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THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

Houths’ Qcpartmmt.

Lessons_fof 1871,

THE WORDS OF JESUS.

Sonpay, Ocroser 81H. 1871
One the Lacking.—Mark x. 17-31.

s e

GorpeN Texr.—'* Come, take up the
cross and follow me.” ve. 21,

ScRIPTURE SELECTIONS.— Rom. ii. 17-
29 ; Is. lviii.

See parallel passages, Matt. xix. 16-30;
Luke xviii. 18-30. Who came to Jesus?
vs. 22: Luke xviir. 18 ; Matt. xix. 20.
How" did he come? vs. 17. For what?
ya. 17. Was he sincere in his request ?
Was it a suitable request to make of Christ?

Explain the eighteenth verse, Why did
Christ begin his answer thus? Are all the
commandments mentioned in vs. 19? Of
which table of the law are these? How
does Christ elsewhere sufn up all the com-
mandments ? Mark xii. 30, 31.

What reply is made to Christ? vs. 20.
Com. Matt. xix. 20. Was it made honest-
ly? Was it true? What would ydu infer
from it of the man’s character? How did
Christ regard him ? vs. 21. .

What reply does Christ make? vs. 21.
What was the one thing lacking? Was
the sin the possession of wealth, or rather
¢ trast” in wealth ? va. 24. Is it neces-
sarily a sin to be rich? Ought every man
of wealth to eell his property and distribute
it to the poor? Why did Christ require
this of the young ruler? What is meant
by the words ** Come, take up the cross
and follow me”?

Whbat effect had Christ’s words ? ve. 22:
 Luke xviii. 23. What does this show of
the man’s character ? Did be otey Christ?
Have you some secret ruling sin? Can you
give up all for Christ?

What did Christ say to the disciples?
ve. 23-25. What does vs. 25 mean ? What
_was the effect on the disciples? vs. 206.
Explain vs. 27. What encouragement to
give up all for Christ? vs. 29, 30. Why
not do it ?

SuMMARY.— Beneath the fairest character
!&’ lie concealed one ruling, deadly sin.
e must give up all for Christ.

'

Axavysis,—I. The Testing. vs, 17-22.

II. The Warning. vs. 23-27.

IIl. The Encouragement. ve. 28-31.

ExprositioNn.— The comer.— It appears
that he was a young man, i. e., batween
twenty and forty years of age, a ruler, i.e.,
either a civil or religious officer, or of
prominence in the community, & rich man,
strictly moral, but wedded to his wealth,
He was love'y, yet ignorant ot Gbd, of true
holiness, and of himself.

The coming — ** runniog,”” indicating
earncstness, indeed, but too little conscious-
nees of sin and need ; too much self-confi-
dence and conceit of goodness; too wmuch
of ** the Pharisee ;" too little of *¢ the
publican,” gt

The question.— Words carry the meaning
that is put into them. They are vehicles.
Into the same words one man puts one
meaning, another, another. ‘¢ Good Mas-
ter; what shall I do that I may inherit
eternal life ?” The question might ‘have
borne out the struggling of a soul deeply
convicted of sin and intent on pardon and
deliverance. Butin fact, it was halfassertion
of merit already self-acquired, and half re-
quest a8 to what more self-merit could be
acquired. ,

The answer.—Part first. vs. 18. Christ
secems to rebuke the man for calling him
good. Hence deniers of His deity bave
ecized upon this as a prool-text of their
false doctrine. Others take it to be an as-
sertion of Christ's deity, ard to have been
80 intended. ‘‘ Only God is good. But
you call me good. Why then are you not
ready to call me God?'" The only good.
ness is god-likeness ; an excellence coming
not from ourselyes, but from ‘¢ partaking
of the divine pature.,” 2 Pet. i. 4. Giviog

.ibe wordé this meaning & more profound
and apt reply cannot be conceived. It
struck at once to the very core of the man’s
thought, and prepared the way to reveal to
hi'a- at once his defect and its only remedy.
Compare John v, 43 ; vi. 38 ; vii. 18, 28,
290 3 viii. 19, 28, 29, ete.

