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NOTES ON CHURCIH HISTORY,

No. IIL,
Dear Brother,=

The Apostle Paul meuntions * deceivable-
noss of unrighteousness’ as one of the symp-
toms of the * falling away” whioch he
forosaw. The prediction has beon re.
markably fulfilled through all the succoed.
ing ages. lHypoorisies and impostures
have abounded, Those who desired to
meke a gain of godliness have boen fruitful
in invontions, and then have sought to get
oredit for their invontions by pretonding to
supernatural sources. They have sometimes
desconded to downright forgery. Of this,
the Papal deoretals, us thoy are called fur.
nish singular illustrations.

FOROGERIKS,

[ notioed in my last ** the buddings of
priestoraft.” The progress of corruption
may be distinotly traced in the advances of
the Church of Rome to supremacy. Plant.

~od in the metropolis of the Kuwpire, that

church posscssed advantages over all other
churches, beoause the metropolis is always
the centre of attraction to persons of every
grade, and of-all varietios of talent, The
votaries of ambition, the litorary and soien.
tifio, and those who are in pursuit of wealth
besides many more, whose characters, mo-
tives and. aims are very questionable, will
be sure to flook to the groat ocity., And
there, too, rhiloao hioal and religious com-
munitios will be able to seoure gifted men for
presidents and other officers, whose advice
wnd aid will be sought by visitors from the
rovinoes, when business or pleasure may
avo drawn them to the metropolis,

The pastor of the church at Rome would
thercfore naturally possess a large amount
of influence. As it would be reasonably
supposed that the eminent men in all bran.

/ohes of knowledge and of affairs would be
found in the oity, other pastors and other
churches would resort to the Roman bisho
in their difficultios, Now, a point of doo-
trine would oall for explunation or de-
fonce j==now, a ocase of discipline would
present complioations of a preplexing kind,
whioh it might be hoped the metropolitan
astor would unravel j=-now, a disputo
etween members, or with some neighbour.
ing ohurch, would be submitted to brother.
ly arbitration, Iu short, opportunities for
iuterference would oondnmw; ooour,

The first pastors of the church at Rome
appear to haygboen God.fearing men, sev-
orul of whom suffered martyrdom for tho

- fuith, But the heads of their suoccessors

seem to have boen turnoda’ the deforence
that was paid to them. Whon they were
asked for advioo they gaveitin terms of
authority, and a pastoral lotter asaumed th
form of an episcopal decree, whioh it woul;
be impious to disobey, This came on grad-
ually. If o meek, modest man held the
roins, things went on smoothly ; but if his
successor proved to bo ounning and ambi.
tious, great trouble ensued. An itoh for
uniformity early provalled among those
men, they wished the Rowan Church to be
o model church, and to oconstrain other
ohurches to conform to its usages, This
was not easy of aocomplishment. Other
astors rofused to be subjected to their
rother of Rome ; for if the churoh in that
oity venerated the Apostle Petor aud Paul
a8 its founders (though they were not) apos-
tolie origin was equally claimed, and on
botter ﬁrounda. by many churches in Kurope
and Asia,~and why should not their ous.
toms be also entitled to respect? The
opposition of the North African churches
to Roman authority was peouliarly stern
and foflexible. They would not submit
to the usurpations of the church ** beyond
the sea;” the bishop of Rome was only
one among others; thoy were as good

a8 he, for all bishopsa were brothers and

equals,

Still, aggrossion coutinued to be the
order of the day. When an opinion was

P|learned and impartial ; but in t
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overnment, ~ At length, the Council of

ardioa, in the yoar 347, passed a resolution
to the effeot that a bishop who was disatia-
fled with the unfriendly decision of his bro-
ther bishops might appeal to-Rome. This
was taking a great stride towards suprem-
.o A

’Romo’l influence was originally founded
as I have said, on the metm{olitm position
of the oity. Pope Leo IIL (died A. D.
441) promulgated another theory. He
maintained that the Lord Jesus Christ had
oonatituted Peter the prince of the apostles
and head of the churoh on earth,~-and that
a# he was bishop of Rome, all his powers and

rerogatives descended to his successors.

his was demanding a divine institution
for the spiritual ohiefdom, It was an ut.
terly baseless assumption, for.Peter's dis.
tinotion, whatever it was, was only person.
al, and it died with him. But in those
days powor was loagued with pride, and
freedom was sacrificed on the altar of ag-
grandisement,

A furthor stop was taken in the ninth
contury. Certain letters were produded
and published, purporting to be letters writ.
ten by the early bishops of Rome. The
writors are represented in them as demand-
ing obedience to their decrees -in virtue
of their spiritual deseent from Peter, and
the ohrmrnnu of the ninth ventury were re.

