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T.eassons for1871. 

THE WORDS OF JESUS. 

Suxvar; May 21st, 1871. 

Self-Denial for Christ,—Mark viii. 34-38, 

Gorpry Text.—* Of him also shall the 

.Son of man be ashamed, '—Vs. J8. 

Scripture Serrerions.— Parallel pas. 
sages ; Matthew xvi. 24-27 ; Lake ix, 23- 

26. Also Romans vi, vii. 

To whom were these words spoken ? ve, 34. 

For whom then is this lesson meant? ‘Who 

are meant in vs. 34, by * whosoever”? 

What in the same vs. by ** will cone after 

we’ ? How does his differ from, * come 

unto me,” in Matthew xi. 28? Have you 
“obeved either of these calls? 

What three things must be done tha: we 

may coe after Jesus? vs. 34. What 1s 

meapt by ¢ deny’ ? What by deny Aim- 

se In what things must a man deny 

igell ‘so that he may come after Christ ? 
ave you ever done #0 ? 
W bat is the second thing to be done? 

vs. 34. What isa**cross 2 What isit to 

+ take up" his cross ? What is your cross? 

Have you ever taken it ap? What is the 

third requirement of Jesus? vs. 34. What 

is it to ** follow’ a person? How can we 

follow Jesus 2 Do you tollow. him? How 

many of thes¢ three duties have you done? 

Do vou then ** come after,” Jesus, or not? 

Repeat ve. 35. How can one's life be 

lost when saved, and yet saved when lost? 

Prepare carefully to answer the question in 
vs. 00 ;aleoin ve. 37. Repeatvs.o8. Arve you 

vashamed’? of Jesus, or.of lds words? | 

PER 

y Po Aun 

Life.—Na ural life. pertains to the body, 

and spiritual life to the soul,” and is the 

result of a new hirth, and is the possession 

of believers. John iii. 15, 16. Seeking to 

save the natural life, mdny refuse to follow 

| Jesus, and lose eternal Iie, while those 
who pursue eternal life at all hazards, gain 

it, and gain all needful. things besides, 

Matt vi. 33. In comparison with the scr- 

vice of Christ, however, our natural lives 

are not worthy to be considered for a wmo- 

ment. Luke xiv. 20. 

Verse 36. —No mere important question 

was ever framed. Ask scholars for their 

deliberately formed judgments upon it. 

The loss of the sd@il is a penalty, first, for 

sin committed, and secondly for ‘neglect of 

the only salvaticn, If the whole world 

were gained, it would be but for time, nnd 

it would be with many a care and anxiety, 

and yet for this, the better, ¢inless world 

which stands forever, is forfeited, The 

soul lost, all is lost. 

Perse 37.—** What shall a man give &e. 

The price which the carthly-minded gives 

for the world is his eoul. But having laid 

that down as a price, what hus he fora 

counter-price to buy the soul "back again? 

»» Whosoever.” shows that the text 

put to slime” or cofifurion, Whosoever. is 

words of Jesus, and who hence shrinks 

from ackuowledging him in the world, 

hall nd Jesus at the judewment shrinking Juag a 

» ; 2 en ‘ * ’ . What proof have you that yon are not ? | i such: Sarrounding sinfulness nowise 
Of whom will ** the Son of man” be 

ashamed at Just? va, 38, Will he be 

ashamed of you? What then will become 

of you? What is your present duty ? 

Sumyaary.—To really be a Cliristian, one | 

must give up cverything lor Christ. Other- | 

wise, everything is lost fur ever: but in 

this way, all good is gained. i 
1 

AxaLysis,—Self denial for Christ.—I. 

Demanded. vs. 34. Three selt-denying du- 

ties speeificd, ill 

Il. Enforecde vs. 35-38. 1. BY argu. 
ment. v8. 33-37. (1) Without i", death 

is certain. vs. 35. (2) Without it, life is 

a failure. vs. 36. (3) Without~it, “hope 
is extinguished. ve. 37. 2. By warning. 

vs. 38, 

Exposition. — This was spoken near 

Cesarea Philippi. el 

Let several pupils have their Testaments 

“excuses from fidelity to Jesus. Repeat the 

hymn + Jesus and shall it ever be.” 

glruvsTraTions.— He who elings to a very 

small sin, is held by that sin and lost, 

A wise man once sccking to explain a 

| cross, took two slips of wood, a long and a 
short one, and said : ** The long piece re. 

presents the will of God, the short one 
your will. Lay your will in a line with 
God's will, and you hinve no cross; lay it 

athwart, and you at once have a cross.” 