The answer.— Part second. vs. 19.
** Thou knowast the commandments,’’ 1. e,
of God, hence expressing God’s goodness
and testing our godlikeness. Oonly speci-
mens are given, and those all of the
second-table, i, e., duties to fellow men.

The reply.—ve. 20 was in a sense true,
According to the man's view of the law of
God be had kept it. Yet neither this nor
any such man had peace, solid peace, even
though so self-confident and self-satisfied.
The joy of God is far emough from the
pride of one's own goodness. Nothiog ie
more important or hardef than to get men
to distinguish between the two. Men sy,
* We need not trouble ourselves if we do
about as well as we oan," :

The requirem;’l.—-vn.. 21. ' Freely, will-
ingly to give up this wealth, and for Christ

to become poor, would have been to deny

self, 'To refuse when the issue was fairly
made was to serve self, and, deny Christ.
The one thing lacking was not poverty,
mere destitusion of property. There is
neither merit nor demerit, either in the

-| poesession, or in the non-possession of pre- |-

perty. Christ does not wish every one to
strip bimself of property. Least of all
would he recommend an indiscriminate
distribution to the poor. This would
encourage idlences, vagrancy, pauperism.
The gospel as well as the law, eays that a
man shall not eat if he will not work, nor
docs the gospel call om us to abandon the
right of holding property, but recognizes
and confirms the right. Acts v. 4.

The e¢ffect.—vs, 22. 1f the man had
been such an inquirer as Saul of Tarsus
was, when smitten down he asked of the
Lord what was to be done, or as the trem-
bling jailor asked what he should do to be
saved, we know what the effect would have
been. Like Peter, and Jumes, and John,
and the other apostles, the man would
glaaly have left all, and followed. Many
have come to just the point where we
leave him. ‘Solemn mwoments these turn-
ing-poiuts, there hours of decision, of trial,
of proof. Heaven and hell weighed against
each other, a single stroke of will, settling
the question, and forever, A wrong deci-
gion, what n#emory to carry into the eternal
world ! Urge each to decide for Jesus al-
ways and in all things.

The lessons.—-vs. 23-25. ** How hardly"
shall such' men enter the kingdom. **Itis
easier for a camel to go through the eye of
a needle.” This isa proverb, meaning, it
is impossible. 1t cannot be, and that just
because one cannct, at one and the same
time, serve both God and mammon, cannot
at one and the same time go both north
and south.

The astonishment.—vs, 25, 26. The!
disciples seem at first to have mistaken the
meaning and to have thought thata man
of property could not besaved. Hence the
explanation, ‘¢ they that trust in riches.’’
"+ The explanation—vs. 27 reminds us that
God's grace can take away the supreme

love of wealth, can break evenea fixed |

habit of covetousness, and bring one to his
right mind. :
The encouragement.—vs, 28-30. Christ

docs not mean that in every sense one shall |’

have mere property, etc. IHaving peace
with God one knows all -things to be his,
because he is Christ’s and Christ is God’s
and hence in all things, even in ** perse-
cution” rejoices,

The caution.—vs. 31. Yet take care.’

You have begun well, you must end well.
Hold on.

Abridged fpm the Baptist Teacher,
Recite,—Scripture Catechism, 337, 338,

SIX OCLOCK P. M.
The workshops open wide their doors,
At six o'clock P. M. ;
And workmen issue forth by scores,
At six o'clock P. M. ;
Of all the minutes in array,
Or hours that go to make the day,
There's none so welcome, so they say,
As six o'clock P, M.

How many children show delight
At six o'clock P. M. !

IHow many homes are rendered bright
At six o'clock P. M. !

How many little happy feet,

Go out into the busy strect,

With joyous bounds papa to meet,
At six o'clock P. M. !

