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- €IHNA VIEWED A8 A MISSION
I“lbLD'

BY J W. DOX\GLEY, ACADIA COLLEGE.

A ot

( Concluded. )

They are quite ignorant of the condition
and circumstances of Western countries,
and th :refore wholly unable % appreciate
the latter's superior enlightenment, attain-
ments” in science, and zcal in commerce.
« What,” say they, *‘are these worth mn
eomparison with the wisdom of our ancient
writings " And their minds are so well
constituted for indulgence in feelings of
solf-sufficiency, that they never tuke the
pains to examine and anscertain the com-
parative merits of other and more enlight-
ened countries. Thus it seems painfully
evident that although having, by reason of
immense population and gross errors in

Tt —

*mornls and religion, the highest claim to

Missionary labor, and presenting at once to
the world an unlimited field for Missionary
operations, yet China possesses fewer at-
tractions, and very many more grave obsta.
cles, in the way of Missionary work, than
any other nation of idolaters,

But this ecannot surely be consistently
nor justly urged as a plea for the avoiding
of effort for Chinese redemption. By no
means ; just the contrary. 1t is painful to
sce the creeping in of selfishness and the
lower features of our nature even in matters
of such an-clevated and divine a character as
Christian missions, It is a sad fact that
many in authority in the Church are guid-
ed very often in their plans and cfforts by
a consideration of sclf-ease, or perhaps it
may be more leniently interpreted, short-
sighted views of politieal® economy, as it
were. For instance, some declare China
an unintersting fleld, and the Chinese ah
urintercsting people, and #o pass them by
in their symputhies, in their labors, and in
their prayers, as did the Levite and Jew
pass by the man who had fallen among
thieves. Judgiig by the standard present-
ed in the Holy Seriptures, should Mission
ary candidates decline going to China be-
eause it is an uninteresting field? Should
Missionary Societies decide rot to send re-
cruits to Chinn because its people are an
an unattractive people, but send them to
some o'her country wmore attiactive, and
perhaps already specially interested in the
doctrines and principles of Christianity ?
On the contrary, the very obstacles which
impede the rapid reception of the Gospel
there, constitutes indeed, when properly
considered, one of the most powcerful reus
sons why the work should be earried for-
ward with an energy commensurate with
the momentous intercsts involved, A mem-
ber of & Christian Church once observed at
& Missionary meeting that ** it was hard
for him to pray for the Chinese, they were
#0 bigoted . nd superstitious.” Poor man!
Though compaatively an emotionless and
unattractive people, did not Jewus die to
redeem the Chinese as well us ‘other hea-

thens? Did he ever intimate that excessive

lnwtry and superstition made the conver-
sion of a nation almost hopeless, and la-
bors among its people nlmost useless?
How long wust the Church wait for a great-
er intcrest in the Gospel among the Chi-
nese? Will the Chinese Empire ever be-
come the Lord's harvest-field without the
faithful use of appropriate means? These
are considerations which demand of Chyis-
tian men sowething besides cool indiffer-
ence? -

Altogether this work of Mumunu is a vast
matter. It is, after all, the grand problem
of the day. It is wider and fur beyond evs
ery other enterprise we cun think of, and
now is just the time to push it forward, for
the simple but all sufficient reason that it is
now, And to Christienize China is the
greatest work, requiring the most gigantic
efforts of them all,

‘Relerence hag already been made to the
necessity of sending missionaries to China,
This opons up an interesting consideration
in referencé to the Missionary enterprise,
Perhaps, though a little wider than my
cnbject it way not ’,ut of place to give
“ita moinéut's no icel” There ure twelve or
more pwﬂ now accessible to the Missionary
enterprisa. Of these, in 1805, six were
entirely destitute, In 1838 there were
eighty-scven ordained Protestant mission-
aries in the six remaining ports, or an av,
erage of one Missionary for. be/ween fnw
and five millions of people. Tn 1805, e
cording to the Mluiowy Dircetory, 187
werg in the figld, But these numbers in-
clude fewales, One man attending to the
postoral wants of two millices of biguted

Idoladers, most of all renounomi, ¢ all idon of
entering heaven, are engaged in laying up
for themsclves, acooxdmg to their own ac-
tuo.l view, ¢ treasures in lell,” It seems
to me, iu view of these fucts and figures,
that Christians in England and America
should give more attention to these foreign
ficlds, even at the expense ¢f home work.

