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112 THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 
For the Christian Messengers 

REV. MR. CURRIE versus 
“ WENTWORTH.” 

Having terminated our series of ar- 
ticles, published in the Christian Visi- 
tor, on the TesTiMoxY oF Pepo-Bar- 

a. ps7 WrTNESSRS, we-are now at liberty 

to turn our attention to Rev. Mr. Cur- 
« rie and the strictures he has sent forth 

‘through The ‘Provincial Wesleyan. We 
"hardly need say we part from a plea- 
sant to a painful labor. After the edi- 

fying and elevating fellowship we have 

been holding with the learned and can- 

did scholars from whose rich stores of 

Biblical Literature we have been quot- 

ing, it is anything but agreeable to dis- 

charge the duty now devolved upon us. 

It is true that the standard authors, 
whose productions we have been citing 

on the subject in dispute, advance sen- 

timents which, with all deference to 

* their superior wisdom, we cannot ac- 

cept. But their scholarly and frank 

concessions afford some excuse for the 

seeming boldness of our dissent. How- 

ever, the communton with such think- 

ers ind writers has been most delight- 

ful. Their attempts to defend infant 

baptism are, for the most part, so 

straightforward, so free from all the 

low trickery of the mere controversial. 

ist, so dignified in language, even when 

they come down from the calm deliver- 

ances of the Judge on the bench to the 

special pleading of a gnere advocate at 
the bar,-that one, however much oppos- 

ed to their views, cannot but admire 

their spirit and their style. And now 
we must quit the noble company we 
have “been keeping, and enter into a 
repugnant connection with a widely 
different species of writing. We must 

confront a mere sophist, one in whose 

mental structure there is scarcely a 
single element in common with the 
minds of our distinguished authors. Dut 
it seems to be necessary to give Rev. 
Mr. Currie some notice. It isto be 
feared that any rejoinder to such a 
writer will be an utter waste of effort. 
It is difficult to believe that Rev. Mr, 
Currie could be induced to open his 
mind to an argument, or to employ his 
pen with the least degree of prudence. 

ith him white 1s black, and the moon 
ts made of green- checse. But, say 
some, it isnot Rev. Mr. Currie you 
have to consider in this matter, it is the 
interests of truth. There are those, it 
is to be feared, who have been misled 

by his audacious assertions and nega- 
tions. The pernicious impressions 
made by his reckless pen should, if pos- 
sible, be removed. Yes, but in vindi- 
cating the interests of truth in this con- 
nection, one is obliged to speak of the 
man who has imperilled those interests ; 
and when controversy comes ‘down 
from principles to persons, then it is 
always unpleasant, and rarely profit- 
able. 
We are nearly bewildered with the 

character of the antagonist who has 
placed himself in our path. We have 
read considerable controversial litera. 
ture, and some quite recreant to the 
claims of morality and logic, but noth- 
ing so totally destitute of rectitude and 
reason as Rev.“ Mr. Currie's latest is- 
sues, unless we except Lis “CATECHISM 
oF Baptism,” which fs simply an out- 
rage on Religion and Reason. We try 
to forget him ; we try to forgive him; 
try to fancy that he is a mythical per- 
sonage. We gaze at his recent articles 
in the Provincial Wesleyan, and ask in 
profound amazement, Can it be that 
any sane man wrote these sentences? 
Is not the whole thing a joke? But 
there they are, printed in a religious 
periodical, over the signature of D. D. 
Currie, who is a preacher, somewhat 
fluent, among the Wesleyans, and 
recognized by his denominational con- 
freres, so we are informed, as an ex-. 
pert controversialist on the subject of 
baptism. One thing ‘is clear, and 
ought now to be convidered settled be- 
yond dispute, viz., that Rev. Mr. Currie 
is an accomplished expert in all the 
subtle and despicable artifices of the 
sophiets. Had he presented his articles 
gy wih any one familiar with 
his chure, *°A Catechism of Bap- 
tism,” eould easily detect the author- 
ship by what are called internal evi- 
deneces, or the characteristics of an au- 
thor’s style. 
Now the course Rev. Mr. Currie has 

