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4+ Ye are the salt, 

~ Klouths’ Department. 

Lessons for 2 3 0 ge 

THE WORDS OF JESUS. 

Sunpay, Feskvary 12vm, 1871. 

Salt and Light,~—Matt. v. 13-16. 

GoLpEN je —¢ Walk worthy of the 
“10. ~ Lord.—Co 

Scr'PTURE StLecrions.—Jokn 1. 1-14; 

«Lo whom did Jesus speak the words of 
this losson? Vas. 11, 12. ‘What two titles 
does he give them in verses 13, 14? What 
then does the title of “this lesson describe ? 
Of what are they the salt? Vs, 13. Of 
what, the light? Vs. 14. What is meant 
by ** the earth,” and ** the world?” 
What are the chief uses of salt? What 

then is the work of a. disciple of Jesus? 
What is the ** savor” of salt? What of 
a disciple of Jesus? Can salt lose its 
savor ? Can a disciple lose his? What is 
meant by Jesus’ question, ‘¢ wherewith 
shall it be salted?’ What lesson may 
disciples learn from this? For what is 
savorless salt good ? Vs. 13. For whatare 

- savorless disciples ? 
What is the chief use of light? What 

then is the work of disciples How does 
Chriet’s remark ahput a city, vs. 14, bear 
on this ? Explain vs. 15. What has this 
to do with disciples as the light of the 
world ? 
What must Christiaes do with their 

light? Vs. 16. What does this mean? 
Do you do so? ° Does Matt. vi. 1, 5, 16, 
contradict vs. 16 of our Jessori? Why? 
Do the titles *¢ salt,” and *¢ light,” belong 
to you ? If not for what are you good? 

SvmmarY.— As salt preserves and savors, 
and as light illuminates, so Christians must 
shed abroad a saving, cheering, enlighten 
ing influence, and must do it to the glory 
of God. 

ANALYBIS.— Christ's “disciples are:—1. 

A Preserving Power.—1. Affirmed. “Ye 
are she salt:"’ Vs.13. 2. Guarded. *¢ But 
if,” ete. Ve. 13. 

Il. An llluminating Power. — 1. Af- 
firme2. ¢ Ye are the light.” Vs. 14. 2. 
Enforced. Cannot avoid conspicuity. Vs. 
14. Intended to be conspicuous. Vs. 15. 
3. Guided, *: Let your light,” ete. Vs. 
16. ° 

ExprosiTioN.—Salt and light.— Jesus uses 

these familiar terms as titles of his people. 
the light.” 

Not all who heard him teach were salt and 
light, but those who really learned of him 
Matt. xi. 29. 
Of the World— That is, of mankind 

Matt. xiii. 38. 
1. Salt is a preservative. 1t has the 

quality of securing from decay or corrup- 
tion. We salt fish,” meat, ete., for this 
purpcse. Salt is therefore the emblem of 
incorruptibleness and of perpetuity. Hence 
“‘ to eat salt,” is the Arabian expression 

for entering into a perpetual bond of 
friendship. Hence *¢ a-eovenant of salt,” 
is a perpetual one. Numb. xviii. 19; 2 
Chron. xiii. 5. 

2. Salt is a condiment. - Yrrespective of 
its preserving power, it seasons food, gives 
it a zest, a flavor, Job vi. 6 Speech should 
be scasoned with the salt of wisdom, Col, 
iv. 6. The phrase, * Attic salt,” denotes 
wit, that zest of conversation. 
The use of salt in sacrifice, Lev. ii. 13; 

Mark ix. 49, embodied both the idea of 
perpetual continuance of the covenant thus 
made, and of savoriness or acceptablences 

to God. 
A christian amonz men, is as salt in 

matter, a soorce of preservation. The 
perishing condition of the world is seen in 

Gen, vi. 11; Job. xv. 16; Psalm xiv. 3; 

Gal. i.4; 1 John v. 19. Faith in Christ 
alone can save from perishing John iii. 
15, 16. 