Thousands of tables draped in white
At six o'clock P. M.,
The gathered families invite
At six o'clock P. M. ;
And as they eat the frugal fure,
They quite forget their toil and care,
And drop their heavy burdens there,
At six o'clock P, M,

Then blow, ye shrieking whistles, blow !
At six o'cluck P. M,,
And let the weary toilers go
At sixjp'clock P. M
Ring out, releasing bells, ring out !
And bid the welkin take the shout,
And echo it all round about,
¢ *T'is six o'clock P. M.”
~ — Advertiser.
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Were we to believe nothing but what
we could perfectly comprebend, not only
the stock of knowledge in all the branches
of %lq would be shrunk up to nothing,
but even the affairs of common life could
not be oarried on. N

WEATHER RHYMES.

Here are some of theold English rhymes
and prophecies of coming weather. Some
are curious, if not correct. Some are so

often true as to be now oonqidercd almost
infallible.

When the glow-worm lights her lamp
Then the sir s almayademp. -

i gy tingenin

" If the cock goes crowing to bed,
He's sure to rise with a wet head.

When black snails do cress your path,
Then black clouds much moisture hath,

When thq percock loudly bawls,
Soon we'll have both rain and squalls.

When ye see the gossamer flying,
Then be sure the air is drying,.

A rosy sunset presages good weather ; a
ruddy sunrise bad weather,

A bright yellow sky in the evening in
dicates wind ; a pale “yellow sky in the
evening indicates wet.

A neutral gray color at evening is a fa-
vorable sign ; in the mornifig, an unfavor-
able one.

The clouds, if soft and leathery, betoken
fine weather.

Deep, unusual hues in the sky indicate
wind or storm. More delicate tints be-
speak fair weather.

A rainbow at night
Is a sailor’s delight.

A rainbow in the morning
Gives the shepherd a warning.
If at sunricing or setting the clouds ap- |
pear of a lurid red color, estending nearly
to the zenith, it isa sure sign of storms
and gales of wind.
If the moon shows like a silver shield,
Be not afraid to reap your field ;

But if she rises halved round,
Soon will we reap on deluged ground.

When rooks ﬂy sporting high in air,
It ehows that windy storms are near,

The evening red and the morning gray
Are certain signs of a beautiful day.

e

KEY TO A PERSON’S NAME.

| By the accompanying table of letters
the name of & pereon or any word may be
found out.in the following manner:

5 2 9 K 2
g 0. 8.} Q
S ¥ ¥y 3 3
CREPUmARy Wb TR

AR R R e

CINRCREE R
RN MR RS
g 8- -8 %W
e TR ke Ml
8 ooy Y

T NS TR

ow-n

Y 3

Let the person whoee name you wish to
know inform you in-which of the upright
columns the first letter’of his name is eon-
tained. If it be found in but one column
it is the top letter; if it occurs in more
than one column, it is found by adding the
alphabetical numbers of the top letters of
these columns, and the sum will be the
number of the letter sought. By taking
one letter at a time in this 'way the whole
can be ascertained. For example, take
the word .Jane, J is found in the two
columns commencing with B and H, which
are the 2d and 8th letters down the alpha-
bet; their sum is ten, and the tenth letter
down the alphabet is J, the letter sought.
The next A appears in but one column,
where ic stands at the top. N is seen in
the columns headed B, D and H ; these
are the second, fourth and eight letters of
the alphabet, which added give the 14th,
or N, and 80 _on. The use of this table
will exvite no little curiosity among those
unacquainted with the foregoing explana.
tion, '

e ——

TIIE MILKMAN’S DOG AND
HORSE.

The other day I heard a true story of a
geod dog and a good horse. They belong
to a man in the State of Maine, who deals
in milk,

Some of his milk this man gets from a
house half a mile off from where he lives
himself, :

Every day, just before sunset, he har-
nesses his horse to a wagon or cart, puts in
his ¢ans for the milk, and lays the reins
where they can be got with ease by the
driver.

Then he calls his dog; and the dog
jumps io, and takee the reins in his mouth,
while the horse trots on to the house
where the milk is to be got.

