
JOIN LELAND TO DR. CONE, 

A friend haa put Into our hands faded slip, 

out from some old newspaper, containing a letter 

_ gweltton more than forty years ago by the cele- 

“brated John Leland to the no less celebrated 

Spencer 1, Cone, The latter was greatly inte: 

rested In the letter, and requested ite publication, 

because there was ** #0 muoh of the character of 

an extengrdinary man enstamped upon 6." We 

republish It" fr the same reason | 

Cuseiting, Deo. 10, 1830, 

My Good Drother Coneg=l, John, who nlso 
am your brother and companion in tribulation, 
and’ In the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ 
was In the olty of Albany last August, where | 
formed u womentary acquaintance with yourself 
and brother Maclay, ‘Lhe Christian kindness 
whioh you and your eleot lady expressed at our 

rting, fixed a woft affbotion in my heart, which 
wish to Indulge in a letter of friendship. 
From n soptungenarian, whose sun is declining 

on the western hills, you will not expect energy 
of mind, lugleal argument, coherent reasoning, 

not porap of diction | but contrariwive, & sickens 
mg dose ol egotism, 

ou will Judge best of my health, by hearing 
that 1 breathe, in common, twenty-four times 
each minute, and my puke beats threo times as 
often | which health and strength 1 have em. 
ployed, the summer ~ in travelling and 
preaching | which, by=the-by, has been my con 
stant practice lor more than fifty-two yours, with 
a Dw sull exceptions, Since the fivet of June 
last, I lve attended three Associating, seen 

olghty-six Buptist preachers, and tried to reach 
eighty-one times, In retrospeoting wy life, l 
do not much reproach mysell lor not giving my= 
well to the work, as lar ae doinestio duties nd- 
mitted ; but the lack of divine love~littlé care 
for the souls of men weakness in handling the 
word of llle—=mangling heavenly truths with an 
unhallowed tongue==a proud “desire to make 
God's stream turn my own will, &o,, sink me in 
the dust, and Bll my soul with shame betore 
God and man, 

It haw, in the course of my ministry, been a 
question of no small magnitude, to 
address a oon 

know to 
gation “of sinners, ae seh, In 

gospel style, When I turn my eyes to he ups 

per book, es eternal designs il), 1 there 
road thut Gud & work is before him, and that he 
works all things nocording to the counsel of his 
own will { that nelther a sftrrow, nor a hale of 
the head, oan fall without our Heavenly Father; 

that providence ang grace are the agents to exes 
oute his purpose, But when I look into the 
lower book, (the freedom of Auman will), | find 
that condemnation is conditional 1 + OA (Aat thou 

Aadst hearkened unto me, then had your peace been 
as a river | seeing yo judge yourselves unworihy of 

eternal fe, lo! we turn to the Gentiles,” &o, II 
I do not read and believe the apps book, | Ime 

oh the omnisclence und wisdom of’ Jehovah, 
nd if 1 donot likewise read and believe the 

the lower book, 1 deny the possibility of gulls or 
blame, | must, therefore, believe buth | and 
where 1 cannot w= pepe 1 will adore | where 
1 cannot read, 1 will spell; and what | cannot 
gpell out, | must skip, {f “the human mind 
should be wo enlarged that It could solve every 
difioulty that bus hitherto Apputent, that same 
enlargement of thought would untold » thousind 
difffoultion more, so subtle and winute, that it 
nover (ult thelr wolght before | so that there 

would be no getting through ! 
The truth issn has raloed men so enti that 

any plan that human wisdom could devise or to follow them to shops, counting rooms, or 

comprehend, would be lmeompetent to save, A 
soho founded in infinite wisdom Is necessary | 
and I" founded fo infinite wisdom, the wisdom 
is finite oreatures cannot gomprehond It in all iw 
parts, 

“Though of expel perfection we despair, 
You overyAtep to.virtue's worth our eure,” 

Let the man of God read, study, meditate, con. 
sider, Pras an alter wisdom as fur hidden 
treasure, but when b os to water too deep 
for hin length, let him adore and he humble,— 
Paul undertook to unfuld the knotty question 
which ever pussies the world, in the n nth and 
eleventh chapters of Romane { but before he got 
through, he lound the waters so high that he 
orled vat, ** O the depth-how unscarehuble are 
his Judgments, and his ways past finding out I" 
Lot it be my 168 to be w ohild at the feet of my 
Master, ever learning of him who was meok and 
lowly of heart { then shall I find vest fur wy roul, 
and know enough to make me haApRY: 
When | was young, 1 notice | that old preach. 

