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For the Christiun Messenger.

REVIEW,

Christianity and Positivism : agSeries of
Lectures to the Times on Natural Thoo
logy and Apoloyetics, By James Me-
Cosh, Q. D.. L L. D . President of the
Collige of New Jersey. Pinceton. 12mo.
PP 309, ORI (e o
Mr. Zebulon Stiles Ely, of New York,

gave ten thousand dollara to the Union

Theological Seminary, to found a Lecture-

ship on the Evidences of Christinnity,  Dr.

McCosh s work contuins the #econd Courseo

of those Lectures, It is divided into three

Series, thus 1=

“CFmst Series,

Lecture ¢ Christianity and Physical Science,

I. The Argument from Design as nffoot-
ed by mod. rn digcoveries in Seivnce,~—Cone
gervation of Force. —Stur Dust, - Proto
plaem.— Origin of life.

1.  Natural Selection.— Origin of Man.
Historienl Developeut,—Christ and the
Moral Power,

I11. Liwmite to the Law of Natural
Selection.~ This World a Secne of Stiuggle,
—Appearance of Spiritunl  Life.  Fuml
Cause.— New Life —Unity and Growth in
the World,— Higher Products coming forth,
—Signs of Progross,

SECOND SERIES.

Christionity and "Mental Science.

IV. Proot of the Existence of Mind and
of its powscssing the Capacity of Know-
ledge.— Doctrives of Nescience und Rela-
tivity. .

V. Mental Principles involved n the
Theistio Avgument,— Our Licas<lcad us ¢
believe in God, wid elothe Lhm with Power,
Personality, Good ess; and Infinity,—God

20 far known.— Criticism  of Mr. Herbert |

Spencer,— Giod ro far unknown,

VI. Piogress ol Freo Thought in Ame-
rica.—Rationaliem,— Boston  The lugy, —
Positivism,

VII. Materinlism —Circumetances fa-
vourifig it.— Puits of the Body most inti-
mately connceted with Menwl Action,—
Grosser and more R ived Forms of Materi-
alism,— Biichner, Mandis'ey, Bain, Hux'ey,
Tyndall, Sper cer,— O jeothons to Materials
fsm.—Mind not one of the Correlated Foroes.

Tuirp SERIEs,

Chrastianity and Historical Investigaticn.

VII. Our Lord’s Life n Reality and
not a Romance,— Criticism of Renwu's Life
of Jesus,

IX. Unity of our Lord’s Life.—In the
Acoounts given of Hiwm,—In his Method
of Tencliing.—In his Persomn — And in his
Work.

X. The Planting of the Christian
Church.— Legendury und Mythie 'L heories,
Acocordance ot the Buok ol Acts with Gecg-
raphy and Hisiory — Cuincidencen hetween
Acts and Paul's Episties.—Present Position
of Christinnity,”

It will be cvident to the most cursory
ohserver that this is far too wide a range of
inquiry to be satisfuctorily dispored of in a
volume of lcss than 4C0 pages, It vbounds
in hiots and suggestions, and points out
the lines of tho gt to bhe };uw\m(l hy the
student ; but a dircussion of * Christianity
and Positiviem * cannot bo  sucee-sfully
carried on within such nurrow limits, By
attemptirg too much the author has failed
to do justice to himeelf, and his thinking
readers will rearcely be satisfied,

We could have wished, too, that the Lees
tures had been suhjected to a more caretul
revisal, A Lecturer has certain libertios
allowed him when speaking from the chair,
But if he commits his lecture to the Press
it is proper that Le ehoukl strike out ex-
pressions which savour of familiarity, and
all tokens of epoism, such as, 1 h "
‘1 believe,” &e, These occur too frequent-
ly in the present volume,

Nevertheless, ul! De MeCosh’s contribu-
tions to vur literature will be thankfully
received. Weo trust he will be long spared
to the Charch, ** fur the defence and confir-
wmation of the Gospel,”

