" of sight, and become a farmer.

His wife tried to cleer and comfort
him, but all through the afternoon he
was much depressed; and, grieving
over her husband’s distress, she made
known the cause to her sister. Rising
the evening he deliver:d a most ex-
cellent discourse — all the better,
doubtless, for his sojourn in ** the
valley of humiliation,” during ' the
afiernoon. But on the way home after
the evening service was ended, the
host, who had listened, in his turn, to
his brother, was evidently suffering
from a severe attack of ministerial
blues—and it takes a young clergyman
to have the genuine afticle. At last,
unable to remain silent longer, he said
to his wife, ** Mary, I think I must
give up preaching altogetber, and go
off somewhere into the backwoods out
After
hearing my brother preach this evening,
I dou't thivk I can open my mouth in
public again as a teacher. Can you
wouder that his wife, who had heard the
other side, responded to Ler husband's
Jeremiad with a merry laugh, instead

of t:e sympathy he had a right to expect 1

Even a womau, with all her proverbial

" reticence, could not be expectd to

epjoy so rich a treat alone. She re-
peated -the story at the supper-table,
and for that time, at least, bauni-hed
the blues from both parties.— Christian
Union. :

\
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For the Christian Messenger.

JAMAICA CORRESPONDENCE.

‘Four Patus, CIARENDON, }
Jamaica, April 20, 1871,

Dear Brother,—

~The buds of Providence are some-
times long ig opening, but the rich,
ucfailing haf9est follows. The dark
green leaves of ‘he coffee plant are
everywhere now almost hidden by the
exuberance of de.icate white blossoms,
the no certain promise of an' abuo-
dant harvest. ‘

The wangoes are abundant. soon to

- ripen—prolific tempters of the fever.

The Coffee plant like the natives, gave
abundaut promise, but, for want of rain,
are almost fruitless. So here, as every-
where, the fruits of piety wither in
blossow without the iufluences of God’s
Holy Spirit.

‘ Paul may plant and Apollos water,
but God giveth the increase.” There,
I bave just been interrupted by a call
from Bro. Hanuah, aneighboring Pres-
b, terian Minister between whow and
myself, from the time of my coming,
bas grown much intimacy and friend.
ship. We have conversed often on
the moral condition of the people, and

‘are of one heart in the belief, that the

greatest want of Jamaica at the pre-
sent time, is an outpouring of the
Holy Spirit; (Ez. xxxvi, 25-27) and
that in order to this, we ghould engage
in special prayer, and special effort.
Ez. xxxvi. 37. :

In this belief, we have arranged to
unite in holding special religious ser-
vices, one evening at Kbenezer, one of
my stations, and one at Zion —his.
May the Lord own and bless our united
labors in the revival of his work, and
the salvation cf many. Here may

we be enabled to raise our Ebenezer— |

There may the Lord commaund the
blessiog, even life for evermore.
The Jamaica Baptist Union beld its

Annual Meeting, about the first of |

March, ou the north side of the Island,
but sn ‘account of the distance and
difficelty of travelling, was rather
thinly sattended. Ouly 18 pastors, and
22 lay delegates were present. ‘

The reports were, I believe, upon
the whole somewhat encouraging. As
sickness kept me at home, and the
* Report ™ has not yet come to me, I
must defer any further particulars.

The Schaols of Jamaica, are im-
froving. the Governor granting mor2

argely to their support than ever pre-

vicusly. **The Government is ab)ut
establishing a University at Spanish
Town. The Presbyterians, adopting
it. They are partially suspending
their own educational efforts, with a
view to establishing a Theological de-
partwent in the New, Institution,

The recent steam comwmuuication
from New York to Kingston is open-
iog a market for the surplus, watch.
less fruits of Jamaica. The last, and
present year, have witnessed large out-
lays upon the public roads, aund
travelling is fast improving. »

Agaio the, Spring bas come, with
Sumuwer's heat avd incense, but not
with the young ardent glow of Northern
Bpringtime. Nature ex .eriences here
no death and resurreciion, so to speak,
but rather, slightly sickens, and re-
vives. Oh! but to see, und hear, and

o

above this despondency, however, m
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feel, one {ull, round
time. And yet that Spring is hasten.
ing,—the essence and the sum, of
universal, infinite, and eternal Spring-
time. Who would not wait is coming,
toiling through life’s little, varied,
seasons, cheeyaly ¥ T

Well, here we are, with the cloud
still resting upon our tabernacle,—
“ ready to depart,” only at the Lord's
commandment, Num. ix. 19, 20.

