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BEST.

Savs the National Baptist : * At this geason
of the vear, when ~0 many houses are made
desolefe by the removal of littie ones to the
arms of the Good Sheperd, these tender lines
will bring rich enmfort to sorrowing mothers.”

Mother, I see yen with voiur nursery Dight,

To their sweet rost;
Christ, the Good Shepherd, carries mine to-
night,
Ard that is best!

I cannot help tears, when T sce them twine
Their fingcrs in yours, :nd their bright curls
ahine
On your warm bhreast;
But the Sa¥ior’s is purer than yours or mine,—
He can love best!

You tremble cach hour because yoar Arms
Are-weak ; your heart is wrung with ala:ms,
Are s0'e oporessed ;

My darlings sro safe, out of reach of harws,
And that is best,

You know over yours mav hang even now
Pain and disease, whose fu'filling slow
Naunght can arrest ;
Mine in Ged's garden ran to and fro,
And that is best.

And dearcst, may live long years aloue,
i’ U:\Aluved,--nnbéuscdi e
Mine are cherished of saints around God's
thro e, :
And that Is best.

Dark guilt unwashed by repentant tears,
And unconfessed ;

Mine entered spotless on eternal yesrs,
Oh, how much the beet |

But grief is selfish, and I cannot seé
Always why I shou!d so stricken be,

More than the rest ;
Bat I know that as well as for them, for me
God did the Lest!

Religions.

A ROYAL MARRIAGE IN LENT,

The announcement that the marriage
of the Princess Louise to the Marquis
of Lorne would take place zometime in
March produced quite a sensation in
certain quarters of the ecclesiastical
world, That the Head of tl.e Church
of England should thus sanction the
desecration of “the holy season of
Lent’ appeared to be almost incredible,
and if true, the sure precursor of na-
tional disaster. With characteristic

disloyalty, Ritualistic ne rA rang
the alarm bell and preached dissatisfac-

tion. One journal expressed the
that no bishop would be found so re-
creant to ** the traditions of the e¢lders”
as to perform the ceremony. Mr,
(Gladstone was taken to task because
he had mot interposed to prevent so foul
an outlr on the customs of the
Catholie Church. Of course, the Duke
of Argyll, always an object of ab-
horrence to High Church clergymen,
was  sup 10 have pla this
insult to Anglicanism, and to take a
Presbyteriap pleasure in piping at tle
time of the mourning of the fuithful.
But the Ritualists were not without

that they v::up receive the Queen's

their fast,
voichsafed to our Angliean friends.

formed, contained the statement that.
thd marringe wonld not tnke place
Yoy “ a8 early as March.”
tory for Ritunlism !
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Yet another consolation was

The we!l-in-

Olserver, generally

What a vie.
The 1 uke of
Argyll was defeated, the Head of the

tralditions of - the ‘Romanists as, inter-
preted by the Anglicans, and Eng-
land and Scotland were to be taught
the lesson that court fashion agreed
with Rjtunlism on the question of what
should not be done in the Lenten sea-
sof.~ The joy in the eamp of High
Church priests was great. . DBut it was
prematare, It is now anthoritatively
annotineed that the Royal marriage will
take place on March the 21st. Her
Majesty will not bow to the, Popish
prejudices of the mo<t sectarian gection
of her subjects. Ritualists are not to
dictate when the ehildren of our Queen
shall not marry or be given in marriage.
In the midst of Lent the Marquis of
Lorne will be made the happiest of
men, ard let us hope the Princess
Lionise will consider herself the most
fortunate of brides. We do not rejoice
in this beeause we would feast when
others fast. and take our pleasure when
our neighbours. are - doing penance.
Qur satisfaction at the final decision of
the Court is based.rather on our con-
viction of the thoronghly unscriptural
and superstitions character of Lenten
observances. It is high time that Pro-
testants frowned down the foolish fash-
ion of wearing the garb of mourning
in the time of Lent, of drapping places
of worship in Llack, of abstaining from
drdinary occupations and accustomed
amusements during the interval which
conneets Ash Wednerday with the eve
of Easter Sunday. This artificial reli-
‘giont which seems to bLe prevailing in
the Chorch of England is utterly in-
consistent with a firm adherence to the
simple fuith of the gospel, and an
honest espousal of the principles laid
down by the Apostle Paul. Why
should marriages be prohibited in Lent?
Is marriage an unholy thing? But
argument is unnecessary in the case of
our readers, and useless in the case of
Ritualists, Reason with these latter is
silenced. Truth itself must not speak
in the presence of tradition. Antiquity,
by which is weant the second, third,
and fourth enturies. is placed higher
than the Apostles., Chri-t himself must
stand by, looking on sorrowlully, we
doubt not, while the Church promul-
gates her decrees, “ forbidding to—
marry,” in Lent. On every ground we
are glad and gratified that her Majesty
has resisted the attempt to induce the
postponement of the Royal marriage.

