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may count in as one contribution . to,

ward your desire. Kach one who
does this will begin at once to have
an experience, and an instructive
experienee; a &ouflict with the world
and with the things which are in the
world. When he speaks to man or to
~ QGod out of that experience, he will
~—speak to-the hearts of his brethren,.
and his words and prayers will make
part of an interesting prayer-meeting.
There is not a day in which the living,
earnest Christian, does not find occa-
sion in his secular business to serve
God with what costs him much. There
is not a day in which he who takes all
things from God will not find God in
all things. Business is no hindrance
to prayer, to any man, who .gets his
business from the Lord. But there
are numbers of church members who
have not God in all their thoughts from
Sunday to Sunday ; and so on week-
days they have in effect wo God to
pray to, and no God's work to pray
over. Aud this is the reason why
prayer-meetings are not more interest-
ing ; nor can they be more interesting
till all this is chinged. Christian men
must keep out of a business which can-
not be prayed over ; must do only such
business as can be prayed over; ouly
in such ways as can be commended to
God for his sanction.

I speak as to wise men; to experi-
enced business, men: and you know
that this is so. The bard-working
man, who is working for God, building
himself up on his most holy faith, pray-
ing in the Holy Ghost, and* kecping
himself in the love of God, never finds

his work a hindrance to prayer, in or |
out of’ the prayer-meeting.—J. 1|

Kimball. 5
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For,;tlue Christian Messenger.

MENTAL CULTURE.

-

Mr. Editor,—

It is a question now which has been
for some time considered, whether sub-
jects for study should be selected”pure-
ly for the facilities they offered for
mental culture—go called, or whether
it was not more desirable to introduce
topies affording practieal - information,
and adapted at the same time to elevate
the mind and expand the heart. This,
I think, is a fair statement of the issues,
Now what sensible reasonable man
would doubt which class of studies was
the more useful and desirable. To
illustrate, The qualities which we deem
of most essential importance to a Minis-
ter of the Gospel (aside from the all
essential one ot piety) are a well.stored
.mind, a sound discrimination, a warm
and earnest heart, a pure and elevated
spirit. Now which studies are the
better adapted to cultivate and ivspire

these, Mathematics or Natural Sei-
ences > Would a glowing conception of

the greatness, goodness and majesty of
the Deity most likely occur while
developing the Binomial Theorem, or

splitting 1maginary hairs by dint of

Caleulus, or rather by aid of Astronomi-
cal lore, investigating the existence and
laws and contemplating the overwhelm-
ing grandeur of the celestial world ?
This is a question for the simple as well
as the learned.

I might go on, Sir, and illustrate this
same idea in reference to every ather
protession with equal clearness and
force. - The Physician finds chemistry
of more importance to him than the
Theory of Lights, and the sensible far.
mer finds modern Treatises on Agricul-
tural Chemistry in relation to climate,
soils and manures, of more utility and
practical service than the Georgics of
Virgil.  But I shall not take the trou-
ble to dwell on all these points at
length. They are well understood, and
ignore it 4s we may, the common sense
of the whole mass of our people has
condemned the abstract and theoretical
character of our institutions of learning,
again and agaio.

This is a living age, and the institu.
tions of the day must adapt themselves
to the spirit of the times. There was
a time many years ago when a wan
could scarcely be considered educated
who was not able now and then to
sprinkle his conversation with occa-
sional quotations from the Latin or
Greck—as for example, ** Multum in
parvo” ** Modus operandi” » Jacta
est alea.” ** Bulbus murum edificat,”
and many others ; and the ordors of those
days are still scattered to a limited ex-
tent amongst us now. But they are fast
dying away. A man may be u scholar
to-day, and receive the honors and
awards of scholarship, who has forgot-
ten his Latin and failed to acquire his
Greek. And there are men living now-
a-days, and, wonderful to say, very
clever aud respectable men, occupying
the highest positions in the Literary

-

world who have the bardihood to assert
their want of confidence in the wonder-
ful virtues -of a elassical education,
And, mare horrible still, there are many
men of weight and influence who believe
that it is of greater importance to a

young man to become master of the

Modern Languages, French, German

_and Ttalian, then to explore the beauties |

and elegancies of Plautus and Aristo-
phanes.