uired to believe in tho anthenticity of
those doouments. But they“were miser-
ably cheated, There are one hundred and
nino ** Epistles” aseribed to tho bishops
of Rome of the first four centuries, It is
now acknowledged, evon by Roman Catho-.
lio divines that eighty four of them are for-
eries, and it is procisely in those forged
etters that the monstrous olaims of Rowaa
bishopa to supremacy over all other churches
are found, There were many othor forge.
ries, relating to gifta of territory to ' the
Popes, among which may be particularly
montioned the famous ** Donation of Coun.
stantine,” by whioh Italy was said to have
been granted to them. In faot, the entire
fabric of Romish domination, ecclosiasti.
cal and secular, is built on falsities. They
are now confessed to be such, bz the truly
e times of

ignorance, from the ninth to the sixteenth
century, tho{ woroe accepted as tftumirw.
and constant { cited and depended on ip
the courts. Yet, while the forgery is no-
torious, the doocuments themselves are still

of Romo, and so the deception is continued.

INTERPOLATIONS,

There is another form of forgery, It
is diffioult in many instances to interprot
the writings of the early Christian Fathers
80 a8 to bring theminto harmony with mod.
ern Romaniswn, Sowe of their statements,
as might be expocted, tly contradie-
tory to Romish dog% olally as*ex.
pounded at Trent. But'there is an eas
mothod of escape. One illustration will
suffice, nyrlu (died A, D, 258) had said
that all the Apostles *had reccived from
Christ equal power and authority with Pe.
ter,” This being contrary to Popish doo.
trine, the only way to meet it was the inser-
tion of purq'u‘ h of a totally opposite

0

kind, So the following words were inter.
polated, ** The primacy was given to Pe.
ter to show the unity of the Church and

of the chair, How can he believe himself
to be in the Church, who forsakes the chair
of Peter, on whioh the church is built ¥,
(** Janus, p, 127), True this interpolation
makes the good Father contradiet himself:
but what oare the rogues for that? Many
other instances of singular roguery might
be addaced. il ‘
PROKIBITIONS,
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rotained in the Decretals, or Canon Law| .

alifax, Nova Scotia, Wednesday, March 30, 1870." f

delierved up and burned on pain of death.
A similar practice was observed in succeed.-
ing conturies, Heaps upon heaps of vol.
umes, written by the Reforaers of those
times, were destroyed. The consequence
is that we are dependent on the writings
of their opponents for the kuowledge we
have of their opinions and practices, and
soarcely know how far we may venture . to
believe them, Those who can forge can
also ftlaif{. It is not hy ** living wonders
only but also by lying books that mankind
have béen gulled and betrayed.

The introduction of printing and the
growth of sound criticism have greatly in.
terfered with the effort of the forgers, and
lessened their influonce and their profit.
Another plan has been devised, by the
operation of which the irruption of heresy
is to be prevented, or the people guarded
against its dangers. Lists are published
from time to time, giving the titles of books
which the obedient Catholic must not read
nor even possess, on pain -of incurring
Church censure. When a book is con-
demned at Rome, it is placedin the **Index.”
That *“Index" is now a large volume.
An excollent library might be %ormod out
of its lists. They contain such works as
Milton's Paradise Loat: Robertson's His-
tory of Charles V., Young's Night Thoughts,
the writings of all the Reformers, together
with those of Addison, Lord Bacon, Locke
Lavater, Mosheim, Jeremy Taylor, &o.,

|&e. Those works, and hundreds wore,

valuahle and useful to seekers aftor know-
ledge, truth, and piety, are forbidden to
Roman Catholics, Even authors of their
own Church are liable to this interdiction
if their writings are not considered satisfac-
tory by the Roman Court. Dr. Dollinger
of Munich, for instance, is a celebrated
Rowan Catholie divine, and a man of great
learning. The book entit'ed - ** Janus, or
the Pope and the Qouneil,” is attributed to
him, [t was judged so damaging to Rom-
ish interests that it was placed in the ** In.
dex" forthwith, The obedient son of the
Church must be careful not to read * The
Pope and the Council.”
Yours truly,
Mexxo.
Mareh 21, 1870,

For the Christian Messenger.

LETTER FROM PASTOR J. G.
ONCKEN.

