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THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.
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Visirs to the continent of Europe are be-
coming much more common among Knglish-
wen than formerly. An English minister
having & month’s vacation gives in the
Christian  World a lively account of his
three Sundays there. Some of our readers
may have seen & description of the Passion
Play of Ober-ammergau, but as we do
not remember having had it in our columns

before, we copy it from this account of a-

recent visit to that distant village in Cen-
tral Europe :—
SUNDAYS ON THE CONTINENTS.

-——

SUNDAY ONE.~~0OBER-AMMERGAU.

We were glad enough to get away.
School boys throw up their caps when
holiday-time comes, and hard-worked min-

isters may be excused some exuberance of

feeling and expression when the last ser-
mon is preached, and the morrow inaugu-
rates & month's freedom. Especially il
they anticipate such a trip as we enjoyed.
Excited by the glowing descriptions and
pictures in Gilbert and Churchill’s adwir-
able work on ** The Dolomite Mountains,”

we resolved to spend our summer holiday
wanderiog in tha' splendid but little-
travelled Austrian district. But to get
there was the first consideration, Leaving
London on the Monday, we reached the
quaint old town of Basle on Tuesday even-

ing' Monrories return to us of grand

glimpm-s of the Rhine with the light of

early uorning upon it; also of passing a
company of German artillery returning
from the war all trivel-stained and sun-
bronzed, the cannon and horses decorated
with testoons and bright little flags, We
also. remewmber being left behind by the
train at one station (Bingen), and taking
a eab and catching it at the next. (Mem,
~—Cabs in Germany beat trains, theielore
always travel by cah:) Aflter a -welcome
night’s rest ut Basle, we spent some hours
the next day at toe-Rhine Falls, which we
have no intention of describing. . The effect
is just unspenkable.  You want to be silent
as iu some wighty presence, where speech
One of our
compunions having expressed the extraordi-
nary and infatuated wish to stay and
“drink it all in,"" we thoaght it time to
leave Neuhausen, and proceed to Constance,
Here we ealmed our winds by climbing, in
the dusk of the evening, to thie top of the
Cathedral tower, much to the amuzement
of thie ra; gzged old sex on who lives there,
and who had evidently made himsellscom-
fortable for the night,

would be an impertinence,

We cannot say we
thought much of the view,
see 1l

for we did not
Up Lake Constance to - Lindau, on
by train to lmmenstadt, was our next etfort
—grand pine Lvests, snow-clad mountains,
exquisite lakes, vast and richly<eultivated

valleys, puss belore the mind like a gor-

‘geous  panorama over which we must not

linger.  Leaving the rail, we took the
omutbus vy a hittle village ealled Sontholen
Pereiing ourselves on the top, those within
tremtled lor their sifety, dreading lest the
outsi les should suddenly beeome the in
8ides,  The lamps of the street reminded
us very fureibly that passengers are not
expected up 8o high in the world, We
reachied an hotel at which we could find no
trace ol any Englishman before us, and
ceitvinly the willage wus considerably ex-
cited hy vur pencetal invasion.  The dark-
oess having wade walking impossible, we
sat outside our hotel, to the great amaze-
ment of sowme filty Bavarian peasants, whu
evidently regarded us a8 a new kind ol
harmless animal  I'he young women were
very carious (when ave they not?) about
the texture of our puggarvees, and so we
prsied round our hats for publie examina-
tion, Presently we sung the National
Authew, and the villagers immediately
swarnied from theiv houses, and flocked
ahout us, listening to our unpretentious
wusie,  Such rapid popularity was more
than we anticipated, Not contented with
our first performsnoe, they domanded ano-
ther song, nud 80 we made Sonthofen echo
with ** Howe, sweet home,” ** Auld Lang
Syne,” ¢ Partant pour la Syrie,” und several
anthems and hymuos, to the erowded stroet’s
vapturous - debghe. We then persunded
Chem tosing us ** The Wateh on the Rhiioe,’
A sildier just returned from the war-stood
on the hotel steps and led the rest, who
sang with vigoue that stirring national war-
ton:.: We then gave three lusty En:lish
cheers for United Germany, nud our eoncert
ended, and we left the villagers, doubtless
wondering at the ececntricity of Englishmen,
Driving towards [pmsbruck the following
day, we leurut that at our next halting
Pll\.ov Reutte, we should he within thirty

