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LEGISLATION IN ENGLAND ON EDU. CATION. 

Tho first statute concerning education is one 

of 1408, which condemns to agricultural labour 

for life nll who have been brought up therein 

until twelve years of age, but permits overyone 

to place son or daughter at school. The whole 

statute deserves perusal as w relic of the days of 

bondage. It in 7 Hen, 4, cap, 17 i= 

And whereas in the statutes made at Canter 

bury wmong other articles it, is contained that 

he or she that useth to Libour at the plough or 

onrt, or other labour or service of husbandry, 

till he be of the age of twelve yoars, that from 

the samo time forth he shall abide at the same 

labour, without being put to any mystery or 

handioralt ; and if any covenant or bond be 

made from that time forth to the contrary, it 

shall be holden for none : Notwithstanding which 

article, and the good statutes wfore wade through 

all parts of the realm, the infants born within 

the towns und wselgnories of Upland, whose 

fnthers nnd ag pn, nb no land nor rent nor 

othor living, but only their service or mystory, 
be put by their said fathers and mothers and 

other their friends to serve, and bound appren- 

tious, to divers orfts within the oities and 

boroughs of the said realm sometime at the age 

of twelve years, sometime within the said aye, 

and that tor the pride of clothing and other evil 
customs that servants do use In the same ; so 

that there in so gront sewroity of Inbourers nnd 

other servants of husbandry that the gentlemen 
and other people of the realm be greatly impover 

ished for the cause aforesaid : our Sovereign 

Lord the King, considering the said mischiel, 

and willing thereupon to provide remedy, by the 

advice & assent of the Lords spiritanl and tem: 
por and at the request of the said Commons, 

wth ordained nnd stablished, that no wan nor 

woman, of what estate or condition they be, 

shall put their son or daughter, of whatsoever 

age he or she bo, to serve as apprentice to no 

oruft nor other labour withinany ity or borough 
in the realing except he have land or rent to the 

vilue of twenty shillings by the year ni the 

least, but they shall be put to other labours aw 
their estates doth require, upon pain of one 
your's hprisonment, and 0 make fine and rans 

som at the King's will, And if any covenant 
bo wndo of any such infant, of what estate that 
he be, to the contrary, it shall be holden for 

none, Provided always, that every man and 
woumnn, of what estate or condition that he he, 

shill bo Troe to sel their son or daughter to take 

learning nt any wonner school that pleaseth 
thew within the realm, 

The Protectors Parlinment, in 1064, autho 

rised commissioners in cach county to find out 

and remove * seandulous, ignorant, and insul. 

flolent schoolmnsters.’’ The overt acts which 

should ho considered to bring pedugogues with. 

in this description were not only negligence in 

thelr callings, blasphewy, atheism, drunkenness, 

&o., but having ** publicly read or used the 

Common Prayor-hook,' or such ws ** profanely 

soofl at or rovile the stelot profession or profes. 

sors of religion or godliness, or do encourage or 

countennnee by word or practise any Whitsun 

alow, wikos, morrig<dances, maypole, stage “plays, 

or such like, or declare their disaffection to the 

present Government.” I'he Puritan logislation 

in Now England in the early part of the seven: 

teenth century was, ** that none of the brethren 

should suffer so much barbarism in their families 

as not to tench their children and apprentices so 

much loavaing ws muy enable them perfootly to 

rend the Eoglish tongue, to the end that learns 

ing may not be buried in the graves of our fore. 

fathers.” It -was ordered ** that every towns 

ship, witer the Lord had increased them to the 

number of fifty householders, shall appoint one 

Ww tench all children to write and read § and 

when nny town shall increase to the number of one 

hundred fumilion, they shall set up a grammar. 

school, the master thereof being obliged, to ine 

struet youth so fur us they may be fitted for the 

university,” The Government first constituted 

by order in council a Board of Kducation in 

1820, in the face of great unwillingness nmongst 

the ruling olusses. The majority in the Com. 

mons in support of the order was only 276 to 

274 votes, How fur wo have progressed in the 

forty yours Which have passed since those days! 

