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THE CHRIbTIAN MESSEN GER.

outts' Bepartut,

T.eassons for 1871.

THE WORDS OF JESUS.
Sunoar, Arrin Orm, 1871

Jobn's Message and the Answ er,—Luke |

vii. 18-28.
Recite —Seripture Catechism, 103, 194,

ANSBWER TO BIBLE SCENER.

»  No. xvun

The ancient sea-port is Tyre, formerly a
city of great commerce and wealth. The
Apostle Paul, after staying there n weck,
on his journcy to Jerusalem, has a com-
pany of the dieciples-to-see Lis departure,
-Alter prayer oo the shore, he and his
companiors go on board, and the disciples
return to the city. Acts xxi, 3-0.

~————

SCRIPTURE ENICGMA.

No. Lxiv.

Ilere is an opportunity for our industrious
thoughtfu! young friends to exercise the
knowledge they have already gained of the
fucts of the Bible, and 8o have it increased
and strengthened. Hereure fourteen words
described :

The friecnd whom St. Paul lelt ill at
Miletum.

The original name of Shadrach.

The man who studied the Scriptures as
he journeyed. | %

The Teétrarch of Abilene in the reign of
Tiberius,

A tluve who deserted his master, . =

The city where Onesipborus sought for
Paul.

The disciple who ‘“loved thie present
world.”

The material of which Solomon's throbe
was made.

The man who wae called ** Niger.”

“The token of God’s covenant with Noah.

" The fifth.son of Leah.

The metropolis of Alasuerus.

The warrior who slew Goliath's brother,

The captain by whom ** the Lord gave

. deliverance to Syria,” -~

The initials of these words form »
sentence of four words which express a
truth oo which the Christian religion is
founded. Now find them and see what
it is.

——————

HUXLEY AND THE BIBLE.

BY C. B. MACLEY.

¢ There must be & moral substratum to
a child’s education to make it wvaluable,
aud there is no otuer source from which
this can he obtained at all comparable with
the Bible. '— Huxley.

OF course 'tis a myth of the ages,
The odds and the ends of tradition ;

The wool of Egyptian sages ;
The warp of Arabian vision,

‘Tis plainly all fudge,

As any may judge ;

But then—as a moml foundation,

Tae Bible will do for the nativn !

To teach that the world was created,
The moon and the earth and the sun,

That the waters from dry land abated,
By the word of Jehovah ‘twas dove—

Between you and 1,

Is simply a lie ;

But to inculeate a love of the truth,

It is just the thing for our youth,

There's the story of Adam and Eve,
Tell me who eculd & woment, indeed,
‘Bout the_rib and the apple believe,

Or.yet for a minute give heed
To thut silly fable

Of Cain and of Abel ;
But then, as a test of the riflt,
Its precepts are clear us the light,

And here is the tale of the staff,
Cast down before Pharaoh, the king—
"Lis enough to make one luugh--—
Buch a very ridiculous thing.
- And the lice and the frogs,
The darkoess and fogs ;
But then, where elsc can we find
Buch suitable food for the mind ?

Time would fail us, from Jobn back to
Moses,

To recount balf the fables we meet,
Or to show how true science o

And clearly discovers the cheat ;
Yet now at tL

The Bible stands (ut

"As the only sure ‘rouud on the whole .
To risk the fond hopu ol the soul !

-~

PRAYER.

When Christ taught His disciples the
prayer of Matthew vi., it was not the de-
sign to give an unchanging form of pray-
er, but to teach the epirit of true prayer.
This being the case, we may expect to find-
instruction in every part. The beauty and
the completcness of the prayer teach that

