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_.It may be added here, that it was sub-
sequently agreed to invite Bro. J. R
Stubbert, a Licentiate, and student in
Acadia College, to labor in this ficld l'(?r
the present as much as might be in his
power. His labors are quite acceptable,
and we work together in perfect harmony.
After a voilent snow-strom at the close of
the ycar, when a horse could not travel
across the Stronach Mountain, Bro. S.
walked quite a distance, and thereby suc-
ceeded in fulfilling his appointments at
Greenwood Square and Tremont.

The proposed Douation Visit came off on

_the 12th day of October last. The weather

was  favourable. Many kind friends as-
sembled at the residence of the Pastor.
After a entisfactory repast, kindly fo rnished
by the good gisters, Rev. Obed Parker, by
request, occupied the Chair, and Rev.
Abraham Stronach presented thc purse.
He expuatiated with evident pleasure on the
auninterrupted unity, buth in sentiment and
in feeling, that had invariably esisted be-
tween himself and the beloved brethren to
whom he esteemed it a privilege to present
the free will offerings of numerous constant
and ardent friends. He affectionately re-
ferred to the Lencfit wlich had, by the
blessing ol Heaven, resulted to the Church
from the prudent and fuithful labors of the
Pastor. After a brief reply, expressive
ol gratitude, and ardent attachment to the
people, as als) plewsure in the considern-
tion of the barmony which had always
hecn cherished between his ministering
Brethren and himself, the Chairman—the
hospitality of whose house bad been long
enjoyed—foilowed, in terms of fervent af
fection and high esteem, and, referring to
the pleasure enjoyed in the receiving of
former visits, extended a kind invitation
for their continuance,
Rev. Henry Saunders, whom indisposition
had compellcd to leave the meeting, Wm.
A. Tupper, Esq., of Scot’s Bay, delivered
the closing address. The exercises were
terminated by an appropriate and earnest
prayer. Kindly greetings were exchanged
by the numcrous attendants, who evident-
ly enjoyed the scason with delight.

The sums contributed, including previous
and subsequent donations, banded in or
pledged, amount to about $200, of which
more than half is in eash, and the rest in
valuable articles. Some individuals gave
as much as had been their annual sub
scriptions ; and cthers have kindly ex-
pressed an intentioo to contribute as largely
as ever. !

With sincere desires for the temporal and
spiritual welfare of those whose continued
regard and good-will have been thus oblig-
ingly “evinced, I remain, their gratetul
friend, and willing servant.

Cusrues Toreee.
Aylesford, Jan. 10th, 1871.

-

For tho Christian Messenger.
THE BIBLE AN AUTHORITY.

Dear Sir,—

Permit, it may he, a trespass on your
time for a short period. The failure to
discern the limitsof revelation, allows its
adversaries to leswon its authority in the
minds of many. That there must of neces-
sity be a limit, none can deny that admit
the Infinite character of the Deity, and the
finite nature of man. That this distinction
is radica]l and not accidental is equally
clear. If then, a limitbexicu. who but
God has fized. that limit® The things not
revealed are his choeen scerets, the things

revealed belong to his creatures. See Deut.
xxix. 29. '

~ Our only eafe guide in ascertaining the
revealed is the Word of God. From that

we are to learn what God has made mani-
To this extent the word is responsible,
beyond this, that responsibility ccases.
One of the prominent mistakes of the
present day in conrection with this sub-

In the absence of

1

Ject, is taking it for grunted, the chrono-

logy cf the Bible fixes the time of the
creation of the world, and of man. The
generally received opinion thereof is, that
about’ six thourand years ago both were
created, ' That this opinion should have been

_*0 general, is not to te wondered at, Tor

the reason that some three hundred years
g0, & chronology was arranged and at-
tached to the text of the Bible, although
but the compilation:of & lad in his teens,
it nevertholess wae received as a diary of
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ed skeletons, that prove to many a reflect-
ing mind, that buth the earth and man here
had an existence long before the period fized
by young Usher’s Chronology.

More recently the ‘- Philusophy of [lis-
tory *’ is said to have a bearing against the
reputed age of the race of man. China and
Egypt, in their records, are looked upon ae
presenting a claim to greater antiquity than
has been claimed for the entire race.

