THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

~ Houths' Department,

Lessons for 1871.
THE WORDS OF JESUS.

Suxpay, APriL 28:;:- 1871.
The Two Debtors,~Luke vii. 39-50,

Govoxy Texr.— Thy faith bath saved
thee.”—Va. 50, _ ' |

Scrirrure Sezurcrions. — Pealm  xlvi;
Matt, xxvi. 1-13; Luke vil. 36-50,

Tell all you can about the Simon men-
tioned in this lesson, va, 36-50. What led
Jesus to speak to him as vs, 40 tells ? va,
36-80. What is meant by this woman's
being ** & sinner”? ve. 37, 30. What t;y
+ an alataster box of ointwment"? wa. 3 i
How could she stand at his feet ** behind
hiw,” as ve, 38 says? When Simon saw
this how did he speak? ve, 30, How did
Jesus know what be said ? What does this
teach ue ¥

Repeet the words of Jesus in vs, 41, 42
What answer would you give to this ques-
tion ? Why so? Repeat ve, 43.

What did Simon not do for Jesus ? vs,
44-46. Why should he have been cx-
pected to do these thinge? What did the
woman do fur, Josus? v, 44-40. - What
did her ncts show? va, 47. What did
Simon's ? What do yours?

What did Jesus sny about her sins ? ve.
47. What does this mean? When was
she forgiven? vs 4P, 48, Was she for.

iven beonuse she loved Jesus, or did she
fuve Jesus becnuse she was forgiven? wa,
42, 43, 47. What two things he say
invs. 50?7 Explain them both, Has Jesus
ever spoken #0 to you ! Will he ever?

SuMmary.—Gréit devotion to Jesus, is
the result of great gratitude for his for.
giwneu of great sinners, who believe upon

im.

42.
Axarysis.—I. A Case Supposed. ve. 40-

I1. A Confession Elicited. ve, 43.

1IL. An Application made, vs, 44-50, |

1. For Bimon's benefit, ws. 44-47. 2
For the woman's benefit. vs, 48-50.

Exrosition.— Time and place.—~Simon's
jnvitation to Jesus to eat with him, ve, 30,
followed immediately after Jesus spoke the
words of our last lesson. This narrative
must not be confounded with that in Matt.
xzvi. 6-13; Mak ziv. 3-9; Joba zii,
1-3.

Simon.—Call out and note each fact
stated in the lesson, e. g., name ; & Phari-
see ; & householder ; » complacent, sell
opinionated man, ve. 39; yet reasonable,
ve. 43 ; but negligent of Jesus, ve. 44-40,
likely ‘Because he felt that he was honor-
ing Jesus sufficiently by taking bim to his
bouse, Simon was a very common name
in that dey. At least (welve persons of
this name are mentioned in the Bible.

A sinner,~1n the sense common among
us * u sioner ' i8'a transgressor of the
law of God. It implied that she was »
notoriously irreligious, or perbups aban.
doned woman, v, 39, It is however pro-
per to remember that this idea was ex-
pressed by the haughty Simon, and may
bave been groundless, 'This woman has
* ususlly been regarded as Mary Magdalene,
who is first introduced in this immediate
connection, Ch, viii, 2, The identity is
bowever by no means clear.

Alabaster box.— Alabuster is & beautiful
species of warble, quite easily worked and
quite easily broken. The word * box ™
is more like our word vase, or phial or
flask, Perfumes and oils for anvinting
were transported in long-necked, sealed
flasks, which were opened by removing the
scal, or breaking the top off the long neck. :
‘Heoce in the account of the other anoint-
ing, Mark xix. 8, we read *‘ she brake the
boz.” Rubbing perfumed oils upon the
bead and body wes & common practice in
that day, and is still extensively observed
io the East.