we should spproach God with comprehen-

I e —

sivediroctnefs T his fuct shnuld not he for- the \wrld. it would be hy pulting one Rmt.
gotten. ' We do sometimes forget this, and | before the othor,  Your whole life will be
do not give heed to the words of the wise | made up of one little moment after ano
man in Ecclesinstes, ** God is in heiven, | ther, Drop ndded to drop makes the occan,
and thou upun carth ; thercfore let thy | Learn from this not to dospise little things,
words hy few." Leurn, also, not to he discouraged by great
Anotlier thing in this prayer to notice, | labors,  The greatest Jahur becomes  euny
is the relutive p»umn which-it-gives to | il divided into parts.  You eould not jump
pe itions for the horor and glory of God, | over & mountaing but step by step tkes
- d to those fur our own personal warts | you to the other vide. Do not fear, there-
The prayer contains six ceparate petitions: | fore, to nttompt grent things,  Always
fir-t, arce three re erring divectly to God, -
for the exalting of His name—the extend. [ burlding is only one brick upon anvther.”
ing of His 1eign—the doing of His will. | —Sunday.Scheo! Visitor,
Then follow three petitions for the sapply e
of man' own wants. In prayving aright BENEFITS OF LAUGHTER.

then, God ',8 to be !w&:m: sll elee. Qur Prohably there in not the remotest cor.
wants, feelings and desires are not to be :

ner or little inlet of the minute blood-ves.
first, nud the glory of G.d vet.  Sellf s to

; x sels of the by that docs not feel some
be' m""d‘l_ nfﬁ glory ‘°r (";d and ﬁtlw wavelet from the great convulsion produced
duing .uf His will are fu ouve the very rat by Bearty Maghiee, shoking’ the Scntrel
und highest place,  When we are in the '

- P o man, ‘The hlood muves wore lively ,—pro-
P i avssege, Ao Bapnnd s/ bably i s chemionl, electrie or vital cundi
acceptably, but not t:ll then.

SOk Jiatd i3 alher ik . | tion is distinetly wolilied,—it oconveys
| g ;’m "‘ = .w.: i mann::;l; a different impression to all the organw ol
s ST T T e S budy a8 it visita them on that particu.
opening words of this prayer contain the

" anb o bl i lar mystic journcy, when the wan is
B‘:lt' SIS W g — NPN“‘::'?"' laughing, from what it dees at other times.

VLRGSR pray T e penesen ueeag Y And thee Iy s thit o good lnugh lengthens
to our Creator, we must have some just :

_ . shodCoutis aind 18 \ a man's life, by conveving a distinet and
R e A— '® TUN"] additional stimulus to the vital furces.
tions to us,—just what is involved in the

words, * OQur Futhef, who art in heaven.” SN A WO P,
L) \ .

” _ tending more closely than they do now to
We arve often told that the firt thing o J byposd =
A o : the innumernble subtle influences which

essentinl to prayer it a  knowledge of our

the soul exerts upon its tenement of clay,

own helplessuess and neccmues. Akoows | ol prescribe tu n torpid patient * so
ot oL Shons lnanmoutiod o pmyer. el many peals of laughter, to be undergone
hardly the first thing, for such knowledge J ! 5 ' .
lo properly n oastlh. . Wesen hardly coms at #uch and such a time, Just s they now
%o 5 et et - it & do that far more uhjectionable preseription,
¢ o it g bl A ; s B pill, or an electric or galvanio shook ;
y o;:r . Vg nn le ess, W and shall study the best and wmost - effootive
. — mmo‘ Jub.t conorptions of the method ul‘ producing the required offiet in
Holy One. Or if without such knowledge h
_p£a : : cach patient.~ Good Health,
of Gud, we could arrive at & conscivusness &
of nced or of sin, we should not be -pre- A BRAVE WOMAN.
pared for prayer; we might be prepared -
for agoniging cry to some unknown god, | An English ludy of talent, picty, and
but should not be prepared for prayer till | courage, with othors, fulloved the armies
we attain _to a juet idea of God us our| ol France with the word of God and Chris.
Father, tian tracts, and distributed them with re-
~ Hence one of the firet things essential to | warkable skill und success, “Her narea.
prayer, is to apprehend the facts taught | tive of experience, trinl and vietory is very
in the opening sentence of the Muster's | lively and encvuraging. It ought to stim-
prayer : **Our Futher, who artin heaven.” | ulate others to work for souls, where ob-
This dues not prescnt Llim, as lle might stacles ure less formiduble. Iere is her
justly appear to us, the stern judge. It | story of being taken into custody: -
does not hold Him up before us as the| In attempting one day to distribute
ruler or king 'whose laws we have trans- | Scripture tracts amongst the troops in a
gressed. Neither does it bring before us | garvisonjtown, at one of the barracks, I
the lafinite One clothed only in glory and | was suddealy arrested by a sergeant, and
wajesty. - The Savior does not seek to fill | marched ofl' through a court, up a wind.
us with dread or shrinking, in teaching us | ing stuircase between two men with guns
to pray. le briogs ue before a Father, | and buyonets, and incarcerated o w lyrge
He shows us first of all that we bave to do | room under churge of a sentry, till the
with purwml tenderness and compassion. | commander bad leisure to - consider what
What a view this gives us ol the condes- | discipline was called for in wmy case, |
cension of the High and Holy Ove! Among | amused myeell by fiving off my ammuni-
the uondorful things taught in the Gospel | tivn, in various wuys, first out of the
is the one which shows us that sinners are | winduw to the upturned and wondering
permitted to cuter the presence of Gud by | faces bencath, who were disposed to be
prayer. Aund the most wonderful aspect | displeased with this wmanner of treating
of this is that we are taught to come into | their ** little English lady, ' as they called
that prescuce and recognize & Father,— | her, Noticing in the roum sundry cun.
showing.with one word the compassion, | venient recoptacles for tracts, such as liats,
the pity, the tender love which will receive | pairs of boots, couts, ete,, belonging to
a penitent child, Then when we approach | officers, who rosorted hither, 1 thought it
the meroy seat, opennces, childlike trust | u favurable opportunity to lot them have a
and confidence becowe us. | goud supply, us well as of slipping one