been pursuing in his strictures on 
Wentworth, (Dr. Cramp needs no de- 
fence ; if he does, he can take care of 

himself), cannot but bring reproach 
upon religious diecussion. It is cer- 

tainly discreditable to the religious 
journalism of our country. For sev- 

eral weeks he has been filling from two 

to three of the spacious columns of the 
Provincial Wesleyan with repulsive 

dogmatism, violent vr ow 1d 

cusations, opprobrious tives, cyni- 

cal sneers, artful q wily eva- 

the hardiness to say that this rhodomon- 

‘whose reputation for learning, piety 

that could be consistently pursued by 

sions, flagrant garbling, and wretched 

‘travesties. These have been repro 

duced in each weekly ‘effusion with a 

wearisome reiteration, And this is what 

the gentleman denominates a” refuta- 

tion of Wentworth’s citations from Pe 

dobaptist authors, and in his last he has 

tade “is written in defence of Pedobap- 
tist clergyman whose reputation hus 

been uncharitably assailed by Ana. 

Baptist writers.” Tolle jocus—non es 

jocus esse malignum.- And this is the 

man who comes forward as the defender 

of clergymen | This is the man, whose 

utterances in the Pulpit and through 

the Press on the sacred ordinances of 

Christ's Church have been coarse jests. 

This is the man whose harrangues 

against the Baptist denomination and 
its ministers have from first to last been 

characterized by a grossness of temper 

and of language passing "beyond the 
outmost limits of charitable toleration. 

Witness his recent ebullition of inso- 

lence on the venerable Dr. Cramp. 
What.unéouth flings. What monstrous 

charges against one whose ag8, and 

and usefulness, ought to afford some 

protection from such assaults. But no, 

Rev. Mr. Currie seemsto be endowed 
with a kind of bravado that incites’ and 

sustains him to an extent of offensive 
language ‘from which any other man 

would recoil. His tirades against a 

denomination and its ministers ought 

to be unnoticed. But there is some- 

thing due to the interests of truth, and 
the interests of truth require that the 
man who fo inexcusably trifles with 
those interests should himself be se- 
verely chastened. But neither Reason 
nor the Rod, it is to be suspected, will 

prove salutary to Rev, Mr. Currie. 
Procul O! proeul este profani, 

There was but one of three courses 

any writer disposed to contest the ci- 
tations of Wentworth—either to prove 
them to be fictitious, or distorted, or 

worthless. But, ‘strange as it may 
seem, Rev. Mr. Currie, mounted on his 

fiery pegasus, has been making a furi- 
ous charge in all these directions at 
one and the same moment, Returning 
from the field of conflict, he reports 
himself in Caesarian style, vens, vids, 
viet! Wonderful man! It will be 
difficult for the Wesleyan Conference to 
find a field broad enough for the devel- 

opment of his extraordinary capacities. 

In his reply to our brief notice of his 
first article will be found a specimen of 

his method of making quotations, 
Wentworth said, *¢ It would be ditlicult 
to produce from the periodical litera 
ture of the day another such jumble of 
ideas.” Rev. Mr. Currie quotes thus: 
“ Wentworth thinks * it would be diffi- 
cult to produce from the periodical 
literature of the day’ any attack upon 
the * Baptist belief’ like Rise Toad 4 
these articles.” Whew! He would 
have his redders believe that Went- 
worth pays him a compliment. Why 
is * Baptist belief” enclosed with the 
quotation symbols ? The phrase is not 
in our article. But for amalgams, 
called quotations, just wait awhile. 