The first grant was for £80,000, When this 

had been thus carried in the House of Commons, 

it is wlnost ineredible to read In the history of 

those times tint the House of Peers, on the mo. 

ton of wn wrehbishop, supported hy the sposohes 

of two bishops, eneried an address to the throne, 

proy log that the order might be rescind@d | Fhe 

Government wis enlightenad and firm, the ns 

on of the peers und Dislwgs was ignored, nnd 

education took its plus among the recognised 

ohjeots ul public ploy, When we reel theso | 

fivots wo wie astonished that fn spite of such ob- | 
stacles the couse of liberty and progress lad 

wide the wdvances whieh have now heen realised. 

London Freeman, 
RW 

He unly Is on + the wrong side of fifty ** who 
hws offered hin yours at bis own shrine i and he 
in on the wrong side then simply because he waa 
nover on the sight one ; for the slindow of self 
has spread over it all j and, yet, jt is in his own 
power, Gad helping him, to get gut of thu shade, 
and make this side Tass + shady "' than that, 

‘orvespondente. 
a a ie a Hla i i or PN 

For the Christian Messenger 

NEW SOUTH WALES CORRESPONs 
DENCE, 

WI —— 

WELLINGTON STRERY, 

Kinaston Esra, Dee, 1, 1800, 

Dear Sir and Brother : 

We antioipate during the ensuing year to pay 

a short visit to Amerion, now that the fneilition 

for travel are so groat, especially as we oan 

come vin San Fransiveo in so short a time-—-sy 

a fortnight, ncoidents excepted, by the Pacitio 

Railroad, which is truly one of the wonders of 

the age. 

Wo are vory much attached to this Island 

Continent, chiefly on account of its magnificent 

olimate ; perhaps there are fow parts of the 

onrth to compare with it in this respect, Hav- 

ig enjoyed wach a perpetual BUININEE, YOU funy
 

suppose how Nuva Seotin appears to usp with its 

rigorous winters and cloudy skies ; yo notwith- 

standing wo love ic still, not for its climate, but 

on necount of ite inhabitants among whom ave 

some of the excellent of the earth ; many ol 

these however have gone up to a better country 

and climate, since 1 loft, ton years ago; but 

thank God, many more have been converted to 

acoupy their places in the church, The nooounts 

of whieh wo read in the Messenger tend to re- 

joloo our hearts. This country, although pos: 

sessing the elements of physionl greatnoss, in 

not land of revivals of religion, from the fact 

that too many professors do. not believe in re: 

vivals ; which is not peouline to one denomine- 

tion only, but to all choosing to trend in the old 

paths; 50 wo got along Inu very quiet way us 

fur as veliglon in conoerned, too many having 

but w namo to live while they wre dead, dead, 

I had the pleasure u fow days past, of baptising 

twelve willing converts at Smithfield, » little 

town on the Railroad, some eighteen miles from 

Sydney, where | proach ovousionally § they were 

all young wen but four, and full of promise, 

Last Lord's day 1 bad the pleasure of preaching 

twice on believer's baptism, aud at the close of 

the evening sorvioe witnessing wn interesting 

baptism by Rev. J. Voller, who bas had to 

resign Lis charge on wecount of throat dinonne. 