wiles of the nuw ﬁ\muus village 0( Oher-

. Aminergau,

Mt of the readers of the Culumw
Wonren will know thet this is the place io

through -seenery of ~ the noblest charicter,

“attraction,

the anurlan llughlands where tlmt. reunrk-
able Passion Play is performed, ot which
80 many eloquert descriptions have been
written during the last few monthe. For
some of us the temptation was too strong,
and we resolved to spend Sunday there.
We travelled by omnibus the whole of
Saturday for the ridiculously small sum of
three shillings and fourpence, passing

which-excited perpetually new admiration
at every. turn, until, having exhausted all
our largest epithets, we were forced into
wondering silence. At one place we saw a
splendid hart that had just been shot,
carried down a lake in a boat by a Tyrolean

Jager.  Avother time a vulture swooped

and sailed over our heads with that elegant
strength that is only to be deseribed as the
poetry 6f motion, For milesand miles we
Jogged through the magnificent pine forests
of Ammergau, stopping for refreshment at
a Jager-house, where about forty huuters
dressed in the picturesque costume of ‘the
district were congregated,and a large num-
ber of peasantry and priests on their way
to &ce the Passionspiel. Reaching Oter-
Ammergau we were fortunate enough to
obtain lodgment in the house of a very
genial Pharisee, who treated v & as guests,
and did not afterwards éuter his uﬁ.ulnllty
as an item in the bill. The village is em-
bosomed in mountains ; every cottage looks
neat and clean, and is frescoed on the
exterior with paintings of scenes from
sacred hiamry Having secured seats for

mmhmg the pwturcsqne effects produced
by the differenit national -costumes, and
amused by the anxiety “of the constant
gtream of visitors, especially the all-import.
ant Englanders,
for the night.

to secure aceommodation

Next morning bed had no
Service nt the church com-
menced at 8ix o’clock, at which the actors
assemble to prepare themselves for the-
solemn engagements of the day. The play
also was v begin punctually at eight. For
the information of any who are not ac-
quainted with the facta, we may state that,
more than 200 years ago Ober-Ammergan
was afflicted with a Plague by which many
died. The monks of Ettal, a neighbouring
monastery, now a hrewery, induced the
inhabitants to make a vow to perform the
Passion of our Lord every- ten years, and
tradition affirms that from that duate nota
villa_er died of the yestilence. The vow
has been religiously kept from that time to
this, and one year in ten, every Sunday
from May till September, the play is acted

Whatevér opinio imay be entertained as to
the desirability of such a ‘performance, only
one impression 18 left on the spectators’
mind, viz,, that the actors themselvis are
mainly influenced by religious motives, and
throughout the whole there is not a gesture
that ean  shock the most sensitively pious
mind, Ve ourselves wended our way to
the theatre that beautiful Sund.y morning
with conflicting emotions, Euger to sce
what is 8o remurkable and vnique, we yet
drended lest art should overstep the hounds
of reverence or that reverence should he
ignored inart.  Arrived at the huge wouden
shed, we fouud it rapidly filling, until,

when the gun fired, indicating the tiwe
for comniencement, almost eveiy ™ was
occupied hy a respeetable, expectant, re-
ligi s audicnce. To eonvey iny adequate
impression of that eight hours perfurmance
is nhsolutely impossible. No  writing,
however vivid or eloquent, can do it justice,
To be understood it must be scen. It con-
sisted of tableaux vivants representing Old
Testament scenes, such s ** The Expulsion
from Eden” and ¢ The Lilting ap of the
Serpent in the Wilderness” as types of  the
New~ Testament revelation, alternated with
the acting of the scenes of the pission it-
self.  "T'he Lutter comsisted of a ehronilogi-
eal and congistent harmony of the nurra-
tives of the four Evangelists. One fact
was peculiarly striking —that in the midst
of & Roman Catholie populatiop the Gospel
history should, with one trifling excer tion,
he literally adhered to.  Traditions of the
Chureh bhave no place in the representas
tion,

Nuturally the chiel interest centres 1n the
wan who performs the part of the Clirist.
When he firstappears tue silence of strained
expectation is almost pamtul, e is seen
riding into Jerusalem on an ass, clothed in
the purple robe, accompinied hy the twelye
disciples, and surronnded hy aw enthusinstic
orowd of sume 300 men, women, and ehil-
dren, shouting ** Hosanna ™ wid- upre.-ding
their elothes in the way, The scenic effect
of the procession as it moves slowly on
the stage, with the sun flashing on the rich
Oriental costumes, is most thrilling, In
the whispered anger of scribes and priests
is suggested the comwencement of u plot