There is 80 much instruction and so | under the duor to the sentry outside, with
many thoughts connceted with this, that | & kind word., Soon [ was marched down
we can hardly select. ‘Lo call God, Fath- | into the quadrangle between rank and file
er, implies that we recognize ourselves as | und ultiwately brought into the centre of
intelligent beings. And we cannot truly | & square ol soldicrs, where the command.
call Him Father till we bave the spirit of | ing officer stood with his stufl, the iwen
adoption. To call Him Father implies the | giving we w  welcome recugnition by a
obligation to bear u likeness to (he parent. | swile, and wishing we well out_of it, In
age we claim. In reflectiog on these | silence, I lifted up my heart to the Lovd
things, we way find rencons why we are | ol Hosts, and fult sure that greater wae
unfitted for prayer, and why what we have | He that was for we than all they that were
called prayer Lus not been wonswered.— | against we,
Zion's Advecate.
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The ooluncl, raising himeclf, twisting his
bt o | his woustache, inquired :

ONLY ONE BRICK UPON AN. | ‘' By whose authority do you dare,enter

OTHER. el

- L : ** By the authority of the Lord,” was
Edwin was one day looking at a large | my reply,
building which they were putting up just | * And how do you presumo to know that
opposite to his futber's house. lle watched | you buve that autbority ?"
the workmen from day to diy, as they | * By the inspired Word," [ answered,
carricd up the bricks and mortar, and then ** But your God snd mine are difforent,”
placed them in their proper order, vetorted the colonel, ** and our Bibles dil-

His father said o bhim: * lor.

‘* Edwin, you scem to be very much| * Thero is but one God and Father of
taken up with the bricklayers ; pray, what | all,” I suid, ** who commands his gospel
way you be thinking about; Have you wh- puulwd to every oreature,'’
any notion of learning the trade ?” But," replied the evlunel, ** your aim

* No,” said Edwin, swiling, ** but I was | is 10 disseminute protestantiom, and 1, ae
Just thinking what & little thing o brick | & Cutholic culoncl, will not allow jt,
is, and yet that great house is built by | Isaid, “ I am a Catholic Universal, and
lnying one Lrick on another,"” [ tell of Jesus crucified to evory one whe

‘“ Very true, my boy. Never forges it, | will hear me."

Just %0 it is in all great works, All your, “Iem sible to & higher author-

| wnother,

learning is only one little lesson added to | ity," said be, *‘ und I wust do wmy duty;
1f'a wan could walk all around Nmuumwmrsh“

remember that the whole of that great |-

“wAnd IV rvplu-d | mapwtl‘ul\y. “am
also resp meible to highor authority, snd |
must do my dut) s and God will be the
Judge by and by, whether I wm vight or
)(N‘ V

“Tam afeaid of propagnidism, either
political o that of the Jesuits, who send
pesple sometimes,”

“ llere, plense take this teact, eolonel,”
I said, * and sce il it is not.the Gurpel of
Chirist, for the salvation of your soul."

