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For the Christian Messenger. 

MISSIONARY CORRESPON- 

DENCE. 

Basskin, Oct, 13th, 1871, 

My Dear Mrs. Selden ,— 

~ Permit me_ again threugh you to 

home, As you will perceive I have moved 

from Henthadn to Bassein since 1 wrote 

Jast.  Muny things huve led me to con- 

clude thut it was undoubtedly best for me 

to do so, I have lewrncd the langage more 
rapidly than I anticipated, and-in Hentha. 

dn there was no «pecial call for my help, 

while in the Buseein Female Seminary there 

was great need, and every reason to sup- 

pose that if I did not come immediately 

to supply us well as I could Mrs. Carpen- 

ter's place, the #chuol would be sonttered 

and this most «ficient and promising work 

very seriously hindered. As this work is 

entirely in the Karen language I felt that it 

would not hinder my progress to undertake 

it. 

This decision arrived nt was specdily put 

in execution And a few days afturtie 

close of the school in Heathada, 1 em 

barked in a Burman bout, nccomponied hy 

the Heuthadn nathve tencher and his wil 

In oder to reach Bassin in time for the 

Pastor's Conterence on the next week, | 

“was obliged to leave on turd vy, nnd spend 

Sablath in a Karen native village on the 
way, [ lad recivid urgent messages 

from both Mr. and Mis. Carpenter to try to 

gee the native teachers wt this githerivg. 

that théy wight have more confidence in 
me nnd so send their young women into 

schol, 

After several hours toiling aguinst the 
sting current of the [rrawnddy we turned 

int) w smaller stream which empties itself 
int the Basscin Raver, snd about nine 
o'clock that nig't wreived at a elinstinn 
Kiren village. ** Perayii.”  Acfew weeks 
ago the rivir which his been unusunlly 
high this 1aivs, enrricd away their chapel, 

+o 80 they huve been obliged to worship in a 
native house, 
The pastor here is a very worthy man, 

but ~tiugeling with discourngements, |v 
g'thers the children and teaches them in 
his own house, sivce they have lost their 

chapel, His church are anxious to build 

another, b.t the rise of the river has des- 

troyed their paddy, and they fear they will 

not be able to do wuch this year, though 
they will put up a small Luilding. The 

Kurens are very dependant on the paddy 

harvest, for it is nhnost their only res uree. 

The Sabbath morning evme, breezy and 

bright, nid the ripple of waves and rustle 

of lenves-woke me-carlygio that | was rendy 

t meet with them when the gong struck ut 

six for morning prays, They gathered 

from near and far, the women oarrying 

their children, and coming at this early 

hour, wx they were ghd o do, Their 

pastor conducted the rerviee, Mtting on a 

mat at the buck of the house, the women 

sitting round un the right, and the men vn 

the left, myself the only occupant of w 

chuir, nud that brought up from the boat 

| vnjoyed the service with these simple. 

hearted christians, wnd alter-shaking hands 

and talking with them awhile, we wll sepa 

rated tor breakfast. They could rot stay 

wwig bong however, and as I went up to 

the house agnin about nine o'clock, the 

women and children gathered round me 

till 1 thought I would impi@vise a Sabbath 
8 hiool Sending one” little fellow for a 

Cato irm, | veked them questions in Bible 
history here nid there, till we came to 

the old old story, of Jesus and his love ” 
Oe hy ove the women joined inand at last 

one old man fogot his ge, in Lis in 

ter st nud wnswered with them too. Then 

1tidd them them the hiet ry of Christ's 

are nein, und how he would surely come 

again in like manner as they had seen him 

go As | finished one woman said, ** Our 
he rts are very happy as we listen, and our 

knowledge inoroases,” 
Soon the gong struck ngwin for service, 

and we had an instructive sermon from the 

Heunthadn tencher on the words, ** Be ye 
followers of me even ax 1 also am of Chris.” 

At one o'clock about twenty women 

githiered for femal: prayer-mceting. They 
Bave on every week, and Karen mothers 
tid comfort there as weary women olten 

dv ni home, 
Alter the ovening service they gathered 

rnd to know if | would not sing, So we 

sung together for n while, and parted with 
tutu use rances of future remembrance. | 

Evly Mondey morning we were on our 
way ugnin, snd Tueduy at four P.M, 

arrived here. As to life in Bassein, I will 
tell you at some future time. 
One word more, one of your Societies 

| has sont me a special dunation to bo nppro- 
printed for school purposes as I thought 
best, I would rather my sisters‘would not 
send me money in this way ; gather all the 
funds you can and place them in the hands 
of your Board, to be appropriated as the 
needs of the field require, but do not send 
funds to he appropriated in some cortain 
way, and -to accumulate uselersly or be 
spent needlessly, 1 will let you know 
where I see real need, and then 1 have per 
lect confidence in the Board to supply it if 
practicable ; but please du not send we out 

any money I huve not applied for, Look 
at the first article in the Macedonian for 
June, 1870, if you want to know what 

sjceial donations amount to in Burmuh, 

[lave sufficient confidence in your Board to 
ullow them to control your funds as thoy 
are advised, by those whom you send out. 