Abridged from the Baptist Teacher. 
Recite,—Scripture Catechism, 2035, 200. 

Re -- 

ANSWER TO SBCRIPTJRE ENIGMA. 

No. wv, 

G-aza's strong gates Samson bore quite 
away. Jud. xvi. 2. 

open at the parallel passages to detect and 

state every varistion in the phrases, some 

of which will add materially to the under- 

standing of the subject. 
To whom spoken.—** The people,” and 

to ** the disciples '' ; therefore to ull classes. 

Here then is a message for every one. 

Will come after me,—As a learner, a | 

friend, an obedient pupil, as one ready to 

identify himself and his interests with me, 

Peter did not sez just what the coming 

after Jesus involved. hence Jesus tells Lim 

this, and he tells all others also. 

Come unto me, tells of the beginning, 

while the “ come after’ tells rather of 

the following on. Some who profess to 

have come untv Christ, do not come after 

him very closely. Are we following him 
closely ? Mark xiv. 54. 
Deny himself.—To refuse a request or 

eppeal. In the case Liere supposed the re- 
quest or a) peal is from the wan himself 

Some part of his nature urges it. Ano- 
ther part, which acts obediently to Jesus, 
denics thie appeal, abeolutely refuses to 
gantit, This is the spiritual nature which 
they have who are born again. Jobn iii. 
3,5; Matthew xi 28-30. Tle part denied | 

is the natural, sinful part, which loves 

wrong, and loves sinful ease, ete. Rom. 

vi. 19; vil. 22, 23. 

Take up his cross.—The cross, as spoken | 
of in Christ's day wus equivalent to * the 

gallows,” among us. The term * cross,” 

came therefore to have a new figurative use 
as any very tevere ordeal, or trial, Each 

one coming alter Jesus is required to | 

take up his own cress. For the nature of 
their crosses, see Matthew x. 34-38 ; Johh 

xvi. 153. Persecution, opposition, wisrc- | 

presentation, neglect, ete., have ever since 

been freely allotted to Christ's followers. 

The phrase *¢ take up his cross’ comes | 
from the requirement then prevailing that 
a criminal should earry his own cross to 
the place of execution. He who will come 

after Jesh must not shrink from trial, 

even though it be a weane of death to him, 

but he must fake i¢ up, promptly, cheer- 
fully. and for Jesus’ sake. John xix, 17. 

Follow me.—Some followed Jesus in this 
way from merely selfish motives. Jobo vi, 
26. Others because they honored, loved, 
and trusted ‘him. John vi. 28. Ie was 

more to them than all the world besides. 

If we ure liko these followers, we will de 
light to walk in all his appointed add 

| 
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O nesimus' debt Paul said be would pay. 
Philemon 19. 

D-agon before the ark fell ‘flatly down. 
1 Sam. v..3. 

[.chabod’s father died beneath God's frown. 

A 1 Sam. vi. 21. 

S-anballat's servant bore a Letter forth, 

Neh. vi. J, 6. 

i L-aban’s large flocks were bless'd for Jacob's 
| worth, Gen. xxx. 30° 

O-thniel by bravry won his cousin's hand. 

3 @ Jud. i, 13. 

| 'V-ashti refus’d t’ obey her lord's command. 
Fadl. 1. 12, 

{ 

| 

| E-gypt for many years the Hebrews fed, 
(Gen. xlvii, 27). 

ti.l forth from thence they were by Moses 

| 
| That Gop 18 Love should cheer each 

| anxious heart, 

| And from that nought love can his chil: 

| dren part. 
| Gop 18 Love.—1 John iv. 8. 
| 

| 

— 

ANSWERS TO BIBLE QUESTIONS. 

