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LETTER “Fnou AUSTRALIA.

Mnnomm, March 28.
The state of our denomination just mow
{s not what we could wish it to be., For

tho last two years our progress has heen
very unsatisfuctory. We want men, and

__we want_money to support them, Most

other denominations are generally aided by
their friends in England and Scotland. We
have ample room for three or four young
men now, if we could get them. Some of
our churches situated in gold mining die-
triots have suffered considerable reverses of
late through the diminution in the yield of
gold and the migratory state of the people ;
and the terrible cffects of the late European
war have been extensively and painfully
felt in this distant part of the world, and
and hence the unbounded satisfaction with
which the intelligence of its probable ter-

minition was received by all classes of the
people. oo -

_ Qur general election is just over, and the
m«ulte of the measure passed last year,
which provides for paying members of the
Legislative Assembly £300 a year each,
have been very satisfactory., We had o
large incrense in the number of candidates,
and all parties agroe in the opinion that a
far, greater number of well-informed and
respectable men have been returned, than
at any previous election. Some half
dozen mon who were a disgrace to the House
and to the colony at large have becn re-
jected. “And it will be satisfactory to our
friends in England to learn that the free
trade party in the House have been greatly
strengthened by this election. We are
looking forward to the comingsession with
much interest. State aid to religion has
been abolished , and the Education question
comes up as one of the most important
measures to be introduced.: A large ma-.
jority of the members who have been re-
‘turned have expressed themae\vcs in favour

‘of a secular and undenominational system |

of education. The Bishop of Melbourne,
together with all the Roman Catholics are
preparing to fight for something like a sec.
tarian system, and some Presbyterians and
Weeleyans have been expressing their
doubts about & secular system. The Inde-

pendents and Baptists are all decided in |

repudinting all scotarian control. I confi-

dently hope that an educational measure
will he adopted in this colony more com.

pletely satisfactory than the one recently
brought inte operation in England.

Looking ut the state of the colony at

'largc, wo are {dll of hope of brighter times

yet. DBut we want people to come out by
thousands and tens of thousands, 'We have
ample scope for all who have energy, in-
dustry and enterprise, There is much,
very much land yet to be possessed. But
people who cannot and will not work with
their hands, and people who expect to be-
come rich without labour and carefulmess,
and people who are always complaining
and growling because they don't get all they
expected, let them stay at home.— Corres-
pondent of the Lond.n Freeman.

T wem

, The London Watchman publishes some

lmporumt correspondence on Kidnapping,

from the South Sea Islands. ' It is stated
that last year vo fewer than 100 ¢ ourgoea”
of South Sea Islanders were ¢ taken ' from
their homes to Fiji and Queensland, The
testimony of Commander Palmer, who was
commissioned to collect evidence ns to the
manner in Which this is carried on, is to

the effect that it is in no way removed from

a regular slave trade, and consequently ean-
not fail to be productive of the very worst
results to the natives themselves, as well
as to those who have devoted their lives to
the task of bringing them under the inflence
of civilization and, by the Divine blussing,

Christianity. ¢ Many hopeful young
men have been seduced or torn away from
their homes who were under the beneficial
influence of the missionaries ;- husbands
have been taken from their wives, and

«daughters from parents ; many have been

brutally treated, and some murdered in cold
blood by men calling themselves English-
men and professing  Christianity., More-
over, these pirates and ‘slavers have openly
eaid that the demand for cheap labour is
great in Queenslandand Fiji that they must

and will have the natives ; and they do not:

care for men of war, but will if necessary

“put on fust steamers.’’

-

The Indian Mirror, & Brahmo journal,
congratulates the Liberal religious publie
in England * on baviog at last secured (in

- Mr. Voysey) o zenlous Theistio preacher,

who ‘will nobly consecrate his heart and
soul to the organisation of & Theistic com.
munity similar to the Brahmo Somaj.”

<2

A TEACHER’S RESOLUTIONS.

1. I will endeavor to keep in constant
remembrance, when with my class, that
each scholar is immortal-—that it impeni-
tent, they are under the wrath of God,and
that if they continue thus till death they
will perish forever.