[ think this a matter of no small iwmpor- 

tance, and hope you will be uhle to sce it 
in its true light. 

Your Sister in Christ, 

Il. M. Norris, 

Ct -——-—— enn 

For the Christian Messenger, 

MENTAL CULTURE. 

Mr. Editor,~— 

Passing by those malicious and withering 
lunges which you correspondent **Justitia 

80 cruelly makes i his article of last week, 
having as | huve previously protested; no 

time tw devote to personalities, | ¢ me to a 
stateraent of his which I wish fully sited 
ard clearly understond Taw flatly neeused 

hy your ourrespondent of willul filsehwod 
and gross misreprosentation inonsscrding, as 

| did, that graduntes «f Colleges at the 
present time knew Little ur nothing about 
the Cla-sies, ** Justitin" sinpy denies 

the fue without giving a shadow of proof 
worth anything t» » man ol judgement, 
aud #0 our two statements are balunced ard 

and I suppose. I might lewve it so. But 1 
will sugyest a convenient method of settling 
the matter, Let ** Justitm™ and me pet 

together, and selecting a suitable clarsionl 

scholar of the «ld school go forth with a 
copy of Caesar, ws sunple us any Latin 1 

know of, and a ¢ py of Xenophoo's Memo- 

ribilin. as simple ws wy Geock, and 

waiting on the gedu tes of  Aeadin 

Colivge for the last tour or five years, or © 

hy one we will present to each a passage 

from either of t' ese authors, and if more 

thun one out of ten can read it off with 

even decent fluency I will grant I have very 

wickedly avd filoniously mise prosented 

modern graduntes And white | state this 

of Eoudin's sons, I will sav that it is my 

firm conviction that Acndav stands ws high 

ns ary insitution in the Provivee in it 

quulitications for un degree 

And while 1 make these seemingly die 

paraging statements in relevenve the 

lassion]l knowledge of cur students per 

mit me to pry a went do mplimeat toour 

Cliseic:] Professor, who 1 am bound tosay 

exorts him elf to the utmost in the endea- 

vor to cult vite a clussionl taecte in the 

young wen who ®t under him lor four 

yenre, From all the means 1 have of 

knowing, atl these are not *o very soant, | 

am convinced that hw cflore wre uncens- 

ing ip his dvpartieent, nd Le pares no 

puing to uwnken a love for cla sie l lore in 

the winds of the Students; and [ aw sure 

[ am sincere, Sir, when 1 afiom that 

the not iris ind df revee which the se sume 

students mnni‘est in those + tudies, must 

be ta’ en ng uve rwhelming evide: ce of the 

great chinnge of foc livg in relorente to this 

branch of lenrnivg: and in sufficient to 

slew tut no hotshouse work, or givanie 

buttery oan force a growth or re-u eitute 

to lenit y life, there withond  shnveied 

and dying systews ol Cohesion! IS ueation, 

I ave no desire to pursue the urgune nt 

in reference to the College Currie: lum, 

Perbnps 1 mert wll the sovere stituns 

with whi! mnny of your cores pov dents 

have fivored we. But T ean only wns wer, 

we nol gy, tint my motives, usd re I oan 

analyse t em, hive betn ton seriiin xtent 

at least good | nm winecre in wy belt 

that wreforn is receded in the nat rol our 

College Curricula, Ad Lam quite oonfi- 

dent tint time only is required to ring 

ahout jost such n stoke of thio gs ue 1 law 

conte ded tor 1 with no rvdical moves 

ments, hut a grovuni hewlthy lorm, and 

1 mae ovrtain hit the mpivic of the age will 

brine shout tix in spre of sll cpposition, 

We see vn awn might of od £ gym in ull 

ranks and conditions of me, and under wil 

circumstnnices. Tiere wre always a lew 

conecryntive to tle fault will st ok by oid 
NIE 

dead lore, aud bovine te nj ologinta of | god, and is never going to, you wouldn |] 