Take another example. Wentworth is 
quoted thus: **. Proceed, Mr. Currie, 
but in the execution of your purpose be 
admonished. . . + Wentworth will fol- 
low closely on your path. . . . He will 
not spare you. . . . Mr. Currie must 
not complain if he is severely dealt 
with.” That is the quotation. Then 
Rev. ‘Mr. Currie says: * That Ana- 
baptist thunder has a tremendous rum- 
ble.” Ah, yes, but the gentleman was 

careful enough to extract “the Anabap- 
tist thunder” by garbling and suppres- 
sion —suggestio falsi et suppressio veri 

—and so the “tremendous rumble” is 
not heard by Wesleyan readers. Does 

Rev. Mr. Currie know the meaning of 
the word garble, and how honest men 

regard the writer who resorts to that 
vice in order to make an impression 
against an opponent? But let us not 
delude ourselves with the idea that any 
exposure of Rev. Mr. Curries tricks 
will produce a blush of shame in his 
stolid face. 

Five articles have appeared from 
the pen of our reviewer, in the Pro- 
vincial Wesleyan. The first carries 
in its caption a falsehood, and the false- 
hood is vigorously maintained in this 
and in every subsequent production 
ad finem. aptists ore denied the 
designation by which they are univer- 
ally known. The elegant vocabulary 
of Rev. Mr. Currie gives us * immer- 
sionists,” *immersionist thought,” 

“ immersionist argument,” *' immer. 
sioniet defence,” ** immersionist dog- 
ma,” * immersionist pulpit,” * immer- 
sionist stratagem,” * Anabaptists,” 

‘writers,” * Anabaptist 

care, by the wreck of the unfortunate 

| with them, in their vessel : a large and 

1 desire on the behalf of the widows 

press.” The vulgarity and venom of 
Rev. Mr. Currie are patent in his ap- 
pellatives, designed to asperse the 

people whom he hates, and to whom 
he delivers lectures on the subject of 
Christian Charity. Few things are 
more reprehensible in controversy than 
to deny to a denomination of christians 

who does this more than any other we 
ever knew, is Rev. Duncan D, Currie, 

a Wesleyan preacher, and a noisy de- 
claimer vn the- moral -excellence of 

Christian Charity. We might have 
used the terms Rhantists, Pedorhan- 
tists, Rhantism, Pourers, Sprinklers 

&e., and the terms would have been 
more true to language and logie, but 
none the less discotrteous to others 

and discreditable to us, But Baptists 
can endure Rev. Mr. Currie's slander 
ous appellatives if he can sustain the 
weight of odium which his discourtesy 
entails upon him, 

WENTWORTH. 

a rm cn cm 

For the Christian Messenger. 

Harirax, April 8th, 1871. 

Dear Editor,— 

Would you be so kind as to allow 
me to occupy a small space in the 
Messenger, for the purpose of acknow- 
ledging the kind and generous sympa- 
thy of these Christian friends; or P. 
E. Island, who have dongso much 
towards those poor widows and chil- 
dren left without husbands’ and fathers’ 

Schooner * Emeline” on her return 
from the Bay of Islands, Newfound- 
land, in January last. 

All the means that Captain Saville 
and my brothers possegsed they had 

very valuable cargo all of which was 
lost—thus leaving their families ina 
sad state of destitution. But many noble 
hearted friends have come forward and 
given them great assistance, for which 

and the rest of our families, to return 
them our sincere thanks. As it is out 
of our power.to thank them, personally, 
I shall take the liberty of Sit shan 
ing Rev. John Davis—Pastor of the 
Baptist Church, Charlottetown, and 
J. H.. Fletcher Esq, Editor of the 
“Island Argus” for the active part 
they have taken and through them 
to those ladies and gentlemen who 
(in Charlottetown and other parts of the 
Island,) have in any way rendered assis- 
tance to those afflicted ones, and taat 
the blessing of our Heavenly Father; 
the God of the widow and orphans, 
may rest upon them all for time and 
eternity is the prayer of your sorrow 
smitten 

Brother in Christ, 
Epwix Cray. 

a 

For the Christian Mcssenger. 

WOMEN’S MISSIONARY AID 
SOCIETIES. 

