-

-impression of the'
‘betterinformed mm:m Ttis well
-that the duties and
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with the cause of God, with the word
of God, with the advance of Christ’s
kingdom, with the dignity of man. In
a world where *no mawu liveth to him-
self” the mode in which the act of
profession is made cannot be a matter
of indifference, and ought not 1o be a
matter of unconcern. The establish-
ment of asyecarly Baptist Lecture is
surely called for by our position. We
are bound, in the face of modern thought
to give a reason for our gxistence. We
have men who can do it well, without
violation of Christian courtesy og chari-
ty. Cannot the Baptist Union inau-
gurate and maintain such an institu-
tion ?— F'reeman.

For the Christian Messenger.
“THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.”

Mr. Editor,—

I head my article differently from
the usual course, I leave out the pre-
fix for on this occasion as I wish to
write about the Messenger, and not
especially for it.

I have before me the first issue of
this periodical in January 1837—and
the last number published in 1870, and
on my library shelves are storedthe
interventing numbers in thirty-four
Volumes. - \

A generation has passed away since
I and others greeted the fisst. number
of this welcome visitor, and doubt'ess a
large portion of its first subseribers are
now in the spirit-world.

The present readers of your Journal
little know the anxiety, care and re-

: sponsibilily assumed by those who first

brought the paper into existence, per-
haps I know imore about it than.almost
apy one of your present subseribers.
[ had a good deal to do in_assisting its
circulation, 1 was .neilher proprietor,
Editor nor printer ; but I was General
Agent and this in the outset formed a
sort of central pivot on which the whole
machinery turned. ,

I well remember the anxiety with
which the Kditorsand a few of their
earnest supporters” looked - forward to
getting the enterprise ¥airly launched
before the denomination. At the pres-
ent day such are undertaking would
not be surrounded by the difliculties
which then existed. The launching of
the Great Eastern or the successful
laying of the .-Atlantic Cable could
hardly have pressed with greater weight
on the chief managers, than did the
bringing out the first Baptist Paper in
the Lower Provinces to those engaged
in the enterprise. Up to the period re-
ferred to, there had been no attempt of
the kind beyond a Monthly Magazine
of moderate dimensions and a, limited
circulation. ~But a point had been
gained when the Baptist denomination
was anxious for an organ to spread
more general information, and more
frequently to advocate those paramount
interests engaging-its attention, such as
pure and undefiled Religion, Home and
Foreign Missions, Temperance, Sab-
bath Schools and Education. Andlere
I would state that from its first issue to
its last one, it has never départed {rom
the principles set forth in its introduc-
tory Editorial. —

Editors do not spring up suddenly
nor is every literary person qualified
for the office. It was fortunate that in
{he outset two brethren of rare quali-
fications combining what was requisite
for the work were at hand ready to en-
ter upon- the enterprise. The senior
Editor with his classic mind and cxten-
sive reading—and whose pen whenever
employed conveyed a fit mirror of his
‘thoughts—was a guarantee that nothing
weak or puerile would soil its pages,
whilst the junior Editor with an un-
usual amount of keen discrimination
of men and ‘things, in general; was
well calculated to cater for the wants
-and tastes of the more extensive class
of readers belonging to our country
.churches.  So uniting their views a
pretty sure guaraniee was given that
the paper would be filled with such
matter from week 10 week as would
suit its varied classes of readers.

Printers or Publishers were scarce
.at this period, or rather such as would
engage to bring out the paper on rea-
sonable terms. 'Consequently arrang.
-ments had to be made with one who
-published a weekly paper of his own
which occupied so much of his personal

-supervision that new hands were en-

-trusted with getting out the Messenger
.and much mismanagement at times was
* the result.

I was told, to be an agent was only
a form, a mere centre of reference
where ns could communicate or
letters add Such was the
tors'and such till

Ities were, in

‘bef8truck off.

the outset, hid from Editors, Proprietors
and Agents or there might have been
a failure at the beginning of the work..

