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For the Christian Messenger.

JAMAICA CORRESPONDENCE.

—

MaxpeviLie, Dec., 1870.
Dear Brother,—

May 1 be nllowed to lny this ndditional
burden upon your patience—to conve)
through you some idea of Jamaiea to the
curious. Others who have not eapressed
such curiosity, may also be interestcd.

The m: terinl of Jamaiea is almost wholly
limestore. Ilence the diversifie!, magnifi-
cent, and, in many parts, sablime scenery
Hence -olso the fertility of the svil. My
observation of Jamaica is yet almost res-
t:ictcd to the parishes of Manchester and
Clarerdon.  Tie former cepecially, is fruit-
ful. and affords cxcellent grazing. The
cattle of this parish are fino. I never saw
more sleek and handeome droves. The
horses also are very fair. Sheep are aboul
as in Nova Scotia. . The prices of cattle
and horses are about £10 to £12 for a cow
and ealf, and from £8 to £20 for a horse

Be f i: about 6d. a pound, and sheep mut: |

ton 0d. Goat meat is 44d. Pork about
61. Butter 2¢. n pound; Lard 1s. td,, and
checse 2¢. 6, Coffee 6d. a quart, end als
rice, starch, flour and wet sugar. The
fruits of Jumaica are aburdant in quantity
and varicty, Most of them are delicions
On mmket diys, which is every Saturday.
all over the Island, one may feast his eycs
if nothing wore. - The scene on the Market
Hill at Mand ville, at these times is quitt
interesting. Women, chiefly,bring the pro-
duce to market. Carrying it, many of them
ten or twelve miles on their beads in kegs.
boxes, or barkets. Saving their bare fect,
to w! ich one also boecomes necustomed, the)
look quite neat ard tidy in their clean light
calico dretscs. The articles for sale on
market days are generally fresh meat and
fish, bread, cakes, and casada bread, v
variety of veg.tables, such as yams—one of
the chief articles of food in Jamaica, near-
ly answering to our potatoes,— cocons, sweel
potatoes, pumpkins, cabbages, beans, wate:
melons end cucumbers, &e., &e., corn, ut
about 44, to 5s. a bushel, The fraits am
plaintains, bananus, chochos, pears, sweet
sope, and pine apples, with neurly a score
of others. Orunges are scldowm sold in
country «nd village markets, being o com-
mon and abundant. When they are you
may buy ubeut a dozen for a ‘¢ quuttie,” o
14d. The ronds of Jamaica generally are
bad, being very illy mude, mountainous and
rocky. Still the roads from Kingston to
Mandeville, is for the most part quite pas-
About 40 of the 84 occupants of
Mundeville pricon—mostly imprisoned for
theft — nre now working upon it. Awmong
other companies upon the road, working
for public mouney, carrying stones upon
their heads, breaking them by the road o
hoeing out the ditches, I observed the great-
er number to be women. The houses of
the people gencrally are about 15 feet by
20, with thatched or shingled roof, two
roows wattled and plastered, or Spanish
walls, the floors, some board, some earth,
and some o kind of cement or plastor.—
The furniture consists of a few, very few
chairs, and perhaps stand and table. Sowme
bave a budstend and mattrass, but perbaps
the most sleep on'coarse flag mat. Their
farming implements o nsist of an axe, rude
hoe, and cutlass, At distances of from two
to ten wiles, thrcugh thé parishes of Vere,
Clarendon, and Manchester, are the estute
of Europeans, with fine residences, and
sugar works, fruit trecs, and provision
grounds, herds grazing on the fields, and
plantations waving with the sugar cane.—
Whether in rural districts or the towns or
vil i in sgricultural, mechenical or
antile ewployment, the disparity
between the Negro and the European races,
is conspicuous, Still there are sime excep-
tions, und especially where, it may be, high-
born-planters’ blood mingles in sons of the
slave, Some in the various pursuits of life,
are rising. Still to a large extent, the whits
conduct the business, get the money, and

vule, in Jamuica, 8o at lewst, I should |

Judge, from limited observation. Taxes sr
high, For every pair of driving wheels

£1 10s. 1 donot just remember how much |
drag,~but ks, for & bomse,

for o cart or ‘
and L3 o bugey, be.oke. |
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to inform you better prasently. Our lovely tonishment the ship was high and dry, in