8tood at his feet . —Ncither the Jows
nor the Rowmans wore stockiogs or shoes,
but sanduls merely, which were put off
their foct when they entored a house, At
meuls they reclived upon couches, resting
their weight upon the left elbow, the fect
extending wway from the table. Thus she
approachied his foet, coming toward his
back, sud 80 stood behind bim, snd also
at bis feet,

Spake within himself.—All the thoughte
of mn are similarly koown to Jesus,
John i, 24, 25, |

The parable of “ The Two Debtors "
should beé so committed to memory that
teacher and scholar could recite thew with
case and ncouracy, * Pence,” the denarii
of Rowan currency, equal each to about

Afteen cénts of our money.

would he bo prepared to appreciate pardon
as no other mun could. Among men of
equal sensitiveness the greater the debt,
the greater would be the distress ; and the
greater distress, the greater would be the
gratitade for pardon. This woman, con-
sclous of much guilt, would be correspond-
ingly grateful when forgiven. The great-
ost sinners, however, a8 judged by men,
are not always the most sensitive as to the
sinfulness of their sins, or the greatness of
their debt. Therefore it does not at all
follow that the ** greatest sinners become
the greatest saints.”

Simon's neglect.— 1. No water with
which to wash his feet, according to the
custom of the day, and as was really neces-
sary for comfurt and cleanliness on the
part of those who merely wore sandals.
See Gen. xviii. 4 ; xix. 2; John xiii b,
2. No kiss, this being an ordinary saluta.
tion where affection was supposed. See
Glen. xxvii. 26, 27 ; xxxiii, 4; Matt, xxvi,
49. 8. My head with oil thou didst not
anoint. Anointing was a matter of ordi-
pary use, Deut. xxviii. 40; Ruth iil. 3;
Matt. vi. 17. In neglecting theee things,
he neglected matters of common courtesy,
such us offering o chair, taking one's hat,
ete., with us.

The woman's attentions.—1. She washed
his feet with tears, not of hopeless sorrow,
but of grateful love, Wiped them with
the hairs of -her head, not wuiting, or look-
ing for the ordinary towels. 2. She kissed

| his feet, nut once only a¢ courtesy demanded

a welcome guest should be kissed upon the
cheek, but coutipuously : ** Since the time
I came in bath not cenned.” She began at
once and continued. 8, Used ointment
upon his feet, not presuming to approach
his head. These acts showed the dcepest
love, as va, 47 declares,

Simon's reason lor asking him to his
house was probably mere curiosity, or a
desire for eclebrity. Simon did not love
at all, therefore he had not been forgiven,
therefore he is not even represented by the
debtor who was forgiven the smaller sum.
Consequently vs, 47 speaks distinctly of
the woman, but not of Simon.
Forgivencss was complete, She was not
exposcd to deeper woe. When Jesus
called ** Come unto me,” she probably
came and found rest. She wants to thank
Jesus, Her heart overflows with love,
Faith saved her, ve. 50 ; w0 John iil, 14~
16 ; Acts 3vi, 31 ete. Believing on
Jesus,- she was forgiven ; being forgiven
mueh, she loved much. '
TLLusTrATION — Seripture instances of
salvation by faith may well be cited,
Scholars may be asked to seck such cases
and report them in writing, E. g., Matt,

_ix. 22; zv. 28; Mark x. 42; Luke xvii,
19, :

Abridged from the Baptist Teacher,
Recite,—Seripture Cutechism, 197, 108,

ecwmewe

ANSWER TO BCRIFTURE ANAGRAM,

Ezek. x3vii, 9.

e—

1. 8000} . & &

2. A-biel 1 Sam. ixz. 1.

3. B.era e
4. Rieba Numb, xxxi. 8,
5, lora 2 Sam. xx, 26,

6., K 1 Sam. xx, 27-30.
7. Louel Numb. iii. 24.

gasrieL,—Luke i, 19,

e i

ECRIITURE QUANTIONS,

What father sent his son some news to learn,
And sorrowing heard he would no morere-
turn?

Who to God's temple brought Ler infant fuir,
- And for her Master's service Jeft bim there ?

Who pirted from & king in wrath and pain,
Nor till his death bebeld his fuce aguin?

What friends kissed weeping with a woetul
heart, '
Because necessity compelled to part? .

Who, mobe below, snd blackening skies
above, ,

Gave the last charge of sacred buman love ?

Who are the perwons described in these

couplets?