Subjoined ix an extract, as a specimen of
Dr. McCush’s style, l

“I do not know wbhether any of my
hearers Lave ever g ne up from Riffelberg
o Gorner Grat, in the High Alps, to be-
hold the sun rire: Every mountain eatchge
the light according to the height which the
upheaving forces that God set in motion
gave it.  First, the point of Monte Rosa is
kirsed by the morning heams, hlushes for n
moment, and forthwith stands clear in the
light., Then the Breithorn and the dome of
Muschabel and the Matterhorn, and twenty
other grand mountaing, embracing the dis.
tant Jung Frau, receive ench in its turn the
gluddenigg rayep. busk ench for & brief
space, and then rednain bathed in sun'ight,
Meanwhile, the -vallcys between lie down
dark and dismnl ns death,  But the light
which has risen is the light of the morning ;
these shadows nre even now lessening, and
We are sure thoy will soon altogether van-
ish. Such is the hopeful view I take of
this world. ¢ Durkness covercd the earth,
wod gross durkness the people’; but God's
light hath broken forth us the wmerning, und

o~ e

to them that sat in dariness a great light
has ariven,  Alrendy [ see favoured spots
illuminated by it: Grent Britain and her
spreading colonies ; and Russia, extending
her influence ; and the United States, with
her brond territory and her rapidly in-
creasing ropulation,—stand in the light;
and I ree, not twenty, but a hundred points

siun stations,—in old continents and seclud-
ed isles and barren desorts, according as
God's grace, and mun'stheaven kindled love
have favoured them. And much as I was
cnraptared with that grand Alpine soene,
and shouted irropressitly ns 1 surveyed it,
I am still more clevated, I feel ns it 1 could
ery aloud for joy, when 1 hoar of the light
ndvancing from point to point, and pene-
trating deeper und deeper into the darkness
which, we are sure, in at: last to be dis
pelled, to allow our earth to stand clear in
the light of the Sun of Righteousness.”

C.

.
A VISIT TO CENTRAL ASIA.

The Viceray of ludia sent Mr. J, W,
Foreyth, C. B, on a wmission to Yorkand
in Turkistin, to obtain general knowledge
of the country, and to sce what the prow.
pects of trade wight be with that inland
region,  Tho journey was made at an ex-
pense of £1,760,  Thus have messongers of
the Viceroy penetrated one thousand miles
into the intorior of Asin—to the horders of
China, The company of travellers con
risted of Mr, Fursyth, Mr. Shaw and Dr.,
llenderson. The native suiteare a bird 0.\l
leotor and a plant eollector, a native ductor
and native segretary, n native Punjub mer-
chant and his two brothers, in charge of
the tm\mn‘:hest\ and attached to the ex-
pedition’on account of their knowledge of
country and people, a native writer, several
Indian policemen, and o pundit belonging
ta the Trigonometrical Survey, |

This swall m,;ltitudu of men, women,
and animals started from Leh on the Tth of
July, 1870, Two marches along the right
bank of the Indus trought them to the
village and Buddhist wonastery of Chimri,
whele they turned up a valley, wooded with
willow and poplar, which brought them in
12 miles to the foct of the Chang La or