2. 1 will endeavor to realiz» that I am
exerting an influence upon them for evil or
for good, and that I am responsible to my
Maker for the nature of that influence.

3. 1 will make them subjects of prayer
every day.

4. T will, through the week, in my read-
ing and obscrvatione, be collecting facts,
incidents and different kinds of information
for the illustration_and enforcement of my
Sunday School lesson, ‘

5. 1 will regard no subject as fully pre-
sented to my class, until I bhave shown the
moral and religious pmotioal lessons it con-
tains,

6. I will dwell more on the virtues to
be cultivated than on the vices to be shun-
ned—on the loveliness of piety than on the
repulsivencss of sin.

7. 1 will endeavor to form close, confi-
dential and affectionate relations with each
of my class, 80 that theymay all regard me
more as W fersonal attached friend thun ne
a mere teacher, -

8. I will become acquainted wn.h the
parents of my echolars, and eecure tho co=

operation of their prayers and efforts, ‘

When there is opportunity I will labor for
their conversion, if they are out of Christ,

9. 1 will occasionally, yet as frequently
as | have time, write to some onc of my
scholars through the week, urging upon
them the importance of immediute atten-
tion to the claims of God.

10. I will always visit them when they
are absent frum the school.

I1. Knowing that it is frequently the
case that Sunday school scholars have no
other acquaintance with each other than
that which they have in the class, I will

.endeavor to cultivate a closer relation than

this amongst mine, so that they may be in-
terested in each other out of school—

may form, as it were, a baud of attached
friends.

12. T will occasionally invite them to

pass an afternoon or evening at my house, |

for the purpose of friendly social inter-

| course.

13. Before attending the teachers’
meeting (which 1intend never to neglect) 1
will look over my lesson to see what por-
tions require special explanation, I will
endeavor to get nll the good from those
meetings possible, and therefore will not
hesitate to ask questions on any point
which [ do not understand.

14. 1 will try to become noqumnted
with all the teachers of the school, and
will encourage the others to do the same,

15. I will cheerfully fall in with all the
plans of the Superintendent, and endeavor
to encourage him in every possible way.

16. I will carefully guard agninst find-
ing fault with anything in the school, un.

less .it ought to be remedied, and then I

will go only te the proper persons.
- 17. 1 will endeavor to realize that I am
a servant of the blessed Saviour, that I am
laboring-to promote his cause, that he is
an over-present spectator of my eonduct,
and that to him T am acoountable.

18, I will keep in remembrance that of
myself 1 can do nothing, that all my efforts
must be blessed by the sovereign grace of
God or they will be utterly futile.

WE BEGIN TOO LATE,

We begin too late with the culture of
the heart, The world comes when it is in
tho April of life, and sows tares. The
world comes along again when the child is
in the May time of life, and sows thistlea,
Aguin in the fair June it comes and sows
nux-vomica. The church meanwhile folds
its hands and waits until the April has
gone and May has gone and June and July
have gone, and then at the close of August,
gets in earnest and says, Now, now, we
have got & bag of good wheat here and we
must sow it in this fresh, young soil, and

80 | we shall have a.glorious harvest, Will it?

No,no! Itisteolate!

late !
in May the good eeed of the kingdom. Not
in August, Oh! 1 wish that the church
ol God would come down on her knees be-
fore God and implore the salvation of her
young people? And then, that she would
get up from her knees, and go to practical
work auod lead her children to the Lord
Jesus Christ !~ Talmage.

Let us ¢ stand up for Jesus" now, ud
e will stand up t'or us hercafter,

Everlastingly too

You should have sown in April-and |

For the Christian Messenger,

REPORT OF MISSIONARY
LABOR,

PERFORMED UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE

"WESTERN HOME MISSIONARY BOARD,

Rev. Onxp. Parker, reports labor per-
formed in New Albany, in substance, as
follows :—

[ spent two Sabbaths in the place ;
preached three sermons, attended 6ne Con-
ference Meeting, administered the Lord's
Supper, and delivered two addresses upon
the suhject of Temperance. The ficld is
white and ready to the harvest. A week-
ly prayer mecting is established with the
prospect of much good.