Men are beginning to see now that
the four years that are required to be
dévoted to study, way just as well be
made of some practical service to a
young man as to be consumed in that
vague process of mental culture, to
accomplish which does not demand that
ghy thing shall be learned at all,—all
it requires is that the party shall study
[ should like very much to tee this point
made plain, at least a little clearer than
it has been made to appear in any dis
quisitions which it has been my privilege
to peruse of late.

Acadia College is the Institution to
which we Baptists of Nova Scotia look
with peculiar interest. However other
Colleges may be munaged, we are re-
sponsible for the management of Acadia.
For the past few years most all Colleges
have been engaged to a _certain extent
in re-modelling their Curricula, and
adapting their studies to the demands
of the times, Liberalism and progres-
sion are the watch-words of these days
and our Colleges  must inscribe these
words aml these principles on their
Danners if they expect to existand
command public favor and patronage in
this living age. How about Acadia?
Is shie up to the standard of progres-
sion? Weare aware that the authori-
ties 100k one step in this direction
two years ago, when they created a
chair for the Na'ural Sciences, and ob-
tained the serviees of a competent man
to fill it.  IHas their subsequent course
indicated a disposition to tollow this up
by-further advancements.

[ am still unable to determine ex-
actly what is meant by« Prof. Higgins’
remark in r ference to the wisdom of
the College authorities in adhering to
the old system. Perbaps it means that
the students are not to be encouraged
in their efforts of obtain instruction in
the Modern Languages. Bat I submit
that such a course would be manifestly
injudicious and unfair. .~ At the last
June Apniversary, the students, cheer-

| ed loudly when one of the graduating

class advocated the establishment of .a
chair for Modern Languages. But in
my judgment something more is abso-
lutely needed and imperatively demand-
ed. I would not say throw away Classics
and Mathematies entirely. They may
be of some practical advantage 1o some
students, and others may even have a
taste for them,
making these studies compulsory. To
compel a student to blunder away four
years over studies about which he does
not-éire. w..six-pence, and which will
never be as much service to hinras a
split straw, is something evidently un-
sound. If the spirit of the nge dewand.
ed this of young men, there might be
some plausibility in overruling their
individual judgments, but, far from this,
young men find when they go out into
the world that the fact of their having

a classical education is of no real service,1

to them at all, and they discover, too,
that the former prestige of classical
education 18 no more,.

I hold, then, there should be more
clective studies in our College. That
students who are giving four years ol
the flower of their lite, may be able to
devote their evergies to those studies
which are of practical importance and
from which they may expect to derive
some real benefit. There never was a
time when there was a greater need of
general enlightenment and knowledge.
There is & pressingnecessity, now, that
young men should have broad and
liberal views and be prepared to iden-
tily themselves with the spirit of their
times. The present is & time full of
great and startling events.  Dogmatism,
old prejudices, and dead ferms are
passing away, and giving place to living
realities and liberal sentiments. The
exercise of independent thought is
making great havoc among old beliefs
and dogmas. ‘We know not -what a
day may bring forth, and public teach-
ers who seek to mould men’s minds,
must be prepared to impart more stir-
ving lessons than those discovered in
the reflections of Plato or Aristotle,
and to communicate facts and principles
of more living interest and vital import.
ance than those found in Newton's
w Principia,” or Loomis’ * Calculus.”

[ think as careful a thinker and as
candid & man as Prof. 1liggiogs' must
recognise the force of some of these
suggestions, however rudely conceived,
or imperfectly expressed. My interests
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and my sympathies alike cluster around Acadia College. I
want to see it a respectable and flourisliing Institution, But
if it does not take progressive steps and suit its Curriculom
to the wants of the day it must go down—inevitably. It

inay do for a Theological Hall but its Arts degree will not
be worth a button.

MoperN CULTURE.
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N. 8. WESTERN BAPTIST ASSOCIATION.