ExrineLy 100 Arkoros.—A clergyman
in & village of Baden regently made himeelf
0 obnoxious to his parishioners by ng
in various squabbles which brought on
soveral lawsaite, that he was obfi w
resign his post. During Lis farewell ser.

mon he taid, ** 1 have really he

but three times in my life; the first m
wis when | made my first communion ; the
second was when 1 said my firet toase ; and

. Why should one forgiven much love | now comes the third, which is the oceasion
much? His love, or gratitude will de- | vn which I take leave of you, my well-be-
pend upon bis anxiety about bis debt. If

he grieved under it, Iabored o bo rid of

it, * had nothing to pay,” snd consequent-

cheerful st reat God be praised,
and th:wah ) ion, rising to its

loved! ™ At thatvery moment the organist
drowned the r‘ll:’ﬂdulb thnolonnl{,
nsof ** G

THE FASHIONS A HUNDRED
YEARS AGO.

Modern Fashions are by eome regarded
as more foolish thanany that have preceed-
ed them, but we can bardly think that in
every respect our forefathers were the em-
bodyment of wisdom n these respecte.
Read the following description of a Bride
and Bridegroom of 1770. The bridyge-
grooms of the present day arc, at leust,
an improvement on this specimen of the
days of long ago:

To begin with the lady. Her locks were
strained upwards over an immense cushion
that eat like an incubus on her head, and
plastered over with powatum, and then
sprinkled with a shower of white powder.
The beight of this tower was somewhat
over a foot: One single white rose-bud
lay on its top, like an eagle on n haystack.
Over her neck and bosom was fulded a
lace bandkerchief, fastened in front with a
bosom-pin rather larger than a copper
cent, containing her grandfather's minin-
ture set in virgin gold, Her airy form
was braced up in a satin dress, the slecves
a8 tight ae the nitural skin of her arm,
with & waist formed by a bodice, worn out-
side, whence the skirt flowed off, and wus
distended at the top by an ample hoop.
Shoes of white kid, with penked toes, and
heels of two or three inches elevation,
enclosed her fect and glittered with spang-
les, ne her little pedal members pecped
curiously out. Now for the swain, His
hair was sleeked back -and plentifully be
floured, while his: queve projected like a
bandle to o skillet, llis coat was o sky-
blue silk lined with yellow; his long vest
of satin, embroidered with gold lace; his
breeches of the same material, and tied nt
the knees with pink ribbons, White silk
stockings and pumps, with ‘laces und ties
of the same hue, completed the babili-
wents of his neither limbs, Lace ruffles
clustered around the wrist, and a portent-
ous frill worked in correspondence, and
bearing the miniature of his beloved,
finished his truly genteel appearance,”

—— o
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A LETTER FROM FLORENCE
 NIGHTINGALE,

The following characteristic letter was
recently written by Miss Florence Nightin-
gole, the celebrated Crimenn nuree, to the
“ Chairman of the French Rcliel Fund,”
in London :

My Lorp: May I be permitted to con-
tribute through your bands wy mite—4£5
a week, for tour wecks—to the most wp
pulling distress this century has soen—thut
of the starving population in Paris, where,
on the opening of the gutes, & willion and,
 half of non-combatunts, principally wo-
wen and children, will have to be fed like
babies? But the charity of England will
be cqual, under your auspices, to the
emergency, For this terrible new year
what can one wish but that there never
way be euch another sto the end of the
world 7 Still, Englund’s * generosity and
magoificent charity,” as has been truly
said by o princess very dear to us, has
risen equal to the wants, . I do not belicve
that there is oue wan, woman or child
above pauperism who has not given, I will
not sny according to their means, but far
above their means, for Germans and French
who can pever give agnin to them ; and
wll for love and nothing for reward. 1
should like the working people of Englund
to know that the working people of France
and Germany fecl this, One expression
of it ~it was from & German-—struck we
particularly. It was to the cffcet that the
Pruseian elementary educution was far
superior to the English (let the London
Schoul Board show them that this shall
not be the case long) ; but for the ** edu.
cation of the heart,” continued my cor-
respondent, ** give me the Englieh work-
ing-people.” 1 fully endorse this. Par.
don we, my lord, this long note, for the
sake of the declaration of fecling, which,
I think, wust please you ; and bellove me
to be, my lord, your obedient servant,

- Fronence NIGUTINGALE,

-

Wno ane vux Givins 7—The experience
of nearly all benevulent societies confirme
that of the private charitable institutions
of New Yourk, whose managers state that