we have a Protestant

Lent !~ London (Baptist) Freeman.
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THE LAWS OF NATURE, THE
LAWS OF GOD,
o |

“ Naturalism vs. Piety”’ :~—
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It is well the nation should know that
ueen—a Queen
who is in alliance with Presbyterianism
and has no sympathy with Popery.
And therefore we put a genuine note
of admiration at the close of the an-

nouncement of the Royal marriage in

The following very sonclusive course

 of argument is a portion of an excel-
lent article in the Presbyterian, entitled | ar

Apart from all argument, -oupbzrﬁ
Yy

cousaiin et padurel.
ent that - law, or the |

framework of watural sequences, what-

ia,
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own purposes; they act, by means of
them according to their relations one
to- another, fulfilling their loves and
their hates in deeds of good and evil.
We can only hint at the development
of this argument,

Law is said to be fixed, aud the
chains of natural sequences indi-eoluble
Well, the law of gravity brings all
heavy bodies to the earthy and would
keep us to the eavth’s surfyee.  Yet we
construet a balloon, and by means ol it
mount into the upper air. The Taiv &f
inert'a wopld keep us forever chained
to the spot in which we are found.
Yet we construct n locomativé” engine,
and by means of it overcome the force
of inertin, flying upon the railway at
forty miles an hour, The winds blow
according to fixed laws.  Yet we spread
our sails, eatch and detain the winds,
wnd are wafted from ore shore of the
ocean to the other. A person.-falls
sick. Health and dizease are matters
of fixed law. How shall the sick be
healed without destroying the invari-
able sequence of cause and effect?
Yet the physician steps in, prescribes
suitable 1emedies, and the sick person
i+ henled, A child makes request of
his father for bread or waler. . How
can the father meet this request with-
out invading the sacred and inviolable
domain of natural law ?  How can he
move a step toward the end? Yet
every futher is able. to. respond to a
thousand requests ot his etery child,and
every true father regards the limitation
of bis power, which at any time pre-
vents the fulfilment of a reasonable
request, as an affliction incident to an
im)-erfect human condition.
The more thorough our acquaintance
with the laws of nature the more fully
can we reduce them to our will. By
intellizence we learn to command the
agencies . of nature, as the rider his
horse, as the general his army. We
play with these agencics as we please.

one to offset and neutralize another;
we multiply their offices and ministra-
tions endlessly. Yet all the while the
uniformity of nature’s operations con-
tinue. The sequence of natural causes
and - effects remains unbroken. No
miracle is at any time wrought.
At this is the case while we our-
~elves,so far as our bodies are concerned,
are involved in uature, are a part of
nature, and subject to the operation of
natural law. Emancipated from this
condition—existing as free spirits—it
would seem that our power, operating
upon and by means of natural law,
would be yet more full and unobstruct-
ed. ‘
Trke argument may now be very
briefly stated. If we can thus go amidat
the laws of pature, accomplshing our
Elemre. how is it possible that God
imslf, the author- of nature, who un-
derstands thoroughly the powers of
nature, who is lifted above and exists
independently of nature—how it is pos-
sible that he should not find all patural
agencies infinitely flexible to his will ?
If, without a miracle, we compel the
wind to do us service, why -llnnho
stormy wind much more fulfil bis word?
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strancer,

all.

W e combine one with another ; we use |-

from the poor.

holy.””

as thysell.”

Vednesday, Mare : 8th, 1871.

. wHE NINETEENTH CHAPTER
OF LEVITICUS, 2

The Divine Legizlator begins with
enjoining holiness to his people.
then explains in what it consists :
* Reverence thy mother and thy father.
Obhserve the
worship an
Leave part of thy wenlth, thy harvest,
thy oil and wine, to the poor and the
Do not steal, nor lie, nor
deal falsely, nor swear falsely, nor
defrand the rieh, nor withheld his dues
Do not curse the deaf,
nor hurt the blind.  'Dispen-e justice to
Do not spare the low, nor respect
the highborn.
an inditferent spectator of wrong.
dulge in no secret hatred or revenge,
but frankly expostulate with thy fellow.
Love thy neighbor. as thyself, Vex
not the stranger, but treat him as one
of thine own; love him as thyself, for
strangers you were in Egypt. 1
the Kternal—this means * Ye sha!l be
What ma-terly strokes of
divine legislation !
passed over these statuies.
lost anything of their deep truth—aof
their genuine, intrinsic value? has any
modern legislator, moralist or philan-
thropist, added to it or detracted there-
from anything ?
Has Rousseau or
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dwitios
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Be'no tale-bearer,