My own health, and the health in
geveral of my family, is excellent.
[ndeed we are *‘in a straight betwixt
the two ; having a desire to depart,”
and yet willing to remain, if to be in-
strumental of greater usefulness. Only
anxious, I may say, for the disappoiut-
ment we might occasion others. To
any such, we can ouly say, It is not
in_ man_thut walketh to direct his
steps.”

Pray for us, that in all our ways we
may acknowledge Him—Ilis wisdom
and -His right to guide. I think our
prayer has been, and is, ** If thy pres-
ence go not with us, carry us not up
hence.” ’

We are learning—thank God—some
of the lessons which we wish that all
our favored christian frieuds might
know, — that however much more
blessed it may be to do and suffer,
yet it is farveasier to send the gospel
to the benighted—or even partially so
—than to carry it ; to stand and bold
the rope, than to go down the well.
Yet not less happy are the most sell-
sacrificing, than the least devoted in
the cause of ‘God.

* He that watereth thall be watered
also himself.” : A

* It is more blessed to give than to
receive.” : .

** Go ye also into the vineyard and
whatsoever is right I will give you.”"

“There_is no man that hath left
house, or brethren, or sisters, or
father, or mother, or wife, or children,
or lands, for my sake, and-the gospel’s,
‘But he shall receive an hundr:d-fold
now in this time, and in the world
to_come, life everlasting.”

I expect to baptize a number of cdn-
didates again at Tbompsontown, a
week from Sabbath. 4

Yours truly,
W. H ParTer.

B A o o

For the Cauistian Messenger.

THE SINGING QUESTION.

Deayr Sir,—

I open a Theological Dictionary, and
find this defnition :—

¢* SINGING : An ordinance of divine wor-
ship, in which we express our joy in God,
and gratitude for his wercies.”

As far as I can learn, there isa
ceneral consent on this subject among
all religious denominations. Singing
‘is an act of praise,

I have no wish to lengthen the dis-
cussion which has been recently carried
on'in your columus. But I cannot re
frain -from expressing my sati-faction
with the viess propounded by “ A
Baptist Minister.” .
inclined tosanetion the use of such hymns
“us the 465th of the /[I’salmast, in which
I differ from him, he gives his adhesion
to the principles maintained in my let.
ters. He says, that *“to sing comn-
plaints, fears, and griefs, disconnected”
—* would, in no way, be to the houor
and praise of God ;" and so lLe toler-
ates the admission of these * com-
plaints,” &ec., for the sake cof the
thank<giving- which are to follow, aud
which form the staple of the song.
He :ees clearly that singing must be
eonducted * to the honour aud praise
of God.”

I wmn alittle surprised that “ A Bap-
tist Minister” does not understand
what * general congregation ” means.
By such a congregation is meant, I
fuppo-€, a promiscuous assemb'y, iu-
cluding bolievers and unbelievers.
Such are the congregations that fill our
weeting-houses every Lord’s day.

“ A Baptist Minister ” observes that
only believers can worship God. A
congregation of worshippers is the only
coi gregation that we are dealing witn.
Now, by such a congregation even the
469th of the Psalmist might be sung;
but where shall we find it. And does
not * A Baptist Mivister” give up
the whole case by this restriction ?
First, he argues that hymns expressive
of Christian ¢Xperience may be sung,
if they end in praise ; but then, us
“ouly believers can worship God,”
they only should sing them. Conse-
quently, they are uafit for ** general
cungregations,” aod their use must be
confined to social meetivgs, composed
exclusively ot believers, _

. Waits said—

© « Lard, bow delightful 'tis to seo

A whole assembly worship thee.”