Cuarrorrerown, P, E, 1.,
March 19, 1870,

Dear Brother,—

Last fall, in connection with our Thanks-
giving services, my, people, both in the
oity, and at St. Peter's Road, made their
thank.offerings. These took the shupe of
a_contributiou to a Loan Fund now about
being raised by brother Oncken to aid in
building Baptist Meeting houses in Ger-
many. The plun is, if I remember aright,
to raise £5,000 sterling as a capital, to be
lent out without interest. The Baptists
have a Fund of this kind in London, which
has been found highly useful. So it will
doubtless -be- with brother Oncken's Fund.
A logacy of £2000 sterling lately fell to
our brother, He is now in his seventy-
first year; and so he might very properly
have set this money aside for his own sup-
port in his advanced years. But instead
of this he has given it all to the above
Fund, The object of that Fund, and our

' brother's noble self-denial in regard to it

conspired to interest my people; and so
they ‘were induced to contribute the small
sum acknowledged as below. This acknow-

I beliove that the history of true Chris.

found in the records of the so.called here-
tios, and in their own published treatises
wore they now in existence. Lut as it is
easier to burn books than to read them or
'to refute the arguments they way contain,

thni?‘ betore the Roformation would be|

ledgment was forwarded to me by that good
and great man,~for he is both —on my
remittance of this sum And I now for.
ward you his letter., together with my
explanation, for insertion in your columus.

g just add, that if any of your readers
fiud themselves ‘stirred up to aid our
brother fu his work, not for llamburg

“that policy was adopted as soon as the

| pretended oburch acquired power and kiogs

.and emperors pandered to her,

Thus,
when the first

oneral Council, hold at.

alone, but for Northern and KEastern
Kurope, Russia and Turkey both included,
my present contribution to your columns
wi{l have answered an excellent purpose.

asked, it was deemod an gf-ol. and judg- Nice, A. D. 825, condemped Arvius, it Our brother, our father in Christ, J, G
L]

ment was given in the

o of law snd was ordered that his books should be Ouncken, is leading in & Second Reforma-

"l

300 converts in 1869, :
of Saxony, and the Grand Duchy of Meck-
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tion in Rerope. He wants all the aid he

can get. Who will encourage him? Any
so dispoded might forward their monies to
yourself, brother Seldep,* @nd I am sure
you would find great pleasure in trans-
mitting them to Hamburg.
Your fellow-labourer,
J. Davis,

*We should be glad to serve the cause in any way.

PASTOR ONCKEN'S LETTER.

Hanpura, Feb. 4th, 1870,
Deor Brother Davis,—

May grace and peace from God our
Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ, be
multiplied to you, apd all the saints with

you !

Your weloome and interesting epistle,

inclosing cheque for £5 11s. 8d. sterling],
duted

an. 6, 1870, came duly to hlnl
Acoept of my cordial thanks for both; and
present the same for the contribution to
the brethren for the aid given to our
Mission.

I send you by the same mail which

carries theso my Quarterly Reporter in

English ; from which you will see that a

wide door is opened to us in Russia. In

Courland we have already 1500 members,
and in Poland we have had an addition of
With the exception

lenburg, the whole of Germany ‘is - now
open to us for Missionary efforts. All we
need now is a greater staff of devoted
Missionaries. And we contemplate to

gather here, in the coming autumn, after
our Triennial Conferences of Delegates

from all our Mission Churches, a number of
brethren, recommended to us from the
Churches, about twenty in number, for a
course of instruction preparatory for
Miseion.labour, if our English and Ameri.
can brethren will aid us in defraying the
expenses.

he infidelity of the Continent surpasses
all description; and yet the number of
real converts is greater than in any previ-
ous period of this country. lsnionsl
churchism is hastening to a dissolution ;
but on its ruins the Lord is raising his
Church of living stones. Thus far the
Lord has in great mercy preserved us from
divisions, so that all our Churches have
‘ one Lord, one faith, and one baptism.”

Ilere, in Hamburg, and in the adjoining
States of Hanover, lgolstein. and Schleswig,
we have a powerful machinery in opera-
tion :—itinerant preaching, viliting from
house to house on the Lord's Day, Sunday
Schools, Tract distribution, and the circu-
lation of the Holy Scriptures. One of our
Missions, supported by brother Npurgeon's
Church, visit* on an average between five
and six hundred ships of all nations.
May the Spirit of the Lord infuse his life-
giving power into all these efforts, to the
saving conversion of thousands. I am,
lost 1n wonder, love, and praise at what
God has wrought. To his adorable name be
the undivided honour and glory.

I have just entered on my seventy-firsk
year, (Jan. 26th,) and enjoy good health ;
and though oft tired from the large amount
of work, my soul still delights in it; and L
could wish to live, if only here, as long as
Methuselah. There is nothing worth,living
for but our adorable Redeemer ; to. carry
out his last command, **Go, . . . and
preach the Gospel to every oreature.”

Now farewell, beloved brother. Re-
member us at a throne of grace; and if
your people have anything to. spare for
Christ's cause, remember the millions in
Eumf)e porinhing for lack of knowledge.

aw, dear brother,
Yours in the best of bonds,

J. G, Onckex.
Pastor Joux Davis.

THE NEW U. 8. SENATOR.

The following acconnt of the introdue-
tion of the colored senator Mr. Revels into
the United States Senate, is from the talent-
ed authoress known g8 Grace Green-
wood i X

Before proceeding to adiinister the oath
Mr. Colfax warned the spectators against
any expression of applanse or dissatis-
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