ors never know when to lewve the work | and | 
confuse | win at Joss about it mysoll, | yet carry 
my ge in my head, but my sight in my Jota 
but il’ some monitor wis to give me a friendly 
hint, that I was run down in deony, It is proba 
ble that (like Milton) | should reproach him wy 
an upstart, | yor Batter mywoll that my porfors 
manoes have un tetle in thew which ls vaiunble, 
So Solomon's srlennial cargo consisted portly of 
the precious articles of gold, silver, and Ivory, 
and partly of apes and peacocks, 

It has been rather trylng Hace fur Baptist 
hers, who have travelled and labored day 

and bight for the good of souls like the mules 
whioh Agelustus suw, they have been loaded witl 
figs, und feeding upon thistles, What the 
order ol missionary funds and exertions will e sloners to repentance.’ 
I onnnot say i whether there ls goodness en 
ln me to 50 puaspured withont og dont 
and haughty, Is a question, Ue th 
ever, Is vertaln, vis) the captive ohlldren who 
lived upon pulse (Indian pews) were fresher, fit 
tor, » oy tes better In counsel 

ar 

"soni Ld Ton oy ave somo drawings o Y ur 
and soé my bers oh who hoe tart | 
but to carry a din smong #0 wany radiant 

CHI 

than the 
priests, In the real of Babylon, in ver 

“ 

Paul, visit you In the fulness of the gp : 
Christ, and Impart unto you some. spiritual gift, 
I should not hesitate, But ab | my leanness, my 
lennness |  Oall me not Naomi, but call me 

Mara, The prayer that I have been making for 
more than hall’ a century Is expressive of my 
pe state, * God be mercltul to me, a sin. 
ner !' 

I wish, my brother, that u gracious God ww A 
bless = in soul and body for time and eterni- 

ty, And may your dear partner In life have the 
| SOUTH of Deborali=the plety of Hannah—the 
humility of Mary=the Intelligence of Priscilla, 
and the benevolence of Phebe. Adieu ! 

Joun Lxrawn, 

Rev, Spencer Il, Cone, living In the elty of ve 
geese, Girnoe Ntrovt=DPonitent Alloy-—-at 
the Sign of the Cross, noxt door to glory,— 

N. Y, ' ¢ Chron, | 

~~ Goxeespondence. 
My 
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"not have seen the article by Rov. Dr. Tupper on 
thie same subject in wu recent Issue of the Mes 
senger, 

For the Christian Meémenger, 

| PASTORAL VISITATION, 

\ 
The writer of the following communication 

liven a long distance irom Nova Bootla and could | 

STIAN MESSENGER; DEC, 14, 1870, 
: vould be rather absurd. Could I, like : 

of. 

For the Christian Messenger. 

PEN SKETCHES, 

No. xx. 

(Jselvas Persona, 

In It possible there ean be such a cliss of per. 
sons In this working world 7 Persons who eat, 
drink and live without being of service toany one, 
Recelvers but not givers, Willing that others 
do the work so long an they are not disturbed, 
Allow them to remain In the shell of thelr sel. 

fishness and they nre satisfied, Alas, it Is wo, 

Observers of soclety have marked them and 
heen pained, Like the sands of the desert re- 
celving rain and sunshine and returning no green 
verdure. 

There's the son In the family, having received 
n good education, he Is fitted for a useful position 
in noclety, but he has turned out a fop— dressing 
and walking about an a spectadle for others, his 
eduention and powers are of no uvall to him,— 
Wark, work, Is beneath his dainty fingers, A 
mere drone In soclety, 

Then there is the young lady, who has been 
brought up by indulgent parents not to soil her 

fingers with contact with work, The plano— 

"TL belleve that Pastoral Visitation, In ita real 
senso, oan soaroely bo overestimated In the work 

of & christian Minister, From the Memolr 

of the Life and Labors of the Rev. Francis Way- 

land =n volwme of extreme Interest and value 

| extract the following, On neecepting the 
Pastoral charge of the First Baptist Charch in 
Providence, having been President and professor 

of Moral and Intellectunl Philosophy in Brown 

University, for nearly 20 years, and being now 
engaged in lmportant liverary works, and io his 
sixty fist year. In his reminiscences he 
writes |= 

“ The moment I assumed the duties of pastor, 
I relinquished every other engagement and occus 
pation, 1 was well aware that the families of 
the church and congregation were In need of 

been! pastoral visitation, 
By the visiting rendered among them, 1 do not 

mean a mere enll of elvility to Inquire into the 
health of parents and children, and to manifest 
a neighborly regard fur thelr welfare, This ls 
sonroely the business of men charged with mut. 
ters of grave importance. 
The visiting to which I ref Is that which has 

for Its end exclusively the spiritual good of those 
to whom It Is wade, 
‘on, | resolved that 1 would visit no house with. 
out Introducing the subject of religion as a per 
sonal matter, and that in every case, unloss It 
was manifestly best to omit it, I would pray with 
the family, This kind of visiting, however, 
reached but a portion of the community—the 
mothers and doughters, The male members of 
familion wore genorally absent, It was necessary 

