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which must of neevssi' y elovate the tfues;’
and_produce nn exalted manhood. The
humm\iamg clevating and converting traths
of the Chiistinn roligion™are just what
i China wante, to break t.hruugh those thick
| crusts which have been forned during the
Ingt thousand years uver herssodinl well-
being ard spiritual enlightenment. Indeed,
if the Christinn Religion. means anything,
if'it is  truth, n renlity, we must believe it
to be the only one now cxisting which -ean
leed men to n knowledge of the true wnd
living God—tle ouly ene andwpted to ruit
the present condition und meet the present
wants of man, But, after ull, the question
arises, in view of the puinful and wretched
circumetances of the Christinn world —
shall we break in upon the existing system
of - Chinn; vnd incrcase their responsibili.
ties, by giving them n knowledge of the
Gosyel, A shrcwd rensoner might say,
“ Look at tle moral etate of New York,
london, Chiengo, Paris, Mndrid, Rome,
Soe the terrible persecutions which the hu.
man race have # flued at the hands of
Christinn potentates, Sce the frightful
scourges inflicted on humanity by the di-
rect sanction snd nuthority’sl the Christian
Chureh, Witness tl e convulsiing, revolu-
tions and marsneres which have resulted
from the aciimonious bickerings and con-
tentions of Christian people.  God s just.
and judges men according to the light and
knowledge they possess. Let the heathen
alone,” What shall we say to all this?
We need only oppose to this the pointed
command of our Omniscient and all-wise
Lord und Saviour, ** Go ye out into the
world and preach the Gospel to cvery crea-
ture,” Another great concideration is also
presented, and I would desive to put this
mutter in as calin und rensonable a light as
possible ; but we are holdly confronted just
here with thix question. According to the
plainly taught principles of the Christinn
religion, what must be the inevitable des-
tiny of the multitudes of accountnble beings
that are- thus yemrly entering eternity
without an’ interest in Christ? T will offer
no opinion in anewer, but - to all true and
simple belie ers.in Bille teachings thix en-
quiry involvés considerntionsof overwhelm-
ing moment, and unquestionubly calls for
the vigorous and cordial cfforts of sincere
Christian men, . ;

However, perhars this is an old story.
China wants the Gospel—-wants a know-
ledge of Jesus Christ—and it only remains
to xpeak a -few words in reference to the
peculinr obst-cles to be surmounted, and
diMculties to be overcome; in the work of
its evangelization, and to corsider the most
feasible mearures for the \\ccomphshmcnt of
this desirable end.

The first great difficulty to be met is
found in the circumstance of their vastness
ns & nation, and their comparative intelli.
gence., Just think, We have not a mare
handful of ignorant savages, with no nee
tionnl, no venermted religion, - On “the
contrary, we have a semi-civilized people,
congcious of their immense torritorivs, [ os-
sessing o nationul lite:ature—n people ex-
ceedingly fond of reading und siudy, and
whh minds eminently adapted to discover
tnd magnify their own politienl greatnoes
and vationn! importance,

But furthcer, they possess a veligion whose
founder was evidently w wan ol genics,
Confucius appears to us a8 0 man of strong
character, a philosophical man—altogecher
n hero. His tenchings must have been ad-
mirably adapted to Chinese tastes and
thoughts. His recorded writings are saga-
cious in many ways, and emboly very ac-
curately the early spititual gropings of the
Chincse mind,  Mencius was another emi-
nent teacher, of whom they are not unjust-
ly proud, The memorics of these two are
still held sacred by the Chineso, Their
names and teachings are still. held in the
highest vencration, while the doctrines
they inculeated, supported by the so-ealled
Chinese classice, still hold absolute and al-
most universal sway over the minds cf the
nation,

Besides, they have an impsing national
history. They have preserved a host of old
national traditions, Indecd, they are part
and parcel of an altogether inter sting and
important Empire, rich in historical and
traditional lore, the investigation and study
of which wre quite bewitching, and the elu.
cidation of which throws mueh light on
the various movements whieh have oceurved
in the development of renowned nutionali-
ties, ancient nnd wodern.

The Chinese a.¢ not blind to these
things. neither are they wunting in the
characterietien cmsentinl to a full sense of
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For the Christian Messenger,

CHINA VIEWED AS A MISSION
FIELD.

