_that Churches were at first govérned by |

“Romanising tendencies aund Sceptical

and then the name of * bishop,” which
b fore was common to them all, was
restricted to the superior authority.
“This origin of episcopacy is express-
ly acknowledged by'patristic testimony
even in the fourth eentury, when there
was 8o strong’ a tendency to magnify
the M-hnp's office. Itisacknowledged |

the common advice of presbyters;
that schisms avd contentions among
them made it necessary to place one
over the other; and that the custom
of the Church, rather than any ordi-
nauce of the Lord, made bishops
greater than the rest.” p. 78.

In treating of the Lord’s Supper the
author takes occasion to repeat the
sentiments which he has uttered in
other parts of the volume, respecting
the spirituality of the ordinance and
the necessity of individual faith. Ie
teaches that there is no foundation in
the New Testament for the notion of a
sacrificial act oo the part of the minis-
ter ; that the Lord's supper is not a
sacrifice, but a commemoration; and
that sacerdotalism, as inculeated and
practised by dn iofluential party in the
Church of ‘England, is entirely abhor- |
reut from pure Christianity :(—it * ap- |
peared at the begiuning of the third |
century, apd in the progress of i(sl

|
.
|

developement brought iu all the kin-
dred uotions of priestly caste, a ma-
terial altar, and a aterial sacrifice, |
which opened a wide gate to a flood of |
superstitions 3 but all this had no foun- i
dation at all in the New Testament or |
in the toaching and practce of the |
apostolic Churzh.” p. 340, g

In an Appendix Dr. Jacob furuishes |
a useful digest of the information con- |
tained in the writings of the Antc-%
Nicene peviod relat've to the numerous |
corruptions that bhad even then erept |
in, under the patronage of men who |
are kuown by the honourable title otE
** Fathers,” and to whom the Ritualists |
of our time appcal as exponents of |
** Church priceiples.” But those
vaunted * Church principles” are not
New Testament priuciples. They are |
the sigos of declension, the beginnings
of Autichrist. B e

The prospeets of pure Christianity
are_very gloomy in some quarters:”

profanities are working mischief and
** beguiling unstable souls,”—But
amidst so wuch that-is disheartening
there are .indications of improvement.
Men of Dr, Jacob's stamp and charae-
ter are rising up to testify on behalf
of Christianity of the primitive type.
May tneir number be increased and
their influence mighty !

C.

-

AN HONEST MAN.

Our Maine contemporary the Zion's

Advocate, i1s one of our most reliable

A correspondent ** Bun--
yan” writes to that paper as follows :—
It was once said, ** Au honest man is
the noblest work of God,” and another
has paraplirased this so a~ to read, * A
honest man is the rarest work of God.”
Now, I am not going to endorse either
of these sayings. I am not sure bar
they are both untrue, and to be re
ceived as the utterances of poetic
license, which sometimes are very far
from the truth. An honest man is a
noble work, but I cannot with my I mi-
ted kuowledge say but that somewhere
in the universe of God are works
nobler than this. A thoroughly hane-t
man is also a rare thing, but I shall
vot say but that there are some thing<
rarer thano this. -Fheré are men who
are-called honest. This is'the general
character which they bear in the esti-
mation of the community. But often,
if you koew the whole, you will fiud
that in wmany mioor things they are
dishonest. They take the advantage
of others if opportunity presents, and
do not always act as strict hounesty
requires. And yet they would reseut
it if they were called dishonest men.
We admit that it is not always easy
to tell whether a man is hones: in all
thiogs or not. There is no ove test
which will apply in all cases. I saw
pot long ago an account of a cu.se in
court, where a man was suspected of
wreng doing. Several witnesses were
brought forward to testify in regard to
the man's general reputation for hones.
ty. The testimony was somewhat con-
flicting, as such testimony usually is.
One of the witnesses testified strongly
in favour of the man, believing him to
be thoroughly honest. When asked
what reason ae had for his opinion, he
replied, that “for several years the
man bad taken a newspaper, and always
paid for itin advance.” This evidence
was satisfactory if not conclusive. The

exchauges.

| ALL PROGRESS NOT UPWARD.

lowing “passage in reply to. Darwin's

| how many facts are against them.

| to rise.

| deliver us from the facts, they are 8¢
| many !
" ists in the world working day and night
| te prevent the faets spreading aud

| eities, and see what human beings be-
Ccome if left to themselves.

they stand in the Ilind and—Odyssey,
' a thousand years-béfore the Christian

-

Che Christian Messenger,

man was acquitted.