Saver lost.—Salt may undergo chemical | 
change, and lose its peculiar properties. 
Its appearence may be that of salt, but 
its powers are gone, and chemically speak- 
ing, it is no longer salt, but it is something 
else, and it is useless as a preservative and 
‘asa condiment. Asa fertilizer, it isdamag- 
‘ing to land, and bence the rondway is the 
ir it, where it may be trodden 

iin at moral world, just 
gr. wd light in the material world ; 

villages were in view. The inevitable con- 

spicuousness of such villages is seized upon 

as an illdstration of the inevitable con- 

spicuousness of every Christian. If ®0 

conspicuous, how important that they 

should shine clearly aud constantly. They 

cannot be hid, and hence their darkness 

will be visible far and near, as well as their 

light. : 

Let your light so shine, etc.—IHe bas 

taught, ye are lights; Je cannot be hid : 

nor did God mean you sbould be hid, but 

that you should shine. He now teaches how 

the light should shine. 

An apparent coniradiction appears be- 

tween the clause, ** that men may see your | 

good works,” and the teaching of Matt. 

vi. 1, 5, 16. Here, however, ** to be seen 

of men,” was the great ¢nd; in our les- 

son, the seeing is incidental, and the glory 

of God is the great end. 

lilustration.— At the martyr's stake 

Latimer said to bis fellow suffercr: * Be 

of good comfort Master Ridley. and play 

the man; we shall this day light such a 

candle, by God's grace in England, as shall 

never be put out.” 

Many a ship bas been loet through ber 

pilot's mistaking the light of a lighithouse. 

How zealously the keepers of these lights 

must guard their charge lest such calami- 

ties be due to them. So to the light of 

the Christian tbe world locks and by it 

the world steers. How true acd pure this 

light should shine ! 

Can we whose souls are lighted 

By wisdom from on high, 
Can we to men benighted 
The lamp of lile deny? 

Salvation, O Salvation! 
The joyful sound proclaim, 

Till earth’s remotest nation 

Has learned Messiah’s name, 

Recite,— Scripture Catechism, 178, 179. 

wr 

ANSWER TO BIBLE SCENES. 

—_— 

No. xiv. 

Since Thomas could forsake his Lord, 
Nor dare believe binrrisen, 

. Let us seek stronger faith, to whom 
The Comforter is given. 

John xi. 15. John xx. 24- 29. 
~.. John xiv. 16, 26. 

SCRIPTURE ENIGMA. 

No. 1x. 

Here are five words described for the 

thoughtful and diligent; the solution of 
of which are solemn and certain :— 

A heap of witness raised, an oath to show ; 
An emblem of the Christian’s course of be- 

low; - : 
An ancestor of him who came to bear 

Witness of Christ, and would his way pre- 
pare ; 

A word describing those for courage praised; 
A city by the tribe of Reuben raised. 

The final letters and the initials place 
In their right order, and at once you see 
The two last foes to Adam's sinful race, 
O’er whom the Saviour gives the victory. 
a SS, 

THE SILLY YOUNG RABBIT. 

There was a young rabbit 
Who had a bad habit: 

Sometimes he would do what his mother 
forbid. 
And one frosty day, 
His mother did say. 

‘ My child, you must stay in the burrow 
close bid, 
For I bear the dread sounds 
Of huntsmen and hounds, 

Who are searching around for rabbits like 

You ; 
Should Bey s see but adc head 
They would soon shoot you dead, 

And the dogs would be off with you quicker 
than boo !” 

But, poor foolish being, 
When no one was seeing, 

Looking out from his burrow to take a short 

play, 
He hopped over the dibed. 
With many a bound, 

And looked around ean dd as if he would 

oT fear & man? 