BY J. W. LONGLEY, ACADIA COLLEGE.

We necd not feel fearful thet in dealing
with Mi-sionary topies we shall be ems-
plnyed in any nurrows- -minded considerntion.
Missionary « ' rt, in itx full rense, mvu Vi 8
the broadest and most important cons'dern-
tions we can poeeibly know or think of,
The very declwration of our Divine Master,
«The fleld is the world,” is sufficient to es-
tablish the beendth and dignity of Miseion
work. ©

The=Missionary field 1# not bouhded by
any lines of nation, nge, or clime, but i n
apmt of high und universal philanthropy.
But in dealing with all mattars of such cx-
tensive churavter, wo usually find it most
convinient to divide the work up into sec-
tions and subdivigions, that each part may
receive its due attention.

It seems to me, if we survey the whole
heathen world, no pottion presents such a
problem in eonnection with the opening up
of means for the intrcduction and establish-
ment of Cl ristivrity, as China. In the
first ph ce, its immense extent und popula-
tion alwost bowilders one. Tuking the
most modera e e-timante, over four hundred
m llong of Lumun eouls exist within its
borders. To evangelize these alone is n work
worthy of the bert thinkers, the most skil-
ful tacticiane, and the most zcalous and en< "
thusiast ¢ laborers of the age. DBut in addi
tion to the giguntic charncter of the pro-
jeet, there is n kind of peculiarity in the
Chiuese netion—a gort of mystery in con-
nection with their history, government,
customs and religion - that. invest them
with a singular interest, and sprend o
charm nrour d the study of Chinese cl.arac-
ter und institutions. Besides, any earcful
observer of the workings of things, will no
tice important developments now in pro-
gress in connection with the Chinese-which
have a direct and exceedingly interesting
relation to ourselves in many ways, To
m2, then, it scems that Chinn iy just the
question with-which Christian men should
now giajp'e~the problem they should
make evary effort tosolve,

China !  There are strange and complex
idean suggested by the very word, We have,
after all, a kind of intuitive awe mixed
with our ideas of China, This is a'toge.
ther n remarkable pedple. Their history is
teeming with the hidden and mystérious ;
theiv customs are the most singular conceiv-
able, and their rcligion contains elements
which requive mueb investigation in ord r
to tl e satisfoctory elucidation of its funda-
mental principles. Their religion is of
grent interest ns n study, It contuing some
sound prine ples in relation to human life,
and is holstored up on much assumed
learning and erudition. It is held in high
venerntion hy its professors, but is never-
theless cold, formal, unsound, unfitted to
elevate'man, delective as a rule of life, un-
suited to mun’s spiritual nature, and in-
efficiont ns a world-power. It is altogether
fulse und ahwurd, abounding in disgusting
rites and degrading rupers'itions, and far
from being capable of satisfying the long-
ings and aspirations of man's spiritual na-
ture. If it were neccssary, and space al-
lowed, it would be easy to substantiute
these statewents.  But without stopping to
look into Chinese history, or endeavoring to
trace the various developments of Chinese
manners, customs, religious beliefs, &eo:, it
is suffioi nt t» merely look at them s they
are; und a superflen] glance will suffice to
convir.ce us that their socinl system is cor-
rupt and degrading, and that, as o nation,
they ure politieally, socially, rcligiously in
a wenk, sunken, unhappy state, calculuted
to excite the pity of cold skeptics even, and
surely the sympatby and charity of cvery
Christion heart. A wide-reaching, dense-
ly populated, and, in some reepects, on-
lightened and enterprising nation, theso
people need some power to excite a-whole-
some influence over their minds and hewrts
which shull elevato their thoughts and
lives, prepore them for good citizenship,

ralie them to a vigorous and noble man-
hood, and, above sll, convert their souls

and fit them to enter Heaven. All this is
Jurt what Christianity can do. Not only
du'ita piinciples, when sincercly embnoed
and consintently adhered to, tend to pre