wherever they were nooustomed to spend the day. 
I talked to men wherever [ could find them alone, 
or could diaw them away for private conversa. 
tlon, Sometimes [ would meet them In the 
street, and accompany them far enough to give 
the necessary warning, lo this manner [ believe 
[ held persunal conversation on religion with by 
fr the greater part of the adults of the parish. 
And 1 will add that in all this labor, which be- 
came more and more pleasant and easy to we, 1 

never once Was treated rudely, or as Il 1 was 
not doing the business most appropriate to a 
minister, Nome cases | found of persons stupid 
in worldliness, who evidently did not wish to be 
disturbed § but by far the greater part wero 
thankful { and were by this moani personally 
attached to me and ta the services of ‘the sano. 
tuary, and thelr hearts were open to the instrue- 
tions and warnings of the gospel, record with 
sadness that In uiany oases, even of those who 
had been associated all tholr lives with professors 
ot religion, 1 wan told thut I was the first one 
who had over personally conversed with them 
on the condition of their souls, 

It will be thought that | had some natural 
aptitude for this kind of labor, Not at all, In 
tho commencement ol my ministry, It was as 
diffloult for me ae for any one. | gained upon 
It a little yor my pastorate In Boston, When, 
however, | rtouk this pastorate | resolved, 
in the strength of God, that I would carry re. 
liglon with we into every house | visited. and 
#0 far as wae In my power, edily salote and cull 

What wonder le It that ** at this of his 
oo he was eminently wise in winning souls to 

lotry and follow christians: 
By how many shall [t be sald to those who come 
alter ue, of 8 SAden.ou Riaviy, 8 

nb No one | Ven "he ono 
Yours 

Counay Pawron, 

Brethren In the min 

conversed 
souls” 

This [ attempted to carry | 

novel and the fingers of eligible partners In 
dance are touched with pleasurable emotions, 
but not like a true daughter of Eve who Is a 
help In noclety, Is a dressed, good mannered 
useless person in the world, 1 pity the poor fel 
low who may take a fancy to her fora wife, As 
an ornament to his home she may be of service, 
but as a true companion she will be uscloss,— 
For a home there will be required a woman not 
only with womanly feelings, but with adaptation 
to the olrcumstances of life in a home, 
Then there Is the member of the church, He 

comes and goes from the house of God, may lis 
ten respectfully to the wervices, but as far as 
onrrying out the design of church membership 
he Is entirely useless. Ile Is very Innocent with 
regard to seconding the efforts of the pastor in 
bringing touls to Christ. Are you useless dear 
reader—If so it will prove your ruin, 

Jonx, [z= 

J 

For the Christinn Messenger, 

Me. Editor : 

In your Issue of Nov, 23rd, Dr, Tupper makes 

some ** remarks" on two communications which 

had appeared previously. In justice to myself, 

1 must trouble you to insert a few lines. The 

author of the other ** long communiention ” eun 
answer for himself, 

Dr. T. declares : that ** the Impression which 
they are adapted to produce on the public mind 

‘are, without a single exception, a body of un. 
| wise, lmprudent, and eruel men." 

[ would like to woe the individual®n whom 
'sugh an Impression was made by my dommuni- 
ontlon, His mind must be exceedingly plastic, 

and susceptible of gathering views never intended 
| nor hinted at by Sigma. 
| Dr. T, honors we again by saying : 
| Sigma ** profosses to favor an independent 
mission, This seemed to be the general feeling 
“expressed at the Convention. * But notions kpeak 
louder than words,! The action taken was obvi. 
ously adapted to postpone the establishment of 
such a mission indefinitely, and in fact intermin. 
ably." 

| am aware that some latitude must be allowed 
to the secretary, but [ am indisposed to permit 
the paragraph Just quoted to pass without ** ex. 
amination and correction.’ Suppose another 
wan should say : ** The general feeling of the 
Convention was In favor of an Ipdopendgnt mis 
ston. * But notions speak loudet than worl, The 
notion taken was on adapted to promote 
the establishment. af such a mission on a sure 
basis, as#bGh as practicable,” Suppose, I say, 
some one were to write thus, which statement 
would most commend itell? Evidently that which 
agreed with the general tenor of the aetion of 
the Convention, | exceedingly regret that the 
secretary feels compelled to put sach a construe- 
tion upon a very plain affair, and that in oppo. 
sition to bis view [must say, that as fur as Sigma 
is concerned, and as far as | undorstand the 
mind of the Convention, there was no Intention 
to + postpone indefinitely and interminably” the 
establishment of un Independent Mission. The 
fact of the appointment of the committee shows 
that the Body respectiully entertained the ides 
ol Independence, and wished It to be dealt with 
fuirly and rationally, 
“Upon an Important point Sigma thinks Dr, 
Tupper wuss misapprehend him, In reference 
to the withdrawment of funds from the Native 
Teachers, | never dreamed of making a charge 
agninat the Board. Tt never occurred to mo that 

obviously Is, that (the Foreign Mission Beard) 