So thie ang pre 
Where, gnawing the bark 

eight years of age, but no one seemed to 

and great a city, and he was shocked at the 

rents bad taught him the fear of God, and 

was surrounded by a set of hypocrites, 

drunkards, and robbers, and in his heart he 

village of Poutoise, with its ignorant but 

same irrepressible desire for knowledge, 

| Professor of Mathematics and Languages 

| A bink to aflicted lh hadi 
the followi wg ar Niger ed 
an English Charch 

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 
THE YOUTHFUL SCHOOL- 

MASTER. 
—— 

BY MRS. MALLARY. 

Many years ago, a terrible plague visited 

the village of La Dolorie, in France. “Whole 

families were smitten down, and desolation 

and distress were written upon everything. 

In.one family, all died except a little boy of 

give a thought to the orphan, for each one 

was drowned in grief. So poor little 

William sat in his lonely room alone, un- 

cared-for, and hungry. He thought for 

some time; thea springing up with a de- 

termination worthy of a man, he said. 

“ This will not do; I must go to work 

for myself.” 

Taking all the clothes he awned, he went 

to the neighboring village of Poutoise, and 

opened a school. - Think, children, of a 
little boy of eight years old’being the school- 

master of a village! Here William continu- 

ed tc teach until he was fourteen, and then, 

feeling his great ignorance, and having a 
thirst for knowledge, which nothing could 

subdue, he tcok his earnings, and bidding 

his pupils ¢¢ good-by,”’ started for Paris. 

He was not prepared to find Paris so gay 

wickedness of the pecple. William's. pa- 

when hearrived in the capital, and mingled 

with its inhabitants, he concluded that he 

wished that he had never left the peaceful 

Lappy people.. At first, he thought he 

would go back, but fear of ridicule, and the 

made him remain. So he rented a room in 

a garret, and began his studies ; but every 

day bis purse grew- lighter and lighter; 

and how to increase his funds, he did not 

know, How he could carry on his studies 

under his instructor, and yet make money, 
wus a question which perplexed his youthful 

brain considerably, One morning, before 
day, as he lay in bed thinking what he 
could do, a sudden plan struck him, and 

clapping his hand joyfully, he exclaimed 
in rapture: 

That is it ; that is it; now for it.” 

Springing up to put his new plan into 
operation, he turned to the chair upon 
which he had laid his clothes, the night 
before, but alas! they were gone, A thief 
had stolen the only good clothes he had. 
In utter wretchedness and despair he rush- 
ed to the open window, to throw himself 
headlong upon the pavement helow, and 
put an end to his miserable existence, but 
the early religious instruction of his mother 
flashed into hie mind, and he paused. 
With a burst of tears, he sank upon his 
bed, exclaiming : 

** Oh, Jesus will not, will not desert me.” 

When the woman with whom he boarded 
missed him, she went up to his room, and 
found him- éxtremely ill. The sudden 
change from{hope to keen disappointment 
had been too much. Without clothes, 
without money, and ill, he was carried to 
a hospital, where he was compelled to 
remain two whole years. As soon as he 
could walk, he wont to Beauvais, and work- 
ed in the fields with common laborers, ae 
it was harvest-time. Here he earned enough 
to buy a plain, nat suit of clothes, and 
substituting these for the coarse ones of the 
hospital, he again hastened back to Paris. 
This time he became 8 servitor (servant) 
in one of the colleges of the university. 
Perhaps this was the plan which was pro- 
Jected upon that fatal morning. Now books 
were at his command, and when not engaged 
in bis duties, he studiéd with so much 
avidity that he attracted the attention of 
the professors. Nor did he study in vain, 
for be soon gained woundertul knowledge, 
News of him reached Francis I, and touched 
with the story of the struggling orphan, 
and filled with admiration for his indomit- 

him by appointing him Commissioner to 
the East, and upon his réturn he was elected 

in the University. 
Such is the history of William Postel, 

RI ——— 

rants had attended a christening of « bale 

able resolve and proficiency, he rewarded | 

who was a man py hosel. 