~ I consideration of the {immense CONtIMET

between the number of men preaching the
Goepel in these Christian lands, and those
luboring in distant countries, I am inclined
to favor the idea of the total abolishment of
Home Missionary Societies and the conogn-
tration of all our energics, for & number of
years at least, on the foreign field, The
lands we seek to Christinnize are fertile
and adapted to enterprise, wealth and pro-

gresy, - Give them the gospel, and they
will soon become prosperous and flourish-
ing, and begin themselves to take steps for
tho support of the Gospel. Even now
many communities, formerly heathen, are
contributing, handsome sums for the sup-
port of native workers, Late accounts dig
cover & growing disposition in these con-
verted Pagans to devote a portion of their
goods towards the spread and establishment
of Christianity, We need a vigorous dash
in this direction, that some grand, surpris.
ing result may speedily appear to the satis-
faction and joy of the Christian Church.
When Gregory desired to evangelize Lriton,
“he did not dole out now and then a solitary
Missionary to fight for in esistence alone
and forlorn, but he sent forty good men,
under the leadership of one of Rowe's most
zenlous champions of the Cbristian faith,
—and these to a country of only a
little over one million of inhabitants.
The result was manifest in the speedy con-
version of the whole Island. Weo want ten
times as many men_in the field, and then
we may confidently expect results a thou-
sandfold more important, - . .

Agnin, mention was made at the begin-
ning of this paper of certain important de-

velopments now in progress in reference to |

the Chinese. 1 refer to the flood of Chi.
nese emigration to the United * States,
Some may be :ble to deduce certain ideas
or foreshadow certninxesults in reference to
this peeuliar circwmstance ; others will
take opposite views, Some see in this a
rare and providential opportunity of bring-
ing these bigoted idolaters under the influ-
ence of the Christian religion, Of course
we must not undertake to form very decided
opinions in reference to such movements,
the ultimate designs of which we are not
able fully to comprehond ; but it seems to
me that even this result would be bought at
too dear n price by the United States. I
am inclined to believe, und many of the
most enlightened of Americun statesmen
have alrendy given expression to a similar
‘opinion, that the continuance of this immi-
gration will vesult in the overthrow of the
customs, eivilization and religion, and
wbuso tho position of the laboriog classes
of the country.

I have thus endeavored to put all these
various questions in reference to the Chi-
nese ina fuir light, neither degrading their
‘character below its just lével, norelevating
it higher than is actually true, This is »
great wge. All the world—Europe, Asia
and America—scem to be the scene of con-
stant changes and rapid developments, We
know not what a day may bring forth,
The Chinese arve attracting, to an unusual-
ly great extent, the attention of all coun-
tries. They are passing thiough one of
their transition periods, and all the know-
ledge we can gather in respect to their con-
dition only tends to impress us more for-
cibly of the necessity of praying, working,
toiling for their redemption, O what @
blessed change would be wrought in the
world if the hills of Asin wore resonant
with the voice of the Gospel and the songs
of Zion—if China, with her teeming mil-
lions, had come to a knowledge of the Sa-
viour, and an appreciation of his glorious
character. This mattér comea home tous.
Brethren, shall we pray for the Chinese?
Shall we feel an undying interest in their
precious and immortal souls? Shall we

their salvation? Shall we deny ourselyes,
wiid suffer privations for the sake of

them and their conversion? Shall we let
our volce be heard in the world in thelr be-
half'? ©, if by one powerful tion we
conld mtﬂ an t wn idow of Chi-
nese wre ~ deplorable wretched-
nass ; if we sould but cateh a faint echo of
the groans of the lost and ‘mlnhing souls,
wbu d not our hesrts be stirred, our ener-

uound and our elforts put forth in

r hohulf? O, my dear brethren, in all

our plans and pur poses in this life, let us
mr-(pn have in th fu‘rful ocondi-
mu n Chipese endeavor faith-
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nhombrlhclr
‘ghguﬂ and conversion 0

put forward all veasonsble exertions for
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DR. SAWYER’'S LECTURE,