.é‘ﬁsll of Spring-l

While he appears |

' out of

Undoubtedly, it s delightful. But
such assemblies are very rare. There
was one in Jerusalem a little more
than eighteen hundred years ago, when
« the whole multitude of them that be-
lieved were of one heart and of one

~soul;” and—*-they liftedup-their-voiee-

to God with one accord.” The con-
gregations which meet in our modern
places of worship, however, are mixed.
Some of the attend ‘nts-believe—some
reject—some are careless. The prob-
lem is—Iow skall that state of things
be provided for? If such hymns as
the 469th of the Psalmist are sung,
all but believers are shut out from the
singing. Will nst Christian prudence
and charity suggest the desirableness
of so adjusting the singing part of the
exercise as that it may be adapted ‘o
all, since it is the duty of all to praise
God? ' ‘

Those hymns which express and de-
scribe feelings peculiar to Christiaus,
or what is usually turned experience.
should be reserved, I think, for occa-
sions when believers only are present.

Yours, &e.,
ZETETES.
Inquiry Corner, May 21, 1871,

The Christian Ressenger.

‘Halifax, N. S., May 17th, 1871

THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND AND
THE QUEEN.
Our Charch of England brethren
are in trouble. They are greatly cou-
cerned at some recent acts of Her
Majesty the Queen, the temporal Head
of that Cuurch. In the Church
Chronicle, ot last week, the crgan of
that body, an editorial article appears
ou ** The Present Crisis” which con-
cludes with the following paragraph :—
¢t Not only officially but ypersonally the
Queen, the head und representative of, the
State, shows antagonism to the Church,
and by a Lenten Marriage and a  Good
Friday Ball, insulte the religious feelings
of a large portion of ber suljects, and
openly defics the laws of that Church she
has sworn to delend. All these things
puint to a great change in the relative
poeitions of Church and State.  Seldowm in
her histury has the Church- had grea er
need, that her clergy should as far as
pussible be trce from all worldly ties and
embarrassments, so that when the time
comes they may take a bold and indepen-
dent stdnd befure the rulers ol the world,
and ** speak of God’s testimonics even be-
fore kin_s and be not ashamed.”

The Queen aud her household
being at the time in Scotland, wher
Good Friday is regarded about the
same as all other Fridays, aud where
the Church of Scotland is the Estab-
lished Church, it would have been
wiser, one would think, if our cou-
temporary had uot takeun that desecra-
tion of the day so much to heart
The pretence that a Lenten Marriage
and the uon-ubservance of Good Fri-
day have any relation to * God’s testi-
mouies ” we should have thought too
gross a piece of superstiiion for any
Protestant to euntertain;,  But when
we find in another column ot the same
paper, a phragraph like the following,
we regard it as worse than foolish to
make these two acts grave offcuces
against “the Church. Here is the
paragraph :

** As will be seen hy a paragraph else-
where the Queen chose God Friday as a
suitable day lor giving a Ball to her do-
westics at Balmoral. By a long abeence
from ull Court festivitics and  ceremoniale
her Majesty has done what she could to
offind those who care for worldly plea-
sures ; she is now douingz what she can to
alienate the affections ol some ol her most
religious subjects. The day may come,
perhays in her own time, perthaps 1o that
of her successor, when it will be seen that
the price to be paid for such ncts will be

“only three crowns.” Quod avertat
Deus.”’

The latter sentences look very much
like bigh treason. Zeal for the Church
may be commendible, but when it
runs into such language as this, we
thiuk it hardly comports with either
Christianity or loyalty.

Not only is the Queen regarded by
some of the High churchmen as all in
the wrong, but the ceclesiastical !lead
—the Archibishop of Uanterbury—is
accused ol very improper proceedings.
Qur N. 8. Church organ says : —

The Arehbishop of Canterbury is evi-
dently f1iglitened ut the storm **the Purchas
Judgmens” has raised.  He plainly wishes
w burke the Rewonstrance, signed, it s
snid, by 7000 clergymen, for be has goue
e way tu answer it before it was
presented lo him. Officials are gencrally
uupp-ged not to know what is guing on
under their noses, till it comes before them
throush the circumlocution office ; yet here

own words) the ** unusual and incon-
vedicat step”” ol

'Eifun " 'léi.q,hadognit‘r’ tuking (tw use

suswering & letier before

he had received it.  Undoubtedly the ohject
of his letter is to deter others from signing
the Remonstrance, or to prevent it being
presented. His Grace says, ** not all the
clergy are expected by their parishioners,
or required by their Bishope, rigidly to
observe every point in the rubries at all

times-and-under-all-circumstances.”’”.  This.

is just the plague gpot.  Why are they not
compelled? TIf one rubric is to be rigidly
enforced, why not every one 2"

What a pity it is that Mr. "Miall's
motion for Disestablishment was not
adopted in: the- House of Commous,
the other day. The Kuaglish Church
would then have been as free as the
Irish Church is to. make what altera-
tious they choose in the Rubric aund
vestments, and in candles, gendflec-
tions and processions.

