{

A 1
I £
b
‘: L
: ¢

»* o
! :
:

SRR, BERIEERC. < WS e S
e o ‘o o .
- -

oo R
- 3 -
-y

B e

- St -
T R . s < i vatviniva
e

v

. o e e e e

[y A7 mnt o ol e 1A B S il s 7t et a0

ment will be awarded i/ there be continued
unbelief. It will be seen, however, that the
cases deseribed are mot suppositious, bat
facts of nctunl occurrence, It is not said
that if men continue in sin or in unbelicf
for cver they will be punished for over,
though this is no doubt true’ tut that the
time is coming when those who are now
sinners and unbelievers will be doomed to
that punishment. There are some, indeed,
whose doom is already certain, Their sin
goes beforchand to judgment. For any
~who blaspheme against the Toly Ghost:
Pthere is uever forgiveness, as there is no
. true repentance. All who go on sinning
wilfully after receiving a knowledge of the
truth have before them only fiery indigna-
tion. And, moreover, the day of jude-
ment is ever represented as a day of deci-
sion, a ereis in human destiny.  After it,
“the wicked go away,;” Christ himself
bids them go ; and the door is shut, When
He comes to be glorified in His saints,
when e judges tﬁo seerets of men, there
rests upon the ungodly * indignation and
wrath ;" *“they are punished in the ever-
lasting destruction.” [1 Thess. i, 8-10.]
Thes¢ are stated, not us supposml cases,
but as actual facts.
" 11. ‘And yet in spite of this clear and
awful teaching I can fancy that some huni-
ble inquirer pleads—**Is there nothing in

<

Tt rebukos the style of talk in which many |
indulge. They sceraple not to speak of this
'terrible ending of human lifein any case ns,
unjust or as revolting to charity, Tt is not
that they use the argument of the inepwnpati-
bility of the doctrine with God's benevo-
lence to explain Seripture, or reverently to’
guide them to the selection of one of two
inserpretations both equally probable. They
use it to set aside Seripture itself.  In the
extieme form of this talk it is the very exist- |
ence of hell that is denied, and the plea
urged is that God's benevolence' will never
doom men tosuch u destiny. Kven when the
argument is not carried thus far, men use it
rhetorically to set aside the plain teaching of
our Lord. They say, **It is torture to think
of our friends as there,and how canGod allow
it?"  * Such harsh thoughts of His judg-
ments belong to the dark ages, to priestism, |
or to * sulphurous’ preachers of our own time
With more charity, and a juster appreciation
of God's benevolence, the doctrine would be
sont back to the morbid favaticism whence it |
sprang.” Ought not such rcasoners to ask
whether Christ had not as much regard for
God’s honor as they, whether He felt not as
tenderly for men ? Itis He and Paul who
speak most of ‘wrath to come, and warn men:
to flee from it, or tell them that they cannot
escape it.These “harsh thoughts” of human
destiny they entertaived and published.
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of the best friends of Moral und Educational

progress, the supporters of Churches and Chris-

- ban Missions at home and abroad, and of}yory
philanthropic and benevolent enterprize.

have

correspondents &e., of any paper in the province.
For General Intelligence, we supply what is
necded for Family R.ading, and we can with
confidence ask the co-operation of our renders as
a slight recognition of our enlarged obligations
in providing them with an increasingly |

tion will, we believe, seck by this means to ex-
tend them, and will thus secure our
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to their neighbours and friends.
Among our patrons we have a Jarge nunibor