Jordan, beuenth the bambooy was aguin‘»
visifed last Sabbath merning, when a
:zu'go’c“ucuursu listened attentively, and
witnessed the baptism of ninc candidates.

| :¢ Iow lovely the water- was,” sud one

young colored sister after the baptism —
She was just recovering [rom the fever—¢1
was 80 weak before I went into the water,
but T felt 8o rcfreshed after it.” Ttswas
certainly very delightful, nnd I only wished
I could commence every S:ibbath thus.

We have been residing for a month past
in Mandeville—by far tle plcasantest of

our Statiuns,

From our little Miegion House, close by
our ¢hapel, a Lill overlooking Mandeville,
heyond the orange trces, now golden, at
morning and evening the resort of count-
'ess noiry black bird«; we can see a number
f the tasteful stores and dwellings, the fine
Episcopal and Independent Mission Houses
imnd Chapels, and the never fading’ grazing
fields und fore:ts sloping this way, and ris-
ing that, from the fine clevated dwellings
of the estato owners. -

In Mandeville thereare several white fam.
ilies, and although none of them are Bap-
lists, yet by some of them at lcast, promi-
nent among whom is the fawily of Juseph
Levy, Esq., we have been ¢ shown no litt'e
kindnets.” And such rccnes, and the cool
hreezes of a Nuva Scotin September, what
wonder if our health is excellent, and the
village of Mandcville is quite pleasant and
attractive. ’

Yours ever truly,
W. H. Porren,

—— DU

For the Christian Messenger.

AN INDIAN LEGEND.
MIRACLE.

BY REV:> 8. T. RAND.

Somewhere near the city of Quebec stands
a Roman Catholic chapel, to which the In-
dians of these Lower Provinces are taught
to -go on pilgrimage, -It takes seyveral
months to accomplish the task. They pass
sver from Nova Scotia to St. John, work
their way up the river, in a canoe often,
thence they eroes over the country, begging
and working to obtain the means of subsis-
tence, till they reach the city of Quebce,—
Chere they enter this mysterious and awful
place, say thcir prayers and chant their
hymns, confess their sins, and perform the
prescribed ceremonies, pay their dues and
then light-hearted and happy they work and
beg their way back, with the full assurance
that they have performed a service that ie
both aceeptuble to God and profitable to them
and theirs,

It is reported among the Indians and most
oonfidently belicved that under the mystie
dome of that chepel wonderful miracles are
wrought, The blind it is said receive their
sight, the deaf are made to hear, the lame
to walk, and ull kinds of diseases are
awred - gy |

I lately rebcived from a very intelligent
Indian, who tecmed to have no doubt of the
truth of the story, an account of the origin
of said chapel. The statement has been
curroborated by others, so that there is in

A POPISH

‘my mind no reason to doubt the truth that

there is such a tradition ,whatever room there
may be to doubt the truth of the tradition
itself. If it be true it should be proclaimed
to the ends of the earth, [ eannot therefore
be justly censured for giving it & wider cur-
rency. But waving all farther introductory
remarks I will procecd at once with

THE BTORY

A French vessel wus once cruising on the
Atlantic. 1t was marned by Frenchmen
and they were all guod catholics, A vio-
lent storm arose and increased to such fury
that the vessel foundered, A plank was
started in her side and the water began to
pour in with such violence thut the captain
saw that human skill was unavailing and
told the men 80, ** God alone can mave us
now " said he, and called them all to go
helow, ‘Lhey gathered in the cabin,barred
down all the bhatches and lustened up the

the midst of a*forest, near to a highway,
and not far from them gtood a stone chapel,
There was in front of it a pavement of
sharp broken flint-stones; the docr was
large and pondgrous, and was closed.
There wus no ane abont the chapel,