Jare wen for death andthojoylof
Heusen, but in the necomplishment of this
it gives man broader views of lifv, hi

sentiments in veference to his duty t

oty and the State, and imbucs him with »
spirit of. henevelence and pﬂlncmopy
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extremely vain peop'e, they have never
been accustomed 0 acknowledge any for-

eign people as their equal in dignity, influ-

Jtlmtt sclf-importance. Far dilbmht. &nJ

ence or hnpurwnoe Thoy OﬂtC(‘N t.hem-
welves o favored people, far removed above
the common mould, counting all foreigners
a8 more barbarinns.  They speak of their
country ns the Tnner Land, and the Flowery
Country. A short extract from one of their
most popular essayists will illustrate the
extrnordinury fenture of their national cha-
racter now under consideration, better than
any mere deseription ean do i—

w1 felicitate mysolf that I was born in
China, and constantly think how very dif-
ferent it would have been with me if 1 had
been born beyo:d the sens, in some romote
corncr of the earth, where the people, far
removed from the ¢ mverting maxius of the
anecient kings, and ign rant ot the domestic

relutions, are clothed with the leaves of
plants, eat wood, dw.ll in the wilderness,
and live in holes of the carth ; though born
in the world, in this condition 1 should not
have been difforent from the beasts of the
ficld. But now, happily, [ have been born
in the Middle Kingdom. I baye n house to
live in; have fid and drink and elegant
furniture ; have clothing and caps and infi-
nite blessings. Tiuly the highest felicity
is mine.”

Little wonder then, that a Chinaman
should hesitate to rerign the religion of his
futhers, preserved and handed down through
n reries of centuries, nt the solicitation of
thore whom lie deems, in every respcet, his
inferivrs. :

( (‘onchm‘on in our nest.)
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For the Chiistian Measenger,
TIHHE DUTY OF LOVING GOD.

Mr. Editor —

Please allow me to submit to your read-
ers some texts showing the importance of
loving God, and some remarks thereon.

From the texts, I nced hardly say, there
is no appenl. The Rewmarks of course,

should be dealt with by each nooord.ng to
their merits,

¥

TEXTS,

Mutthew xxii., 30 tu' 38 —** Master,which
is the great commundment of the law?  Je-

sus” raith unto Lim, Thou shult love the

Lord thy G.d with ull thy Leart, and with
all thy soul, and with all thy*wind, This
is the firet and groat comwandment.”

See Mwk xii.,, 20 to 30— Where
“atrength” is added to ** heart, soul and
wind.”

. See also Luke x,
vi, 5, and xxx,, 16,

Joshua xxii.,, 5=+ Tuke diligent heed
to do the commandments ynd the law which
Moses, the servan: of the Lord, charged
you: to love the Lord your God, and w
walk in all his ways, and to cliave uunto

him, and to scrve him with all your Leart
and with all your soul.”

John xiv, 28— Jisus answered and
said unto him, If a man love me he will
keop wmy words, and my Father wili love

him, and we will come unto him aud make
our ubode with him.”

Rom, viii,, 23 —¢ And wo know that all

things work together tor goud to thew that
that luve God.”

1 Cor ii., 9 and 10—*¢ Kye huth not seen,
n r eur heand, ncither hath it entered into
the hcurt of man to conceive, the things
thut God bas prepared for them that love
him, But God hus rovealed them unto us
by his Spirit."”

James i, 12— Ile shall receive the
crown of life which the Lurd has promiscd
to them that love him.”

REMARKS,

Cruden defines love thus: First a natu-
ral passion ineliving us tu delight in nn ob-
ject ; recondly, a gracious privciple or hub-
it, wrought in the sl by Gud, which in-
clines us t. delight in, esteewmn, und carncstly
desive to enjoy un intereet in God's favor,
and comwunion with him, as our chief
goud, portion and huppiness, and the foun-
tain of all perfe-tion and excellency, and
which lkewise disposcs us to good will to
all, especinlly such as resemble God in
holiness, or such as love Hum,

To love bim with heurt, soul, mind and
strength is to do so with our affections and
undeistanding, both naturel and spiritual,
and to the extent ol the abilities given us,
whether there bo great or small--one tal-
ent or ton : whether overwhelmed with the
guilt of culdness, or gthier sins that are past,
or in t! e-onjuywent of pardon and justifica-
tion, or sanctified or glorified, |

- T am, dear Brothe v, yours in the privilege
of Iovln‘(!ud with & hourt in which no
good by vature dwells, but which Gud will
love and dwell in, if it lovum-.ul
Ilis Son Jowus Christ,

« 25 to 28, and Doaut,
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THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.
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Fur lll" Chrlslmn Mtsscng»r
REFORM IN SINGING.