~ Church of Rome ae exhibited both in the
past and at the present, und Bible Christi.
anity, lacks that discernment which is noces.
sary to separate truth from error in the
world of science as well as that of history,
Rome bolieves, and acts upon the belief,
that ignorance is the mother of devotion,
We make no hesitation in affirming that we ()0 streams of knowledge, and to shut them
off from the people; or, failing this, to
poison them at their source.  Protestant.
ism, on the other hand, has ever been the
constant promoter of knowledgo in all its
wide depurtments, and has put forth signal
and magnificent efforts both for the univer.
sal diffusion of discovered truth and the
explorution of mew fields of knowledge;
well knowing that the Author of revglation
is also the Author of the mutter and“spirit
whose wonderful phenomena begirt us on
every hand. Secience has not begotten Pro-
testantisw, but Protestantism science ; and
'a pure Christianity is entrusted, in the pro.
vidence of God, with the high and glorious
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Seripture to give hope? Did not Origen
find comfort in the assurance that Christ
must reign till He hath put all enewmies un-
der his teet? It was but one piece of
money that was lost out of ten, but one
sheep out of a hundred, but one son out
of two, and each lost one—not annibilated
surely—was found” “May we not hope
that every piede of money still bearing the
king's image,though . defaced, wili be re

covered from the dust and restored to the
king’s treasury, and that every prodigal,
convinced, at last. through a self-inflicted
misery, of his folly;, will ' return to the
bosom of his Father?”

“The wish that of the living whole
No lite may fail beyound the grave, .
Oh, comes it not from what we have,
The likest God within the soul "

Qur wodern benevolence is at best very
cheap. What if it be also blasphemous
and destructive, dishonoring by implication
to God's * philanthropy,” und precipitating
the very ruin it professes to fear ! |
And as a sccond lesson ; if the doctrine
of a future punishment is Scriptural, ought
it not to be preached as Scripture reveals
it? To Le silent in relation to ity to ques-
tion it, to teach it as a mystery to be kept
in reserve, to toue it down as unsuited for
modern eurs, is a practice unwarranted by
unythiu% in Seripture.  Let men give it no
lurger place in their preaching than it oceu-
pies in the New Testament; let them
keep if they will to Seripture language—
as was Jay's practice ; and leave it in all
its simplicity und awfuluess to produce its
fuir impression on the popular mind. Dut
No man with a human heart can fail to to deny or to dilute its affivmations may be
{10(‘\ tlll)e force of ‘ll"‘“" pleas. Q}”"“l esard b inflict serious mischief on practical godli-
ave been tempted to **trust this larger pess, Fear and love are the two motive
h()[;v." (Ihlnt. nlz;s ! wl;on :l\ll things are };ut forces by which men are won to God ; and
under Christ's feet, the last enemy de- jt s at our peril we wenken weither.  Serip-
stroyed, and Death and Hades cast into 'ture is c]cml-ly in favor of this view mlul
the luke of fire, therein is also to ba cast|{or myself 1 believe that the whole Gospel,
“ whosoever is not found written in the with its pru\*ipiuus of terror and of grace,
Book of Life.” The *“hope” is S‘lé-'gt"‘blwill find u readier response in man's coms
ed only by parables, aud by parables that|lex nature—his conscience and his heart,
clearly n;nch 'l):‘)lt th;! quest'on \\'h}‘tlhcr "}i;llmu the substitutes which some are now
are saved ; while there are paraples still | seeking to put in its place.
more numerous that speak of virgins shut| Iy lty m':xl lettmj’ 'vneml to add notes
out from the marriage, of the man without ayd explanations on some of the statements
the wedding garment [the symbol of sym- here made; and in the third and last I pur-

pathy with the purpose of the feast]. who | pose uoting briefly some alleviations of the
was seut away iuto outer darkness, where great mystery iuvolved in the doctrine

was weeping and goashing of teeth, of jiself. ‘

servants who knew their Lord’s will, aud|
did not according to his will, and who
were theretore cut asunder. and after that
had their position with the unfaithful. The
poet's * dream " is answered by the poet's
fears :— ¥
“For I, considering everywhere
Her secret meaning in her deeds,
And finding that of fifty seeds |

She often brings but one to bear ;
I talter where 1 firmly trod—"

Above all, it is impossible to forget that
Jesus Christ, Son of Man, and Son of God,
perfect love as well as perfect purity,
Navour and Judge, has given no hope that
men who die unwon by his love will ever
be wou by punishment, **He thatbelieveth |
on the Son hath everlasting life, but he
that believeth not on the Son skall not see

life, but the wrath of God abideth on ham." '