000f%,, or 2.000{t, higher than Mont Blune,
was reached hy a gradual ascent over a
good road, ecary to the baggage aniwals.
The descent was equplly gradual, and on his
retarn Mr, Forsyth met laden camels
crossing the pass with porfect ense, A fow
wiles and Tankse tho last village on the
roud between Ladakh and  Yurkand, was
renched ; for one or two marches more
stones put together to furm walle of roof-
less buts were noticed at the halting=places,
and then, fur the next throe weeks, all was
desert. At the Pungong Lake, which was
photographed for the first time in its exis-
tence hy Dr. Henderson, the road turned
to the north towards the famous Chang
chenmo Valley, and a streteh of country
covered with grass, wild lavender, and
tamarisk led to the foot of the Marsimick
Puase, marked by Mr. Hayward as 18,4571,
ubove the sen. This prodigivus ascent was
s0 eary that it was accomplished on horse-
back without fatigue, though within 2,
000ft, of the summit a diffioulty of breath.
ing bogan to be lelt, and continued for ten
or 12 days, during which the road lay over
country above 16,0007, high, Nothing
can surpaes the desolation of this Chang
chenwo or Great Northern Valley, Per-
fectly bare and gravelly, with no sign of
vegetable life beyond n lew tawarisk bushes
at the banks of the rivers, the desert hills
rise tier on tier; in huge plateaux, to'the
height of 19,000, The gorge of the
Pangong Lake is bounded by a splendid
wall of enow clad mountains, with glaciers
in every ravine. But these are in the dis-
tance. On the road, though 16,0001t.
above the sen, there wus not a particle of
enow.  Ruin seldum or never fylls in this
region, and the bills are not eut up into
deep yavines ? there are no bold peaks, but
o dreary smwmencss of mnsses of round, dis-
integrated rock. Mr. Forsyth imagines
that the vaat platéaux of these mountains
were at one time enormous icefields, which
gradually melted awny.

At the head of the Chang-chenmo Valley
the expedition halted to prepare for crossing
the plain known ae - the Baw i-dunya, or
Roof of the World, which separates Central
Asia from Hindostan, llere waa the fur

| theet point to which the Muhnrajah of Cash-

mere had extended any sign of his nuthority,
in-the shape of smanll store'ouses fur geain,
erected at the aifferent ninrches as for as
the head of the walley. 'hose ourious
traces of the Buddhist religion, Murnis, or
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oflight, striking up-in-ous.scattered mis-.

North Pass. The summit of this pass, 17,

henpe of small stones carved by the Lawas |

with the mystionl words ** Om mani padmi

hun " had censed on the south side of the |
Mareimick Pars. Before pushing_ across
“ The Roof of the World"” the baggnge
animnls were mustered, the grain estimated,
and allenmp-tullowers and Cashmere guards
dispensed with, The Wuzcer of Ladukh,
who had the charge of the vietualling on

_the part of the Muharajab, and had travelled

thus far with the expedition, declared that
every supply wae rendy, but that he himselt
would sty in the Charg-chenmo Valley il
he should hear of the safe arrival of .the
party at the Karakaxh river, so that he
might be ready to scnd help il required

Mr, Forsyth puphed on. First « marvell-
ous pass was crossed, the Chang Leng-ha,
10,0001t above tho level of the sen, the
arcent so gradual as to be scarcely noticed,
and then the great barren platéit, ranging
in altituce from 10,000ft; to 19,0001¢.
When at lust a halting-place which boa ted
some scanty roots lor fuel was reachied, wan
and beast weve fuirly exhausted, and, to
crown ull, it was found that the Wuzeer,
who already had nearly cost the success ol
theexpedition by peoulating in the haggnge-
ponies, had at the last woment kopt back
the better part of the grain, Messcngers
were sent, but Le made no reply, and Mr.
Forsyth had no choice but#o push on to w
grozing ground three days awhead, It is
satisfactory to read that this \Wuzeer wae
afterwards disgraced by the Malinrajah.