£
8H

In n recent address made in England
by Charles Kingsley we find the fol-

theories. Those who talk of a con-
tinual progress upward in man, forget
Has

Greece risen or fallen in the last two

thoasand years  Haw the-whotle-eastgp0a-a5-shewn above between-the-Bap-

risen or fallen in the last two thousand
years ? llas Spain risen or fallen in
the last two thousand years?  In Ame-
rica alone, have not two great civiliza-
tions, that of-Mexico and that of Peru,
sunk into savagery again during the
last three bundred years? And how
many times may uot the same thing
have happened on the earth? We
have a right to ask, Does Science teach
us that savages are the crude material
of humanity ? If so, she ‘can ouly
teach us by facts. Undeniably the facts
show that degradation in mankind. is
as easy and as common as progress
You have only to leave civilized hu-
man beings to themselves for them to
become savages, and the struggle of all
wise and good men is to counteract
that tendeney in man to fall, and not
It I am asked for facts on
my side, I answer, Facts ! why we have
hardly any facts which are not on that
side.” May God==for man will not—

Are net all the philanthrop-

breeding by natural laws, and so ruin-
ing society ? Go into any of our great

Is not an
average street Arab as very a savage
as a Fuegian, and far more of a savags
than an Esquimaux ? That is the
natural tendeéncy of man by the laws
of his nature—~—not to become a Shakes-
pearé, still less a Moses—but 1o be-
come a dirty, lying ruffian; like an
average savage, and like, alas! too
many Engiish men, women aund chil-
dren. Civiliza ton is not of the outer
but of the inner man.  The.old Hebrew
patriarchs were—according to the re-
cords—more civilized men than av
average Parisian.  Homer's heroes, as-

era, witlr Véry few clothes indeed on
when their armor was off, were more
civilized men than their so-called de-
scendauts of the Greek Ewpire, a
thou-and yvears after the Christian era.
Civilization, I say, is within a wan, |
and from within a man ; and railroads
no wore make civilized men than
billiard table< do. Tuey way use both ;
but they »ight be ju t as civilized if
the two arts of steam and billiards had
never been discovered.

These are striking words, and are |
worthy of being pondered. Reud them
again.

THE CHRISTIAN ME

e ———— . o e <l . At

red thousand Baptists, as here given,do

was said of some of their predecessors

cuse for the niggardly and covetous,

 Sums

Halifax, N. 8., Dec. 6th., 1871.

We -copy the following from the
Presbyterian Witness of © aturday last:
PRESBYTERIAN BENEVOLENCE.

The benevolent contributione of the four
lending Protestant denowinations i the
Uaited States are as foll sws: o &

Benev: lent

‘Commuaicints. Contr buiions.

Baptist. ... coooeesssc] 419,408 »316 764
vie hod:s Episcopal 1,293 9338 937 133
Pr tes ant Epscopul. 176,056 242,032
P.esbyterian.ceveese 435,388 1 444 3838

This Pre b,terian total does-not tike
into  account—rontFibutions to the Bible
Socicty and other Societies outside of the
Church’s regular work. Such contributions
amounted last year to over one million dol-
lars. [t seems that Preshyterinus contri
hute nearly six times as much as the Spis
copalians, ncarly three times as much as
the Baptists, and halt as much again as the
Methdists, for their benevolent purposes.
The Baptists average 36 cents a counnuni-
cant ; the Methodists 74 cents :-the Epis-
copalians $1.37 ; the Preshy erians §3.17.

We hava sought for the data on
which our coutemporary lias compiled
the above, but’ have not been able to
obtain them.. We are unable to say
whether the comparison is a -fair one,
and takes in what is done by any one
ot the bodies mentioned as fully, and
to the same exient, as it does what is
done by the others.