QUARTERLY REPORT OF THE NOVA 

SCOTIA AND P. E. ISLAND CENTRAL 

The Central Board, at their Quar. 
terly Meeting held on the 4th of April, 
instructed their Secretary to present to 
the Societies in Nova Scotia their views 
with regard to the disposition of the 
funds received by them since their ap- 
pointment. At their first meeting in 
October, 1870, $368,614 was received; 
at the next, in January, $90.50 ; while 
at the meeting in April $348.95 was 
sent in—making a total of $308.06§ for 
Nova Scotia and P. K. Island. The 
Treasurer of the Foreign Mission Board 
had received $102.25 from the New 
Brunswick Societies last ‘December, 
and probably another instalment ma 
have been forwarded this quarter, This 
will bring the income of our Societies 
up to $910,813 to this date. It has 
been “suggested that the Societies at 
the Convention to be held in Yarmouth 
next August, might be in a position to 
sustain Miss DeWolfe as well as Miss 
Norris, thus enabling the Foreign Mis- 
sionary Board to devote more of its funds 
to the maintenance of Native Preach- 
ers, §c. But to secure this object we 
must act with one mind, and be pre. 
pared to keep up our subscriptions to 
the present amount at least. 
The Becretary has had communica- 

tion with twenty-eight of the Societies 
formed in Nova Scotia, and it would be 
well if these would now seriously and 
prayerfully consider this matter, and 
when writing to the Secretary the next 
time a remittance has to be forward- 
ed, state the opinions and feelings of 

the friends respecting the proposed 

"In order to earry out the above obs Bloor 1 » Anabaptist LA 1 ap 3 J» | 

quired to raise $1000 aunually,—8400°a 
year for each of the Missionaries as 
stated salary, and $100 each for contin- 
gent expenses, such as a Native Teach- 
er, sickness, travelling, &e. 
We should feel grateful to the Pas- 

tors of those churches who have not 
yet formed any Women's Missionary 

‘their accepted desigiation. Ths man | Societies among themselves, if they 
would aid the good cause by bringing 
this matter before the attention of the 
sisters, 

M. R. Serpex, 
Sec'y Central Board. 

Falmouth —Miss Lizzie Harding..ee.o $6 00 
Canning,~Miss Sadie 8, Cogswell.vveee 3 25 
Truro,~Miss M. Fanlkner..eeveseenee 87 60 
Hillsburgh,~Mi88 S, Marshall .seaeeaaas 12 00 
Beaver Hiver,~Miss Gertie Raymond...10 00 
Canada West, ~*'Giver™., (ERA ARE LE EE EE ER) 3 00 

Clementsvale,~Mrs. Mary McNeil......14 00 
Bridgetown —Miss Jessie Chipmon..ives 6 00 
Hebron ,—M iss L. Churchill.ceuss TeRene 12 00 

Chegoggin, West Yarmouth,~Mrs. Matil- 
da Ry U] SO SONNE 4 LDN PR" LA EE ALJ 8 on 

Pine Grove, Wilmot,~Mrs. Jos, North..14 00 
Canso, -Mrs. A.W, Bigelow. seesesssen dD 25 

Amherst —Miss A. CutteDevesesss sanassl0 

po A Friend” sssovesvses cscs 5 00 

Hantsport,~Ma ja E. Armstrong. .v....32'75 
Cavendish, P. E. 1,,~Miss Emily Clark. 7 60 
Windsor, ~Rev, D. M. Weltoness.eeeas20 75 
Canard, Cornwallis, ~Miss J. D. Rand..12 25 

- Do. from 8. 3¢h00lissssssaes 8 0 
ire Aylesford, ~Mrs, E. H. M.. Read.. 4 50 
alifaz,~Granville Street Church, Mrs. 

I. D. King. coocos IER N BR] ar F DOIRRPRRpY | 35 

Halifax,~North Baptist Church, Mrs, 
Steele Tease EERE EE EN sassitesitheica NN 76 

The Christian Pessenger. 
Halifax, N. 8., April 12th., 1871. 

We regret that we have been unable 
to give the whole of * Wentworth's" 
letter in our present issue. The un. 
usual demands on our space have com. 
pelled us to defer the remainder, with 
several editorial and other articles 
also, till next week. 
We may just mention to those of our 

readers unacquainted with the Visitor, 
that the writer has for a number of 
weeks past been giving to the readers 
of that paper articles on the “ Testi- 
mony of Pedo-Baptist Witnesses.” 
Two or three weeks ago Rev. D. D. 