dying quackeries. | always leave a margin | 
for such parties, and am thus able to make 

allowance for a any of the furivusonslaughts 
of wy opponents, 10 I have suceeded 
in any way in directing public attention to 
this important question, I shall not have 
written in vain, 
One of your correspondents some weeks 

ogo recommended that I cease writing on 
this subject, nnd do something for the Col- 
lege. There may have heen force in his 
suggestion, but it is scarcely wise to give 
exclusive attention to wny individual thing 
to the ignoring of everything else. But in 
all modesty I would adkure your correspou- 
dents thut 1 am trying to do u little every 
year to further the interests of our College, 
If every man in the denominntion worth 
$1,000, and over, were to give as muchas | 
contribute every year an endowment would 
soon be raised. I only make these state 
ments for the purpose of saving my ideas 
nnd views from any prejudice that wight 
arise from the misconduct of the author «f 
them, 

I haven great deal more to say in support 
of my views on this interesting subj ct, but 
perlmps I have continued the discussion ns 
long as it ie profitable, and so I will stop 
for the present, holding mysell in readiness, 
in failure of some mere competent person 
to come forward as the «ppofent of fogyism 
and the advoo te of progress in this matter 
of the Cullege Curricula. As 1 promised 
in my last letter | will write Finds at tle 
end uf thi but not without thanking you, 
Sir, most cordially for the generous use of 
your columns which I huve enjoyed in this 
discussion, 

Very sincerely, 
MoperN CULTURE. 

Dec. 15th, 1872. 

For the Christian Messenger, 

FROM NEW YORK. 
——— 

A GOOD FIVE MINUTES IN FULTON STREET= 
ONE MORNING'S FISHING IN THR COUNTRY = 
PRAYER FOR VICTORIA AND HER SON = COM 

MUNION BY CABLE= CURRENT CHRISTIAN 

LITERATURE. 

New York, Dec. 14th, 1871. 

A veteran lay missionary, u plain style of 
man, nwe in the Fulton Street Prayer 
Meeting the other day (Dec 8,) to relate 
one of his experiences in * testing the 
promises of God." Swid he: I wan visiting 
in the neighb rhood of my early home, for 
a fow duys, Finding myrelf at leisure und 
nt liberty, the first morning, I smd to my 
self, now you wnt going a hunting or fish- 
ing to day : you might ws well just go to 

work as il you was ut home 1 thought [ 
wouldn't pick out an easy j b, but would 
take up the hardest une on my mind, and 
that was, to go and see » gentleman of very 
high standing and abilitivs, a lawyer, whom 

[ hand never yet faithfully urged to repen- 
tance, I felt myself weak for such an in- 
terview : but T thought of the promise, 

* Them that honor me Iwill honor," and 
that promise I resolved to test, 

On inquiring for the gentleman at his 

office, I found that he was not in. The 
g ntleman who told me so, however, sid 
that he counid attend to the business just as 
well. 1 told hfin | was afiwid not: but he 
invisted, spid he was his partner, and 

wanted #0 much to do the business, that 1 

thought I would let him try, So [told him 
what T had come for ; admitting that he was 
equally concerned in it with his partner, 
wnd hoping that he still thought so him- 
self. 
He nnewored promptly, “1 do. 1 have 

felt the deepest interest in this subject for 
more than a year: so much so that 1 have 
attended prayersmeetings, snd lingered 
about until everyhody had gone home and 
the lights were put out; hut nobady cver 
said a word to me shout religion. | have 
about concluded that there Ww nothing in 
it, or nohudy that cures: for me ' 

At this moment, » gay young fellow drove 

up to the door, and burst into the room. lle 
wanted to know if the lawyer was rewdy 
for + that ride.” Not now, said he grave. 

ly! sit down [le sat down, and we went 
on tlking, and pretty roon he edged his 
ahair up hotween ws. I Inid my london 
hin shoulder and said to him: What | 
have heen saying to this mun is just as 
applicable to you  Perhepy wo, said he; 

bit Tam un weeptic 
wA soeptio? and how long have you 

heen a rooptio 
“0, a number of years 
“ Well, hax is done you any good 2" 
+ [don't know that it has." 
* Du you expect that it will ever do you 

any god 
“loam'd say [do ™ % 
« Well then, 'fi' has nevor done yu any 

’ 
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suffer much loss by giving it up, would 
you ?" 