The agent soon found out that a list
of 700 names bad to be arranged and
re-arranged from week 1o’ wee}( and 2
corre-pondenc? entered int.u wph_ l\gﬁcnl
agenis to find the right directions - ¢X
léndiug over the three Lower Provinces,
which in itselt was enough to employ
one’s time almost fully. The. post
offices in those days were few and far
between. In counties where now fifty
offices for delivery of mails are found,
then only numbered two or three, 80 10
get the bundles directed =0 as to veach
the proper locality was a serious under-
taking, and as the mails at th:}t period
only went about once a week in casc of
a wrong direction papers 1‘<-m:un.ed
weeks unheard of by anxious subserib-
ers. Those now receiving the paper
almost before its sheets are dry little
consider the ‘advantages they possess
over those of the earlier period refered
to. The writer remembers when but
one post office existed between Windsor
and Annapolis and that wasat Wolfuille.

The agent gave'a weekly listto the
prigter with the qn:mtit‘% required to

But very Soon from let-
ters received from the interior, he
found that the whole number of papers
had not been put in the bundle, and on
investigating the matter it was found
that the boy who wet down the sheets
made a mistate of a quire or more which
led to serious inconvenience, and as it
occurred in the commencement quite
frequently it led-to the consideration of
the necessity of getting a press that
would be under the control of the
Editors and Proprietors. There being
no other_religious paper published in
the Provinces when the Messenger was
started, the names of many leading
persons in other denominations were
put on the list, supposing on seeing it
some af least would subscribé. Soon
several of the persons refered to were
heard from ; one would write, “ When
I want your paper I will order, it;”
another would say “I am pleased with
its appearance” &e., but at present do
not wish to subseribe ;" whilst a third
would say “I received your paper
without ordering it, but you can con-
tinue to send it=as I like its contents”
&ec.. and so ids reception outside the
limits of our own denomingtion was
such as would naturally be expected.

The Editors-had no small difficulty
in selecting matter for the earlier num-
bers. They had invited contfbutions,
and they came, fully equal in gquantity
to that of quality. Belore them lay a
long prozy article too long and too dry
for such a paper, but it came from a
friendly hand and how to prune it was
the difficulty ; which-end to cut off, or
how at all abstract the middle without
spoiling it altogether was a puzzle, but
the job had to be done. Then a letter
with mattér enough to make a moderate
sized volume on some abstruse doctrinal
subject which would have suited the
age of the Puritans, bad to be laid
aside and a soothing note. dispatched to
the writer. Then a sensible article,
badly written, badly spelt and ungram-
matical had to be re-written and shaped
for the press. These difficulties ‘may
not be peculiar to that period only ; but
then the Editors were new hands at
such work and what seemed to them a
task, the present Editor with his ex-
perience might smile at.

The difficulty -of transmitting the
papers into the country from the city
was not small. The mails to most
parts of the interior left once a weck,
and of ¢ourse would, to some parts,
leave the day before publishing—as at
that pericd 1t was the utmost difficulty
to get the paper ready oo the day -an-
nounced—consequently the paper re-
mained a week in the city Post Office
before being forwarded, and frequently
as before remarked from the paucity
of Post Offices, subscribers were fre-
juently three weeks before receiving
their Messenger. In connection with
this matter there was another which was
not a small tax as the mail charge was
fifty-cents on each paper. Let no zom-
plaining reader who now pays twenty-
cents a year, think for a moment that
his case is a hard one, this fifty-cents
had to be added to three dollars, the
price of the pﬂ)er, so if the present
readers of the Messenger will consider
the size of the paper in comparison
with it at that early date, they will find
that it costs now not more than one-
half it did then. ' |

I might go on ecnumerating other
difficulties that the Editors experienced
in the early history of the paper—par-
ticularly pecuniary liabilities arising

from wantof punctuality of subseribers |
which them often to have to
‘borrow w to meet tbtir Dg

THE CHRISTIAN
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but I cease, as probably I have written
now: more than will interest your
readers. i
But the paper amidst all its diffi-
culties and frequent oppositions.amidst
the fears of its friends and the ill will
of its foes, still exists and has steadily
gained in the estimation of its increax-
ed and increasing list of s:xbscu:xl)er?,,.
and its paying subscribers which in
the first year of its existence did not
amount to five hundred, I may,I think,
at a guess, say. have multiplied five
fold, and this too with a sister sheet 1n
New Brunswick, whose weekly wisits

supply the place with many, who for-

merly were your subscribers. May
your list steadily increase till every
family in our growing dcnom!nation,
shall'become a subscriber, and derive
as much pleasure and profit from its
perusal, from week to week, as has the
subscriber for the last thirty-four years.
Ax OLD AGENT.