Can words be more clear or more awtul !
12. lu this summary of Seripture teaching
1 have taken no passages from the Old Tes-
tament. 1 have said nothing of the claims of
God's Justice, nothing of the infinite evil of

sin ; a8, on the other bhand, I have said noth-

ing ot the rupposed inconsisterncy between
this doctrive wud the Divine goodness. [
have purpusely abstained from ull such argu-
ments on eitber side. I dowuot think the
question cun be settled in that way. The
fact is that finite minds cannot tell what infi-
pite justice willdemand or whatinfinite good-
ness will allow, If 1 where reasoning from
such principles the very first thing I should
do would be to deoy that there could be
Sin; and as this reasoning is palpably ab-
surd, I bold my peace. The existence of
meral evil is to me a far profounder mystery
than the punishment of it. In short, the
whole guestion is one of  interpretation
simply, and our wisdom is to listen rever-
eotly to the New Testament.

13. Witn this explicic Seripture teaching
before us, two lessons atleast may be fairly
noted and enfozeed.

Joskrn ANGus. |
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The “Christian Messenger” for 1871,

The deep ipterest in the circulation of the
Messenger displayed by our friends in all parts
of the Proviuce, and in other countries also, has

made us anxious to embrace the first safe oppor-|
tunity of introduging

IMPORTANT IMPROVEMENTS.
We have therefore resolved to
ENLARGE THE PAPER
from the 1st of January, 1871, by adding an-
other column to each page, making, in the whole
paper, what is equal to
TWO ADDITIONAL PAGES PER WEEK,

We hi¥ Tresitated to do this sooner, lest- we
might involve ourselves in so much additional
outlny for material, for paper, and for labor, that
it would bring upon us permanent embarrass-
ment, The heavy responsibility of our publica-
tion dots not rest upon any of our denomination-
ul organizations, and we cannot therefore, like
some of our contemporaries, call upon ministers or
brethren for annual money contributions to meet
deficiencies. We are however thankful to have
had the cordial co-operation of almost the whole
of the Baptist ministers and influential brethren,
and have received unmistakable expressions -of
warm approval, and that without solicitation, at
our denomibational aoniversaries, This has

been to us a source of strength and - encourage-
ment.

~We undertake this enlargement with the con-
fident hope that still more zealous efforts will be

'might be expected, this uttitude of mind ing round his tub.

'may 80
"reason aud judgment, is regarded both by taneous generation going on,

put forth by our Subscribers to

will receive the Messenger free from the date of ‘beside the cradle of biology); but the tra-
our receiving their name and address to the end gedy has not stopped here, as the remains
of this year, ~of extinguished scientists eminent for their
| folly or their treachery are to be seen no loss
 thickly strewn beside these cradles, and
‘nomb beside that of biology.
When the Christian world was told that
We have always rejoiced in the advance protoplasm, a substance common to all live
of Ncionce. There is hardly avy depart- ing plants and-animals, was believed to be
went of human industry which is not year the physical basis of Jife, and that the ani-
by year reaping great beuefits from the pa- mal world was dependent on plants for this
tient and laborious investigations of scien- substance, while the lutter derived it, manu.
tific men. The field of geveral knowledge factured it, from wmineral elements, there
is being vastly widened ; and fresh proofs of was disclosed nothing at variance with pre.
the beneficence and wisdom of God ure set vious knowledge, and the ‘wisdom of the All-
before the world. | 'wise seemed only the more wonderful, But
In no departmegt of modern research when certain teachiers of science set forth the
has greater labor been expended than in dootrine that the earbonic acid, water, and
that of biology. Unfortunately for the ammounia, out of which plants manufactured
interests of science, several among the more protopla:m,and which were the principal ma-
ardent investigators have not been able to terinls yielded by protoplasm on chemwical
bring to their task that patience which rests analysis,were able of themselves to begin to
satisfied with step - by - step methods of live inan organie formw, und that in this sense
working, and which is necessary to secure the resultant, Qrotopluum, was the physical
the trustworthy results of induction as ap- basis of life ; Christianity said: This is ma-
lied to any department of investigation, terialism.- Itis a doctrine directly opposed
Eut especinlly that of biology. The results to the explicit teachings of the Scriptures ;
of imperfect or partial experiments haye and the evidence on which such a doe-
been seized with avidity, and with a crude- trine is propounded in the name of science
ness and haste condemned by every canon 'must be made known. God as revealed in
of true science, have been made to serve as nature has not contradicted himseclf as re-
bases for the wildest hypotheses and specu- vealed in his Word, Combine your dead
lations; and intelligent men havo been matter, and make it live betore our eyes, said
asked to accept these as veritable theories Christian men. The ery of Prof. Huxley
—a8 truth itself.  Herbert, Spencer, Dar- and kindred spirits was, in effect: * We