At this point of the journey the land-
scapes were ol uneurthly drenriness and
waugnificence.  Fur to the west the jagged
peaks-of the great Karakoraom range shot
up into the aky ; to the north the Kuen
Lan mountuine walled the horizon : wiile
custwards stretehed a barren desert, hound-
ed by hills the ridges of which were fantas-
tivally shaped into “dumes, wwers, and
wminurets, By the time the Lok Zang wal-
ley and a little conrse grass were renched
the expedition was in a eritienl state,
Muny of the baggage animals had dicd, the
remninder were dying, the puity were far.
from all help; wnd ** perchied as it were on
the top of the world.,” Under these cir-
cumstances, Mr, Forsyth determined to
push forward with the stoutest ponies and
portera, leaving the rest of the camp, well
supplied with provisions, to w o till fresh
earvinge could Lo procured from Lacakh,
or till the exhuusted animals were recruite
sufficicntly to follow, which, as it turved
out, they were able to do ina few days,
Mirza Shadoe and Mahamad Yakoob, the
Envoy and nephew of the Atahik Ghagee,
left wost of their camp and all their ladiex
behind, and hurried on by double
warches to Shadulla, on the outskirts
of the Atlik's kingdom, whence they
promired to send help of all kinds,
Pust 1ceheds and rolling downs strewed
with topazes which glittered afar off like
diamonds in the sun, over a lurge plin
covered a foot thick with Glauber's salt, in
which the ponies’ feet sank with & orackl-
ing sound us though they were going over
ice, the travellers journeyed, to the Kara-
kush river, The soda plain they were
furtunate to cross belore noon, for later in
the day the wind rises and stirs up a cloud
of soda dust which is fatal to animal life,
The remnins were noticed of rome former
caravan which must lave been ovortaken
aud sufficated by such a storm  The glare
of thig soda resembles that of snow ; the
fine particles which fly up from it even in

oalm weather fill the eyes, nostrils, and|

wouth, causing a most unpleasant taste,
and, ns it was, sovoral of the Ladakh ponies
perished.  Near the Karakash river n herd

of wild horses were startled ; the Yurk and-|
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lndies amueed themwelves by galloping alter
them, but the Europeans eould only sit
still and look on, fur the wretched animnle
supplied by the Wuzeer had not a gallop
loft in them,  A-ew days’ march dgwn the
Kuraknsh river brought the party to some
Jade  quarries (furwerly worked by the

L()himw. but closed vince their expulsion
fr

om Turkistan), and soon after & convoy
of 60 ynks Inden with good things from
Maran Shadee hove in sight, and the troub-
les and dangers of the travellers, trom
hunzer at loast, were over. At length the
country hogan to he inhahited. The camp
was visited hy nomad Kirghiz, with flat
Mongolinn fnces and by Wakhis, whose
highbridged noses and sliarp features be-
tokened an-Aryan race,  The Mongolinns,
ilf not the handsommer, were the more
honest delighting to converse with and
entertain  the gucsts of their master, the
Atwlik. Ghazco, Mr, Shaw, whom they
know already, was especinlly greeted with
much tea-drinking and stroking of heards.
At the fort of Shadulla Mirsa Shadee and
Kunee Yakoob welcomed the party to Yar.
kund soil, and communicnted the news that
the Atalik Ghasce had been absent fur

R TR T S — R — — —_ - - -

seven months l?um his capital on an expe.
dition, but was on the way hack to Kashgar
with 1 000 prisoners and much t easure,

Here is a deseription of a eustom at table
ina pliee near Yarkund :

“ Knsim Akhooned Begi, of Zungia, ar-
rived in camp with fruits, &e., and present.
ed himself before v, Having received him
at the door of my tent, we seated ourselves

on the ground more Usbeco, und - then a

culoured tablecloth was spread before ue,
on which melone, pears, grapes, apricots
nectarines, sugared almonds, and biscuits
were dinl.luyml. The custom is for the
guest to brenk a piece of bread or hiscuit,
wid then invite his h™st and ¢ mpnnions to
Join in the fenst,  He also oflers them cu

of green tea, of which, unmixed with milk
or sugar, w true Yarkundee or Andijani will
will drink a considerable number, Conver-
sation on the part of the host at the first
menl s .not considered polite,  Atter a
while the fruit is remaoved, any erumbs of
brend which may have fullen are earefully
placed on the tublecloth, which is taken
awny, heards are stroked, every one mays
* Allah Akbar. and then the host suddenly
gets up and runs out of the tent—the rea-
sun ol this being, [ am told, that he is sup-
posed to bo anxious: to get avay without