“ Wiat," sid he, * you due offer
it to m>y, beore my men! You must
be an  Eoglishwoman ?—and tu  suppose
that it will Ju us any gooi ™ _

v A wan acoustomed to read God's word
wiil be a botter suldier,” I replied : ** you
know that, colonel™” :

lle appeared to relent, shragged his
shoulders, wud with a pecaliur look ut his
ullicers, suid -

| «an do nothing with her. 1 do not
want to bear the burden, i trouble comes
of it

‘Then turniug to me, * Go to l»oudqunr
ters, and ark permission dlsnlbuw your
buoks and*papers,”

“ 1 will Jet well alone,” 1 said, ** lest |
way be entively forbidden.”

** But you wust not come. into those
barracks,” Le rveplied ; and gludly depart.
ing with a luw bow, which he returned,
said :

“ I will not disohey. your éommand; 1
will give them away in the street,” where
[ found plenty of opportunitics awongst
his men, who scemed glad at the turn
things had tuken. :

By
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THE FEBRUARY MEETINGS AT
THE METROPOLITAN
TADERNALLE.

l'or the lust few years, the month of
Fobiruary has beer devoted to mpevial ser-
vicos by the church at tho ‘Metropulitan
Tabernucle ; and the services have been
uttended with wany blessings,  Constantly
upon this oceasion, writes Mr, Spurgevn

i hin Sword and Trowel, huve we lLeard

brethren say, ** [ prayed for my wile at
these meetings st year, and Lere she 1s at
wy side rejoicing in Jesus ; " while others,
with tears in their eycs, testily that they
uwe their own soul's salvation to the furm-
er series of serviees, Weare most of us
conscious of w marked quickening of spirit.
unl lile in ourselves, and  we “eannot help
rewmnrking and adairing it in our fellow
wembers, while very general breaking
down is tukihg place among sinnere of the
congregution, und a great tenderness ol
huuu-la is notably observable,

This "year the services began with a
mecting ol the pastors, deacons, and elders,
with the distinct view of secking n prepa.

ration from the Lord for the work and the

cxpected blessing, One Lord's-day, Feb,
12ch, the pastor came to his work with a
peculinrly weighty wessage, and spoke at
both rervices upon the Marringe Supper.
After cach service persons cawe forward
who were pricked in the heart. lIn the
ulternoon a lurge prayer-weeting was held
in the Tubernacle wnd another aftr the
evening service, On Monday, Febraary
13th, the threefuld prayer-meeting wae
held,  Muny began at seven by uniting in
su} plication ; & goudly band gathered at
noun, and the whole area of the Tubernacle
wae full at night. Again inquirers were
furtheoming, and some who hud got beyond
that stage prossed furward to avow them.
sclves on the Lord's side, No excitement
wus mnnifest, hut solemn carnestness re-
veiled itself, The pastor having selected
a band of **helpers,” they met for prayer
in the evening, and to arrunge themsclves
o0 a8 to belp at the mcetings, Toe nest
day the pastors waited from cleven to one
t see scokers, Many came of all classes,
The nvitation to the wedding-fonst of
merey brought in, as of old, both bal und
good. Objecturs came with their hard
Guestions, the lovers of the loaves and
tishes with their hypocsisies, the ignorant
with their superstitious fears, the tulka.
tive with their presumptuous confidenoce ;
but there also drew near to the servants of
Gud the brokeo-hearted, the desponding,
the despairing, the believing, the rejuicing,
the restored, 1t was o good day, and when
the fishermen counted up the trounsures of

the net, alter laying many aside, and as-
signing others to a . cvurwe of further in-

struction, they found a. vesidue of twenty-
six whom they felt frée to prapose to the
church for membership. At seven in the
evening & very eonsiderable nuwber of in-
quiring persuns cnme  together, dnd were
fuithfully uddressed by some of “the elders
and other friends.