3500 years h
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stereotyped
of all the griefs aud trials of man is
hidden in its words. It is the repre-
sentative of his best moments, and all
that has been about him of soft, and
gentle, and pure, and penitent, and
peaks to him forever out of -his
ble. It is his sacred thing,
which doubt has never dimmed and
controversy never soiled.
and breadth of the land there is not a
Protestant with one spark of religious- f“"‘f'ﬂ“ to the lady members.
ness about him whose spiritual
pby is not in his Saxon
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A ROMANIST TRIBUTE TO THE
PROTESTANT BIBLE.

“Dg. Newmanw, the Roman Catholie
convert, gives in what follows a just
idea of what is the stronghold of Pro’

% Who will not say that the uncom-
mon beauty and marvellous English of
the Protestant Bible ds not one of the
great strongholds of herasy in this
country? It lives on the ear like a
musi¢ that can never be forgotten—Ilike
the sound of church-bells which the
convert hardly knows how he can fore-
go. Its felicities often seem to be
almost things rather than mere words.
It is part of the national mind, and the
anchor of national seriousness. The
memory of the dead passes into it.

traditions of childhood

in its verses. The

ible."”

morsing
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| nounce to the
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‘Do not

God.

Kant, St. Paul or
Hu-s, "Luther or Swedenborg, added
any new principle to practical morality ?
This is the greatest of miracles—the
greatest proof of  the Mosaic truth
Like an antigue gem in _a. golden ring,
incased in a costly casket, preserved:by
a pious owner, even so shines forth
from the sacred Scriptures the glorious
nineteenth chapter of Leviticus, with
the golden rule—* Love thy neighbor
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(3) (the Arabic word is spelt in three
different, ways), but we expeet him
soon, and -probably he and the peo-
the same time,” Dr. Kirk adds—¢ A%
all events, on his arrival at Ujiji from
lis western jodrney, he will have good:
for his present wants. The new gang
of men with fresh goods has set out;
and the road being free, we may hope
they will rcach gquickly and safely.”
We now learn for the first time that
Livingstone had made an extensive
journey to the west of Lake Tangany-
ika, and this accounts for the leng-
continued absence of all informat op
respecting him. Any letters that Liv-
ingston may have written and confided
to jealons 'Arabs have probably either
been destroyed by them or lost with
some of the caravans that perished on
the journey to the coast during the
cholera epidemie. ’
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Several Jewish periodicals are pub-
lished in England. Leng controvers
sies ocour in \bhem as to Lhe jots and
tittles of the law, and the most minute
points of disvipline and management
of their several institations. Until
lately there was remarkable silence as
to the grand questions which separate
the Jew from the Christian in cardipal
matters of faith, Recently, however,
there appeared in one paper a sys-
tematic attack upon Christianity, not

The
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In the length

SAFETY OF DR. LIVINGSTONE. ' t muny poor,
b . Bociaves,

~Bir R. Murchison writes to the |
London Times, of the 24th u't, as
0.1 follows :—I heartily rejoice to
public that I have this

an-

more remarkable for its weakuness than
for ita bitter reviling ridicule.

B

A pearl wedding (seventieth anui-
versary) was ocelebrated recently at
Bergen, N.J. The* groom” isninety-
one, and the * bride” eighty-seven.
They have fifty-nive living descen-
dants, but the happy old couple en-
joyed tbis anviversary with as much
zeal as their youngest guest, dancing
with their great-grandchildren.
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Becaars are choosers, it seems, in
these days: A Conunecticut beggar
recently called at a clergyman’s house,
and the lady gave him a coat slightly
threadbare, and minus a single but-
ton. The applicant for charity passed
it back, exclaiming, with offended dig-
nity, * Madam, I want a coat that I
should mot be ashamed to wear in the
| daytime,” His would-be benefactress
gazed at bim .in amazement, and then
retired to repair the garment for the
use of her own busband. %

Only u few days before his death
Dean Alford revised the proof sheets
of his recent Advent Sermons (in-
elading the one preached before the
Queen) which will be issued immedi-
‘ately in a small volume by Messrs.
Hodder 'and Stoughton, entitled—
“Trath aud Trust: Lessons of the
W“." 2

Loxpox papers mention it as a
specially commendable piece of good

the new School Board sit uncovered
while the board is in session, out of
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THE YEAR'S BALANOE SHERT.

| 8o many ealls, So many mercies. ’
| S0 many wants, Em y gifts, ,
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