“We do mot regret these researches except
“for ‘the fact that the results are pressad:into
argument against the Mosaic record of crea-
tion ; this iteelf would be comparatively
harmless if the limit of revelation were
Justly regarded. The time of the creation
is one of the things unrevealed. Chrono-
logists have dune but littlo to eettle the
question.” Their researches have done little
more than set the mind afloat on the broad
sea of uncertainty. Speculations are be-
coming legion, one uprooting the other. 1
in their efforts they were sutcessful in find
ing the true data, it would only prove other
data wrong. _ 5

It would not at all affect the fact of crea-
tion, that rests upon the authority of revela-
tion: ** And God said, Let us make man
in our own image, after our likeness * * *
80 God created man in his own image.'’
Surely Mr. Editor we do not nced the
*¢ Philosophy of History * to teach us this
fact, nor can the ** Philosopy of History”
disprove this fact, at most it can but un-
settle the generally received chronology.

There is doubtless too much reason to
tear, that the arguments used aguin:t the
received chronelogy of the Bible, are em-
ployed to disprove the facts of the Bible.
This wode of proccedure is calculated to
lead the unwary astray. Allow the writer
to illustrate by throwing the arguments
thus used into sylogistical form. The gen-
erally reccived opinion is that man was
crented about six thousand years ago.—
Geology and the Philosophy of History it
is said demonstrate that man has inhabited

therefore man was never created. Any
school boy may see the illogical character
of this mode of reasoning. Such, however
are some of the arguments agninst the facts
of the Bible. -

It is said, ** In the beginning God created
the heavens and the earth,” The beginning
of what? Not certainly the beginning of
His own existence—this would te too gross
an ahsurdity for the darkest shade of Pan-
theism. Nor yet, necessarily in the beginn-
ing of his works. For aught we know he
may have created world after world before
this we inhabit—but we presume the ex-
pression *‘ in the beginning " refers to the
time of the commencement of the creation
of the heavens and the earth. Now the
fact etated is this, God created, ** the
heavens and the earth’ and he ecreated

date of that beginning is, there is no record
by his authority to determine, nor is it
necessary to know the time in order to be
lieve the fact. The man that would deny
the fact that the sun sheds its radiance over
the earth, because he dves not knuow the
time when it began to shine, or because
some one has given the time undcr a doubt-
ful or wrong date, would be accounted o
fool or n» madman. How much less is he a
fool or madman that denies the creation of
the world because he does not koow the
time of its creation ? :

The arrangement of the chronology of
the Bible is onlya human production, and
only has human authority for its authentici-
ty, thclé;ls recorded in the Bibleare divine
productions, and are divinely guaranteed.
These suffer not. by any legitimate tost. —
It comes from the crucible undiminished
and untarnished. No less brilliant than
ever is that “truth,” In the beginning God
cre.ted the heavens and the earth.”

' Revera,

For the Chri-tian lm.

BAPTISM IN THE APOSTOLIC
AGE ;"

sy ug Rev. A. P. Srmur, D.D., pran
~ or WeeTMINSTER.

‘¢ What, then, was baptism
tolic Age? The fewest words will most
reverently tell what indeed it requires but
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this earth for tens of thousands of years.