"1. Amos was among the Berdmen of 
'Tekea, Amos i. 15 vin, 14; 1 was-an 
herdmen, and a gatherer of sycamore 
| trait,” 
2. Amoz, the father of Isaiah. 2 Kings 
| six. 2 Is. LL). 
| 

a wow He 

SCRIPTURE BIOGRAPHY. 

No. mn. 
The Bible gives biographical sketches of 

a good many different sorts of women as 

well as of men. llere is a deseription of 
sume touching incidents in the life of 

» A GRACIOUS WOMAN, 

1. We first hear of her as hospitably 

| entertaining an eminent servant ol God at 

ber house. Whenever ho passed that way 
she constrained him to be her guest, and, 
with thoughtful care, made special arrange- 
ments for his comfort. She sought no 

favour at his hands when he was anxious 

to prove his gratitude, and, krowing her 
prosperous lot, he felt at a loss, till he 
found that God had withheld from her one 

great gift, His prayer that this joy might 
be her's was answered, and she received 

istry. 
2. Some years later, a great and sudden 

blow fell on this happy home. The stricken 

T > 

reaches every one. ** Ashamed,” means | 

made to feel thus by the name, or the | 

. . ol 

rom an acknowledgment of him and of | 

the blessing in honour of her loving min-. 

___THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 
how best to spare another the nnguish she 

felt, she hastened to the holy man, and 

poured out her full heart at lis feet. 

Touched by her pleading, he came to the 

quiet reom which had long ago een setapart 

for himself, and, alone with the dead, he 

“Wrestled with God for tho precious life, | 
The prager of faith was heard, and grief 

wis changed to ndoring cestacy. 
3. Being warned hy this man of God to 

escape disasters about to fall upon her peo- 

ple, she and her family retired to a place 

of refuge fur several years. - In her absence, 

all her possessions were seized, and ghe was 
obliged on her return to present hereclf at 
court to clyjm their restitution, The king 

was listening at that moiént to an account 
of the great works wrought by the holy 
man on this woman's behalf. Suddenly 
the narrator recognised the rupphant, ace 
companied, too, by lim on whom the 
miracle was performed, and. pointed her 

out to the king, whoso appeal to her drew 

forth confirmation of the wondrous story. 

The deeply impressed monarch gave strict 

orders not cnly for the restoration of her 

lands, but also that their entire produce 

during her long absence should be given 

her. 

While we are ignorant of this woman's 

nume; we have a clear idea of her nature, 

She possessed strength of character, tender 

ness, faith, and piety. It is very note- 
worthy that the greatest blessings of her 

life Howed from ber loving reverence and 
hospitality to Gol's sevvamt: - 

Find who were the persons refcrred to in 
this narrative, and find a declaration of 
our Saviour's which this history strikingly 

| illustrates. 

SHAN'T AND WON'T. 

Shan't and Won't were two littie brethers, 

Angry and sullen and gruff’; 
Try and Will are dear little vistors, 
One searcely can love them enough, 

1'Shan't and Won't looked down on their 

nuses, 
Their faces were dismal to sec; 

Try and Will are brighter than roses 

In June, and as blithe as the bee. 
4: 

Shan'tand Won't were backward und stupid, 

Little indeed did they know , 

Try and Will learn something new daily, 

And seldom are heediess or slow, 

Shan'tand Won't loved nothing, no, nothing 
So much us to have their own way ; 

Try und Will give up to their elders, 

And try to please utheis at play. . 

Shan't and Won't came to terrible trouble, 

Their story is too sad to tell ; 
[ry and Will are now at the infant-sciool, 

Learning to read and to spell, 
———_— —— 

THE RIGIKT SORT. 

Our Thomas dropped a large, fine red 

apple out of the- front window, which 
rolled very near the iron wiling between 

the grass-plat and the street, Thomas for. 
got to pick it up. Shortly alter two boys 

came along. 
** Oh, my!’ criel one; *‘see that 

bouncing upple. Let's hook it out!" 
The other boy whispered, Oh, don't ; 

there's somebody looking i” und on’ they 
went, 

A little girl next passed. She spied the 
apple, and stopped, looking very hud a 
it, ‘hen put her hand through the rails, 
and tried to reach it. Lier fingers just 
touched it. She looked round ; & man 

wus coming down the street. The girl 

withdrew und went away, 

A ragzed little fellow came by soon after, 
** That boy will grab the app'e,” 1 suid 

to myse [, peeping through the blinds. 