The Sabbath School, 

ON SEATING SUNDAY-SCHOOLS 

BY C. B. STOUT, 

At almost every Convention the question 

comes up, ** What is the beet way to seat 

our School Room ? "” and it is 80 iinportant 

and practical a point, that we devote n 

little time and/space to.its consideration, 

A large number of schools are contemplat- 
ing changes the present year, and others 

would gladly change if they could at the 
same time improve. 

The seats most generally in vse are of 

three kinds ; the ordinary meeting-houge 

pewr, or some modification of them, semi: 

circular or semi-octagonal forms made ex- 

prestly for the pufpose, or settecs, alter- 

nately reversible. The conceded disadvan 

tages of the first are so well known that 

we need spend no time upon them. Most 
of us have already had sufficient experience 
in ‘hat direction to satisfy us for the 

remainder of our lives. Seats of the se- 

cond class, though heavy to -move, and 

awkard in appearance, are greatly to be 
desired before the others. But they are 

quite expensive, and very unsatislactory 

for use in evening meetings, ete. Hence 
the general employment of reversible set- 

tecs in new rooms or those newly furnished 

of late years. But it is believed a still 
further improvement is pcesible, and we 

therefore recommend, unhesitatingly,— 

¢cuaigs. These canbe disposed in harrow- 
shape or other forms to suit the size and 
warts of the class, while for lectures, 

evening meetings, etc., . they can be 

arranged in rows as the usual seats are. 

They give the room a (xce, open; home-like 
look, which is very desirable indeed. A 
strong, substantial article can be obtained 

at the wholesale houses at a reasonable 

rate ; and in case of crowds in the main 
audience room, these chairs are of great use 

in filling aisles and passages for the time 
being ; thus increasing the advantages of 

our present houses of worship, and adding 

much to the comfort of crowded congrega- 

tions. - Furthermore, we sometimes have 

social and other meetings in _which con- 
siderable open gpace is desirable, and this 

could always be readily obtained ina room 

seated as we propose. Arrange your 

chairs around the sides of the room, which 

could be done in a few moments, and the 
heart of the apartment is entirely at your 

gervice. ne more suggestion. Be not 

content with carpeting your aisles only, 

but do as Amos Kendall did in the new 
Calvary Sunday-school room in Washing- 
ton, cover your entire floor from wall to 
wall. Cane or cocoa matting, of good 
quality, is perhaps, on some accounts, to 

be preferred to ordinary carpet; but get 

something that will wear, put in your 

chairs, and go to work afresh for God and 
souls, 

Pastors, superintendents, teachers, breth: - 

ren, and sisters, think on these things! 
Having thought, acr !— Baptist Teacher. 

CONQUERING THE BIG BOYS.—A prominent 
citizen of Michigan, a judge of a Superior 

Court, said to a friend, ** I bave coaxed 

and Whipped my boys, and I can't get 
them to go to Sunday-School. What shall 
I do?” +“ Go yourself,” suggested his 
friend. He did so. His boys and many 
other people followed him, 

Tax wven-prizep kiTE.— From the report 
of a recent murder trial in Philadelphia, 
we clip the following scrap : 
‘ It further appeared, that on the after- 

noon and evening in question, the defend- 

in the neighbourhood, and all imbibed 
freely of a gallon of wiskey provided for 
the occasion.” 'e 

———— 

SUNDAY-S8CBOOL BRKVITIES, 

No cross, no crown. 

wages, 

To sxreriencep CoRIsTIANS : Why are 
80 few of you in the Sunday echool ? 

ENDEAVOR 70 DRAW 0UT the heart of 
your téxt, snd put it into the heart of 
your 

Tus ARCHITECTURE of Sundsy school 
rooms, benches, ete., is worthy of eareful | 
attention, 

No work, no 

Aare tame. amide Nir Fi of uch 

S cientific, &e, 

THE MONT CENIS TUNNEL. 