them ‘¢ in the beginning,” bat what the |

as mere enthusiasts have never possessed.
Picture that society, swayed by the pre-
sence of men whose very names seem too
sacred for the converse of ordivary mortals,
and by the recollections of One, whom, not
secing they loved with love unspeakable !
Into this society they passed by an act as
natural as it. was expres<ive. The plunge
into the bath of purification, long*known
among the Jewish nation as the symbol of
a change of life; ‘was still retained as the
pledge of entrance imto this 1.ew and uni-
versal communigg~#retained under the ex-
ress sanction &’Him, into whose most
oly namé they were by that solemn rite
‘ buptized.” The water in those E.stern
regions, so doubly significant ot all that was
pure and refreshmﬁ, closed over the heids
of the converts, and they roce into the li:sht
of heaven, new and altered beings. Can
we wonder “if -on such an act were Javished
all the figures which language could furnish-
tu express the mighty chang®. * Regene-
ration,’ * Illumination,’ * Resurrection,’ ¢ a
new creation,’” ¢ Forgiveness of- Sins,’ ¢ 81l-
vation’? Well might the Apostle say.
¢ Baptism doth even now save us,’ even had
he left his statement in its unr stricted
strength to expre-s what in that age no éne
could misunderstand. But no less well w.s
he led to add, as if with a divine prescience
of coming evils ¢ Not the putting away the
filth of the flcsh, but the answer of a 'goud
conscience towards God.’ - :
Such was ‘the Apustolic baptism. 1t is
startling to witness the abrupt descent from
the first century to the third, the fourth,
the fifth. The rite wae, indeed, still in
great neasure what in its origin it had been
almo-t universally, the great change from
darkness to light, ‘ from evil to good : the
* tecond birth’ of men from the corrupt so-
cicty of the dying Roman Empire into the
urifying and clevating iofluence of the
iving Christian Church. Nay, in some
respects the deep moral responsibility of the
act must have been impressed upon the con-
verts by the scve:.e, sometimes the life-long
preparation for the final pledge, even more
than Ly the sudden and almost instantane-
ous transition, which characterise.l the
baptism of -the Apostolic Age. But gradu-
ally the consciousness, of this ¢ answer of
the good conscience towards Gud’ was lost
in the stress laid with greater and greater
emphasis on the ¢ putting away the filth of
the flesh.” Let us coneeive oursclves pre-
sent at those extraordi scencs, to which
no existing ritual of any KEuropean Church
offers the slightest likeness ; when, between
Easter and Pentecost, the crowds of cate-
chumens poured into the baptisteries of the
cat basilicas ; let us figure to eur minds
the strange ceremonies handed down to us
in tho minutest details by contemporary
documents : the exorcism and exsufflation —
the torch-light of the midnight hour,—the
naked figures, plunging into the deep waters
of the bath,—the bishop, alwa present to
preceive them as they emcrged):—the white
robes,—the anointing with oil,—the Jaying
on of bands. Among the accompaniments
of those scenes there were practices and
signs which we have long ago discarded as
inexpedient or indifferent, but: which were
then regarded as cssential. Immersion,
which is now retained only in the half-civi-
lised churches of the East, or by the insig-
nificant scet of Baptists, was thun, even on
death- beds, deemed all but absolutely neces-
sary. The whole modern Church of Wes-
tern Europe, according to the belief of those
times, would be condemned as “unbaptized,’
because it has received, without the excuse
of a sick-bed, nothing but the clinical or
sick-bed aspersion.” Essays on Church
and State, pp. 34-36.

The Dean states in a Note, that ¢ the
cathedral of Milan is the solitary exception
in the churches of the West where the old
practice still continunes.”

The Rev. Dr. Malcom, now resident
in Philadelphia, bad the opportunity of
verifying the Dean's statement. Thus he
writes, in the National Baptist ;—

‘ Some yeurs ago. while travelling in
Europe, I visited Milan, the most famous
city in Northern Italy ; and of course went
to see the Duamo, or cathedral, a building
inferior only to St. Peter’s at Rome. It is
500 feet long, 300 wide, and 355 high to the
top of the dome. 1t has about 100 hand-
some #pires, and is built entirely of murble.
tin the outside of the walls are 4,000 nich-
es, e;::d oonui_nin& a aggx;‘o. The interior
is exccedi N3 u lars su

th& l.‘:'cglhyu:::hthe mmﬁg the Wil';l’:

, of staine 8%, are su pictures.
‘While surveying the splendidpzteﬁm, my
athntigru wa‘nlgmim to the ml:snco of a
well dressed perrons, six
grm:gon infant=, I found there ':ging be
& baptism ; and drawing toward one of the
recesses, to which the group were appronch-
ing, I obeerved a beautiful marble »

y standing on castors, looking like a |
':ig{x-pod Fedstead with crimson curtains.
It was large enough for the baptism of an
adult, the water was about three feet
six inches Each infant was held by
its nurse, while the priest, a noble-looking

Wninp Is stood beside the
ont, beok in_band, readi ﬂlewcmov.vy.