-

On Friday evening last the members of
Acadin Athensmum had the pleasure of lis-
tening to their esteemed President for the
firet timo in the capacity of public lecturer.
The subject chosen hy the learned Doctor

very strong interest, as 1 think it would
not be exceeding the truth toaffirm that
Wordsworth has not of late held a very
high place as poet in the cstimation of mest
men. Critics have pronounced: him *‘hea-
vy,” moet general readers find him dull ;
some regard him as lacking in imagination
and intensity of genius, But it was evi-
dent before the Doctor had spoken many
entences thiat he was thoroughly in love
with his subject, and meant to ask for no
charity or consideration in dealing with his
character and merits. T will attempt to
give a brief sketch of the lecture, though it
really was so compressed, and contained
such an unusual absence of superfluities,
that nothing save entire publication would
give a just idea of the whole.

The Life of Wordsworth reaches through
an unusually protracted period—from 1770
to 1850, At the time of his birth, Grey
and Goldsmith had established their places
in liternture, and were near the close of
their lives. Cowper was in the midst of
his life and work. Burns was a lad of 11,
Johnston, Hume, Gibbon and Biitke were
at work in their respective spheres. Near
ly of the same age as Wordsworth, com-
peting with him for public favor in the
same dopartment of literature, and sharing
with him, in greater or less degree, the
rewards of successful effort, were Scott,
Coleridge, Campbell, Southey, Rogers,
Bowles, Hogg und Landor ; to which might
be ndded nearly as many more names of
persons more or less distinguished in spe-
cial depnrtments of poetry. These three
men, who were born after Wordsworth, en-
tered the University, and finished their
‘work while he was still in his prime, made
for themselves permanent places in tho an-
nals of English Literature—Byron, Shelly,’
| und Keats, These names are enough to
show that our Poet was obliged to competo
with men of obility and culture, and if he
achieved suocess, it was awarded to him by
men who knew how to appreciate great-
ness, In the eighth decade of his life he was
like the sweet-voiced Nestor in the Grecian
camp before Troy, of whom Homer suys:
** During his life two generations of articu-
lately-speaking men have perished--and he
was among the third.”

Wordsworth was born in Camberland on
the Derwent, in the north of England. At
cight years of age he removed to a Gram-
mar School, where he receivel his academi-
cal education, When seventeen years of
age he entered 8t. John's College, Cam-
bridge. He was a fair soholar when he en-
tered the Umversity, He evinced an un-
willingness to submit to the enforced re-
straint of college study., Others, the Doc-
tor very pointedly remarked, may imitate
him in this who will imitate «
great man in no other respect. He may
have owed much to his colloge life, Here
he eould gain a knowledge of books, a fa-
miliarity with classical models, and enjoy
association with men of various abilities.
He also became acquainted with rural
scenes and rustic people.  He was suhject
also to thoee influences which surround ev-
ery seat of learning. Walks, groves, mem-
ovies and associations—all exeiting and
edueating influences. 1le made u pedes-
trian tour to the continent during u vaca-
tion in his last college ycar, and took his
first degree when he was twenty-one.

He had already decided to make poetry
his pursuit for lifs, He spent the next
few years in studying his art and becoming
aoquainted with the world, In the account
of hix mental lifo, given in ¢ The Prelude,"
he notices especially his residence in Lon-
don. Like all other young wmen, ho en-
Joyed the cpportunity of taking the measure
of men and things, Want, and the lose of
rural scencs, sent him from the great city,
snd he wade w home for himself in the
West of England,  Whilo residing bero he
fist bepame noguainted with  Coleridge.
This was destined to have an important
influence on our Poet, He recoived about
this time & logacy of £000 from & friend, by
which he was raised above immediate want
and had leisure for his chosen pursuit,

Coleridge, who had already made some
ventures in poetry, drow  Wordsworth to
himeelf a8 & congenial spirit. ' They stu-
died, discoursed and planned together. They |
agreod to produce a volumne uf short poews
together, O.-wae to write the pieccs huving
pernatural and romantio elements, and
W. compositions exhibiting variows scoucs of |
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common hfe The book wae publwlwd in
1828, and uncercmoniouely condemned by
reviewers and critice. But the Poet, pos-
sessing his ®oul in patience, went into
Germany. Returninz: soon, he prepared a
new edition of his book, and manfully de-
fended his work.