Dear Sir,—

I have long- thought that wo need & Te-
formation in the singing department of our
worship, and will proceed, with your per-
mission, to offer two or three suggestions.

1. The singers.
Choirg, and eur Choira are n%usmmed to
have it all to themsclves. I aon’t think it
ought to be so. The Choir should lead, but
the congregation should jrin. Otherwiso
the singing is & performance by a few, in-
stend of a common act,

9. Thea'titud:, There is no prescribed
attitude for prayer. Kneeling, standing,
ritting, prostration are mentioned in the
Bible. But I do not recollect that singing
is ropresented as connected with any other
than a standing posture, which appears to
me the most maturnl and easy. Besides,
some change is desirable in the course of
the servica, Mnny congregations sis still
all the time, which has a lounging, lazy
appearance.

3. The hymns. Singing is pre-cminéntly
the service of praise, nnd should be confined
to it, 1 think, in public worsliip. In social
and exclusively Chri.tian assemblics there
may be more Iatitala,
that a new Iywmn.Bock is about to be pub-
lished by the Amoarican Baptist Publication
Socie t), and that 2t will be a * book of
praise.”

Many of the hy:nm in the Psalmist are
unfit to be sung ina general o ngregation.
I heard the 460th sung the other day, much
to my annoyanve, I dure say you remem-
ber it. The first verse is :—

“ In evil long 1 took ddlgh

Unawed hy shame or l'enr.
Till & new ohjeet struck my uught
And stopped my wild career.’

I will not encumber your eolumns with

the rémainder. A more unfit hymn for a

“public and promiscuous assembly can hard-

ly be imagined, although it accurately rep-

resents the writer's experience, (John
Newton.) ~

I was once in & Baptist chapel when 8, | twelve years ago, during the great revival

hymn wae sung, commencing thus:— ~ .

“ [ would but eannot sing,
I would but cannot pray,
For Satun mects me when [ try,
And frights my soul away.”

It was sung, too, te a lively tune !

Surely there should be great discretion
in the choice of hymne ; and it is, perhaps,
dcservieg. consideration whether some me-
thod wight be adopted to render our ser-
vice more dircctly an act of common wor-
ship. In some English congregations, ae |
am told, all the peeple pronounce the
“ Amen'' at the close of the minister's
prayers, as they were accustomed to do in
Justin Martyr's time; and in others they
a}! unite in reciting the Lord's Prayer, or
in chanting & Pealw,

Our exercises are open to improvement,
in my opinivn, “

Yours,
Inguiry Corner, ZETETES,

v p——
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For,the Christian Megsenger.
HANTSPORT.

Dear Editor,—

Allow we to record another of those sea.
sons 80 hleseed to the givers, so comforting
to the receivers, From the day of my ar-
rival in Huntsport till the present, the kind
attentions of the people have been unfail-
ing. While | cameo in much weakness
and mnisgiving a8 to fitness for the great
work, my brethren, in the true epirit of
the Gospel, lovingly held up my hands,
and cheered my heart by their prayers,
encouraging words, and generous gifts,

But on the evening of the 4th inst., their
kindness scemed-fo reach the climax, fur
they came together and filled our guict
dowicile to overflowing , and alter reggling
us with ** The cup thut cheers but nut ioe.
briates,”’ and corresponding luxuries,
friendly intercourse and singing, making
all pass

* Merry as & marringe bell,”

“Bro, Glenn (Presbyterian) took the chair,

and eulled upon Bro. Porter, who, in be-
hall of the company, presented us with

cavh and articles to the value of §156,

which, with otlier suws previously pre.
sented, amounted to §180. Among the
articles above mentioned were two -burrels
of choice Bopr, It wuas one of the bappiest
cvenings of our life  Thus our peuple

have bound ue to their lLearts by bonds

stronger than steel— undying affection,

This is exclusive of Fulmouth, from
which we have reccived maoy tukens of
kindness.

[Having told you of earthly hlessings,

perhape T wnnot do better, in closing my

asr¥P

ber hnpvﬂzlly convertel.