On Wednesdny mulng. ot seven, the
church alune owwe tagether, that, as a

b\.dy. it might ery mightily unto God, and
wlso seek preparation lor the coming bless.
ing. Tt was, withoue exception, one of the
yory bost moetings wo ever attended.  The
gracious words #poken to us by oar brother,
Mr. Gracey, and others, will re main with
us while memory lusts, The meeting was
open to all the members, bhoth to pray and
to rpenk, but no unqualifie] brother wasted
the time, a8 is 80 generally the cuse in
such meetings, The fi test wen to spesk
did speak, « ndnll rejoced to listen to thewm,
On Thursday,at lour, the pastor met aboat
150 or 200 of the young Iudics of the
Tubornuele, and preached to them upon,
» Thou art not fur from the kingdom of
God.”  The sacred feelings of that hour
have, we are sure, left their permanent
inpress upon many  tender heart,  That
sume night, in more than one house, friends
were compelled to arise and administer
comlurt to young learts in  which the
arrows of convietion had fixed. The au-
dience wasglect, and consisted almost en-
tirely  of young friends of an eduonted
class, just vising into wommn'woed.  After
the pastor's uddress, certain beloved mute
rons in the chiureh mivgled with the youth-
ful com) anyand conversed with individaals
concerning their souls.  Then fullowed the
usuul evening lecture, which purtook of
the epirit of the week’s procecdings, and
was blessed of God, so that again anxious
souls waited to have conversation with the
clders and - other friends, Fiiday was
spent in prayer by the students in the
Cullege, who were joined by sowme of the

ministers of Londun, who were educated

in our Institution, There was much hearty

ugonizing petitioningy"a  gencral personal -

renewal of convecration to God, aud a holy
warmth of soul, At its close, at seven
o'clock, the workers of all sorts enwmo

streaming in to their meeting—city-mis-

sionaries, Bible-women, evangelists, tract-

distributors, Sunday-lohuol teachers, and

others,

Monday, February 20, was o day of
prayer all day long; eommencing belore
the sun had risen, the people continued
tocome and go in velays all the day long.
Just befure the menl-times, when wives
were bound to attend to.domestic dutios
the "nuwmbers somewhat decrcased ; but
there was-never a pause in the unceasing
intercession for nearly fourteen hours,
Tuesduy cvening was w very happy one,
About a_thousand children came together
to hear good words concerning Jesus,
There was no tea, no music, no magie
lantern to attract the boys and girls, but
they camesin cagerly, lietened us uttentive.
ly a8 a-congregation of grown-up people,
and rushed to shake the pastor by the
hani with a loving geal which made ono
think of the childeen in the temple of old.
The law and the gospel, their own hearts,
and the Spirit's work were faithlully
spoken of to the children bty the various
speakers, and an evident feeling of interest
and nwe rested on the ussembly, Thero
had been wuch prayer for a blesing and
it came, w8 time will show, While we
were taliing to the young folks helow,
their mothérs. were upstairs holding o
prayer meeting that the Lord would help
us. Thus preyer and effort went hand-in-

hand, Wedneeday evening's mecting was
a very interesting one. Tea was given to’

the servants, and to the poor women of our
mothers' weeting, Other meetings wsre
still being held:

{
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THE BOTTI.I! OF OIlL.

An old gentleman occupied a large house.
He had » number of rervants, and a

ently every comfort that could be deoiro‘. ;

But ho was naturally peevish, and when
things went awiss he - becane eross, and
often flow into o passion, At last his
servants left Lim, Qaite out of temper,
he went to a neighbor with the story of

his distresses,
It seems to me,” said_ the neighbor,

“ it would be well fur you to oil youmlt Y

little,”

“To oil myself!"

* Yoo, 1 will explain, Some time ago,
one ¢f the doors In my house creaked,
Nuhody liked to go in or out by it, One
duy 1 uuod lu hinges, und it bus been con-

mntl u-od y every tince,” :
e0 you think 1 aw like your ercak-
ing door. cfied the old gentleman, ** How

do Jou want me t oil wmysell?’.

** That's an onsy mtur," snid the neigh
bour. **Up home and l ummc. and
when he does right, pra If, on the
cvntrary, he dous suwething lmlu do not
be cross ; il your vuice and words with the
oil of Jove."

The old T“
hareh or M was hunl in. his.
ulur\md
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