A visit to the Annapolis Valley in the autumn is always
delightful. The rich and variegated tints of the-foliage on
the muples and birches, from the brightést yellow to the
darkest green and brown and scarlet, adorn the lhndseap
with a beauty such as is not found at any other season o%
the year, : ' ,

The fruit-trees laden with abundant supplies waiting to
be plucked from their branches, and the large numbers of
cattle grazing on the velvety pastures, converting their
verdaney into the richest of milk for cheese and butter;

_these all shew that with but ordinary industry and care, no

such.thing as want need be experienced by the farmer or
his workman. Evidence of plenty and comfort appears on
every hand.

“In addition to these attractions were added those of
christian fraternity and co-operation with beloved brethren
in christian work and benevolence, during the past week at
Nictaux, about the centre of the Valley. A large assem-
bly was present from all parts of the western counties to
exchange hearty greetings and join in religious exercises.

Some of the delegates from the Churches came to tell of
blessings largely bestowed during the year, others to
rejoice with them indeed, but also to wake it known that
sorrow had filled their hearts on acsount~of losses aund
trinls they had been» called to sufter, and other brethren
again to tell that the great cnemy of souls had obtained
the advantage over some who had fallen under his assaults.
These are a few of the varieties of experience made known
by the Letters missive.from the Western Churches to their
Association. :

The consideration of these communications, the election
officers and preparation for the work of the session filled
up the first day, Satarday. .

~Domestic affliction prevented the attendance of Rlev. J.
C. Morse, the appointed preacher, and the duty cousequent-
ly fell on his alternate, Rev. George Armstrong, who pre-
seuted some valuable truths to the crowded audience on
Monday moruing from Rev. ii. 10, * Be thou faithful unto
death and I will give thee a crown of life.” _

We might proceed and give in our own language an ac-
count of what took place there. We have thought however
that having the official Mioutes it would be more satis-
factory to place them before our readers than giving any
summary we might prepare, ,

The presentation of the subjeets of (1.) a Provincial Con-
vention, (2.) a wission to Newfoundlaud, and (3.) a difficul-
ty i two neighbouring churches absorbed so much of the
tune and attention of -the session that soveral matters were
either very cursorily cousidered or altogether omitted.—
The bringing in of extraneous matters perhaps could hardly
be prevented under the circumstances, yet it tended to
exhaust the time-and divert the attention from the practi-
cal work of the churches, The Ilome Mission work done
by the Western Board, and required of them, was, we
thought, fur two lightly passed over.

The Sabbath School Report brought forth some valuable
suggestions, and in an excellent spirit, but the discussion
was far too brief.

The closing mectiug on Tuesday evening was an exceed-
ingly iuteresting one. Rev. [ K. Bill who was ordained
there forty-three years ago, gave athrilling narrative of the
staté ‘of things at that time, and on several subsequent
occasions of remarkable revivals, that had been experienced
by the Nictaux church during his ministry of upwards of
twenty gears. The calm recital of events and Divine man-
ifestations in the presence of some who knew them by
report, aud of a few who had been witnesses of the wide-
spread awakenings produced a deep impression on all pre.
sent, and tended to allay any perturbations of fecling
existing from the close of the afternoon meeting.

We omit the Reports of committees, except such as are
embodied in the Minutes.

NICTAUX, Satarday, Sept, 30th, 1871,

The Western Baptist Association, convened, according to
appointment, with the Baptist Church at Nictaux, at 10
o'clock, A. M,, in its 21st Anniversary. '

The Association. was .called to order by Rev. James
Parker, Moderator.

Rev. J. H. Saunders was appointed clerk, and Rev. 1.
Wallace, Assistant Clerk, pro. tem,

Devotional exercises were engaged in, while the Clerk
preparved the list of Delegates,

The Association was organized by the election of Rev.
Dr. Day us Moderator ; who took the chair and read the
Rules of Order,

Rev. Isa. Wallace was appointed Clerk, and Rev, Jos. 11,
Saunders, Assistant Clerk.

Brother Hardy Parker was chosen Zreasurer, and Bro.
Saml. Freeman, Assistant Treasurer.