John Bunyan MoOure has tendered his resign: 

thon also to return to England, 

Queensland, a most beautitul colony is open tn 

the Baptists, had we the right men to vooupy 

it, A Quaker-uinistor, and w Methodist Min 

istor have boon Immersed there quite recently, 

at Brisbane, the metropolis of the Province, 

Ipswich, which is distant twonty-five miles by 

land, and filty by water, isu largo town whero 

I pronchod for two weeks very night, in the 

Baptist chapel, aod had the pleasure of seeing 

the work prosper, ‘They are without a pastor, 

Tho grout town of Towomba on the Railroad Hoe 

between Ipswich and New Eogland is in the 

sume destitute stato, which ls a specimen of 

many other towne, for Instance, Rookhampton 

lity, Marlborough City &o., at wll of which 

there are many Baptist members scattered. The 

soonory and very thing Is very bowutiful in this 

Colony | the river banks to the waters edge 

lined with plue apples, bananas, and orange 

groves ; in fact all the tropioal frites grow in 

profusion, 

v Kyery prospect pleases, and only man in vile" 

[ did not find the climate too hot, although it 

was idsummor when 1 was there, but ould 

and did proach in the open wir under the shade 

of w spreading gum-treo without injury. The 

frost trees are like a beautiful park, as if thoy 

had beon planted at certain distances, capable of 

driving n buggy between, Cattle, shoep und 

Loreen Are Very numerous, and now suger-grow- 

ing in all the talk, the land being woll adapted 

and very productive, in this line of business, us 

it fs In many parts of Now South Wales, where 

the crops were never more abundant than this 

your, produce of every kind being plentiful and 

cheap ; butter every summer Is down to four 

pence and slxponce per pound, wud bool one 

J penny to two pence, 

Wa ure just now In the midst of a goneral 

lection, Both tor Pavlinment and for tho differ 

unt wanieipalition, sO you iy BU jpn 
Wo hin wo 

oxolting twos, but having got quite satisfied 

during the lust sitting, do not desire a second 

edition, My the Is too fully occupied at home, 

and In addition, the strife fur office and power 

i the one grout olyeet, and not the good of 

the country with many. Rev. Dr. Lang has 

bidden the Parlinment farewell, but it w thought 

he will come out again notwithstanding, 

Rov. A. ¥, Porter is doing well at Vigtoria, 

and has bind quite an nooession to his ehureh, 
Truly yours, 

Wu, How, 

P, 8.=The special adaptation of this climate 

to the growth of the sugarcane has aroused 

thio atteition of many persons Dogtors, Minis. 

gor and overy class who are able to engage in 

the enterprise. The Colonia) Refining Sugar 

Company has thrown its capital with great spirit 

into the concern, and looks to reduce, if not to 

extinguish in time ita dependence on the Mauri. 

tus for supply of raw material, There is quite 

enough now to supply the wants of Now South 

Wales, Victoria, South Australia, New Zen 

land and Tasmania, and for exports also to 

Bogland or elsowhere, There is to bo ten tons 

a woek for auction saler, During the past week 

elghteen tonm of colonial sugar from Port Mace. 

quary wore sold ab £34 126, 60. The prospect 

ls very encouraging both to sowers and wane 

fhoturers, and money is being taken from mining 

sohemen and squatting ventures, to bo vested in 

plantations and wills, There was great neces 

sity for somo new plant to take the place of grain, 

for which it wax difficult to obtain a warket, 

Sydney being always too full of the ardele, 

and the markets always ton low ¢ for instance 

beautiful corn at two and sixpenoe bushel, 

often at un lower price ; wheat at three or four 

shillings. But since attention has been turned 

bo sugar-growing, corn hus boon not less than 

four shillings a» bushel, The inhabitants of 

Clarence River, the Tweed, the Mucleary and 

Richmond settlements are all busily engaged in 

sugarsgrowing, and many other parts nls, 

Thove is quite w rush to Queensland-tor the same 

purpose, and plantations are boing formed in 

various directions, 

I have Just discovered the way our pork is 

fattened for the Sydney market, Five or six 

hundred horses wre deiven into a yard, the owner 

takes his gun and shoots une, whon all the hogs 

at the sound of the gun rush ing the skin is 

taken off, and the hogs thom commence opera. 