-

“even—when-heo takes the Divinest words

‘that wnll end in the Crumﬁan. But we |

fix our eyes upon the Christ until it reems |
as though 1,800 years have rolled away,
and we are in the veritable pres nee of |
[lim who came to redeem the world., let
not the reader be startled. It is the act.
ual impression, and we cannot throw it off.
And from the first act to the last, through |
all the most painful and awlul scenes, and

upon his lips, there is nothing to offond the
most delicate feeling. The man bears him-
sell with a beautiful, dignified repose, a
patient regignation, a sweet, natural su-
periority that is absolutely marvellous,
We sit spell-bound, and yield oursclves to
the influences of the sncred story so truly
told. As the tragedy proceeds it is pain.
ful beyond endurance, The scene in Geth-
semane, the cruel Betrayal, the Mocking
and Scourging, the Cross-bearing, the
Crucifixion, the Descent frfom the Cross,
awaken the tenderest sympathies that often
find utterance in tears,

Look Y&)llll(l, and
see how the grand old Gospel n rrative
appeals with equal power ** to men of al-
most every nation under heaven.” P«‘l‘lmps
the most effective scene is the sad procession
to Calvary. The Christ, surrounded by
Roman soldiers, jeering priests, und the
general rabble, is descried staggering under
a heavy cross, exhadsted hy the ecruel ex

perience of the 'ast few hours ; and as that
group - issues {rom one of the sireets ol
Jerusalew. it is suddenly faced by another
group from an opporite dircotion—Mary,
the wmother, nccompanied by the Magdalene
and other disciples, -She beholds  the suf-
falling back into the
arms of her friends, her agonising cry, al-
most shriek,

fering Jesus, and,

“ My son, wmine own loved
son,’’ rings throughout the place, and cvery
Yead is bowed in irrepressible sobs and
tears. We then knew, for the first time,
what the prophecy meant—** Yeu, a sword
shall pierce through thy own soul aleo.’
Other scenes we must not deseribe,  Among
the grandest. pieces of artistic acting was
that of the Judas. T'tre pssion of uvarice,
the struggle with conscience, the steady
growth of evil purpose, the final hesitation,
the terrible remorse, the madness of des-
pair, “were depicted with a foree and
vividness possible only to genius of- tlu
highest kind,

The man does nag-act Judas—he is that
apostate disciple himself.  So~ we sat for
eight short hours through the Sunday,
ever and anon finding relief from excessive
emotion by looking out upon the dalm
mountains and green, sun-lit slopes, and

k. pem\ ns, -

Secrct.nry will convey an idea of its opera-
tions, ¢ It appears that the number of

| missionaries employed during the past year

was 46. These missionaries have preached
the Gorpel salvation at 122 stations, to con-
gregitions averaging, »n the whole, 9,676
persons. They have unitedly preached
4,501 rermons, made 8,05+ pastoral visits,
travelled 50,000 miles, and baptized 258
The -total membership of the
Mission Churches aided is 2,419, The
amount paid by them in support of their
prstors was §$8,260.80, while they have
contributed to the funds of the Home Mis-
sions $0604 03. The total amounts puid t)
them by the Convention in md of their
pastors during the year was §4,930.10:
The number of Sabhatli-schools sustained
by the Mission is 385. Six new chapels
have been built durirg the year. The
church in Stratford has become self-sustain-
ing/, and it is confidently anticipated that
others will soon follow in its wake. lhe

total amount received for the funds of the
(nnw ntmn during the year, up to October

), 18 .';-.4,00‘).

The meinbers of the Board express their
devout gratitude to the God of Missions for
what has been accomplished during the
year. No missionary has been strigken
down by death, w!;ilc the work in the
varions mission-ficlds has been vigorously
pushed forward. .The, prospeets for the
future are bright and prowmising ; and, un-
der G, it is believed that the Home Mis.
sionary Convention™ will  accomplish o far
greater work than it has yet accomplished
during its past existenve,

At an adjourned meeting the expediency
of adopting a new ll.vu{x,n Book in public
worship, and of organizing a Denomina-
tional Sabbath School Convention, were
discussed and Committees appointed to re-
port at next Convention.  “On Wednesday
at 11 o’clock Rev. R. Fyle, D. D., of the
Literary Institute, Woodstock, preached a
very able sermon from Matthew xi. 4, 5, 6,
in the Joln.street Wesleyan church. Atter
giving n brief account of the gereral im-

tention to the words, ** Urto the poor the
Gospel iz preached, and blessed is he who-
soever shall not be offinded in me.” The
pesitions ablysillustrated by the preacher
were : — 1. That Christ takes a deep inter-
est in the spiri ual weltare of the poor ; 2.
That there 18 a danger lest men should be
off nded at this aspect of
work.”