** No; but the difficulty is to get rid of 
it” 

“ Do you really want to get rid of it?” 
“Yeu, | do” 

“ Lot us test that.” - I drew a total ah- 
stinence pledge out of my pocket, laid it 

before him, and-sad, Will you sign that? 

fle was under excitement from liquor 
even then, Ho took up the paper, and 

fead it carefully through. Then he tonk 
up A pen from the table, and signed his 

nome to it. He was getting away from 
scepticism faster than [expected [sce John 
vii, 17.] Ue next took a enrd out of his 

pocket and copied the pledge on it, his 

friend looked on with amazement, deeply 
nflected, and signed the pledge also, It 

was time for prayer, We went into an 

inner room, and turned the key. Before we 
came out, that young wwn had given his 
heart to Gud, As 1 bade him good morn. 

ing, he Ind hin hand on his he'rt and 
aid, ** T never felt so in all my life: | 
don’t know whut it means,” © Why, how 

do you feel?" © Og 1 feel so strangely 

praceluly 1 am perteetly happy.” “Not 

long alter I he rd that he was studying for 

the ministry, Ie is now w settled und very 
useful pastor, : 

As for the lawyer who .attended (0 my 
business, I learned atterwards that the 
Senior partner, while pronouncing him the 

best-rend lawyer ol his age in the State, was 
only afraid he wes gett ng a little too re. 
ligious, So he was—aceording to the com. 
mon notion of things, He innow un judge, 
and something more, Only a few days 

uo, 1 was riding on a railroad rowe hun 
dreds of wiles from here, and a newshoy 
came through with his papers, 1 bought 
one 3 hardly knowing why, for my pockets 
were lull of papers that 1 hadu's read, | 
glanced over it, and the first item that 

Crug t my eye was an account of a sermon 
Just preached in some neighboring locality, 
hy this very paitner, luwyer and judge, 
| felt satinfied that he was attending to my 
business, 

But my business was not yet done with 
the senior partner. Some time alter the 
fiest attempt I wan again in that part of 
the country, [| was riding in a street 
ear in the evening, when a gentleman 
touched me +n the s'oulder, It wae 1he 
distinguished lawyer I had set out to see on 
that morning ; now more distinguished than 
ever, high not only in his protession but in 
pubiie lite, He nrked me to eall at his 
uifice the next morning, It was a good 

sign, for hy this time Le knew my business, 
I went, he resd to me an artic e he had 

written for the, Joon] paper, in favor of a 
venerable puator, of whom he had hecome 

afriend and supporter Llis conversation 
shawed serious impressions ; but he was 
absorbed in many andl important worldly 
niluirs, 

At a short distance, an evangelist was 
whoring with great suecess With this 
old winister | nttenced the seivices and he 
engaged the evangelist to come and preach 
fr him the next Sunday vvening, It was 
with rome hesitation he consented to it ne 
an experiment, The indications of thas 
evening would proba! ly decide his course, 
wae there. Alter the sermon, the preach- 

er cleared two of the (ront seats, and re. 

q ested any who felt interested in salvation 
to voonpy them, Nobody stirred. It wos 

® new thing in that community, where a 

revival of religion could hardly he remem. 
bered hy anybody, In vain the evangelist 
explaii ed and urged and urged, 

Right behind me sat the two daughters 

of the eninent lawyer, accomplished young 
lation, of the highest socinl position ol 

course. | turned about and sail to the 
eldest one, Arve you a christian? No, sir, 
suid she, but I wish I was. Thenewhy 

didn't you go forward 27° + 1 would if any 
hady vivo had.” 1 turned to the youngest 
und asked the same questions, wud got sim. 
ilar answers, She would have one for 

ward if her sister hind, Now, sid |, you 

would have gone it anybody else hud, and 
you would go if your sister would. So 

now, ccurding to that you enn both go, 
I'hen the girls rose wt once and went furs 

ward, Ten other persons lwwedintly fol- 
lowed thelr example, 
Of course the meeting had to be evn. 

tinued, A powerful revival followed, such 

ne had never been known in the history of 
the church, The young Indies became 
devoted christians, Their father also wae 
found nmong the inquirers, and was even. 

tually reckoned among the converts, But 
somehow he failed to ke a decided stand, 
and 1 fear the cares of this life and the de. 

ceitfuluess of riches are choking the word, 
we yet, 

1 have told but a little of that morning's 
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huriness in the lawyers office. In fact it 
is only begun, and eternity will never finish 
it, Alter fifty years in c¢hi« service, 1 
know that my work is now almost done. 
But not ended. No—here the voice 
wavered and broke, and after a moment he 
concluded in quivering avcents—1 shall 
leave more than thiee hundred thatl know 
of, earriing on wy business far better alter 
| nm gone, 
About fifteen years ago, your correspon. 