—y -

INTEREST IN EDUCATION.

Our readers have seen the an-
nouncement of the completion of
Two llundred Thousand Dollars ad-
ditional endowmeunt for Newton Theo-
logical To:titation. A friend of Theo-
logical education, in reviewing the
history of this effort, says that ex-
perience shows that such an insti.
tution must depend for aid chiefly
on a few of its friends. This state-
ment will create . surprise at first;
but reflection shows that it is sub-
staotially correct.  The history of
our own imstitutions® agrees with it
Our Associations for a long time have
annually placed on their records the
declaration that they counsider these
institutions most intimately connected
with the welfare of our people; and

‘yet three or four churches in one As-

sociation will probably raise more
moaey for Foreign Missions this year
than the Denomination raised for our
educational institutions last year,—
and this too whiie it was' known by
our people that the liabilities of the
College Board exceeded their income.

‘Fue explanation of this lack of |

sympathy is vot difficult.  Kxperience
has 1aught us the value of other meta-
ods of uscfulness; and the work ac-
complished by them appeals to some
of the strougest affections of the heart.
Parents w'll feel the importance of
Sabbath School work ; and an audi-
ence can always be interested in ac-
counts of the influence of Truth on
the minds of the young. Deseriptions
of places destitute of the Gospel, es-
pecially if they are at a distance, are
always interesting : and the powerful
motive of cempassion for the perish-
ing will naturslly urge men to direct
effart for their salvation. But our
educational institutions, from the na-
ture of their work, cannut awakeun
such sympathy. They must appeal 10
the good judgement of the iutelligent
and far-seeing. The wen connected
with them are seldom before the pub-
lic; for their wo k keeps them at
home. Their audiences are swall;
their time i8 given to woik out of sight ;
and the warm sympuathies that cheer
other laborers fur the public, do not
reach them. If the students ou eunter-
ing public life do well, their success
will be frequeutly ascribed to superior
talents : if they fail the College will be
held responsible for this. Men who
know nothing of the interior working
of an educational institution, ecan not
see why so much mouney should be ex-
pende« for saiaries, buildings, books,
apparatus, and grounds. The return
for all this caunot be estimated by men
who thiuk one professor and an assist-
ant enough, oune building and a few
books sufficient wcans f.r the work.
such cowsiderations make it evideut
that an educational institution of h.gh
order; that depeunds for its income
on popular sympathy, is destined to
prolonged weakness and inefficiency, or
to sudden disappointment and failure.
A.

B e

TEACHERS’ LICENSES,

THE DESTRUCTION OF EXAMINATION
PAPERS,

g s e————

Subsequent to vur last week’s issue,
there appeared in the official report of
the debates in the House of Assembly,
the following refereuce to the maiter
of Teachers' Liceuses, on which we
sought 1o obtain iuformation iu reply
to the enquities of our correspondent
* Henry.” We copy it entire :

Hon. Prov. Seeretary said tha he wished'

to make an esplanation in reference to a
rewurk wade by Dr. Marray, from which
resark it might be infeired that examina-
tion pupers were destroyed in the Education
department in emrequence of gowe intlu-
ence being brought o bear for that pure

we. e had mnde enquiryand ascerin
ed that the Provincial Examiners were
accustwmed to send in their report on small
sheets, of which there were four for every

b

of the examination wns alterwards trans
ferred to another sheet which after boing
proved to be correct was sent to the teacher
as an intimation that he was intitled to g
license ol the grade therein specified  ['he
teacher held this document for three monthy
after whieh he should receive a license,

destroy the pn[;\crnv sent in by the examin.
ers after they had been examined; entered
and proved to be correct and a license i
sued. This course bad always been pun
sued. '