putting hix guest to the trouble’of getiing
up to bid him guud-hye," 5

over, the expcdition continued its mareh
across the pliivs of Yarkund., The Dadk-
wah or Governor of Yarkund sent a lctter
regretting the nbsence of the Atalik at the
seat of war, and an escort of heneur, com-
manded by one Tash Khoju, who rode a
handsowe binck horse, and was tollowed by
soldiers, we | mounted, and earring watch.
locks, fitted with pronged suppurts, on
whieh to rest the gun while taking aim.—
After 80 many days of desert travelling it
was pleakant to pass through a country of
fields of wheat, wild oats, hemp and Iudian
ocorn, of wide m adows, through which
canals of water flowed, of gardens full of
apples, peaches, pears, and walouts. Mirza
Shadee led his guests in princely style, on
suvoury pillaus, delicately #ers ned SOUpH,
and delicious joints, The Yir:und covks
are. perfect artists ; they wear neat aprcns,
keep their kitchens and vessels serupulonsly
vlean, and cvok by steam und with good
buttér.  According to the custom ol the
country, Mr. “Forsyth -bestowed khillats,
or dresses of honour, on his hosts, which
also according to custom, were vchemently
refused for some tiwe belore they were
nocepted, The summer costume of the
Yurkundees consists of a cap neatly work-
ed or trimmed with sheepskin, felt stock-
ings, and top boots of brown, untanned
lenther, and a choga or white robe, which
Rives the wholefopulation the appe wrance
of going abuut in their night clothes. The
well-to-do classes wear chogus ol coloured
silk or ¢loth, or of mushroo, a fabric of
silk and cotton dyed in a mixture of brigh:
colours, sowething after the pattern of @,
warble-stuined wall paper. . The wowen
dress in a kind of white nightgown and a
high round cap, plaiting their hair or Jet-
ting it lnll down the back. Neither ear-
rings nor any ornament are to be secn on
wan or woman, and the only weapon ear-
vied is.a knife hanging from the girdle,
The eattle of the country resemble the
English type ; the sheep are of a good sise
and have broad, fat tails, and the bullocks
are not only used as beasts of burden, but
are broken to the saddlo and taught the
Atyulga’ or ambling pace. As for dise
eases, goitre is almost universal, smallpox
is prevalent, but the people declared to
Mr. Forsyth that fevers, dysentery, and
cholera were unknown,

—

Missionary  Antelligenee,

- —— - ——

We received by the last mail the follow-
ing items of Missionary intelligence from
Miss H. M. Norris, They nre taken from
a Rangoon paper of June 10th :

Zouuay.~The Mission of Capt. Lowndes,

to Zimmay, we are ho'ivppy to announce has
been completely successful, and that pentle-

~man returned to Moulmein on the 318’ of

May. The * Moulwein Advegrtizer '* men-
tions, that from information®urnished to
us by Captain Lowndes, we are gratified
to hear that his reception at Zimmay was
n most hearty ono, and th t he was treated
during his sojourn there, by the Chief and
other Officinls with the utmost kindness,
Captain Lowndes reached Zimm.y on the
18th of April, left that place by boat
[Inang Haut on the 10th of May, renched
Myneloongyee on the 18th, and from thence
he meant to have returned, via Pahpoon,
but owing to the misearringe of a letter, he
had previously sent, ordering elephants and
boats to be ready for him at Dahguin Seik
and to the fuoct of the Salween leing too
much swollen to return, via Yinbine.—

Captain Lowndes left Myenloongyee on the

21st and after a journey lengthened by heavy

-

8.me diplomutiedifficulties heing smoothed -
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rains und swollen nullah™ renched Yinbine
on the 20th May, and Moulwein on the
31st.”