In the evening the Platform Home Mis-

the Saviour's

sombre pines, and solt sky, wnd passing
clonds. From that day to .this not the
shadow of regret that wo so spent the loly
Day has erossed our mind,
of pure devotion, . We have no apologies
to offer. “The act has jastified itsell
Never did we realise so fully and intenscly
the significance of the Gwpel history
Our beliet in the facts is stronger by rea-
son of that fietion, Many good Christinn
people will not understand this. We ex-
pect their severest condemnation, “ut our
consvience ahsolves us, and we shall be the
better  preachers of the glorious  Gospel
thr..»ugh witnessing the
Obher- Ammergau,

o puudcutc.

——

It was a tilme

Passionspiel at

For the Christian Messanger,

ONTARIO CORRESPONDENCE.

Tue Wesrery ConvexrioNn. Cururen Epi-
ricg Fuxp. Hosme Mission Wokk. Tue
FourxiaN Fiewp. EbvearioNnarn Pros-
PECTS, &C
The Annual Home Missionary Convention

of the Baptists of Ontario has just COl-

pleted its Session at Hamilton,
sion was one of interest,

The (om-
and the ex!nbit

tist principles  wost cncouraging  The
three great departments of our ehiristian
work, Home Missions, Foreign Mi »ions
and Education ave all being crvied on with
onergy and success, whil: other “gollaterul
agencivs are contributing much to the gen-
eral vesult, The following particalars
clij ped from the report of the Daily Globe,
may be of interest to Nova Scotia Baptists,
First on the list was the Chureh [k ifice
Society.  ** From the repurt of the Secre-
tury, it appeared that durving the Jast year
the pperations of the Sogiety had hevn yery
successiul, Four important churehes had
been wided with loans, aud nearly &1.600
obtained as income from warious sources.
The Society bas.now a total of asets
smounting to about §3,500.”

Next in order of time came the Home
Missionary Board mecting. The following

summary from the voluminous geport of the

given of the strength and progress of Bap-

sionary Meeting was held and addresses
 delivared by the President, 8. T. Wood,
Ksq., and Revds. Torrance, Davidson,
King, Lennle, and Hurd of Ontario ; Mann-
ing from the Eastern Convention,- and Dr,
Backus, Secretary of American Baptist
Home Mission Convention, The speeches
are said to have been stirring and powerful,
The (llowing brief extract from that of
Rov, J. King of Port Hope, strikes mo as
containing in its latter clauses some sugures-
tive fiets for Christinns all over the Do-
minion, ** Evidently the Baptists as a de-
nomination are 2rowing—not like the gourd,
but like the stataly ouk. Each anpiversary
brings with it a (resh promise of guccess
our position in Ontario never was better
than it is te-day. We are sometimes re-
minded that Baptists ave a few fechle folk,
We may coneede the fact, but our feehle.
ness is not the  leebleness of decrepitude,
hut that of a child which has within mag-
nificent posibilities ; our strength is not
comprised in the size of .our bodies, but in
the strength of owur principles. Bat with
all our growth, when we consider the vast
nutnber of souls in the darkness and bond-
age of sin, we ure but as a cottage in a
wood, LHow small the Christian church !

those in whose hearts Christ holds undis-
puted swav,  Looking at it in this light,
neither we, nor any other denomination
hws occarion for boasting. The moral con-
dition of our country, the great laxity of
principle, and loosencss of manuers which
everywhere prevail, is fearful to contew-
plate.  Intemperance, impurity, profanity,
Sabbath-hreaking, infidelity, are among the
foul bldes that disfigure our eommuuities,
We are loudly ealled upon as- Christians o

gonsecrate ourselves to the work of the
Lond

A co lection in aid of the work, amiount-
ing to over six hundred dollars was taken
up belore the clyse of the meeting.