Dr. Murray.said that he had asked for ‘

the examinatf¥n papers of September, 1570,
e joined issue upon the statement that the
practice had always heen to destroy the
papers. A young man had made a com.
plaint'that the license which he had re-
ceived was not in accordance with the repors
sent in by the examiners. - If the papers-
were destroyed how was justice to be done
in this case ? - They should be retained in
the office for two years at least, and he had
been informed that the former practice was
to retain the papers for future reference,
and he read a note from Mr. Rand, late
Superintendent of Edueation, in support of
this statement. -

llon Prov, Secretary said that he was
not surprised to find that the hun. gentle-
man had no better authority insupport of
his statement. More important papers than
those teferred to, and which 1t was Mr,
Rand's duty to have preserved for the pro-
tection of the Provinee, could not be found
siree he had lelt the department. It a
candidate required explanation he should
seek it within the three munths previous to
the issuing of his license, and it he asked
none'up to that time the presuinption was
that he bad no fault to find. W hen once
the license was issued it was too late to
make an alteration, and the license could
not be annulled on one of the prelimiuary
pu(n.'rs referred to by Dr. Murray.

Mr Purdy said that parties had a right
to know whether the .icenscs were issued
vroperly or not, and he was surprised to
héar that the practice existed of destroying
the original minutes and thus preventing
an investigation. Theie should be sume
means of knowing whether the licenses were
properly issued, for teachers were complain-
10g & :at they did not get justice. If origi-
nal papers were to he destroyed there
would be no means of tracing outan impro-
per act.

Hon. Atty. General said that the only

o'ject in keeping the papers would be to
gratify the curiusity of the public as to the

nature cf the exam.nitions.  What would
be thought if the government passed such
A minute as was passed by the Tupper-
Goverament during the reign of the lamous
I'. I. Rand, authorizing the examiners to
permit appiicants for license to work: their
papers at home ? T at was oune of the
orders signed by Mr, Rand, the gentleman
who had furnished the information to the
hon. member for Pictou.

The attempt of the late Attorney
Geuneral to divert attention from this
subject by referring to something else,
will not impose ou sensible, thinking
men ; but will tend to confirm the sus-
picion that he knew  there was some-
thing disreputable in'the present con-
duct of the Kducation office, which
needed hiding from pnblic view.,

As Mr. Rand’s chatacter is attacked,
we have thought ‘it right and proper
that ‘he should have the opportunity of
giving whatever explanation way be
requircd by the above statements
wade in the House of Asseibly, and
we therefore addressed to him the
following note :—

Havieax, May 15th, 18710
T. . Ranp, Esq.,—

Dear Sir.—Eoclosed is the official re-

wt of the dehate in the House o Assem-
bly of April 3rd.  As | propose to publish
the same in the Christian Messenger of
this week, and as it réters 1o matiers which
ocearred in the Education office whilst you
were Superintendent, | feel it is only fair
to our readers and yourself that the oppor-
tunity should be atlorded you of giving un
explanation, to apjear at the sawme tune,
[ shail be glad if you will let me bave such
cxplanation to-day, and vhlige.

Yours, &e,
S. SELDEN,

We have since received the follow.
ing Reply from Mr. Rand :—

6_8 Birmincuax Sr., Harirax,

et May 15, 1871.
S. SeLpeN, Esq.,

Dear Sir,—1am_much obliged by the
courtesy you have extended to me. There
arc two or toree statcments in the extrack
which you'huve enclosed that werit “re-
mark. . ;

1. Mr. Vail is reported as having said :

“The rule in the departnont ind been to
destroy the papers sentin v the ¢x miaers
ater they had been examined, e teced - nd
proved to be co reet und a lce se issucd.
Th s course had always been pursued.”

If Mr. Vail meant to say that any such
¢ rule or * gourse'’ ever obtained in t1e0
E lucatiom Dcpurtmem prm‘imul to my re-
moval from the office of Superintendent,
his stutement is wholly incorveet. [ left in
the custody of wy successor ull the exan-
inution papers that had ever passed under
the hands of the Provincial Examiners.
Teanscripts of the
were most earefully prepared for eandid es,
and ‘entered in the Record Bok: bat
the origival estimates over the signuture of
each exwiner were fyled with the exnm-
inativn papers of each candidute. The
Rev. Mr, Hunt kpows whether these Vo-

teacher.  The sum total shewing the resu t lumiovus documents were in the

4

The rule in the department had becn to
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