The captain and his erew now descended
frorfi the vessel, rolied up their pants ahove
their knees, took off their shoes and stock-
ings, nnd then on naked knees walked over
the sharp fint-stones up to the chapel door.
The duor opened to them of its own accord,
and they entered. There were no human
heings to be scen. There they staid; con
tinuing in fasting and proyer until they
died. In the meantime the cupt;zin wrote
out a full nccount of the miracle and left it
for the infornmtion and edifieation of the
taithful,

Alter this some parties passing that way,
who kunew well that no chapel Lad hitherto
stood in that place, were astonished out of
mensure at sceing what had happened.
‘Chere etood the chapel, and there #tood the
ship, and on entering the pluce therc were
the corpses of thie sailors and there was the
captain’s * manifest.”

The chapel was ithmediately taken pos-
gession of in due form and dedieated to St,
Ann, the Suviour's Grandmother, and the
Indian’s ¢ Patron Saint.” The vessel re-
mained there for a long time, but at length
deeayed, but an exact model was constructs
ed from it whigh’ was suspended uron the
chapel door inside, where it remains to
this day. : .

\Wlen the heretical English got poeacs-
sion of the country, one of “their daring
deeds of darkness, was an attempt to burn
this heaven-built chapel.  But they experi-
“enced a mortityingdefeat, They first filled
the place with hay and set fire to the hay.
The hay all burnt out, but not even the
stain ot fire or smoke was lelt  behind.
They then filled it with shavings and chips,
and set fire to them. After they bad all
been consumed a few stains of emoke were
left, which are still to be scen, but no fur-
ther dumage was done, Aflter this thuse
ruthless wretches desisted from their un-
hallowed attempts.

I once heard from an enthusiastic pilgrim,
who had just returned from a visit to this
**ghrine,” a glowing account of the images
and other wonders of the place. Among
other things he had been allowed, he said,
to kise a emall vial which contained a finger
of our blessed Lord!! lle was thrilled to
his very soul at the touch,and the porfume
of the vial exceeded any thing fur fragrance
that he had ever smelled. Others report
that the finger is not the Saviour's but the
Virgin Mary's!

It is eaid that over the altar and above
the other images, the image of a white dove
is suspended without any visible or natural
fastening, and that it continually waves its
outepread wings, but never leaves the
place.

In proof of the miracles thature wrought
these piles of crutches and canes are vx-
hibited, which the halt and the lame and
the blind, have left behind, after havieg
had their infirmities suddenly removed,

SBuch is the /egend, [ shall lgave it with-
out **note or comment’’ fur the edification
of the reader. I can hardly forbear ve.
marking, however, that a Chureh that can
boast of such a remarkable miracle, may
surgly dispense with the use of * gunpow.
der’” for its protection, and surely, surely,
it need not be in any very greéat trouble
beeause the wayward [talinns bave wrench-
od the * carnal weapons out of the hands
of their poor deur old Papa. "

A — ”‘"—t}erm~ } v
For the Christian Messonger.

FRANCE, PRUSSIA AND THE
POPEDOM.

Notes and Refloctions,

SSENGER.

SN e e e e

ealled, was summoned by the Pope to de
clare, a8 a dogma of the Romish Church,
the personal infallibility of her Sovereign
and Chicf Pricst—which it procecded to
do by an overwhelming mnjority of her
dignitarics,

5. “Tn a few shert. months alter the con-
summation of the Act of the Council, the
lufallible Pope, who had been enthroned
in the seat of the Most High, was stripped
of his possessions, and virtually reduced to
the condition of a captives=und, but for
the clemency and genérosity of his con-

queror, would have been a penniless and
helpless exile,

6. Frangg, as the .principal guardian
and defender of the Pope, must be con-
sidered as responsible, to a greater extent
than any other Roman Catholie country,
fur the decision of the late Council, and
correspondingly guilty for the wrong doue;
and if thus guilty, liable and exposed to
just and vertain punishwent.