The success of Captain Lowndes missicn
to Zimmay, the seat of a large trade in
tenk timber, where the marauding, plun-
dering, robhing and incessant disturbances,
which ceeur eull for protection on the part
of a large body of Britivh traders, he ap-
pointment of a Pulitical Agent ik Captiin
Lowndes at the town of Zimmay would tend
to remove or smoothen down these difficul-
ties and give security to a very valuable
amount of British trade, in that part of
South Fastern Arin, and Would encournge
its growth and development in other parts
of thore independent Shar States. Both
Sir Arthur Phuyre and General Fytche
were understood to be favorable to the ap-
pointment of a British Agent at Zimmnay.

NEws rroM Siam.—The Siawmese Govern-
ment have given notice, that the Customs
duty hitherto levied at the port of Bangkok
will be levied not in kind but in cash, at
the rate of thr e per cent. If there is any
difficulty felt in moking payment of the
duty in Cash, it may still be made in kind
‘which would be received by the Bingkok
Custom Ilouse authorities, until further no-
tice.

The Minister of Foreign Affairs in the
Giovernment of Siam, had addressed a letter
to the Consuls of the Treaty powers, on
the subject of marking the people. The
Foreign Minister says. ¢ It is the custom
in Siam on the demire of the Sovervign and
accession of n new one, to exawine, mark
and number the eervants of every depart-
ment, in order to their employment in tlis
Majesty's service. The ministers in 0 uneil
having conferred together on' the subject
ununimously agreed to issue a proclamation,
to the Chiefs of departments and Masters
having rervants, that all who formerly be-
longed to them, and wll who may cowe un-
der t! em, be brought and marked for their
masters, in the several departments at the
Kraw Phra Surusa wadi, and end the mat-
ter without_delny. The penalty for non-
cowpliance with this Siamese custom, is
jayment of a fine of eight tieals, forfeiture
of the service ol the servant, and be is
marked as a servant of the King,

The marking here mentioned is a little
tattcoing work done on the wrist in black
ink, just as the Burmese are tattooed about
the limbhs and body, which is performed for
the lutter race in their boyhood,  The tax
leviel on the subjects of the King of Siam,
is very much lighter than British taxes, It
is & sort of poll tax of four and a quarter
ticals of rilver paid once in ever three years,
The Sinmese are a mild and semi-civilized
rmee, a8 their Kings and Ministers for sowme-
time past have been mostly educated by
missionarics from the United States. Siam
is very much in advance of Burmah in their
adwinistrative affiire, but it may be o
question, whether the present King of Bur-

real Boodhist learning sitting on the throne
of Sinm for a long period past, though one
of the late Siamese Monarchs was a watch
maker and repairer of watches and Sam
Slick's clocks, with his own hands in hie
work-shop in the palace. Of this kind of
mechanical knowledge, his majesty felt

Justly proud. '

- e —

From the Macedonian,

Tux Dirrerexce.—Mrs. Knowlion, of
the Kastern China Mission, recently re-
marked that when she went to Ninzpo she
could not find &« woman who could read, and
when she left she had a corps of Bible-rea-
ders, going from house to house, telling of
Jesus,

Cavse vor GrRATITUDE,~Dr.Judeon wrote,
in 1844, My heart leaps for joy, and
swells with grutitude and prise to God.
Happy lot, to live in these days! Oh,
happy lot, to be allowed to bear a part ‘in
the glorious work of bringing an apostate
world to the feet of Jesus! Glory, glory
be to God ! :

Tug caLr rroM ArricA.—A missionary,
latcly returncd to his station from & tour of
exploration in West Africa, writes thue,—
“1 have appointed and set to work ‘n or
twelve willing laborers, who entered upon
their work with great zeal. In many plae-
e¢, when the chiels of the surrounding
towns heard I had come, they oftcn sent to
me begging me to send them a teacher,—
Sometimes the chief of a town would come
hims:1f with some of his people, and, ia
“most instances, readily volinteered to build
the house of worship. 'We have acoess to
several hundred thousand vatives, all ready
and willing to ‘receive the gospel § snd 1

regard them in a very peculiar way alroudy
prepared for it. We could at once employ

to advantage forty men in that field. We

mah has had his equal in intelligence and
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