Bro. Bensamin MinLer, Licentiate, re-
ports seven weeks lnabor performed at Mil-
ford and Greywood, Referring to dissen-
tions that had unhappily disturbed the
peace of the brethren, and to the neg'ect
of the public. worship of God, the Mission.
ary says: I felt somewhat discouraged,
‘and had thought of returning home. But
my courage returned when I remcmbered
how God hrought me down when I was a
bold sinner, so I went forward, and in
seven weeks labor,all of which time I felt
God to be with me, sustaining me with his
grace and power, I wae enabled to visit
thirty-one fumilies, preach twenty-two ser-
mons and attend seven other prayer, busi-
ness and Conference meetings.”” These
labors were, he reports, blessed in restoring
a measure of union to the church, in bring-
ing wanderers back to the fuld, and in
creating a desire for the word of Lile.
“ One,” he rays, ** on the eve of my depar-

ture before I left the house of worship, |

grasped my hand and with tears desired
that 1 would pray for her that she might
have strength to come out and own her
Saviour, and cast in her lot with the peo-
ple of God,” $13.00 Were collected in aid
of the mission,

Rov, Perez Murray gives the following
account of six weeks labor in Dalhousie
West, closing April 3rd, ** When I visit-
cd them they were in a very sad state,
Although Bro, Reid had visited thew for
nearly two years, be could not succeed in
getting - them togother in Conference.
There had not been anything like a Confer-
ence meeting for more than six 'years,  But
the Lord who is rich in mercy had preced-

ed me in my visit, by the Holy Spirit, and |

B

ty for more work than I can do.

THE CHRISTIAN MESSEN GER
| gfhr S&ﬁﬁﬁih}r‘hunl muthnﬁ.%‘ @urn’ﬁ nnagu‘é.

that our house is tuo amall Already we
are talking of a larger one. With §1000
help from outside we can build toaccommo-
date ourselves, this I intend trying to raiee
by and by. The little church at Jordan
Buy appears to be somewhat interested. I
have succecded in raising over $260 to-

wards finishing a ‘meeting for them, which
has been standing partly finished for three
or four years, I expect to occupy. it mext
summer. They will be able to finish it
without outsido aid, if all he well.”’

Our brother again writes April Gth,
“ As to my work here | am getting along
as might be expected. 1 find the necessi-
1 am not
without tokens to encourage. 1 am preach-
ing almost every evening this month. Our
congregations are quite attentive, and
sowe are serious'y impressed, We cannot
do much until we have a larger place of
worship. * * We cannot accommodate
our present congregation in our emall
houee.

Again under date of June lst, he says:
¢ I have now visited almost all the_eastern
sections uf the county, and find everywhere
an open door and call for labor, * * *
An increased interest in our denomination-
al views and work is apparent, and it is to
be hoped that some have been moved to
seek a higher epiritual life. Yet it ap-
pears to me that much careful culture muet
be bestowed, ere. by the blessing of God,
a very extensive harvest can be reasonably
expected from this field. I am doing
‘what I can towards a new Meeting-house,
and am quite encouraged to hope that this
necessary work will be accomplished. In
fact it must be done, or the field abandoned
by us.” Bro. Saunders has furnished the
following summary ol his labors,

Travelled 1445 miles, preached 80 eer
sermond,  Attended 44 Prayer and Confer-
ence meetings. Made 320 Family visits.

We have, thus lor, allowed the mission-
aries, for the most part, so speak for them-
selves. It is not necessary that we should
further enlarge. We would however in-
vite the attention of the brethren to a few
facts in connection with our miesionary ef-
forts.