This done be extended his to receive
& baby, when an attendant loisened the
child’s robes at the neck, and thewm

‘entirely off at a stroke.  Thero it was,

that it had ever been so, and that for cen-
turies that part.of Italy had refused adhe-
gion to the Pope of Rome, on account of
infunt sprinkling. Atlength it was conceded
that they might retain the mods which they
had practiced from the first.

% I was of course highly gratified to wit-
ness this, to me, new evidence that immer-
sion was the early and only mode of Chris-

tian baptism.”

Two or three observations may be made.
1. Baptism in the Apostolic Age, accord-
ing to Dean Stanley, implied a *¢ religious
change.” and was administered by immer-
sion, It wag the adult baptiem of our de-
nomination. . ; :

2. In . after-ages, infants were admitted
to the ordinance, and still later, immersion
was changed for sprinkling. With regard
to infants, Dean Stanley refers (p. 42) to
«“ the touching scene in the Gospel narra-
tive, on which, and on which alone, the
Litargy res's the practioe of infant baptism”
(when the Saviour said, ¢ Suffer the little
children to come unto me,” &c., but neither
baptized them nor commanded them to be
baptized.) He deems the subgtitution of
sprinkling for immersion to be right, be-
cause immersion is ‘‘ inexpedient or indif-
ferent.” |

3. The foundation-stone. of the great
apostacy was Inid when professing chris-
tians assumed the right to tamper with
God’s word, and to alter or add to his com-
mands. Positive precepts are to be literally
obeyed : we are not wuthorised to say of
any mode of obedience, divinely enjoined,
that it is *‘ inexpedient ‘'or indifferent.”

4. The Dean’s sneer at the * insignificant
sect of Baptists” is unworthy of him. He
is generally so courteous and liberal that one
might be disposed to regard this objection-
able phrase as having slipped unwarily from
his pen, were it not that the passage we
have quoted is taken from an article written
twenty years ago, and now reprinted.—
Other articles in the same volume have
been revised and amended. But the Dean
allows himself to repeat in 1870 what he
wrote respecting the Baptists in 1850. We

Jobn Bunyan, and Dr. Gill, and William
Carey, and Robert Hall, and John Foster,
belonged to that ‘¢ insignificant sect 7

5
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For the Christian Messenger.
IN MEMORIAM.

MISS MATILDA HILSON,

Daughter of John and Margsrv« Hilson,
of Amherst, was called home on the 2nd
day of December, 1870, att e age of 28
years, .

Miss H. was a very amiable young wo
man ; and highly esteemed by her relatives
and acquaintances. A visit to the writer—
her step grandfather—and while, in the
Autamn of 1869, grently endeared her‘’to
wany persons_in Aylesford, a short time
befure the commencement of Lev lust sick-
nees. During ac illuess of more than a
a year, ut tiwes extrcmely distressing, she
was enabled to maintain remarkable pati-
ence, and submission t> the divioe will.—
Eatertaining a steadfast hope in her beloved
Redeemer, she delighted to meditate and
cor.verse on the subject ot death. ** Desir-
ing to depart and be with Christ.” Sle
remarked at one time to the Doctor in at-

could not live till worning. it would give

we greater pleasure than any thing you
could say.”

gretted that she had spent su much precivas
time jn reading romances and light trash,
especially on the Lord s duy : but she knew
that Christ is -a great Saviour, and wae
persuaded that He had pardoned all her
sine, Sue said, if she lived, her 1life, so
far as temporal things are concerned, should
be devoted t) the care of her parents.  She
manifested great anxiety about her brothers
and youngest sister ; but cxpressed a hope
that God would answer her prayers on their
behall ; and that they would ali =t Jast
! e one unbroken family in heaven, Seve-
ral times before the last struggle sinter L1,
was thought to he dying. Wheén the Doe-
‘tor tuld her, that sbe wa: just guing, her
face hecame radiant with joy, snd she called
all the family, and, tnking each by the
band, with affcctionate und impressive ad.
monition, bade them furewell. She con.
tinued, however, sume days after this in
great distress. Wlcn a picus aunt suggest-
ed to ber, that her cuntinuancein this state
might be for the spiritual good of her
relatives, she replied, ** Oh then, Iam
willing to suffer ; but [ want to see Jesus.”
On her asking her parents, if they were

that as she suffored s0 much they were now

are sorry for him. Has he forgotten that

tendance, ** If you should tvll me, that I

She lelt, indeed, that she had ,
been a great sinncr, and particalarly ve/

willing to let ber go? and their answering,

willing to give me up: now do take your
poor child home.” At her request prayer
was offered that she might have an casy
passage out of the world. This prayer
appeared to be graciously answerzd; for
she passed easily away; and her joyous
spirit undoubtedly obtained its fervent de-
sire of admittance into the presence of her
beloved Redecmer.— Communicated by Rev.
C. Tupper.