Currie, Wesleyan Minister, now at 
Fredericton, gave, in the Provincial 
Wesleyan, strictures on *Wentworth's” 
articles. As the J. Wesleyan cireu- 
lates in Nova Scotia as well as in New 
Brunswick, * Wentworth” thought his 
replies should have a place in the 
Messenger as well as in the Visitor, 
We have been tempted ourselves to 
offer some remonstrance against the 
utjerances of Rev. Mr. Currie, but 
prefer that it should be done by the 
writer of the articles himself. 

——————-r 

The communications on another 
pee from our venerable friend Judge 

arshall, will explain themselves. p> 
is not for us of course to question the 
wisdom of Rev. Dr. Pickard's decision 
respecting what he will insert in the 
Provincial Wesleyan, but as thero is 
notlling disrespectful in the Judge's 
letters, we see no objection to their 
insertion in our columus, 
ar a to 

Our object, as stated a week or two 
since in giving, the Kxposition, Ques- 
tions &c., of the Bible Lesson, on our 
4th page, was rather for the purpose 
of aiding parents and others in. ob- 
taining a thorough acquaintance with 
the portion of Scripture, so us to be 
able to give the instruction it con. 
tained to the children and young per- 
sons in their families, We are glad 
to find that another purpose is also 
being served by them. One of the 
Yarmouth Sabbath School teachers, 
Mr. J. B. Kinney writes :— 

* The Sunday School Lesson as arranged 
in the Messenger is very convenient and 
adds ouch value to the peer. We use it 
as n Lesson book in our Sunday School.” 

dotices, &r. 

WESTERN HOME MISSIONARY BOARD. 

There will (D. V.) be a meeting of the 
Western Home Missionary Board, at the 
residence of Deacon Chipman, Bri 
town, on Tuesday, the 18th of April, at 

2 o'clock, P. M. 
M. P. Frezuax, Sec'y. 
a  r——— 

ACADIA COLLEGE ATHENXUNM. 

The sixth. lecture of the course, before 
the Athonsum. will be delivered by J. B. 
Calkin, Eaq., M. P. P., on the evening of 
April 21st, in the vestry of the Baptist 
Chapel, Wolfville, commencing as ) 
o'clock, 
sumeer,—* OLiver Goupsurra.” 

W. A. Spinney, 
‘April Bth, 'T1. Cor. Sec. 

RECEIVED FROM WOMEN'S MISSION AID 
BOCIETIES. 

’ 

M. R. SzLoew, Sec. 
ject, we must calculate upon being re- 

infamous attempt made by the 

Pereaux,—Mrs. J. L. Sandford. $7 00] 7% 

hy ot 

LETTERS RECEIVED. 

Stetson Holmes, $4.50, GA. W. Free. 
man, Neq., $27.00. C. A. Hammond, §2, 
E. J. well, HsR, Cunrvinghaw, Esq., 
$2.80. M, Kinsman, $4. Rev. W. 5, 
McKenzie, W. J. Gates, 1 sub.—§10, 

r J. K. @ent. -C. Kcunedy. A. P, 
Shand, 1 sub,” Rev. P. F. Murray. © 
Y. Snell. Rev. 8, W. DeBlois. "J, 8. 

Rev. KE. O. Read. B. L. Tel Witter, 
fer, $5. W. A. Spinney. Rev. J. A, 
Stubbert, $4. Rev. 3, F. Kemptom. Rev, 
& “oh Foshay, G. C. Brown, $4.50, 

bom rn —— = = = 

Mews of the Week, 
POLITICAL. 

—— 

The candidates for the coming election 
on behalf of the Opposition in Halifax are 
named : P. C. Hill, M. B. Daly and John 
Geddes, Esqrs. 
The Government candidates, according to 

the Morning Chronicle; are William Garvie, 

John Flinn and Donald Archibald Esqrs, 

but the Abstainer has Hon. Jas. Cochran 
instead of John Flinn, Esq. 

