibly, 
by Him with who" a tiousand years are 

encourage nent and ho 
Aud measuring b 

over been, at any previous stage of 
world's history, more wide-sprea 
labour, or more tan 

drawing to a close, 
hopeful view, 
ferout opinion, The question is whether 
such do not fail to appreciate rightly, not 
only the cularglog missionary e 
the constant tho leas observed increase 
of evangelioal influence at home, the natu. 
ral outgrowth of increasing spiritual life 
amongst Christian Churches and peoples. — 
But be thut as it may, on the whole, the last 
remark is, I think, true of Outario, aud 
this is what 1 commenced Lo say, long 
since. Taking this fact, as L trust it is, in 
connection with the actual additions to the 
ranks of believers which have been made in 
our own and other churches during the year, 
wo have another loud call to chyistian 
thanksgiving, Wo oan duly hope and pray 
that th fosling of gratitude may ba un 
with so real, so deep and so. perva 
seuse of the actual, fearful discrepancy 
between the feeble, half-hearted efforts put 
forth by christian churches, and the tremen- 
dous ends in view—such a sense of short. 
coming and | consecration to the 

t work for which such churches, aud all 
their members, exist,~as may lead to pro- 
found humilistion for the past, sud more 

sod in 1009, $994,000. Iu alluding to 
whole-souled effort in the future. 
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New considerations without their value if they, 

| 

po from the analogy. others,” Ina prefatory note we wre informed 
the relative standard, it that the Manual has been compiled b 

may perhaps be doubted, whether there has MoVane, It will bo found very umlu and 
the 9onvenient, especinlly as copies of the Law have 

, earnest Bas 
ible proofs of success, be pa 

s—would in religious effort, than during the year now relating to Re of Teachers. Is ie 

This is, I know, the stm 
Many entertain a widely dif licens 

ort, but’ 

“ 

“ WEEK OF PRAYER OFFERINGS.» 

Mr. Bditor: 

How many among your numerous rea 
ders feel sufficient interest in the cause of 
missions, to give their first woek's earnings 
toward the support of the same? or say 
those who do not contfihute)a tenth, to give 

as an extra offering the 49nd part of the 
earnings of 1809." This would be but a 

21, 1870. 
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hold the important trusts required of them 
in this department. 
~The fact mentioned in the above para. 
raph is a little curious. The illegal “Roegu- 
ation" respecting the Licensing of Teachers 
without Examination, was issued in August 
last, and has not since been publicly ** an. 
nulled;" and, if it was intended to bo ope. 
rative should surely have appeared in this 
« Manual of the Laws and Regulations re- 
lating to the Publis Schools, as in foree 
November 1870." What then has become 

small return for the many blessings enjoyed 
during the year now near its close, yet 
how greatly encouraged would be those 
indefatigable brethren, Normandy of the 
French Mission, Rand of the Mic.mae, 
Dr. Tupper and the members of the 
Foreign Board, and other winisters inter. 
ested in our Home Mission, by the amount 
of funds which would pour in from the 
members of our churches. 

Yours, &e, 
Week or Prayer, 

Christian Ftlessenger. 
"HALIFAX, DECEMBER 21, 1670, 

A HAPPY CHIYSTMAS TO ALL. 
\ 

There is doubtless some wise design in 
all that is permitted to trangpire and con. 
tinue in this world increlation to the Church 
of Christ. brol 

There is no scripture authority for observ. 
ing the Nativity of Christ us an annual fea. 
tival, or any of the other feasts and fasts 
to which some parties attach so much 
importance. The New Testament knows 
nothing of Christmus days or Good Fridays 
and we sowetimes think the observance 
of such days as part and parcel of anti. 
christian practices, ecaloulated to detract 
from the spiritual character of Christianity 
—thd only way of life and salvation, 

It may be, however, that there being so 
much tendency in us to lose sight of Jesus 
the Son of man, and to forget that he was 
indeed a human being—ocapuble of suffer. 
ing to make atonement for sin—as well as 
a divine person ; those things huve been 
ye to continue, that they may assist 
n koeplog this fact more prominently be. 
fore the world, A large amount of re. 
ligious sentiment, and kind feeling flows 
forth at this season of the year, probably 
resultifiie ‘from these considerations. Be. 
fore another week has passed, the usual 
Christmas greetings will have been mutual- 
ly exchanged by our readers and their 
riends, If the fact that God gave his 
Son to be the Saviour of the world, be 
the source of these demonstrations of 
friendship, it will be well for ull parties 
giving them, and a source of true joy now 
as ot all times, 
We would gladly offer our hand to our 

readers, young and old, and most sincerely 
one and all, a happy and 

~ - mn GE —— i ——— 

We have received the Eduoation Office 
a ** Manual of the Laws and Regulations relat 
ing to the Publio Sohools ol Nuva Soutia wa in 

——n em 

- force November 1870, Prepared und published | PO® 
a one day,” we can hardly full to draw fr the use of Sehwol oy ant i Tenchers, and 

Mr. 

become extremely scarce, — The Manual brings 
lations” wo November, Wo soo 
the legal Minute of Council 

that the two Minutes in respect to 
ng teachers issued by the present Council XK 

wo 8 illegal that they could not be 
eB fg od yo in this official Man- 
unl t= Witness, 