There are large inviting fields, within
the bounds of our Association, calling upon
us ‘for help. Some of these tections scarce-
ly ever hear the Gospel preached from
any except ministers of our own denomina~
tion, and that only occasionally. When
we consider the evils that afflict our larger
and more highly favored churches, can we

I found ove or two waiting for the ministry
of the word, and the ordinances of the
Gospel. It was soon apparent that God
was in mercy about to revive his work
among the people, Several who long
strayed, returned with weeping and suppli-
cations. * * The waste place has been
made glad. This people are now doing,
what they can to secure my labors for one
quarter of the time fur a year. They are
mostly poor, but with your aid they will
succeed.”

During this miesion there were thirty-
seven sermons preached, four Conference
meetings attended, forty-six families visited,
and four persons baptized. §14.34§ were
received in aid of the mission,

Rev. lsaiain WaLLace was requested to
give a portion of bhis time to Annapolis
Royal and vicinity, A fortnightly Sab
bath evening service, has been kept up with
‘encouraging results. In his firet report
Bro, WaLLACE says, ‘‘ An “increasing in-
terest in Baptist preaching, and Baptist
sentiments is apparent, and [ am convinced
that with increased effurt a Baptist church
might be organized in this place at an
carly date, under favorable circumstances.
A place of worship is wuch needed.

In his tecond report, he adds ‘¢ A sew-
ing circle has been organized during the
quarter with a view to raise funds te build
a Baptist Meesing-house in Town, * *
Negotiations are'going forward te secure
a site for the building. My congregations
have been large and svlewn, both in Town
and Lequille our prospects are brightening,
Sermons prenched seven. Pastoral visits
forty-one. Temperance Addresses one., Col-
lected in aid of the mmwmw

Rev. Jos, H. Saunoris reeeived an ap-
pointment {rom tbe Board to the Town of
Shelburne and vicinity ; and entered upon |
his labour the lst of December. We have
his Report of the work of the two quarters
from that date. Bro. Saunders bas devot-
ed himself to the work with hopefulness and
zeal, and has been sustained by the assur-
ance that his labors have not been in vain.
He writes Feb, 18th. *‘The opening for
Baptists in this eounty are increasing every
day-—our services in the town are increas-
ingly interesting, signe of revival are en-

1 joyed. Our chief difficulty appears to be

wonder that the missionary has, in some in-
stances, to spend much of his time in ef-
forts to remove disorders and repair breach-
es made by the enemy? ‘These fields,
should have the constant care of a fuithful
shepherd.

Considerable sections of country are not
supplied with Baptist preaching. This
should not be. If we have the light we
should let it shine everywhere. The Lord
requires, ‘* He that hath my word, let
him speak my word- faithfully.” One of
our missionaries writes :- ** We have a whole
gospel, and many are’ beginning to think®
8o ?" If there is a searching for the truth
let us not withhold it.~ We have no need
to apologize for our doctrines nor for our
converts. Ths Baptists of the Western
counties of our beloved Province, above
all others, bhave had grand opportunities
for evangelizing the land. “Aund if there be
atown, village or eettlement where Bap-
tist churches are not planted they have not
been faithful to their sacred trust. We
necd not envy the zeal of others in propogat-
ing their belief—but we should emulate and
exceed them,

Another fact to which we invite your
attention is the want of funds at the die-
posal of the Board, They ure utterly in.
adequate to the work that should be at-
tempted. We trust that the churches will
give their attention to the appeal recently
made through the columns of the Messen-
ger for a speeial collection, Brethren try
and see how much more you can raise this

year than formerly for Homo Mission
work. :
By order of the Board.

M. P. Frexman,

Secretary.
Nictouz, June 15th.
D
'l‘llE SWEDISH EMIGRANTS TO
AROOSTOOK.