It is said the Elections will come off at 

an early day, protably before the end of 

May. It is supposed that the Hon. Attor 

ney General will be appointed to the Pro- 

thonotaryship, vacant by the death of the 
late J. W. Nutting, Esq., (Mr. Nutting's 
son has filled the office #ince Lis father's 
death). The Witness says ‘Mr. Garvie 
is to succeed to the Attorney Generalship, 
and Mr. Smith, of Liverpool, who had the 
promise of the Attorney Generalship is to 

accept the Commissiovership of Crown 

Lands, Mr, Fairbanks is to be appointed 

Clerk in the Crown Lands office at a salary 

of $1200. Such at least is the talk.” 

the measures of the Local Government, 
from whom he received his appointment, 

resigned his seat in the Legislative Council 

a few dnys before the close of the Legisla. 
ture. 

lized a large amount of the attention of 

politicians during the past weck, Its 
first development was by a letter in the 
Morning Chronicle on Monday from Mr. 

P. McNab,—son of the lon. Jumea McNab, 

well known in the Nova Scotia political 

world for many years past,—stating that 

Dr. Wickwire had sought to induce his 

father to vote against the Government 

measures in the Legiélative Council, by the 
offer to him (Peter McNab)of a situation at 

$700 a year under the Dominion Govern 

Here is the letter : 

Havrirax, N, 8, 1st April, 1871. 

Mg. EpiTOR,~ 
Dear Sir,—I feel it my duty to call the 

attention of the public to an outrageous and 
ominion 

Government, through their agents in Halifax, 
to tamper with one of the oldest members of 
the Legislative Council. 
Onl haraday svaning, 80th March, about 

9 o'clock, Dr. Wickwire, a person of whom 
I know very little except that he has certainly 
proved himself anything but a gentleman, 
called at the residence ot my father, the Hon. 
James NcNab, and desired to see me, stating 
that if the Hon. James McNab could be per- 
suaded to remain at home when the Govern- 
ment wished to pass their measures through 
the Council, a lucrative Dominion appoint- 
ment should be given to me. 1 was as- 
tounded at this person's audacity, but, deter- 
mined to see to what extent his impudence 
would carry him, I made an appointment 
with him for the following morning. Mean- 
while I laid the matter betore my father,who 
was almost speechless with indignation at 
the idea of such an atrocious insult being 

offered him, After consulting with my 
friends, it was agreed that I should keep the 
appointment with Dr. Wickwire, in order 
that I might, if possible, ascertain from 
whom the disgraceful offer emanated, and 
circumvent the outrageous, disreputable 
ra for carrying the coming elections by 
ribery and fraud, to the utter ruin of the 

political liberty of the Province, Subse- 
quently the following documents were hand- 
ed to me, which speak ‘for themselves, and 
which I hasten to lay before the public as 
soon as possible :— 

No. 1. 
“OrTAWA, 81st March, 1871, 

To Dr. W. N. WickwWIRE, 
"Your telegram received. Anything Hill 
engages to do I will carry out. 

. Cuarses Turesn. 

No. 2. 
Havirax, 8lst March, 1871. 

ment. 

Dear Sir, 
I will guarantee you a situation under the 

Dominion Government, in Halifax, worth at 
least $700 per annum, if you will carry out 

the arrangements which you and Dr Wick- 
wire have arranged, 

M. B. Davr. 
Peter McNab, Esq, 

» i. No. 8. 
’ r Sir, ‘ 
The from Dr. Tupper to Dr. 

Wickwire just’ heen shown to us, in 
which Dr; Tupper states that he will car 
out Any Arran pens made by Mr. Hill with 
you. Mr. Hi just now absent from the 
city, but Mr. , we understand, arranges 
the master referred to with you for Mr. 

Hill immediately on 
any agreement Mr. 

rati 
Daly shall make wi 

Yours “y 
~ 'D. McN: Panxss. 

J MoDoNaLp. 

Hon. Wm. Stairs, unwilling to sustain 

The Perer McNaB AFraIR has’ monupo= 
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