For the Christian Messenger,

ACADIA COLLEGE AGENCY.

Dear Brother,—

The friends of our Iunstitutions of
learning are probably anxious to hear
from the Ccllege Agent again. A
portion of the time which has clapsed
‘ince my last report has been spent in
looking atter old Notes—formerly given
towards the ** Kndowment Fund”—the
remainder in securing new donations.
Although the sum I am now able to re-
port is not as large as I wished for,

_yet'it is enough to- indicate progress,

aud encourage hope.

James CarnarviN.cesesees $16 00
George Cieed, "enr....... 5 00
Mrs., Parker....... soénese 0 25
A Friend..cccecosessccsnce 0 50
George Knowies.eeeeseans 4 00
QT DIROK::soreee ssone. 500
Mrs Mary Smith........ e

AmOS Dd\‘ison...... reenss l 00
J. G. McNally oo veisessess 100

Wm. COOpPerecesssscscas 2L OB
Rev R D. Portereececae es b 08
David Vaughan..ceeeeeees 200
. BBV secocsvais Ny 1 00
Henl’y Vuughan.......-u 20 m
Torry Bent.oeeanss LA 5 00
W. F.Cutten..... TN Y 1 e ..
Nelson Forresteees e seov— 400
A.S. Blenkhorn cecceccee .. 050
A, W. Marsters.cceeeeveas 50 GO

Wm. Sleeo. -seeeecesssess 100 00
Rev. J. E. Hopper, to%
complete & Scholarship.. § 300 00

Several persons who have not con-

tributed now—on account of having

other liabilities to meet—have ex-
pressed their intention to do so, as soon
as circumstanees will permit,—we shall
have them as ‘a.cpart of our reserve
corps. 1 find, pretty generally, a
he~lthy state of fecling existing towards
our Institutions, and received much
kindoess from the people everywhere.
It is a work of toil and anxiety, but,
in the confidence that it is a good work,
I am encouraged to go forward. I shall
now commence at Lower Granville, and
work through this: Valley as fast' as
possible to Windsor, —thence to Hali-
fax.

Hoping my success will be in pro.
portion to the wealth and intelligence
of the Baptists through this section.

i
Yours very truly,
J. E. Barcowm.

Paradise, Feb. 8th 1871.

(Christian Vaisitor please copy.)

The Christian Alessenger,

Halifax, N. 8., February 156th.,1871.

Decar Editor,— ~

Allow me to ask through your co'umns,
if it is in striet accordance with Baptist
principles, to receive persons to member-
ship, who have been baptized by Campbel-
lite Ministers, while in an unregenerate
state of mind, but who subsequently, being
convinced of sin, and the neccessity of a

-

believing.
The question which I would ask is, Are
such Baptisms valid, as Baptists under-
stand the commands of our ‘Lord? A

word on the subject would enlighten .
AN ENQUIRER.. .

Baptism is a public profession of
faith in Christ,in obedience to his com-
mand, in the name of the Father, and
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, and
following his example.~Our reply
to *“ Enquirer” therefore is, If the
baptism to which he refers had in
it these characteristics, we believe,
it should be regarded as valid ; the
same also whether administered by a
Methodist, or a Congregationalist, or a
Presbyterian or Episcopalian. Defec-
tive piety in the subject, or inconsis-
teney in the administration, may ren-
der the baptism disorderly and irregu-
lar without destroying its validity.