7. 'The late ovents in the history of
Frunce, and lollpwing so dircetly,ns they
did, upon the promulgation ol the Dogwa
of the Council, arrest our attention a8 most
réimarkuble, and unparulelled in the an-
nals of that or any other country.

8. France, without due provoeation,
and with no just grounds for such extreme
weasures, made war upon & neighbouring
country,which had hitherto heen considered
her inferior, by muny degrees, in military
prowess ; and had, till lately, held quite a

sabordinate rank among the nations of
Christendom.

9. It is also noteworthy that Prussia,
the power assailed by France, was a pro-
testant nation ; and, as such, free (rom all

of the Papacy, and ot those who encour-
aged and sustained it.

10." France, notwithstanding her war-
tial valour, and her acknowledged suproma-.
cy in armes, met tho mot signul reverses,
from the very flirst, in her confliot with
Prussia ; which reverses followed in unin-
terrupted succession ; till, prostrate and
humbled, - myriads of her troops slain or in
captivity, her soil drenched with the blood
of her sons, her towers dismantled, her
cities sucked, her proud capital laid in the
dust, the nation was compelled to sue for
peace on terms more humiliating than mosd
which history records in ancient or wodern
times. !

11. It is not pretended that Prussia, as
a nation, was immacuiate., She doubtless,
had also much to answer for; though in
this quarrel we must absolve her from the
crime of having instigated the war. Her
faults, no less than those of France, merited
chaetivement, and she bus atoned for them
by grievous penalties. |

12. The epirit 'in which the king ol
Prussia nccepted the situation furced upon
him, and has maintained it throughout, is
also worthy of note. He committed his
cause, with every appearance of sineerity,
to the God of batties. From the first he
a: cribed his sucoess to the assistance of the
Almighty, and rendered thanks to Him be.
fore all Europe and the World. He has
taken to Himself none of the glory, not
atiributed his triumph to the bravery of
“his troopw, or the skill and wvalour ol their
commanders.

13. How unlike all this is the conduct
of the other party in the cuntest! As re.
regards the French, the Almighty has, in
accordance with the traditions of the na-
tion, been entirely ignored. They have
gono further, und made the King of Prus-
oin the butt of their ridicule for his ac-
“knowledgment of a Suprewe and Divine
Power. [t would have been well fur them
had they rought the same aid,

14. But Fraoce had another element of
wenkness Lusides her infidelity. She was
unparslelied among the nations for the
ourry of Ler wmomls. This unfortu.

L. The title of the Suvereign of France | pately necds nu proof; but It us hear the

is, ** The KEldest Son of the Chureh "—
weaning the Rowan Cntbolic church ;'

testimony of her most celebrated living

preacher, one whose eloquence s equalled

| . Uhkﬁ;b!i“ bead, the Pupe, o » -], by his love for bie m nd hh

employ it. by

- ~ « Eranee necds delivers 10e from licreelf, |
| 2. 1t was France which made the Pope q-hw‘::hq“ an’,.'.,y;mu
oy s cor M‘Lum prorg P “iw'th&h'um-h and
» . : | that of the w Was Degessary »
of his dignity. snd by her troupe, bas sup- | should be eaved 0w
ported bimcm bis throes, . | sho was

i vtz s Sy i S engeite ey wo T FceEb ey eagie by

perticipation in the guilt of the arrogancy ..

S8

- e o S o < S |

Svme appear in the very face of the ree rd.
They find expression.in the wordsof » wered
Seripture** Those’ that walk in pride e
is able to abase.” ¢ Be sure thy sin will
find thee out.”  ** Them that honour . Me
1 widl honour.” ¢ Th\') that take the sword
shylleperish by the sword.” Similar senti-
ments adovn the pages of human Hreraturd.
Thus we have in one of our immortal bards,
“Thi.eis he armed who hath his quar ol just
And we but nak-d, th ugh loeked np iy steel,
Whose couvseience with mjustice Is eorropted,”

[t were eary to maltiply ¢ refle tiops.”

space [ will abstain,
A A Layuax,
Wolfeille, Feb. 19, 1871,

QeI

For the Christian Messenger,

IN MEMORIAM.