It is well known that the machinery
for. obtaivivg statistical iuformation
employed by the Presbyterian body is
comparatively perfect, whilst that of
our Baptist Clurches, where each one
is an independent body, the financial
retarns made to their Associations
and Consentions make no approach to
thoroughness. Whilst we do not pre-
tend to claim that Baptists contribute
to the extent that they might or ought

to benevolent objects, yet, we believe
that the returns of the fourteen hn‘é-’

- <

not at all represent the benevolent op-
erations of the body. KEven the pas-
tors’ salaries are contributed by so many
different modes that it would be im-
possiblg to shew correctly whatis raised
for that’ purpose,

This might be regarded as a suffi-
cient explanation of the great differ-

tists and Presbyterians, but we believe
there is another on2 that should be
taken into account in any such financial
comparisons if we would have them
fairly drawn. To know which are the
more benevolent of two parties the
amount of wealth held by them re-
spectively should be exhibited, as well
as what they give ; and then it should
be ascertained what percentage of
the whole is so appropriated. We
do not know that our brethren who have
chosea to follow Him, who, though he
wasrieh, yet for oursakes became poor,
are in the aggregate poorer than their
Presbyterian brethren, but we know it

* Hath not God chosen the poor of this
world rich in faith aod heirs of the
kingdom ?”

When our Saviour was upon earth he
instituted another comparison by which
he judged of what was appropriated
for religious purposes. Whilstbeholding-
the passers-by casting mouey iuto the
treasury He said ** many that were rich
cast in-much” but of the poor widow
who cast in ** all that shie had, even
all her living,” He said, she had
cast in more than they all. This
Divive ar thmetic may possibly exist
now. We do not prerend howerer to
nelieve that the contributions of the
U. 8. Baptists have auy such value as
our Saviour put upon the two mites of
the poor wiiow, nor yet that a Baptist
dollar will do more than a Presby-
terian one in any missionary or be-
nevolent work, but we do know that
very often wuch more is done for a
Baptist dollar by mimsters, professors
in Colieges, and other such laborers
than is done by those belouging to
some other denominations,

Nor-d0" we wish to offer any ex-

We simply wish 1o state facts as they
are. \We shall be judged according
to that we have, not according to-thaf’
we have not. So good anopinion have
we of Baptists that we—bvlieve if the
amount of thcir wealth could be ascere
tained either by the assessment rolls
or by uny other fair means, and the

SSENGER.

respective distriote,

| the sanctity of human life.

body.

The
Britain are actively engaged in iheir |
work., They believe in a strong finan.
cial bare for their operations. A friend |
has kindly placed in our bauds some
mewbers of the Allianece News,

Temperance men of Great |

|
bote |
Sowe !
details are here given of the efforts |
being wmade to raise one huudrg(li
thousand pounds. The list of ctm-i
tribators shews three persons who
countribute £5,000 ¢ach, and ten per.
sons whose coutributions are £1.000
and upwards each, and fifteen ot £500 |

_each- This is to spread over five !
| years if necessary, with the hope that

by that time a Prohibitory Law will
be passed,

Public Meetings are being held in |-
the pringcipai-towms, and Tecturers are
engaged to agitate the public on the

matter, and it is expected toat a pub.

lic sentimeut will be created such asf

will operate on Parliameént, aud cow-
pel attention to the petitions so oft n
presented. The moral effect of the
movement will doubtless be consider-
able and highly beneficial.

At the l.te Social Service Congress
the Ligquor traffic occupied an impor-
tant pos.tion and was discussed in all
it8 most important, bearings,

The several questions beuring on the
social- improvement of the working
classes turued on the need of putting
a stop to the drinking castoms. Pro.
hibition way ouly be expected to be
attained by degrees—muking the -
censing* of persons to sell Liquor to
depeund on uthers than those who wmay
derive prolits by the sale,and r0 muk-
ing a permissive measure thoroughly
effective uutil the people sre prepared
to sustain a probibitory weasure when
enacted.

At the autumnal merting of the Baptist
Union held at Northawmpton, the Rev, D,
M’ Gregor, of Manchester, moved the fullow-
ing resolution :— ; :

‘T'hat this union, viewing with sorrow.and
alarw the degraded condition-of vur popu-
lation, which is largely the result ot in-
temperance, urges u the pastors and

given by th®m to religious and |
benevolent purposes shewn. it would |
Lappear at least as large a percentage |
on their means as that of any Christian |

J

tenanee the prevalent drinking practices, |

and expresses its’firm convietion that Her
Mnjesty's (G vernment ought at once to pass
a law closing the public-houses on the Sun-
-day, and greatly lessening the fucilities for
the sale of strong drink upon other days in
the week. That this meeting would rejoice
at the passing of a law recognising the
principle that ratepayers should have the
power of stopping the liquor trafic in their

The first portion of the resolution was
unanimously adopted; the second was
carried with only two dissentients, This
is the first time, we be'ieve, that the Baptist
Union has endorsed the full principle of the
Permissive Bill.