We aresaccustomed to~T7T,

I am glad to hear
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notice, tlmn ull you uf our spunu al pro-
gress, A few weeka gince we held some
special meetingsin Brooklyn, an out-station
of Hantsport Church, with good results.
God's peorle were quickened, and & nume
[ baptized three
young people, and others stand yeady.
During the last three weeks [ have heen
Iboring with all my strength in U, per
Falmouth, in the anew mecting louse,
which owes ita origin and completion
mainly w0 Bro. Mark Curry, E.q, of
Windsor. It stands on the site of an old
tavern which once rent furth its streams of
derolation and death. But now we can
say with Isracl, ** The Lord lath done
great things lor us.”’ Wandereis are com-
ing howme, and sinners are being converted,
On the 19:h inst, 1 baptized four—making
twenty tince [ came to Hantsport. 1 cx-
pret to welcume quite a .number next *ab-
hath, DBrethren, pray for us, that we mny
see not only a weeting house on the ruins
of Satan’s kingdom, but also a ** Chareh of
the living Gud, the pillar and ground of
the truth.”
Our Quarterly b\hlmth School concert came
off last evening. The subject was Mussions.
[t was a pleasant and. profitable season.
Our school now nuwbers 140, and is in-
creasing.

Yours in Christ,

J. MurRrAY.
Hanlsport Mirch 27¢h, 1871.
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For the Christian Me-senger,

IN MEMORIAM.

DEA, JOHN P, GRAVES,
of Upper Aylesford, aged 47 years, after a
few day's illness, of inflanmation of the
lungs, calnly fell asloep in J-sus, on the
morning of March 106th, 1871, at the resi-
dence of Mr. James A. Hail, of Billtown,
Curnwallis, lcaving a widow, four sons, and
one daughter to wourn their sad and sud-
den bereavément. In--early life bhe found
peace in bolieving cn the Lord Jesus
Clrist, and professed his faith belore the.
world. tle wus baptized by the writer

in this’ phce As indicative of the high
estimation in which he was held by the
Church as o man of ability and piety, he
was chosen to the office of Deweon soon af-
ter his union with the Church, which of.
fico he filled with much credit to himselfl
and satislaction to his brethren. He was
also appointed Justice of the Peace. The
duties of this important office were per-
formed in such o wiyas to retain and
decpen public estimation and confilence.
tlis memory is embalned in the hearts of
his family, and also in that of the Chureh,
of which he was a devoted and faithful
member, Ile was Superintendcnt’ of it
Sahbath ‘School. By carnest prayer and
netivity in its service, by setting a wice and
holy example, by kindness, love and for-
bearance, he occupied a large place in the
hearta of the children, We, a8 a Church,
and comwmunity, deeply mourn our loss.
The funvral of our deceased brother took
place on Sabbath, the 19¢h ivat. A very
large eoncourse wrsembled to show their re-
spect for the doparted and sywpathy with
the bereaved, The text chosen tor the oc.

cusion was 2 Kings ii. 11.—Cum. by Rev,
J. L. Read,

MRS, HANNAH O. CROUSE,
beloved wife of Mr. James 5. Crouse, of
Crousctown , Lunenburg County, and sec-
ond daughter of [lenryand Amclia Porter,
of that place, depurted this lite suddenly
on the evening of Sanday, March 19th, in
hex thirty-sccond year. She was haptized
fourteen yeurs ngo by Rev. I. J Skinner,
and reccived into the fellowship of the
Bridgewater Church, of which she re-
muined an earnest and coneistent wmember
until . her removal by death, Deeply in.
teresting services were held in eonnection
with her funeral, which were participated
in hy the clerzy of three different denowi-
nations, The sermon. was preached by
Rev. S. March, from Isainh xxxviii, 18-19,

| and we hope that the worrowing relatives

and (riends were comforted and supported
by the consolations of Divine trath ; and
many sinners were aroused to see the im-
portance of attending wt onca to the con-
cerns of their souls, und secking preparution
for eternity, Much sympathy was mani-
festgd for the bereaved family. She has
left a disconsolate hushand nnd one lovely
daughter hohind to mourn their s, May
Gud sapport and cheer them in their deep
lﬂu.tiun —Com. by Rer. 8. March.

——

MRS, llﬂ!ll BMITU,

Died, December 12th, 1870, at her resi-
dence, North River, Ouslow,. Esther,
widow of the laste James Smith, in her
83rd yeur.