We have not rocvived from the Education 
office the *‘ Manual" above referred to, 
although we perceive “that several of the 
other papers spoak of a copy having been 
sent to them, It wy possibly be by an 
oversight of the Superintendent for the time 
being, but as other public Seonmeniy pw 
lished by the Kduoational Department have 
been withholden from ws, whilst they have 
boon sent to the other papers, it may be 
that he imagines himselt at liberty to make 
use of such publi propery agoording to 
his proferences, and forgets that he has 
ublio duties to perform on such matters, 
o shall not however allow such little- 

noss to interfere with o the 
educational affairs of the ¥roy «08 we 
have always done, iu a broad, | \piris, 
and demanding such measures as will bb for 
all the people alike, without 
rela , creed or party, 
A spirit of favoritism 

our Bohool System will be 
Men who cannet rise above 

troduced into 
destruetion. 

the 
offered in its favor, are mot hows yy 

d 

of the said Regulation? Ilas it been 
quietly withdrawn by the Council, and not 
to be acted upon ? or is it to be simply kept 
back and put to sleep until it can be con 
venieutly awakened and quietly made 
use of? That, we venture to offer an 
opinion, is not the way in which such mat. 
ters should be dealt with ; and we beliove 
the public will agree with us in this partiou. 
lar. In nothing is a straitforward manly 
course so much required as in our Kdu- 
oational affairs. Any divergence must 
have the effect of weakening and ultimatel 
destroying publio confidence. Let it then 
be stated plainly whether the said Regula. 
tion is.“ in force" or not, so that Teach 
ora and others may know in what position 
they stand in respeet to licences to teach, 
and olaima on the public Treasury. 
The title-page of the ** Manuul of the 

Laws and Regulations relating to the Pub. 
lie Schools ; as in force November 1870," 
informs the public that Charles Annand is 
« (Printer to the Bdueation office),” but the 
“ Journal of Education for the Provinooe of 
Nova Scotia,” is printed by the Blackadar 
Brothors. How ia this ? Who is the Prin. 
ter to the Education Office ? 

Worse tran Woonen Nurmeos —A 
new development of rascality has re. 
vently been wade in New York. The 
Chvontole gives the following epitome of 
the villainous affair : s 
We hope noone in Nova Scotia was caught 

- the very tempting bait of tho scoundrels in 
ow York who soattored ** confidentinl” ciroular 

lotters over the States and Provinces, offering to 
supply counterfeit greenbacks at low rates, 
The system hy which tho swindlers got the 
money of their dupes, and sent 1n return boxes 
of sawdust, or nothing, has often been exposed 
in our columne, Roceutly n greenhorn from the 
country who had been swindled as he deserved 
to be, complained to the police wuthorities in 
Now York, had two of the scoundrels —who had 
operated under a score of names —arrested and 
sont to prison and their establishment broken 
ye In the course of their infamous business 
: y org 77 hundreds of lotters from people 
na 
money by passing counterfeit notes. At the 
breaking y -of the establishment theso letters 
fell into the hands of the reporters, and are 
now being published in the New York papers, 
with the names and addresses of the writers, 
The exposure Is likely to cause wn y and 
satisfactory deorease in the population of many 
rural towns. The number of nominally respec. 
table men whose true charactors are being 
exposed in surprising. Wealthy farmers sent 
for counterfeit money to pay their workmen ; 
wen engaged in business thought they could 
safely mingle counterfeit with genuine money § 
sons of wealthy fathers were wmbitious of as- 
tonishin ersholy by displaying greater woulth 
than their parents, and sought the aid of the 
counterfeiters ; express agents thought their 

itions would enable them to salely receive 
and dispose of the ** queer i" even government 
offivinls gure who are now being 
proved, by their own handwriting, to bo dishon- 
ost mon, They richly deserve the exposure. 

— 

Dears or Mu, Henugnr CO. Mussenogs. ~The 
Jacksonville (Florida,) * Union" of Novem. 
ber 20th, : Mr, wr or, who lel} 
this city on the ** Star 4 lor Mellonville, on 
Thursday last, died suddonly on the steamer on 
Friday morning. Shortly after leaving Jackson- 
ville he complained of having taken ould and of 

» 

pela rents with diarrhea, and belore roach 
ing lo latka was taken quite siok. At that point 
the services of Dr. Hawes were obtained, who 

esoribed for Lim, ocomsioning ham wuch relief, 
t alter leaving Palatka a chunge for the worse 

ocourred —he becoming delirious at 20'olock Fri- 
day morning, remaining in that condition until 
7 o'clock the same morning, when he died, Hie 
remains were interred at Mellonville, funeral ser. 
vices being corducted by the Rev. Mr. Mon 
mery of that place, Mr, Messen 

a short time, His age was about 25 years, [lie 
effects were returned to Messrs. Joffreys 

Broa., of this city, who will retain them until 
called for by his relatives or friends. 

Mr, Messenger, was well known in differ- 
ont sections of the Province, Although a 
native of Falmouth, he was for several years 
a resident at Wolfville, having studied at 
Acadia Seviege of which he was a graduate 
in the olass of 1868, He was subsequently 
a student-at-law at Windsor, and had not 

rence to | completed his studies when he deemed it 
advisable for the restoration of his deolin. 

"lug health to visit the BouthernStates, With 
| life all before him, his preparations for pro. 
fessional work almost completed, with good 
abiliviea, great perseverance and high am- 

Was a native 
of Falmouth, N. 8., and had been in Florida but 
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parts of the country, who wished to make oy 
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