-| about three per cent, of the donations for

thelr support are in suins of §100 and up-
wards, and about Awice that mowunt in
sums of from §20 to $25, but that by far
the lurger part is in sumse of less than five
dollars,
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The Sabbath School,

For the Christian Messenger,

A LETTER FROM MIs§ NORRIS
TO SABBATH SCHOOL CHILs
ST e

Hextnana, Jan, 28th, 1871,
Dear Young Friends,~—

Sitting at the open window of my room
this pleasant Sabbath evening I am not
satisfied with thinking of home socenes, |
wunt to speak a word to my BSabbath
School Classes, and since [ cannot do that
I must try to reach you with my pen,

I want to tell you that I taught my first
class of Karens this mopning, Seven little
Karen girls, children of Christinn parents
who once were heathen, were given to my
care. They bad beentaught to read and
the lesson they had learned was the 10th
Psalm, Those seven little girls one after
the other, repeated that Pealin from first
to lnst, some without needing to be to'd a
single word and only une having to be cor.
reoted more than twioce,

Did you know your lceson so well and
study it so paticntly to-day ?

You would think these children very
strangely dresscd, they do not wear their
dresses as we do but merely wrup them
aroundhenr, but they are quiet in school
and scem so glad to have some one to teach
them, they know there are hundreds of
little girls like them that no one will ever
teach, Oneof them who knew her lesson
perfectly was only six years old, her name
is Ruth, or as her friends call her, Naw
Rutha, Bhe knew in a moment when an-
other made a mistake and seemed surprised
ot it but not ut ull vain because she knew
better, After the Bible Lesson we had the
‘ Happy land,” which these children
sing in Karen just as you do in English.

School Classes at howme to work and pray
for heathen children, Never forget t
pray ** Lord, thy kingdow come.” -
Your friend in Jesus,
I, M, Nornis.

e b et i =y e —

STIR verens WORK.,

BY REY. J. W, WILLMARTH, N. J.

Indolence and sluggishness, on the part
of profersed Christian workers, in the SBun-
day-school or anywhere else, rain overy-
thing. Where these and a wunt of enter-
prize prevail, it is much to be desired that
dormant energics thould be roused ; that
drones should be excited, and even gonded
into nctivity,. But these are not universal
faults, Many Christian laborors are abun-
dantly active. They sre moving, talking,
planning largely and continually, Th
is, however, some danger even here; there
is danger that they will mistake stir for
work, ;

A locomotive mny make as much noise

and puffing when it is drawing nothing as
when it leads on a heavy train. Who has
not seen men perpetunlly buey in their
worldly affairs, boiling over with apparent
energy, flying this way and that; and yet,
mysteriously enough, when all is done, we
find  they have nccomplished little or noth-
ing. BSo there is danger, perhaps, that
Sunday-school labors way sometimes mis.
take stir for work. You oan do nothing
without some stir ; but you can have s
very great stir and accomplish little or
nothing. :
““Bosides our work is excoedingly real,
solemn and important. Young minds can-
not be trained in the truth, the school
made attractive, its exercises adapted to the
conversion of the impenitent and the uwp-
building of the converted, without menns ;
nor without energy and effort ; but neither
can theee results be reached unless the en-
ergy be rightly directed and the efforts di-
vinoly blessed.

It is well, therefdre, often to pouse and
inquire just concerning this point. Let ua
try to have * live teachers,” varied and in-
teresting exercises, good music, plearing
papers and books, good speaking, and all
the rest. That is well. But are our
v live tenchers” living the life that they
now live in the fuith of the Bon of Ged?
Are our varied cxercises all adapted to
teach the truth and to make salutary iw-
prowions? Is our music, nre our papers
ard books, our speaking and all other
means, fitted to promote the end in view?
For it is useless to toil and attract and in-
crease members and interest, and prosper
outwurdly, unless our work is rlally done.
And our work, under God, is to lodge

truth in susceptitle hearts and o lead them

to obey it. 1 :
By no menbs would we in the least re-

Jhu.tbcnopnd

I want my young [ricnds in Sabbath |

would have enthusinsm and activity rightly
applied, accompanied with fervent prayer,
exeroised so that God can own and bless
tho labor. There may be much atir, bus
no saving good accomplished, without true
Christinn work, A We ought to excrcise our

very best judgment and sk divine direo-

tion, in order that the ardor nnd enterprise
now characteristic of our Sabbath-school
work may result, not in vanity, but in sub-
stantial good—in the salvation of souls,
and in the glory of our Heavenly Father,