Then & man comes out and fills the cans,
and turns the horse round the way he

on*l;:to go to get home.
good ds: sits holding the reins,
while the good horse trots off, and does not

mwb.;mm.
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1 turn about too suddenly.

I’LL THINK ABOUT IT.

¢ Henry! Two of your clasemates have
become Christians. Do you not want to
be a follower of the same Maater ?”

““ Yee, [ always thought I wanted to be
one. I know I ought. It is a good
thing."’

¢ ] am glad to hear you say that, You

“Oh no.
night.”’ g

““ Why ?”

“I want to think of it.”

“ But you say you have long thought of
it. Why not begin now ?”

**1 want to think much more before
taking such*an important step. [ don't
want to begin unless I can hold out.”

* You know you are wrong, don't you !"
> $¢ Yes, | know it.” &

¢« Why not tarn right about to-night—
this very hour? "

“ Oh, 1 can't. That’s too sudden.”

“ Too sudden! Sufipose ‘you wished to
go to Belmont. Suppose after travelling
some hours with that object in view, you
found that you were going in an opposite
direction. What would you do!"

“ Turn about, of course.”

“ Immediately ?"

“ Yes -

“ Why not k2ep on saying ‘I must not
I will keep on
in the old way and think about it." MMow
would that sound ?”

¢ It would be foolish.*!

*“ Would it be any she less foolish if you
wished to travel tho road to Heaven 2

** 1 see you have me there.”

“Yes; the prodigal would never have
reached his fathor’s house, il he had not
turned straight about. You will never
reach your Father's - house while you stop

to think ubout it, or keep vn in the same
broad way.

" Will you not turn about to-night ?"'—
Advance.

I don’'t believe I can to-

e Sa——— - . %
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BISMARCK.

Bismarck is an immegsely large man,
When he goes through one of- the doors ol
the chamber he fills the whole epace, and
must stoop besides. He is tall, straight
and well proportioned. His broad shoul-
ders and full breast bespeak an immense
force, Ile is not fat (where a German
ought to be fat) but his cheeks are so fat
as to almost close his eyes, though since the
war he seems to have grown a little thin-
ner, He has a large head, which is bald
on the top (the comic papers invariably
represent him with three hairs), and on
the sides bas a little short, half-gray hair,
which is 1 marked contrast with his full
white mustache. His nose is rather short,
and his eyes imbedded under a heavy brow.
His face is almost as white as his mustache,
and is full of vigorous expression.

‘When be sits he commonly leans for-
ward, as if just ready-to get up, and those
portraits of him appear most natural which
represent him in this position. His only
Joint would seem to be in bis loins: for his
back and neck are always kept straight.
He is commonly in uniform, and his coat
shines all over with bright buttons and
brilliant badges. He is a man that any
one would pick out of a crowd as a leading
character, When he enters the chamber,
every c¢ye is turned to him, and many
ehow him special marks of hooor ; so that
his first movements on . entering are to
politely return these signs of respect, both
to the members of the Reichstag and to
visitore, For, as often as he has already
appeared in the Reichstag, the general
curiosity to see him has pever abuted, so
that everybody must loock when Bismarck
comes, Ile always sits at the minister's
desk, and seems to pay little attention to

the debate, though he is always ready to-

spcak, Ilis épeeches are generally short,
and always go direct to the point. One
nced never wait long to know what he is
going to talk about, or what view he is
goiong to take on the matter. His speeches
sparkle with strong, bold points, and he is
always interesting, llis voice is rather
high and broken, and 'is not very strong,
He half mumbles his words, and, from his
fast speaking, is often a little indistinct.
He gesticulates but little, and swings his
body slightly backward and forward while
speaking.