Meeting was held on Sunday evening, - The
President, Rev, J. Bates, of Woodstock,
whonse only two daughters, Mrs. Timpany
and Mrs, MeLaurin ave now in the Telugu
ficld, necupied the chair, Rev  W. Stew-
m b, the Beoretary read the anbual report
which wae full of encouragement, ‘The

wouderful sucoess of this wission and the

s
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year past have exceeded 6000,

I A

port ol the text, the preacher confined at-__

I'he Foreign Missionary ~ Auniversary .

touching eagerness with which multitudes
of the poor heathen there embraced the
truth, as well as the moving appeals of

| other multitudes for christian teachers who
—to the reproach of the Christian Church
be it spoken—are not yet forthcoming, are
' already familiar to the readers of the

Messenger. The contributions to this mis-

sion from Ontario and Quebee dunnh the

One can-
not but think that this amount, which

might, I believe be increased, joined with
' that contributed by the Maritime Province
Hupt|~t~ would suffice by God's blessing,
for the carrying-on of a noble work, while
our American brethren would scarcely suffor
their operations to be curtailed for the want
of it,

The last evening was devoted to Educa-
tion. Papers were read by the President
and Treasurer of the Institute, setting forth
its state, progress and prospee 8. About
£16000 are now available or s ecured for the
eontemplated enlargements, which will he
pushed forward'in the spring. [t is proposed
to spend not less than §19000 in improve-
wments within the next two or three years,
While the advocates of the one sided theory
denies to Christian Churches the right which
to engage in tho work of general kd catin
even lor the state of its accompanying
moral rafeguards and bles-ings, bid fair to
render abortive, the attempt leing now
made to bring about a Presbyterian Union;
it is matter for congratalation that some
good and - influential Baptists, who have
been opposed to the Institute on the ground
of its loeation or {or other reasons, are, one
h) one, fulling into the ranks of its warm
supporters. Mr. McKenzie, M. P., who °
presided at the wecting, confessed hime
rell’ among the converts from the former
to the latter views.

J. E. W,

--—_—

For the Chiistian Messenger.

EXTRACTS OF A LETTER FROM
MISS M. DEWOLFE.

Dear Editor,—

The following notices of ¢ Mee Quay,”
a Karen girvl, will doubtless be intefesting
to wany of your readers. Sister DeWolfe,
perceiving her to be a very promising child,

| and one that specially needed support in

order to her obtaining a Christien educa-
tion, and feeling reluctant to call on the
Board for the necessary means, determin d
to undertake to sustain her, as far as possi-
sible, from her own salary. Aware that it
was not consistently in her power to oarry
this |wm volent purpose into effect, when a
friend proposed w entrust to uie the di-po-
sal of ifty dollars left by Sister E [, Hig-
ging, of Ounslow, for, a religious object, I
proposed devoting it to this, and he approved
the measare. The notice of this is grate-
fully acknowledged in the following extracts,
Two smaller sums, contributed hy wdividu-
alg for this olject, or to aid in supporting
another, have been since received and for-
warded,
Yours as ever, ¢

C. Turrer.
Aylesford, Oct. 20, 1871.

e ey

* Henruapau, Aug. 11, 1871.
** Rev. Dr. Tupper,—

“Your fivor of May 31lst reached me
to-day  Your words of encouragement are
cheering, [ thark you for them ; as also
for the confidence reposed in me in placing
the means furnished by Sister Higgins at
my disposal, for the support of  Mee Quay.
She is a bright, promising child, 12 or 14
years old ; and she hids_fair to make a no-
ble woman. | hope to have her for un as-
sistint in our school some day, when she
has finished her educition. She has lost
her mother. 1 feel it is helping the cause,
and doing the child much good to be under
such training as she gots here. She has
given herself to Christ; and lives, 1 think,
a consistent life.  Mr Swmith baptized her
Bhe seems to |.wve her
Often when I call them
in £or prayer she is among the first to come ;
and she prays earnesly. 1 enjoy these
BeAsSONs very mucli,

** This bequest ol sister Higgins will do
more than to support this girl for one year :
it will enable me to assist in the support of
another, or it may go for her support sub-
sequently. We consider between thirty
and forty dollars per annum suffi ient for
the support of a pupil in sehool, it she have
not many books to purchase. Girls have
to pay a dollar and hil1f a month for board,
about twelve for clothing a year, and five
for hooks and incidentals,

Sister DeWolf savs that children are
very often thrown upon them ; and wen-
tions & ouse in which a boy and girl are lefd

last hot season,
Bitle and prayer.

orphans, by the death of both parcats, of
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