tions ; thin is ropeated swo or three times each 

weok, until the horses are all devoured, Then 

to hardon the flesh, they are turned into a corn 

flold for a time, after which they wre sent to 

the Clty for market, This is one [rightful 

souree of sickness in conneotion with Rum-and 

Tobacco, and makes plenty of business for the 

doctors, of whom there Is not fae from two hun. 

dred in the city and suburbs, 
Ww. 1, 

For the Christian Messenger, 

NAYINGE AND DOINGN AT OTTAWA, 

"he House of Commons has. recently been the 

soene of several stirring debates, The Banking 

question, has boon un fruitiul subject ol vontro 

vorny, Pow If any outside the oharmed circle 

of the Exeoutive Council, the ministerial de- 

partments — appear to be entirely satisfied with 

the Government policy either ws it was originally 

rough-hown, or an it now is wore or loss modi: 

flod by suggestions and amendments, the results 

of protraeted debates. But having  esouped 

from what seemed w greator and hwpending 

dungor, or what was apprehendod to be such, 

many of those who make Banking a speciality and 

tlk learnedly on the suljeot, or &ffeot so to do, 

sou disposed to congratulite each other and the 

publio, that the promised logislution is ut least 

no worse than they antioipated, But a good 

many people persist in maintaining, tht the 

whole governmont polioy is but a sohewe for 

offboting wn forood loan, That wt best It is a pro 

vss of antiolpating the results of taxation, that 

would not be submitted to, iF it wore attempted 

directly, ln other words under cover ol pre 

tending to protect the public aginst the thin 

arotions ul profossional Bankers, wud partion 

soleoted by Capitalists themselves (0 mnimgo 

thelr money matters, that it 

mothod of borrowing » lnrgo proportion ol 
thelr 

enpital, and approprinting it to the puywent ol the 

publio liabilities Giving them fnstend, Domin 

lon promises 0 pay==to rodeo which the gov: 

ornmoent propose to hold a certain Huetunting 

amount of specie, nud thelr own dobontures. 

Thon wo have lately had a high debate on 

trade relations, the treaty making power and 

the desimbility of having within the government 

ol the Doninkon, tho powers of negotinting with 

is en indireut 

Fhkeign Conndeles on matters of tide nnd eos 

meter, Phere was sone good debating on this 

uly ob, dnowhich most of the londing members 

of the Commons took nn notive part Fhe dis 

cussion was oalled up under » Hosolution ul 

Hou, Me. Hunt'ngdon, who advocates Zolver. 

hoy, polioy, and an smendment by Sie A, T. Galt, 

having for its objet, the treating with Forelgn 

powers directly, mn relorence to reolproeity or 

trio rolntione, 

"Tho government by Sir John A. MeDonsld in 

a speech adumived for lw eloquence and ability, 

apposed both phases of poliey, and refused to 

adopt any new or wodified sohewno, ut the hands 

70. 117 
- 

of the opposition, Sir A. T.#Galt delivered o 

powerful speech which was much adwired for 

its depth and breadth and grasp withal. Hon, 

Mr. Howe spoke on the same subject as did Dr. 

Tapper and others. But the wan who towered 

above the rest on that oconsion was Alexander 

MoKengie of Sarnia, By common consent. in a 

“wpoech of about forty-five minutes, in which he 

"never filled or flagged for ono lostant MeKensio 

held the House of Commons perfectly spell: 

'bound.- 1 have heard the ablest and best of liv 

ing Knglith orators, and 1 must admit that Me- 

Kensio's address on the evening of the 18th 

March, his manner, his matter and his style, 

would compare favorably with their fit class 

efforts, His Scottish aocent is not in his favour, 

but his manly independent utterances, without 

action of any kind, his quiet attitude, the ine 

telligent eye beaming out from beneath w finely 

massive brow, which surmounts a face in no way 

preposscesing, more than make amends for his 

| North Country peculinrities, and the hard 

| lines of & bronged countenance, MoKeunsie le 

a power in the Hous of Commons of Canada, 

and some day will exert a different kind of in. 

fluence from that he even now wields in opposis 

tion, ek 

The government defeated the efforts otf thelr 

opponents by n largo majority, and this was not 

to he wontlered at, for the Knight of Kingston 

alarmed bis Gllowers and many others, by an 

able, adroit appeal to their loyalty, to resoue 

the Dominion from the lnsidious efforts of men, 

who sought to fix the thinend of a wedge, that 

with to sever the Dominion from the futher land. 