Late cable news contains the great fact 
at last, that, theoretically speaking, light 

has penetrated the Alps. The workmen on 
the Italian side have exchanged greetinge 
with those on the French side, and nothing 
remains now to be done but the finishing 
of the ‘“ enlargements.” ‘This tunnel com- 
pletes the continuous rail line of the same 
gage, {rom the English Chennel to Brin- 
disi, m the south of Italy, 1,800 miles in 

length, which latter point is even now the 

great Mediterranean port, for the depar- 
ture and arrival of steamehips for the East 
via Suez Canal. 

Maurienne,” in Savoy, and *‘ Susa,” In 
Piedmont, consisting of a high table land 

7,000 feet high, rising abruptly to a peak 
nearly 12,000 feet high. The first Napo- 
Icon built a road 18 feet wide over this 
mountain, costing 7,000,000 franes. Then 

followed the railroad with three rails in 

1867, which has had fearful snows, and 

heavy gradients to contend with, and, be- 

ing of narrow gage, has been only of tem- 
porary benefit. 
The tunnel was commenced in 1857, and 

work has been unceasing day and night 

ever since. Its length is 7 mules, 1,020 
yards. *¢ Bardonneche ” is the name of 

the Italian end, while the French terminus 

is called ** Fourneaux.” The [talian end 
is 4,380 feet above the level of the sca, the 
Frenchiend being elevated 3,946 feet. The 

the Italian end, to about the center, then 

fal ag 1 in 45 to the French end. 

mencing at the French end, there wae 
schist fur about 2,400 yards ; average pro- 
gress, 4 feet per day: then 550 yards of 
quartz, average progress, 2 feet per day ; 

then limestone for about 3,000 yards aver- 

age yrogress, 7 feet per day; the balance 
of the distance being principally schist, 
with an average progress of 5 feet per day. 

The tunnel is 25 feet wide and 24 fee 
high, and during the prosecution of the 
work was divided by a temporary wooden 
floorieg into two galleries—one above, the 
other below—bad air passing out of the 

former, and fresh being supplied by the 
latter, About 44 miles was done from the 

Four years after the boring was commen- 
ced, compressed air wgs first used for run- 
ning drills on the Italian side, Immense 

‘* compressers’’ were necessary, which were 
worked by water-power,: and the air com- 
pressed to one sixth, or a pressure of six 
atmospheres, Ten machine drills have 
been constantly at work at each end, but 
those on the French side did not begin un- 
till 1863. Powder and nitroglycerin were 
used, bot we have no statisties as to their 

relative merits, 
The *¢ shifts’’ were 8 hours each, simi- 

| lar to those on the Hoosac tunnel, giving 
tbe men 16 hours rest alternately, The 
wages paid miners were about 5 francs per 
day. and ** muckers’ about three franes 
per day. . 
Many lives have necessarily been lost 

during this great work, but far less than 
one would suppoee ; probably from 600 to 
800 in all, so far as we have heard from 
time to time. 

We bave pot seen the whole cost of the 
work mentioned so far, but it eannot be 
much short of 160,000,000 francs, of” $29, 
920,000, — Scientific American. 

Oren an oyster, retain the liquor in the 
lower ur deep shell, and, if viewed through 
8 microscope, it will be found to contain 
multitudes of small oysters, covered with 
shells, and swimming nimbly about—one 
bundred and twenty of which extend bus 
one inch. Besides these young oysters, 
the liquor contains a variety of amimal- 
culse, and myriads of three distinet specice 
of worms, Sometimes their light repre- 
sents 8 bluish star about the center Ee - 
shell, which will be beautifully 
in Ad poo. sralpynne of b+ 

peaple, pes childs, suf. 

SLs 1p eadh le Soltpm 

{ hioheprreph 

in » family, they are willing og but) 4 

Mont Cenis lies between ¢¢ St, Jean de ° 

tunnel grade line is 1 in 2,800, rising from °° 

"he rock passed through seems to have | 
“been schist, quartz, and limestone. Com- 

Italian end, and the rest from the French. - 
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