‘It is not an uncommon thing for
believers to call in.question the genu-
 ineness of their own experience, and

ments with thﬂ. postmasters, ;-v
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change of heart did seek and find peace in

et o

had some further acquaintance with:
their own hearts to suppose that what
they felt at a former period was not
such a :hangg as made them ‘‘ new
creatures in Christ Jesus.” It is pos-
sible that, in some-cases, they may be
eorrect in their judgment, and, that
(hey were baptized without having ex-
perienced the regenerating ;nﬂuences
of the Holy Spirit.

In such a case the bapfism may
have been, in itself, all that it should
be, although the subject was at the
time imperfectly acquainted with gos-
pel requirements.

It may be however that the person
entertaining such doubts is mistaken,
that the change was wrought previous-
ly, and that his doubts arise from a
morbid state of mind, which if yielded
to would lead to another and another
recurrence of the wish for rebaptism.
It may be easily perceived that this
would be trifling with the ordinance
and destroying its real value as an
‘outward and visible sign’ of. chgstian
discipleships whilst a claim might be
set up on its behalf for its possessing
some sacramental efficacy.

A brief paragrapn in ome of our
exchanges ino reply to a remark often
made that Baptism is only a formal
ceremony for the purpose of depreci-
ating the importance and necessity. of
baptism may not inappropriat:ly be
here copitd. The analogy drawn be-
tween it and some other ceremonies is
at once striking and convineing :

» Baprisy is enly a formal ceremony, it

‘is sometimes said, and therefore it cannot

be required that we should-be so very
particilar about it. Naturalization, we
may answer, is only a ceremony, and yet
without it the -imwigrant continues an
alien, whatever his desires and purposes
may be ; it requires the. form to make him
a eitizen. Marriage is only a céremony,
but there éan-benetawfal—wedlock with-
out it. The form is needful, in order to
make Seriptural and legal what would
otherwise be adulterous, and in order to
preserve the offspring from becoming out-
casts. A form may be very important and

significant, especially if it has been defined
and prescribed by divine authority.” -

- ) S E—

SCHOOL MATTERS.

The Christian Messenger stands be-
fore the public pledged to promote a
sound and efficient system of Education.
In the past our columns have spoken
clearly and strongly on this question—
a question which overshadows in imper-
tance all others under the control of
our Locai Parliament. Untrammeled
by the doings or wishes of political
journals or parties, we shall continue to
advocate what we rcgard as essential
to the well-being of the people at large
in this matter, irrespective of class or
or creed. Everything goes to shew

ture giving prompt attention to the
manuer in which our educational sys-
tem is being administered.- Our rea«
ders know that a year ago while the
late Superintendent was investigating
the condition of the schools at Arichat
he was dismissed from office. The
Leg slature failed to demand a thorough
investigation of the Arichat School
affairs. A grand priociple affecting
the eutire system of Education was
clearly involved. The wmembers of
he Legislature accepted the assurances
of the Government, that the new Sau-
perintendant whom they had appointed
would be directed by the Council of
Publi¢ Instruction to thoroughly inves-
tigate the whole case respecting the
alleged violation of the school law in
Arichat. 'We have not heard that any
report of the Rev. Mr. Hunt's investi-
gation has yet been presented to the

of either branch. Wehope the Coun-
cil of Public Instruction will submit

| the results of that investigation with-

out delay, that the public may know
the facts in the case. We learn
from reliable authority that matters

| at Arichat have not been set right

during the year. The Protestants
have been debarred, by the Bscetari-
an character of the schools sustain-

ed by

for themselves ; such

in the town, mis-called public schools,

the law.
Last sprin

to be troubled by doubts as to the time

-
R

of their conversion; and after having

L R

that there is great need of the Legish--

Legislature, or asked for by a member |

public moneys, from sending
their children to them, and are under
the necessity of supporting a school

school cannot
of course, rcceive any of the money

raised by taxation or graoted by the
Province ; nor'should the other schools
if they are conducted in violation of

the Hon. Mr. Flyon in

the House of Assembly read a rt
signed by bimself and bis co-trustees, |

stitution had been in operation, and where
all denominations have been educated—
during that period—not one child has been
a convert to the Catholic faith in that-
institution,” A