Had the motion originated with MeKoensio who 

in sound on the policy of maintaining cur pres. 

ont relations with Great Britain, the vesult 

would in all probability have been vory diferent. 

But Sir John lay bare with trenchant strokes 

what he deseribed wn the ulterior motives and = 

polioy of the movers of the Resolution wad the 

amendment alike and ho carved the House with 

him, 

The election law is before the Commons, but 

until the Bill has passed through Committon its 

sonroely worth while speculating as to what 

shape it may ultimately take, or what it will be 

whon It booowes law, The one day policy for 

holding an election, may safely be reckoned 

upon, But the government do not yield the 

point of w simultaneous polling day for the 

Dominion, Nor do they favonr the ballot, wl 

though the House of Commons in Eagland ap 

pent disposed ere long, to put it upon the Statute 

Book there, 

A Bill for geanting Qertifiontos to mastors and 

mates, to rank with Eoglish Cortifiontes, for 

like purpose in bolore the Senate and will pro- 

bably pase und booome Law. 

ho minister of Marine and+ Fishorion iw be- 

stowing a good deal of attention on Maritime 

matters and koops tho Nenate protty busy oon 

sidering his measures, Com, 
-— ~ wr - — 

For the Cheistinn Messenger, 

IN MEMORIAM, 

MIS. KLIZA FOYLE RIOK, 

wife of Mr. Abner Rice, of Little Bras D'Or, 

(1, Mareh 10th, of consumption, at the virly 

age of twenty-six yours, loaving two children, 

the youngest but a low wooks ofa. 

A little more than four yours ago she was 

wnerlod, and, with hor husband, united with 

the North Sydney Ohuroh during the gracious 

work experienced in the Spring of 1867. She 
altorwards lived a consistent ohidstian 1ife, al: 

witys manifesting a doop interest in, and a strong 

attholimoent to the ohureh and all its inlorests 
and sorvioes, Tt was hor dylug fegquest that 

pane out ol wn wntiolpa ted logney “should be 

devoted to Foreign Missions, To natural wile: 

bility of oharnoter and sweotiess of manner, 

wore added the refining and elovating graces of 

the Holy Spirit, Though, for the sake al’ her 

Paskand sad ohildron, clung to lilo sho was 

enabled with her last breath to sing 

Jesus on make a dying bed 
Fool solv as downy pillows are, 

W hible on His broust | lewn my head, 

And hirentho my lite out sweetly there" 
And thus she ** full asleep.” 

"Phe occasion was lmpraved the following Sab 

bath, by o discourse from Po, 17 0 1H Com, 

by Rev. I’, H. Porter, 
———————————————

———————— 

Religious Mntelligence, 

Fanon Missions, — Rev, Lowis Augor, mis 

BIOTA Y Ww the. French people in Kankakee 

County, Wlinols, says that * sixty-nine have 

hoon baptised with the ohurah at Bainte Anne | 

thet the work at Kankakee Is very rujoloing | 

soven have boon lately baptised, and many more 
are Inquiving for salvation. We haye oxtraordi- 

nary cases OF conversions, | spent one wook 

in Chiongo, where 1 ylsited many familios | soven 
or vlght persous hiro joined diferent churches 
hy ult and baptism, There are French people 

enough In Chicngo for one active missionnr 

wish brother Willinws could be employed d 
x 3 
wre. 