Soon after he preparad ** The Prelude,”

- might not - secm to  he-caleulated to evoke |-a poem tracing the. gnmth of his mind.

This he dedicated to his friend Coleridge.
How much Wordsworth owed fo this
friend it is dificult to detormine. Cole-
ridge was more versatile and brilliantly
imaginntive—more of a ereative genius,
commanding foree of epirit. He possessed
keener insight and greater stores ot learn-
ing, but withal buoyant and facile to all
ciroumstances. He ocould play like o
child and talk like Plato. Wordsworth
talked and played like a philosopher. His
massive mind needed to be quickened by
the electrical influences of the great magi-
gian. And he had wrought so much un.

‘der these influences. But he could hardly

tell when he was moving by hisown energy
and when from impulse reccived from his
other self.

After the publication of this poem, for
nearly forty years, he continued to live
and work in this neighborhood. At first
his works were not popular. Still his ad-
mirers were increasing. Literary people
came to see hiwm, and were charmed by his
simple habita and true manliness, Little
by little he conquered for himself a place
among the wasters of his sphere of work.
On the death of Southey, in 1848, the
Government, as a mark of respent for his
acknowledged abilities, appuinted him
Laureate!

So, having for many yoars emoynd the
affection and respect of the wise and good,
for whom he had patiently and mnobly
tailed, he died in the Spring of 1850, Hia
body was laid to its rest in the churchyard
of Grosmere, under a yew which his own
hand had planted, and amidet the sconery
of lake, valley and mountain to which he
had been so ardently attached.

The lessons we may derive from his lile
are importand. It teaches the value of
well divected industry, llo was always at
work, and work tells,. We must admive,
tov, his good temper nnd kindness of heart
awidet all his persecutions. We have no
instance of his ever indulging in revenge
or spleen or envy, Ie made it the aim of
his life to keep himeell iu tone for all the
enticemeonts and harmonies of Nature,

The charactevistics of his poetry are—
Fivet, His subjects. These he designedly
selected largely from comwmon things. lle
believed the elements of true poetry were
found in the incidents of real life. He
preferred to depict the gentler affections
and emoticne, and took for his study the
lives of cowmmon people right about him
and the scenes associnted with them, This
was the oceasion of most of the ridicule to
which Wordsworth was subject. He
wished to be true to nature, and was
deemed prosaic by readers whose tastes had
been stimulated by the. artificial and pas-
-slonate,

Woidsworth believed that poetio lan-
guage was ** the language of real men in a
state of vivid sensation.” This idea has
been much eriticized, and Colevidge affirm-
ed that Wordsworth triumphed as & poet
by disregarding his own theory, But not-
withstanding that some passages from W,
invite oritiviem in this relation, yet on the
whole he isa model in the uee of language,
and can always be studied with profit,
tle hus been called the Quaker nmong poets,
bat it might porhaps be well tor the multi-
tudes who are pleused with the gaudy and
duzsling style ol more popular writers to

a puver and truer taste.

Another peculiarity of his works is that they
endeavor to show the predominunee of sowe,
partioular faculty or affection. He takes
great paine, for instance, to indicate the
difference between Fanoy and lmagination,
This feature helps we to understand his
works,

W. io his writings gives great meaning to
the nouns and verbs, Where you get the
words you wust pause, Oonstruct the soene

and feel the view of it,  This requires work
and that is not an element of populurity in
» Book.

He was excellent in the Sonnet—perhaps
the buest in English Literature. **The excur-
sion ** is his grentest work, but we have not
time to examine it. It was & continuntion
of the * Prelade " and has been called a
¢ grand Outhedral anthom."