— ——

If we save the moments of time, we will
bave enough for every needful work. Mo-
ments are the waterial of which days and
years are wade, Ifthese bewe!l im

proved,
we will huve years devoted to profitable

employwent.
-
‘b::.ppao' ul:l mwoh do f:olll believe right
& them wrong ones
what is the use? gt L

will begin-to-uight, will yow mot? "

PLAYING IN THE DIRT,

One of my little girl friends was once g))
by herself playing in the pebbles on a gray.
el walk. When at last she looked up from
her busy employment she/ saw, to her syp.
prise, that her hands and dress were very
much soiled. Looking down upon herself i

a troubled and puzzled way, brushing the——

dirt from her hands and clothing. ang
drawing a long sigh, supposing herself
unheard, she said : ‘¢ God didn't make me
to play in the dirt.”” Then stooping again
to the sand and gravel, she added with
emphasis ; * But 1 will though”

Ah! there's the secret. You, my school-
boy, who just begin to taste the sweets of
knowledge and eateh glimpses of the heights
beyond, feel in your heart: *‘ God didn't.
make me to play in the dirt.” Happy for
you if you refuse not to climb rugged stecps
nor let your eyes wander to enticing Jow-
lands, saying, although yon know the
easier path is an unworthy and unsafe one ;
« Bat I will, though.”

You, young “man, who ecatch broader
and grander views of life's possibilities,
and feel the proportionately greater strength
of life's temptations, know it is shameful
for you to ‘ play in the dirt.”” But it is
80 much easier to play than to work, and
8o much easier to get into the dirt than to
always keep above it, that you eay;
* Perbaps I will, but only oceasionally,”
Satan knows that this halting decision is
just as sure to make you his as though it
were given unreservedly and with all the
strength of determined emphasis. There
is'n vast differcrice between an undecided
‘* Perhape I will" and a firm * T will not.”
One invites the devil's help and the other
secures the help of God.—Christian at
Work,

———— e OGP e

A LOWER KEY.

[ want to be an ange‘," Bobby kept

singing at the top of his voice, except when
he was teasing the cat, spilling his milk,
contradicting Bridget, or making mud-pies ;
“1 want to be an angel, and with the
angels stand.” ;

““That is all well and good when the
time comes,” cried Bridget at last, quite
out of temper ; ** but before you can get 0
be an angel, Bobby you must just want to
be a good boy. Good children is the stuff
angels are made of ; mind that, sir. Put
it this way, ‘[ want to be a good boy,and
with the good boys stand.” Then folks can
know how much you mean it.”

Bobby did not like Bridget’s view of the
case, 80 he made up a lip and walked off.

-

——— e e
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THE BABIE.

BY HUGH MILLER.

Nae shoon to hide her tiny taes,
Nae stockings on her feet,

Her supple ankles white as snaw,
Or early blossoms sweet,

Her simple drees of sprinkled pink,
Her double, dimpled chin ;

Her puckered lip and baumy wmou’,
With nae ane tooth between,

Her een sae like her mither's cen,
Twa gentle, liquid things ;

Her face is like an angel’s face,—
We're glad she has nae wings !

- — s —

An attendant at Mount Vernon, not long
since, found a lady weeping most bitterly
and audibly, with her handkerchief at her
eyes. He stepped up to her, and said to
her, ** Are you' in trouble, madam?"
“‘No, sir,”” she sobbed. ‘‘1 saw you
weeping."” ‘¢ Ah!" eaid she, ** how can
one help weeping at the grave of the
Father of his Country ?” ¢ Oh, indeed,
madam,” said he, ¢ that's it! The tomb’s
over yonder. This is the ice-house,”

-

¢ 1 suppose,'’ said a quack, while feel-
ing tbe pulse of patient who bad reluct-
antly submitted to solicit his advice, * |
suppose you think me a bit of a hambug ?”
“8ir,” gravely replied the sick man, ** 1
was not aware until now that you could so
readily discover a man's thoughts by feel-
ing his pulee.”

A gontleman visiting a school had a book
put into his band for the purpose of ex-
amining a class, The word ** inheritanes”
ocourring in the verse, the querist inter-
rogated one of the youngsters as follows
“ What is an inheritance ? ""— ¢ Patri-
mon.” * What is patrimony ?''—¢* Some-

| thing left by a father,” ¢ What would

you call it if left by a mother ?''—¢* Matri-
mony."” £y
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