- ————— . S - . T — - S—

A WORD FOR SCIENCE.

'win, Professor Huxley, and others, have have not done it as yet, but the thing is by

given evidence of this substitution of ima- no means so impossible as it looks. Na-
givation in the place of reason. Here and TURE is o better chemist than we are yet,
there persony whose imaginations are so but we hope to overtake her in a few years
acdtive and unbridled as to unfit them for wore.” * But,” said some of the more ar-
the slow and laborious processes demanded dent disciples of the ** New Philosophy,”
by rigorous induction, have accepted the * you blind Bibliolaters may remember the
deliverances of these talented men; but story of the Sophist who demoustrated to Di-
the great mass of the more reflecting. very ogenes in the most satisfactory manner that
naturally ask for o clear and int:lligent he could not walk; that, in fact, all motion
demonstration of the things they are told wis an impossibility ; and that Diogenes
to receive as scientific truth. As, perhaps, refuted him by limplg' getting up and walk-
tep this way, und you

part of those who are slow to rely will see how unaided matter gots over your
deductions of imagination—if we little difficulty, or, rather, an analogous
speak-—instead of those of calwm or apparently greater one. lere is spon-
' ‘That her-

those who propound the theories und those metically vealed bottle contains simply an
who accept them, as opposed to science, infusion of hay.-water, and wark how it
Iutelligent men who, in harmony with the swarms with living creatures—infusoria.
very genius of true science, demand the The protoplasm contained in the hay has
exhibit of those crucial experiments which founded the favorable conditions, and has
must precede and underlie every scientifie organized itself iuto living things, That

on the
on the

(theory worthy of acceptance, are met by biv of meat is alive with maggots, which

dark ambiguities and oracular rebukes, are simply the result of the protoplasm®or.
which but deepen the convietion in the gavizing itself under different couditions
winds of the recipients that some scientific from that afforded by the hay-water—the
men are not capable of employing on all decomposition of flesh. This is a new wine
occasions, scientific methods. When, for of science which will burst your old bottles
example, the very bread of science, demon- of Judaism and regenerate the world."”
stration, is dewanded by intelligent Chris-' After this fashion it is that the *‘problem
tianity it is quite the fashion with the class of life” is being solved by the deification
of scicntific wen to which we refer, to give of Matter. We hear a good deal about the
the stone in the form of a sweeping con- credulity of those who receive God's word
demnation of all Christendom by the asser- as revealed iu the Bible; but we challenge
tion that Christisnity opposes science, and the production of an instance of eredulity
bas always opposed it from the days of comparable with that of those who construct
Galileo tij]l now; and that ** extinguished a so-called theory of life on the basis we
theologians lie about the cradle of every have described. To waiutain that o body
soience as the strangled snakes beside that at rest is set in force independently of any
of Ilercules.”” This method of working forco without itself is, in comparison, a rea-
may satisfy the minds of men whose stimu- senable thiog.

lus to research is begotten of enmity to re-; We see by our English exchanges that
vealed truth; but every lover of science atthe meeting of the British Association
must condemn it as pregnaot with that pre- in September Prof. Huxley delivered the
judice and blindoess so fatal to the discov. opening address. He reported the various
ery and progress of knowledge, The mind experiments which had been made respect-
which is so porturbad as not to distinguish ing spontaneous generation, aud the results
between the superstition and dogwa of the'of the later experimenters go to show, that

&

Hence her unceasing attempts to dam up

‘duty of defending science from the follies-
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