In conclusion, Wordaworth's work s
not yet done. His writings bave the
eloments of immortality in them. There
will always be some who love the woun-

tain, the foreat and the vlm—-vho love
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i the homes of the lowly—the homes of
' Andrew, and ' Nathaniel, and Mary, and
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study this author as & means of cultivating -

_hamlet—there will always be some such

mn  feel the poetry in them ; some who
will feel the quiet but mighty enchantments
f Nature and - Nature's childeen—who
mll feel the power of God always present
in the affuize of men, and the benedictions?
of Religion so gently distilling on city and

, Who will rise up from generation to gene-
ratmn to perpetunte the acclamation—All
hail to the ever-living Wordsworth !

This lecture was highly appreciated by

! the students of the College, whose confi-

dence, respect and affection, Dr. Sawyer
has been abundantly sueccesful in wining
since his assumption of his present posi-
tion as president. S.
Acacdia College, April 3rd.
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-~ REPLY TO THE REV. MR.
' SOMMERYVILLE.

Dear Brother,—

Mr, Sommerville's letter in your last
calls for a reply. I will endeavor to te as
brief us pouiblo, and not mix up other
matters in my rvemarks. any farther than
appears to be absolutely neccssary.

1. 1 aw happy to becorrected respecting
the Denomination to which Dr. Carson be-
longs. But [ regret that his being a Bap-
tist does not prove that he canvot be mis-
taken, and so misrepresent, under the
blieding influence of prejudice, the peoplo
upon whoso heresies he descants, 1 have
heard Mr. Sommerville complain that he
himself has been misrepresentod even by
Baptists. I have sometimes thought that
[ too have had cause of complaint from
the same source. And [ have proof posi-
tive in the article before me that Mr. Som.
merville has sndly misrepresented me—all
‘anwittingly I hopo, but he has done &0
nevertheless, And by what he has said of
Dr. Carson’s book 1 am compelled to be-
lieve that the Plymouth Brethrem would
also afirm of Dr. (s, book that ho had
misropresented them, 1 am pretty well
acquainted with the dootrinal sentiments
of the Plymouth Brethren, and uccording
to Mr. 8", statements that book misveprs-
sents them., But I am glad to be corrected
on ove point,

2. 1 beg to say that my * decided’ dis
like” to said book was not taken without
grounds, nor ‘‘merely beouuse [ **took
such dislike ™ as Mr. 8. intimates. My
vwdecided dislike ™ is based upon na extend=
ed and glowing Review from the able pen
of the Rev. Wm. Sommerville! Pray,
if that was nothing, if we cannot form
some judgment of & literary work from
an extended review and a warm recom-
wendation, then why waste paper and
time in writing or reading Reviews? Mr.
S. praised the book. He did more. He

| told us what ‘it contained, From this |

infer that it is a pour book, abounding in
error and misrepresentation, u book that 1
veed not read, a book that would do neither
we nor any one else any good; and I
earncstly pray that it may have few
purelinsers, and fower readers,

If the Presbyterinns and Baptists are
heretics on the great fundamental doce
trines ot the gospel, then, not utherwise,
are the Plywouth Brothren herctics, so
far as 1 can leurn from their own state-
wments, their own writings, und their own
express summaries of gospel trath. 1 am
sorry they should be wisunderstood and
misrepresented, I am sorry that many
other bodies and individuals wre in this
rospect like them.

There is no question that absard and
contradictory and wnorthudox expressions
way be culled from their writings by o
diligent ** heresy hunter,” and more espe-
cially when euch expressions are wrenched
from their cosnection.  But is it fair to do
this? My eyos und my wewmory have
served we badly if | have not vead some
things written by the venerable brother,
whoso letter | am commeunting upon, thas
would not bear sanctunry weight, & * *

I van nssure Mr, Sommerville thas
“wMr., R, would not excuse the lying
and hypocericy of any one, un any ucoount
whatever, But suppose somo zealous Bap-
tist, or some ** old Kirk Doctor,"" wero W0
attack the ** Reformed Presbytevians,” or
supposing some woithy ¢ Cameronian,”
say T, Western Cornwallis, were to some
ou%mt the Baptists, would it think
you, be a very difficalt thing to find canes

and practice among the peoplo attacked ?
But as [ am defending and not altacking
(belligerents almost always pload thas
they are simply standing on the defensive),
I am not, on the present oceasion, | think,

oulled on to say all the bad things 1 koow

N Yyt

of gross inconsistency between profession