WILLIAM GAULD,

Departed this life in the triumph of faith,
Dec. 17th, after a lingering illncss which

years. -Brotber G. for many years tovk a
deep interést in the cause of religion, and
was cver ready to assist in the missionary
enterprise. His ‘diffidence prevented him
from uniting with the church untill ‘about
ten months ago, when he with his wife was
enabled to profess his faith in the living
Redeemer. He was baptized by Rev. J.
Murray, and united with the Baptist
Chuarch at Pugwash, Bro. (G. was also
a gealous advocate of temperance in con-
nection with the Sonsof Témperance. The
deceased leaves a sorrowing widow, six

| children, a large circle of relatives and

friends to mourn their sad bereavement.—
His funeral on the 19th was attended by a

sion was improzed by the writer ffom Rev,
xiv. 13 : *“ Write, Blessed are the dead that
die in the Lord ! yca, saith the spirit, they

providence sustain the bereaved family.
E. C.C.

MRS. LYDIA TUPPER,

The beloyed wife of Mr. Prentice Tupper,
and second daughter of Thomas Knowles,
died at Milton, Queens County, December
8th, 1870, in the 35th year of her age.—
Sister Tapper professed faith in Christ in
the days of her youth, and united with the
Baptist Church in Milton.
a worthy and much respected member un-
til called to unite with the church triom-
phints She was confined to her house
mavy months by that wasting disease, con-
sumption, but was greatly comforted by
the presence of her Saviour, and often
‘¢ desired to depart and be with Christ which
is far better.” She hasleft a hushand, two
children and many friende to mourn their

in heaven.— Com.
Milton, Dec. 27th, 1870.

Wissionary Intelligenee.

BURMAH.

LETTER FROM MRS. HARRIS.

SawavcyEen, Aug. 3, 1870.

Fruits from former Labors,—A few days
since a beathen came in who had never
been here before. He was the bearer of a
letter to Mr. Harris, from a young man
who bad spent a little time in the school
bere some two years ago, which was s
request for books. On inquiry, we learned
that the writer was a strict observer of the

| Sabbath, believing and preaching what he

learned here. He had also taught the man
befure us to read, and he too, besides one
other in the village, bad, he said, decided
to worship (God. Mr. Harris provided him
with small books, and he bought a Testa-
ment, (otherwise Mr. H. would probably
have giv:n him one, but we think whea a
sacrifice is made for obtaining a good thing
it is more highly appreciated ;, so be went
home bearing a light, the rays of which,
we hope, will pierce through the darknpess
of some blind eyes, and reveal to them the
existence of their Maker. '

A company of men came in, not
since, from another place, some of whom
seem convinced of their own errors, and
ready to ackmowledge the eternal God as
their maker and ruler. There should be
an earnest man devoted to the work of sav-
ing sou's among them also, -

Death of three pastors.—We feel deeply
the loss of the three pastors whom God bas
80 mysteriously removed from us, during
the last year. Two of them were ordained
wmen.

History of a native preacher.—~The last
one was teacher Dumego. It is pr

well known how he, distracted with grief
at the sudden death of his wife and sevéral
chiliren, left the only remaining one in
the banls of wicked Barmsos sod fled
away, neither kpowing or caring whither
be went. But an unseen Hand led him,

was seen by Karen Christians, some two
three handred miles away from his home,
who told him of a balm for eve 'y wounded
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he bore with christian patience, aged 41

large and solemn congregation. The ocea- -

rest from their labours.” May the God of -

She continued

loss. May they all be prepared to meet her

spirit. He gladly accepted of Jesus as the
‘healer of sorrows, leatned to read His holy
i e )
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