We have received a letter from the Rev,
K. A. Ostergren, whose interesting visit to
Halifax we noticed some two or three weeks
since, giving an account of his progress af-
ter leaving Halifax in the steamer Acadia
with his company of Bapthtl from Sweden,
He says :—** On arriving at St. John we
were glad to embark in another steamer

going up the St. John river and we started
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on Sunday We were pleued to enjoy thc
fine scenery of thie river ; the beautics of
Nature and the balmy air of Spring soon
made us forgetful of the hardships and in-
conveniences of our past journey, and the
anxious feeling of being strangers in a
strange country just as soon gave place to
mirthful hopes. Everything secmed to in-
vite us to be of good cheer, and everybody
interested in our case. We had indeed the
most pleasant journey from St. John to
Fredericton, Ilere we were met by Mr.
Thamas, the agent of the colonization to
New Sweden. All of us were glad to see
this messenger from our new country, and
expected to hear some sweet invitation to
come there,when, againstall expectations we
were told of the stern fact that at present
the colony was not able to receive but a
few more. So large a number was not ex-
pected to come, and we now had to yield to
the necessity of accepting what offer might
be given to us. Yet it was not our fault,
having been told in old Sweden that the
colony was ready to receive five hundred
families. So Mr, Thomas conducted a
o party of the colonists from Woodstock
(when having arrived there) to be employed
at the railroad, and some of them at a tan-

‘nery. Thus our number was diminished

by more than a hundred. The rest of us
arrived the following'day in the morning at
Tobiqué'; from thence we were carried by
teams to our place of destination. Though
much lessened in number; we proved then
too many for the colony. I hardly need
to eay that we all felt disappointed. ¢ We
are deceived,” could we heard from the lips
of many, Instead of being settled in New
Sweden, our promised land, we had to be
scattered a'l over the country of Aroostook
to be employed in one way or other. Judg-
ing from what 1saw and heard the firec
days of my arrival I would not but think
this way of colonization to be a fuilure, a
gross mistake. Almost every Swede who
was under the necessity to leave the colony
went off with the impression of having. been
deceived. As for the colony itself I could
state some interesting facts. The Swedes
scem to do well there. Not a single tree
was felled about a year ago, and now you
could see broad openings in the wild forest
and scme of them had even growing crops
in the soil they thus had diligently prepared.
They who were settled and had begun to
farm in chopping and burning the wood
seemed very much satisfied. Onmy ques-
tion :—** Hurfioner nier?” How do you get
‘along? Igot the ready answer : ¢° Ah jo,del
ar allt bra,” Oh, first rate. This was the
case when on my arrival at the colony I
met with a shrewd 8wede, from his toil at
fire and smoke,black like a chimney sweeper;
courage and mirth fulness sparkied from bis
eyes, and tired and depressed as I was from
my long voyage I felt refreshed to shake
hands with him, and to accept his kind in-
vitation to rest & while in his kind invita-
tionand sit down at the boiling kettle. Other
similar cases I met with. Hard working
will not trouble and discourage a genuine
Swede, but disappointments and humbugs
are apt to mako him suspicious and averse.
Yet 1 hope my country people who now are
discontented,will be, afterall, just as pleased
with their case as those now mentioned.
No doubt their close intercourse, and ming-
ling with Yankeys will have many profitable
results. Every where they find & kind and
hearty reception, and as for comforts of liv-
ing they must feel a great deal more com-
fortable at their employers’ finished hearths
and rich tables than being confined to the
scant accommodations of a new settlement,
where a number of families live in the
same small log house, and everything is
measured out for the most craving personal
wants. In fact there is no loss but a gain
for them thus to be settled amongst stran-
gers, though they may not at first think so
themselves, because by this means they will
soguer than ever learn the language and
adopt the customs and manners of Awerica.
I am not settled yet in New Sweden., I
have hitherto lived in a vxllage 8 miles from
there and am now on a journey to Boston
and New York ; nothing was provided for
my reception, all houses in New Sweden
being filled with emigrants and provisions
for them. And as everything there is in con-
fusion, before they get settled, 1 should
have had very little to do there the next two
months, so I thought it best td"improve my

-{-time to sce my dear Baptist brethren in

America. - I have already found many and
have been comforted by their christian love
and kindvees. The sweet remembrances of
Halifax are to begin my diary in America.
Owing to the scarcity of time I shall not

have leagure-of making my letter an
}ongey, &ivo all the brethren my chmtnu’x
ove,

. Yours indeed,

K. A, OSTERGREN.