—
 

. Lad 

397 
- 

anybody had acted * cruelly” in this matter ; but 
under the clreumstancess it was n necessary evil, 
and that perhaps the Convention might take 
means to prevent the ocourrence of such an un. 
toward step, 

| Sigma isnot willing to admit the soft im peach- 
ment of ** gross misapprehension’ as to the resi- 
dence of the members of the Board, nor as to 

any other ordinary '* cases,” It might be quite 
correct to say, that they are sonttered over a dis- 

‘tance of more than fifty miles ;" but it is equally 
true, that with the exception of the two New 
Brunswick members, they all live on or near the 
line of Railway running to Annapolis, so that 
his Btatement in substantially correct, that ** the 
Board could go over now and then to New Bruns. 

| wiok ina body "'—to which proposition, he is 
glad to see, the good Doctor is ** quite ngreeable, 
if the cause will be benefitted thereby,” 
Sigma desires to reciproeate the generous tone 

adopted by the Doctor in reference to the labore 
‘of the committee, and begs to say, that il the 
committee can present a Report in harmony with 
the views of the Board and its honoured secretary, 
no one will be more gratified than 

Sioa, 

Amherst, Dec, 1, 1870, 

i 
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For the Christian Messenger. 

HARD THINGS TO CONQUER. 

Revenge, isa hard thing to conquer, It is all 
very well to say, Do your enemy a kind turn , 
but if the kind turn never becomes known to him 
does not affect him In the least, does not witi- 
gate his ill will in the slightest degree, and a 
peice of revenge that will affect him, that will 
probably bring him to your feet, 
When you ean magoanimously forgive him, 

and impress upon him your superior nature, Tt 
is hard to practice forgiveness when only our 
Father in Heaven scos, When men will impute 
our conduct to cowardice, to anything but the 
right motive. ‘Then indeed to forbear in silence 
becomes a heavenly virtue. We all know temper 

is hard to conquer, Pride, and selfishness, love 

of ease, indolence are trinls to numbers, The 

pleasant fire-side and entertaining book, how 

reluctantly left at the calls of duty, for the visit 

of charity, It is so much easier lo please otur- 

selves, sowetimes, than Christ, 1t is bard to 

give up our way and walk in God's way, very 

hard to the flesh, But thanks to Him who bhav- 
ing suffered temptation for us, knows how to 
succor them that sre tempted. We lose sight 

of this, We are willing onough to admit the 

lnrger temptations of Christ, but to think 

he was ** tempted lo all points’like as we are," 

To give back an angry word, to shrink from an 

unpleasant duty, to make an untruthful excuse, 

to be ungentle and fretful, to doubt the love, 

and power of his heavenly Fafher. To wonder 
i( all things were working together in the best 

possible way for hiw~—to lose faith in himself, 
and in his brother man—to look abroad on the 

vinfulness everywhere abounding, and say, Is 

there a God 7? Can these be eternal beings, bav- 

ing an eternity of bitterness or joy before thew ? 

To feel tempted to say with one of old, ** Where 

isthe Lord God of Elijah ?” Oh give thanks 

for that word * Tempted in all points” ** He 
knoweth our frame, he remembereth we are but 

dust.” 
E H, 

For the Christian Messenger. 

IN MEMORIAM, 

MES, ANN HARDING, 

Widow of the late George Harding, died at East 
Ragged Island, March Oth, 1870, aged 73. Sis 
tor H, was & member of the Church of Christ 

for many years, When the church East 
Ragged Island was first organized she united 
with it by dismission (row the Lewis Head 
churek, Many and severe were the trials through 
which our sister was called to Wave alter 
wave of trouble rolled in upon ber, but through 
the race of God she was enabled to stand, Christ 
was her strooghold, dn him she trusted and of- 
a did rejoice in looking forward to a day of 
r 

“ Where peace and joy eterna! reign, 
And glistering robes for conquorors wait.” 

| Her last afliction-—ocancer in ‘the side—hurried 
her down to the grave, but under all her afflic- 
tions she would often break out in rejoicing, Her 
faith was strong to the last, when she 
away without a struggle or groan, to join with 
the redeemed In singing praises to Him that 
loved us and washed us from our sins in his own 
blood. She bas left two daughters and a lar 
number of mourning relatives and friends, ° 
ovonsion was improved by the writer from [leb. 
iv. 9, before a pd rot congregation, 
May each one of the hearers be prepared to en- 
ter Into rest. 

J.P. McKxnws, 
East Ragyed lsland, Nov, 16, 1870, 

“~~ 