RatLway DuunkenNess, — Contidering
the tervible consequences which may ensue
from drunkenness, drunkards must admit
that society lets them off us a rule cheaply
enough by imposing occasionally a fine of
five shillings on the detected sot.  Bat they
must not imagine that this leniency can be
extended to them when their inebriation
may lead to results more serious than per-
sonal iejury to themeelves, There are
several occupations in life in which drunk-
enriess s a crime for which bardly any
punishment ean be too suvere: a drunken
driver, for instance, could burdly complain
ity instead ol being confined in the cc‘l of
a police station for a few hours, he were
marched off to the gallows and rudely taught
But if the caxe
ol drivers requires special treatment, which
by the way it never gets, much more does
the off nce of “intoxication require to he
reverely dealt with in the case of rilway
officials,  They kill us iagt enough when
they are sober, and it we allow them to get
drunk on duty- this country would soon
bec ‘me depopulated, and & corresponding
decreare take place in the profits of the
companies who employ them,

- - -

The following question, submitted to
the editor of the N. Y. Examiner, aud
the answer given will interest many of
our brethrep 1 —

Question : ** Has a church a right to
call n brother to ordination who is rot a
member of that ehurch? What is the
duty of a council under such a enll, u
knowing the fact ot _the—nofi-m« mbership
ol the candiditc—to ordain, or to refer
“the matter back to the chureh, with advice
as to the proper steps to pursue? Would
the church be competent, during a recess
of the Coyncil, t) weet upon notification
tl en given through its dcﬁegnteaﬂ or some
proper officer, and act u};mﬁ the aceeptance
of the letter ol diswmission;—i0 the candi-
-date held ne-atthut time?

_—=nswer : ** We do not see how a chureh
~eould cousistently nsk a Council to prdain
a brother not & membor of its own h»dy;
and il, hy some oversight, a Council had
heen thus called, they could not, as it
seens to us, proceed with the “ordination.
No other ctiurch than that of which the
candidate is & member could rightfully
present him to a Council for ordination, or

| wive the needlul testimony, as  to his
chaaracter, t» authorize ordination., It

- would be a very irregular procecding for a

|
|
i
|

chureh, in the recess of Council, to make o
member of one whem they h:d.uasked w

Ceouncil to urdnill. Wl)ih‘- he was }l(nl nmem-

ber. What wiud their testimony of his
fitness for the mimstry be worth on _ sucly
an acquaintance ! The hetter way woul

| be to begin anew, and huve ull.utruigln

from the boginning.

A mecting of the Evangelical Al
ance was held on Mounday afiernoon
to wake arraugements tor lholding
united Prayer-meetings as heretofore
on_cach day of the first week of the

' New™ Y car.

The meeting on the afternoon of
Lord's Day, Junuary 7th, will be under
the- auspices of the Young Men's
Christian Association, e
~ Meetings-for—Prayer—are to be held

in the morning at § past 9 for one hour
each duy, at either St. Paul's new

wers Charet; of which due notice will
bhe given,

It is proposed to hold the meetings
each cvening in the different charches,
north aud svuth, as follows : '
~ Mowoay—at Grafton Street Chureh
(Wesleyun)y - nnd. st Jobn's Chureb,
(Presbyterian) =77

Tuesday— At St, Aundrews Churels
Tobin Sueet, (Churck of Scotland,)
and the North Baptist Church, Got-
tingen Strevt

Wednesday—- At St, Matthews Church
(Charch of 5 otland,) Chalmers Church
(Presbyterian) aud Kaye Stieet Charch
(W exleyun )

Thursday— At Fort Massey Churcl
(Presbyterian) and Brunswick Street
(Wesieyun).

Friduy— At Granville Street (Bap-
tist,) Poplar Grove (Presbyterian) aod
Charles Street (Wesleyan).

On  Saturday—At Salem Chapel
.’\(,'.(_)ngrrgailiulmllsl).

The evening wmeetings will be pre
sided over by the ministerd of the
several different-veligious denomina-

The list of su'!»jeciu for prayer and
exhortation suggested by the Exaugel-

anbctl of the united churches to discoun.