T referring to this matter the Wit-
ness remarks :—

*+ We are now infirmed on indubitable
authority” that such is not the case. A
daughter of one of the leading Protestants
ot Arichat, a pupil of the Nuns, was se
cretly admitted into the charch of Rome in
the private chai)el of the Convent, eighteen
months ago. The girl was taught to keep
her change of faith a profound secret.
Even her mother was not made aware of
it. The whole .proc ss was strictly clan-
destine. The mother is deeply distressed
by“what she regards as the perversion of
her daughter,

Another person was clandestinely admit-
ted to the church of Rome, at the same
private chapel,son the 8th December. He
18 19 years of age. IHis most intimate Pro
testant friends knew nothing of his per-
version for weeks afterwards. Several fe-
male pupils, additional to the pupil above
referred tu, have secretly joined the Chureh
of Rome, with out the knowledge or con-
sent of their parents or guardians.

The Morning Chronicle of Monday
endeavours to turn this matter into
ridicule, and, after a considerable
amount of trifling, conczxdes by saying:

« A truce however to striflings. . The
truth is that g0 far as the Government are
concerned the schools of Arichat are not
a source of blame to them. The conver-
sions have as little to do with the Educa-
tional Law ad they have with the laws
regarding insanity. A statement, however,
of the names of the converts, the real
causes of their conversion or perversion,
might perhaps Help the cause of the oppo
nents of the-Government. Out with them
then. Wae have no fear that a new_inves-
tigatiop in‘o the Arichat schools will fail
to confirm that formerly made. - If the
religion of the mnjoritgaof our people should
fail to withstand the damages done to it by
one boy and one girl’s detection, then we
mistake its character,”

The Protestant readers of the Chron-
icle will be able to put the proper esti-
mate on this mode of dealing with-our

‘important principle in the administra-

tion of our Schoo! Laws. " Let us have
the report of Mr. Hunt’s investigation.

A

e - - *

CHURCH.

The Rev. W. B. Boggs has been
laboring in connection with this ¢hurch
during the past six or seven months—
at first, during the absence of the
pastor, Rev. E. M. Saunders, in Great
Britain, and since his return, as occa-
sion offered in the church, and other
parts of the city, as well as at sqme
other places — Bedford, Brookfield,
&c. — Last week Mr. Boggs receiv-
ed a pressing invitaticn from Port-
land, New Brunswick, to visit and
labor in the Gospel mipistry with
the church there. After mature con-
sideration, although he had not com-
pleted the period for which he had
been engaged, he felt constrained to
accept the invitation, and accordingly
sought a release from his engagement
with the brethren in Halifax.

On Sunday evening last Mr. Boggs
preached an appropriate Sermon on
taking leave of the G. 8. congregation.
At the close of the service an intima-
tion was given by the pastor that it
was desired to offer to Mr. B. some
expression of the appreciation in which
his services were held. The congre-
gation remained after the close of the
regular service, when the Rev. Mr.
Saunders made some introductory re-
marks and read the followng letter,

it contained were rather below than
above the reality of the feeling eater-
tained by himself and the friends gen-
erally ;— .
To Tuk Rev. W. B. Bocgs,—
Dear Brother ,—
ChWe, thed mé)mbem of Granville Street
and Congregation having enjoyed
your labors in the winistry of &e a’){)rd
and in our houses for several months past,
during the absence of our pastor, on,a
visit to England, and for some time since,
desire to ex to you on leaving Halifax
for Portland N. B., our high appreciation
of your services and our respect and esteem
for you «s an able minister of our Lord and
Saviour. .

It affords us much pleasuro to bear testi-
mony to your talents and adaptation for
usefulness, in commending the 1 of
?“lin&ta to old m young. We ali'e nk-

t rs in several instanges
during tbyeo::m period of your stay with
us, huve been attended by the Divine bless-
ing, and wom that the fruits may even-
tually still r am
 The affliction and vement you have
been called to suffer dnuyour‘ residence
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