-

o

A CRILD'S IDEA OF A TEE.
TOTALER. :

A little boy six years old, a member of
tle Band of Hope, was one day returning
home from school, when he suddenly
stopped to watch an old man breaking
stoves by the rondside. The dress of the
old man betokencd poverty and neglect, and
the child stood for a few moments looking
carnestly at him, pitying his wretched con-
dition, At last the little fellow snid **Good
morning !” and the old man returned his
salutition, The child still hesitated, as if
some other thought was *in his henrt, and
at last he nskea very brightly, ¢ Are you
n tectotaler 7’ ¢ No, indeed, I am not,”
replicd the old wan, smiling, ** What
makes you ask me that, child?” Oh! be-
cause I thought you were not,” answeied
our little hero, a8 he plensantly passed on

his way, leaving the old man to his work .

and the musings of his own heart,

- . —

TO SUPERINTENDENTS.

1 have watched tl-s: movements .of the .

superintendents of several Sunday-schools
with great intcrest, As » general rule
they are men who have the werth of souls
on their hearte,—and they iabor with groas
energy and self-denial for their benefit,

Permit o suggestion of two '

1. Guard the eatremes of levity and
solemnity when talkiog to the children, |
think the latter extreme is quite as dunger-
ous a8 the former in some respects, 1If the
superintendent is always tolemn, extremely
#0 when he speaks to the children, they
soon get the impreseion that he is dull,
It will not injure the schiool to laugh once
in & while, ;

2. Muke your remarks short, Say what
you have to say vpon the lemson, or other
matters in short, sharp and brisk rentences
and when you have said it don’t repeat it.
It is killing to the school to listen to long
talks no matior how good. An older sister
said ¢ How good brother——, did talk to
the school ! ' but the little duughter re.
plied: ** Dear we, be talks 8o lung and wo
sober,””  Receive this kindly from

' A Paston,.

AN esTration or Fairu.— One day
day when Bonaparte was reviewing some
troops, the bridle of his horse slipped from
his hand, acd the horse gulloped off, A
common soldier ran, nud Juying hold of the
bridle, brought buack the horso to the
Emperor's lmnd, when Le said to the mun :
“ Well done, eaptain,' The woldier in.
quived : * OF what regiment, sire 7' ¢ OF
the guards,” anewered Napoleon, pleased
with his instant belief in hiv word, The
Emperor rode off ; the soldier tirew down
his musket, and, though be had no epau.
lettes on  his shoulders, no sword by hie
side, nor any other mark of advancement
he ran and joined the staff of commanding
officers, They luughed at Lim, and suid :
* What have you to do here ?” He re-
plied: ** 1 am cap'ain of the guards.”
They were smazed, but he said : * The
Emperor has vaid w0, and theretore | am.”
In like manncr, through the Word of God 3
 Heo that believeth Au/h  everlusting life,”
is not confirmed by she feelings of the be-
liever; he ought to tuke the Word of Ged
a8 true, becuuse He bus sald it, and thus
honor Him_os God of truth, and rejuice
with joy unspeakable,

. -—a-y

o A A A . S

A tracuxn, who had been greatly bless-
ed in bringing in androtaining young men,
wis asked what the wagio spell of his
influenco over them was, lle replied,
v Putting my arms around them." 1t
was the power of a loving fuith,

e A —
Tuxknk s no argument, cithor in Serip-
ture or reason, for gathering chi/dren intn
clasees and tenching them God's Word,
whivh does nut apply, with equul furee, to
adulls,

Kind and cheering words come to us
(rom all parts of our lapd. We are glad
that Baptists are so happily barmonious in
work for Jesus, Nearer 1o Jesos, hreth-
ren ; nenrer to Josus, and so get nesrer 10

press enthusinem or foster apathy, But we

each other ! — Baptist w.

e
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