dent took down from this man's lips another 
al his inimitable way-side interviews, with 
ita blessed results, and published it under 

the title of * The price of a Ride.” Tt 
went the rounds of the religious Press in 
both hemispheres, in a career of manifest 
uselulness, A second lesson of like ehmrac- 
ter, and still more remarkable, may this 
story of’ humble Christian fideli y and di. 
vine grace go as far as the forwer, and 
** Provoke very many," 
The Retormed Church Board of Publicas 

tion have just is<ued a small volume of 
recent incidents in the Fulton Stret Prayer 
weet ng, from the reports of Rev, L, GQ. 
Binghaw, who has heen the chief chronicler 
tor the books already published on this 
subject, under differcut editors, The pros 
ent volume, like its predecessor, ** Tue 
Noun Prayer Meeting,” is edited hy Rey. 
[ W. Chambers, D. D. It is entithd 
“Hours of Prayer,” is of the most cone 
venient size lor Subbuth School libraries or 
for handing to a Iriend to read, and in 
vither way, it is adapted by ts various and 
striking illustrations of Divine grace, to 
do wuch good to souls, 

Lhere hus been much prayer in Fulton 
Street fur the wifhcted  knglish Queen und 
lor the Prince of Wules, His lingering ten 
weity of life and returning hope of recovery, 
thuugh faint, wt the mowent while | write, 
buve astonish d all the world. If God 
should, after all, restore him to life, und 
wake him again apparent heir to wn earths 
ly throne, it way well be that he will have 
learned, through this awtul and mercitul 
experivnve, to know the Hearer of Prayer, 
Tue fullowing dispateh was forwarded by 
vuble today, though Cyrus W, Fie d, Esq., 
who is now in Lond in, to the Royal Fawily 
and the British Press : 

** The Fulton Street Prayer-meeting and 
other praying ussewhlion in Awmerion unite 
wth the Queen und people ot Englind 1a 
daily supphicndons to Mw ghty God tor the 
Ite and salvation of the Prince of Wales, 
Fulton Saeet Chapel, New York, 12 M. 
Deo. 14, 1871," 

Our must evangelical Monthly has been 
wadly taken in by one of its foreign ** stars® 
the wuthur ot ** Wilted Cuwmbermede. 
L ingine Dr. Holland will hardly take 
anuther serial from George MacDonald on 
trust, A sort of deistical Uuiversalism 
pervades the st ry refered to, and scews 
indved to urnish ite main purpose, The 
walsreligious clement is not oaly pro 
nounce . and prominent, it is also exoveds 
ingly bitter ; whove all, in the birthouming 
January instalment, The gu of ths 
writer appears to be an imaginary being ot 
intinite good nature, cowplacentiy smiling 
wll around on good and evil indisorimina tes 
ly, and intolerant only of such as dread 
and declare n judgment to come : in short, & 
large-sized George MacDonald, The wore 

ality ean be hardly better thun the theology 
of a writer to whow the death of a suicide 
and an atheist yields no better moral than 
® sentimental wssamption that he 8 happy 
im eternity. The moral rentiment of the 
story, which is only too abundant, alter 
nates between the loose und the mawkishly 

superfine. The egotism is envrmous, and 
the verses are incyousable, Meanwhile, 

Dr. Holland's destructive oriticism in the 
editori || department annihilates the * shin 
rel ion * vaunted in the Atlantic for such 
writers as these, and smites their school of 
heartless valture and false sentiment, hip 
and thigh, 1 have seen a new editorial on 

* The Faults of Cul ure,” of which 1 will 

get and send you a proof, il possible, with 

this. It is a much weeded exposure of the 
soltishness of the wirerly diteltans, the 
parasites “of culture, who oherish self 

deve opment ua others cherish gold, fur iw 
own sake ; making it a wan's imweliate 

business in the world to elevate himself 

wherens Christinuity makes it bis direos 
business to elevate uthers, 

This January number of Scribaer, 1 
judge from advance sheets, will i, 
rich surprise to the appreciative reader, 
In the popular quality of readableness, 

I
 —
 

possed ; while as literature als), it hus 

rarely heen equalled on the whole by nay 
number of an Awerioan Magizine, and in 
illustration, never, unless by its November 

predeccesor, HHL (Mrs, Helen Hunt) 
and Mra, A. DT. Whitoey, each cun- 
tribute poetry such as does not appear in 

or niusing variety, it has not been sur 
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