The following brethren were invited to seats with us :—
Revds. Z. Morton of Maine, U. S., S. T. Rand,  Mic-
mac Missionary, and Brethren Hardy Parker, D, C. Landers,
W. H. Goudy, Jno. Whitman, B. Duniels and Cornclius
Kenedy, (Lic.), Rev. R. D. Porter, Deacon W. Chipwan,

Jas. Wright, Jas. Caldwell, W. F. Armstrong, (Lic:).|

Johnston Armstrong, John K. Armstrong, James Mes-
senger, Caleb C. Spidle, Deacon Fellows, L. B. Page
of New York, J. H. Robbins, (Lic.), S. Selden, Edward
Gates, Wallace Phinney, Wm. Brown, Joel Slocomb, Chas.
Elliot, Rev. 1. E. Bill, {{e\'. I, Harley, St. Johu, and J. W,
Longley.

N. 8. Eu'rmm'Ass'ocunou.-ltuv. D. W. C. Dimock.

N. 8. CexTRAL AssociaTioN.—Revds, J. F. Kemptqg,

S. B. Kempton, E. O. Read, D. Freeman, Jas. Parker,
Chase, and Dr, Cramp. ' ]
The following Committees were appointed :<=

. —— - -

ON ARRAN \EMEN18.~Revds. M, P Freeman, T Burditt, N;;'i.a-t.o
0. Parker, Dr, 'r‘gmer. W. G, Parker, W. H. Porter, G. Aimstrong’
and Deacon S. L. Chipman. swong,

To EKxaMming Lerrers.~Revds, D, W, Crandal, J. H. H
L. B. Gates. ughes, ang

To REap Lurrers~Revds. Jos. Jones, 8 T. Rand, and B
M. Gidney, and Samuel Brown. : At rethren 4,

While the Committee of Arrangements were preparing to
report, some time was spent in religious exercises.

. Several letters from the Churches were read.

The Committee of Arrangement reported in part:

That the time of meeting and adjournment be as follows :—Meet gy
10 o'clock, AM,, and adjourn at 12; meet at 2 .M., adjourn at 5 P.q

:&Uourned by Prayer by Bro. Armstrong.

e — < —————————————— - ————— ————

Afternoon Session, Sept. 30th,

Prayer by Rev. Z. Morton,

Minutes of last meeting read and approved.

The Reading of the letters was resumed |

l'l‘hu Lommittee on Arrangements further reported gg
follows :— ;

Nictauz,~At 104, Rev. I E. Bill; 7, P. M, Dr, G, E. Day.
Canaan,~At 104 A. M., Rev, I, Wallace; 3, P. M., Rev. Jno. Rowe,
Bloomington,~At 7, . M., Rev, H. Charlton. 2
Cleveland — At 8, P. M., Rev. A, Cogswell.

Valley West,~At 10§, A. M,, Rev. 8, B. Kempton ; 3, P. M. Rev,

Jos. Jones,

Ingleaville,—~At 7, P. M., Corneilus Kennody.

Pine Grove,~At 104, A. M., Rev. W, H. Porter.

Paradise,~At 10§, A. M., Rev, G. D. Cox. ~
Lawrencetown,—At 64, A. M,, Rev, G, D. Cox. .
Tremont,~At 11, A. M., Rev, J. H. Saunders.

Greenwood Sguarve,~At 3, P M, Rev. J. H. Saunders.

Melvern Square~At 11, A, M., Rev. J. M. Parker; 3, P. M., W.L.

Pavker,

Temperance Hall, (Aylesford),~At 11, A. M., Rev. M. Normandy.
Stronach Mountain —At 11, A, M., Rev. D. W, Crandall.
Prince Albert Street.—At 3, P'. M., W, F. Armstrong.
Granville Ferry and Annapolis Royal.—Rev. W. H. Richa,
Salem Hall=At 3. P. M, Rev. P, R, Foster.

Port George.~At 11, A, M., Rev. Zechariah Morton.
Handley Mountain.—At 3, P. M,, Rev. W. H. Porter.

New Albany.—Rev. Jas, Parker, :
Bridgetown.~At 11, A, M, and 7, P, M., Rev. J. Hughes.
Farmington.—~ At 7, P. M., Rev. P, ¥, Murray.