'

~X

t - -

e

November 1st, | Y
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icul Alliance was given in our issue of |

The following note from Regﬁﬁ
R. Crawley will account for our gy
having heard from him lately :—

Henrtuapa, Sept. 16, 1871,
S. Selden, Esq.,

Dear Sir,~ Your favor of July |27ty
with accompanying 1st of exchange for
L104 6s. 4d., was received on the 14¢h jng,
Thanks,
~ T'am much obliged to you for your paper,
which continues to come regularly, |
ought to apologise for allowing 8o long ay
interval to pass without sending anything
for the Messengcr, 1t has been almost ip.
possible to get time during the rainey seq.
son for writing, my class of native preach.
ers and other duties have demaned 8o much :
but I hope soon to write you some account
of the Burmah Baptist Missionary Conven.
tion, which meets in Maulmain the 21st of
next month,

Yours very truly.
ArtTHUR R, R. CrAWLEY.

€

Forr Massey PRESBYTERIAN
Caurch will be opened on Suuday
next. The Rev. K. Aonand is ap.
pointed to preach in the moruning,
Profepsor Currie in the afternoon and
Rav."A. Simpson in the evening.

In consequence of this Chalmers
Church will be closed in the moruing,
and Poplur Grove in the evening of
that day.

A prayer-meeting is to be held in
the New Church this, Wednesday
evening,

Py

Every Barrist FaMminy 1x Nova
Scoria should hwve the weekly visits
of the Messenger. - We should be
glad to assist them in getting it, and
have therefore coneluded to make the
following“liberal offer:

NEW SUBSCRIBERS FOR 1872,
who forward theie-subseFiptions any
~timebetween this date aud the end of
the year will rcceive the Messenger
without charge, to the end of this year,

Will our -present subscribers have,
the goodness to make this kuown to
their. neighbours and fiiends ! They
“will by this-means promote the welfare
Fand ~happivess of many tamilies, and
be at the same time_helping on”™

OUR CHRISTIAN WORK.

'S

< If any of our Agents will send by
letter or Postal card the names and
address of any parties they have
reason to believe would like to become
Subseribers, we will forward to such
address one copy of the Messenger free,

NOTICE.

There witll be a mecting ef the Moreign
Mission Board, on -Monday evening, Dec,
Hh, in Committee Room of the Lenster

Street Baptist  Chureh, comwencing at
7.00 o'clock. Brethren, not membhars of

the Board, who many wish to bhe present,
will he cordinlly weleomed to participate in
the delberations of the wmeeting.  The
Bard will gratefully aceept trom any of
thoir bretheen such suggestions a-d couns
~¢'s, relative to Foreign Missions, as they
way have to offer.
' W. S McKenzig, Sec'y,
Dec, 4th, 1871.-

CONVENTION MINUTES WANTED,

The Secretary of the Forei:n Mission
Bourd wishes to make up a complete set of
the Minutes of the Baptist Convention of
Nova Scotin, New Brunswick and Prince
Felward Island, for the wse of the Board,
for the years 1853,
1834, 1835 and 1859, The bhiethren, who
may have in their possession any-of those
s preified, wikk-eonfér a favor by forwarding
them to may address,  Please search among
pawmphlets stowed away.

: W. S, McKgnzis.
St. John, N. B., Nov. 27, 1871.

We are requested to make the following
nek owledgement.  ** Recerwved of a friend,
Baddeck, C. RB.., in aid of Home Missions,
(per L. N, Paint, Esq.,) $+ 0. C., say
$4.90,

J. McCveny, Treasurer.”

Rev. J. A. Moore has accepted a eall

from the church nt Westport, and his pres-
ent address is Westport, County Dighy.

ACADIA COLLEGE.

There will he w meeting of the Board of
Governors of Acadin College in the College
Library, on Woednesduy 20ch inst., at 7
o'clock, P. M. Also on Thursday 2lst
at 10 o'clock, A, M,

Trains arrive at Wolfville, from East-
ward, at 11.39 A M., and 7.30 P.M, "from
Westward, at 11 and 530 P. M.

SterueNy W. de Bros, Sec'y:

- — .

_ACADIA ATUENAEUNM.

““The second Lecture of the Course will
be delivered beloure the Aendia Athengum,
h. the Hon. Willinm Garvie, in the Bap-
+tist Church, Wollville, un Friday evening,
+ December 8th., at 7 o'clock.
Subject : ** The Atlantie,”

. By Order,
W. G. Parsons, Cor, Seec.
Acadia College, Dec. Ath, -
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