—

Mus. Jaues G, Roacn

wns the eldest daughter of Abrer and
[lelen Parker, of Nictaug. Converted 1n
early life she was buptized by the Rev. L.
E. Bill, into the fellowship of the Baptist
Church at Nictaux. She was alweysat her
post, and as far as lay in her power, hear-
ing her part in the prayer and conference
‘meetings and Sabbath School, and was an,
eager listener to the word of Truth. She
was a daily feader of the Bible, and wus
thus prepared to meet the dutier and trinls
of Jife cheerfully. She was a fuithful wife
and wother, & kind friend, and good neigh-
bor, alwnys bearing in mind the injunction
of the Apostle, ** That yo study to be quiet,
and to do your own business, and to work
with your own hands as we coinmanded
you ; that ye may walk honestly towwid
them that are without, wnd that ye may
have lack of nothing."” Medioal skill could
not arrest the disease, consumption. She
sweetly fell asleep at her residence in
Clare, Oct. 20th, age 142 years. She leaves
a husband and four children t> mourn their
great loss, ller funeral wae attended by
Rev. N. Vidito, who preached from 2 Cor.
v. 4, —Com.

Mges. Lypia Loaax,

widow of the late Elward ‘Logan, died at
Goshen, Feb, 10th, 1871, in the 8Gth year
of her age. Mre. Logan mades profession
ol religion when young. Shortly after her
warriage to Mr, Samuel Nichols, her first
husband of Colehester County, she un:ged
with the Baptist Church at Onslow ; being
baptised by Father Harding. She was
"born in Gasperaux, Horton. Shortly be-
fore her death she went to live with her
son Ihcndoro Nichols, of Goslien, Our
sister wus one of the old school christinne.
[t was tha privilege of the writer to visit
her severnl times during her illnesa. Her
christian experience and conversion was
very clear-and Soriptaral, She bhad no

| doubts of her acceptance in the Lord. She

¥

“rejoiced in the glorious hope of immartali-
ty beyond the grave. Oursistor for wmany
years gave evidence of true piety. A pro-
tructed illness attended by. the infirmitics of
age and suffering, but she glorified God by
faith, patience and resignation to His will.
llcr death was precious in the sight of the
Lord. Those present were constrained-to
eay, * Lot my last end be like hers,’ g U
was 80 happy and peaceful. May all the
bereaved friends and relatives prepure
to weet her in that better land, The wri-
ter preached a sermon on the oceasion to
an attentive cungregation.— Com. by Rev.

H. Eagles.

Mas Inexg Grurry, o

wife of Booch Griffin Eeq., of Upper Dyke
Villag ', and daughter of James Eaton Esq.,
of Canard, passed {rom earth to heaven, on
Friday morning the 27th. Qur sister wus
the suhject of deep religious convictivne
in early years. While atill quite young,
eonviction ripened into conversion, under
the fnithful labors of her Pastur, Rev. A.
8. llunt. She was baptized by him, inw
the fellowship of the First Cornwallis Bap-
tist Church, and continued s worthy and
consistent member with us, until the Master
ealled her ** up higher,” Her great suffer-
ing during her last iliness, was borne with
puticnce, and resignation to the Divine
Will. She has left an interesting family

| of six children three sons and three duugh.
| s to morn their irrepurable lues. She

had finished ber work, snd fuliled her

mission on earth, and hes gone from us,
at the early nge of 40 years, Bu the Master
is working up the unmber of hisclect. May
it bo speedily wocomplished, —Com,

e —————— A

bat as my * notcs "’ Qccupicd 80 much ..
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