Nictaur Falls, Methodist —At 11, A. M,, Rev. 8, T. Rand.
Middleton, Methodist.—AL 3, P. M., Rev. J. A. Moore.

Your Committee recommend the following Committees :
-]

CrreviAR Lerrer~Revds, Chas. Tupper,”D. D ; Geo. Armstrong,
W.G. Packgr. - LT

QuesTIONS IN LETTERS.~—Revds, D. W, C. Dimock, Chas. Randall,
G. Armstrong, Jno. Rowe, and-Perez F, Murray. :

ForrigN Misstons —Chas, Tupper, D. D, G. Armstrone, O. Parker,
A. Giduey, W. H. Goudy, Jno. D Potter, 8. Lent, Jus. Eldridge.

Ox Envecarton.—Revds, Thos. Burditt, I. Wallace, 8. T. Rand. Jos, *

Jones, 8. B. Kempton, Deac n 8. L. Chipman, Isaac McNayer, Obidiab
Dodge.

ON SARRATH OnsErvaNCE.~Revds, Jos. F. Kempton, J. A, Moore,
A, Cogswell, and S. March,

Ox TrMPERANCE.~Revds, G D. Tox, ‘W. H. Porter, J, H. Hughes,
H. Achilles. D. W. Crandall, Jas. Parker, Deacons W. Gates, Juo. S,
Sulis, T. B. Moses, Jno, Rose, and Jas, Crossby.

SanpaTi Scioors —Dea, S. Brown, Revds, J. M. Parker, L. B. Gates,
W. L. Parker. Brethren J. B, Kinney, William Dunn, M. Wheelock,
and John E. Armstrong.

AvpiTing ComMmiTree.~Deacons Samuel
Wheel ek,

Brown, and Samuel

They also recommend, that as usual, collections be taken at
all the Sabbath Services toward the Home Mission Fund,
and also at the Associational Sermon ou Monday morning,

Further recommend that a Missonary Meeting be held in

this place on Monday evening at 7 o'clock, for Foreign

Missions,
Committee of Arrangements further reported :—

Ox Onirvarius,~Bros. A. Gidney, and &, T, Rand,

That the first in order in the afterncon session of Monday
be the Reports of the Secretary and Treasurer of Home
Missionary ‘Board. |

That Brethren G. Armstrong and J. H. Saunders be re-
quested to address the Association on Home Missions.

That Rev. D. W. C. Dimock, as delegate from the Kastern
Nova Scotia Baptist Association be requested to address the
meeting alter the above brethren have spoken. ‘

“They recommend that Bros. Jos, F. Kempton, S. March, -
Wm. Doty and Wm. Durkee, address the Association on the
presentation of the Report on Sabbath Schools,

‘That Rev. Dr, Cramp deliver the opening address on
the subject of Education, oun th¢”submitiing of the Report
on Education. ;

That Revds. W. H. Porter, and M. Normondy deliver the
opening uddeesses on the subject of French Missions.

‘That Rev. I. E. Bill, deliver the opening address on the
subject of Koreign Missions on the presentation of the
Report of the Chairman of Committee on Foreign Missions.

That the opening addresses of the Missionary meeting of
Monday evening be delivered by Revds. Dr. Tupper, T.
Burditt and David Freeman.,

That the speakers be limited to 10 minutes.

The reading of letters from the Churches was resumed.

The Committee on Questions in Letters reported, recoms
mending that the letters from the Arcadia and Temple
Churches be read, and that these new Churches be received
into this body. Report adopted.

These letters were necordingly read and the hand of Fel-
lowship given by the Moderator to Rev. W. I. Porter and
Isa. Wallace, in-behalf of these churches. "

After singing the Doxology. Adjourned by prayer by
Rev. J. Rowe.

Monday Morning Session, Oct. gud.

Association met at 10 o'clock. i

Associational Sermon was preached by Rev. George
Armstrong, A. M. Text Rev. ii. 10. Theme: Fidelity 10
Christ

The Association resumed business.

Prayer by Rev S. March.

The Minutes were  read and approved. Additions were

made to Committees,

Several letters since rveceived from the Churches were
read. ,

Prayer by Bro. W. F. Armstrong.
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