Lis bright eyes at once caught sight of it, 

and he stopped. After looking at ita 
moment, he ran across the etreet and 

picked up a stick. He poked the stick 

through the rails, and drew the apple nar 
enough to pick it up. Turning it over in 
his grimy hands, 1 could not help seeing 
how he longed to eat it. Did he pocket 

it and run? No. 

He came up the steps and rang the door. 
bell. I went to thedoor. 1 found this 
big apple in your front garden,” said the 

Loy, ** und [ thought maybe you had 

dropped it out, and didut know it was 

there ; 80 | have brought it to you.” 
“* Why did you not eat it?" 
Oh," said he, ** it is not mine * 

¢ It was almost in the street,” 1 said, 

* where it would have been hard to fund 

its owner,” : Hg 
“ Almost is not quite,” replied the boy, 

« whieh Mr. Curtis says makes all the dif- 
fevence in the world.” 

one bore it meekly ; and, after arranging | + Who is Mr. Curtis?" ’ 

“ My Suanday-school teacher. He has 

explained the eighth commandment to me, 

and I khow it; what is better, I mean to 

stick to it. “What s the use of knowing 
unless you net up to it?" Ilere he handed 
n.e the apple. 
“Will you accept the apple?” T said 

“ Iam glad you brought itn; 1 like to 

know honest boys." 

1 think you will agree with me, that he 

is the right sort of Sunday-school scholar, 
lle equarés his conduct by the instruction 

which he ges there. 
—_— We 

BEN-ONI. 
om. 

Once upon a time, a great many years 

ago, in a distant land a mother lay dying, 

She was very sorry to have go to and leave 

the dear little baby boy God had just 
given to her. So, as she looked at Lim 

and thought of this, she said, * Call his 
name Ben.oni,” That means ** Son of my 
sorrow.” IB t his futher could not bear 

that such a name should cling to him all 

the way through life, so he said, ** No! 
let us call him Benjamin,’ That is, Son 
of the right hand, a great comfurt, a bless- 

ing, # help. How you would miss your 
right hand if it were cut off. Cuan any of 
you tell me whq this little Foy was? And 

what were - the names of his futher and 

mother ? 
Are any of you named Ben-oni? Are 

you disobedient, or idle, or relfish, or bad. 

tempered ? © Or are you the opposite of 

these, —u Benjamin, a child of joy, of com- 

fort, of blessing? The wisest man who 
ever lived (who was he?) says, ** A wise 

som [uw Benjamin] maketh a glad father; 
but u toolish son [a Ben.oni] is the henvi 

ness of his mother.’ Which are you ? 

 -_-—— SEE 

UNFORTUNATE SPEECHES. 

By vnfortunate speeches we do not mean 
any that aie made on the platiorm, in the 

{ pulpit or’at the bar. Muny of those are 
& 

unfortunate cnough us everybody knows, 

but we refer to those which may be heard 
by the fireside, in the social circle, on the 
streets, ancl wherever men and women meet 
together, The speeches we call “unfortu- 
nute are those short utterances wliich give 

prin and make mischief, They ure genes 
rally marked by thoughtlessness, rudeness, 
and a want of respect for the feelings cl 
others. Sometimes they are the expres 
sions of a spiteful or malicious heart, and 
sometimes they are only the evidence of a 

+ giddiness in the head." Sometimes they 
are accompanied witha contemptuous turn 
of the lip or an indignant flush of the eye, 
and sometimes they ure wade with a bland 
swile and with anair ol indifference, Bat, 

however made, they give pain nod prodice 
evil rerults, An example or two will 
illustrate the kind of speech we mean, A 
friend of ours who lectures oeensionally 
fur the benefit of other people—and him- 
selt—was returning with an unequaintanece 

from a lecture given by a stiunger. On 

the way home the acquaintance who had 
often heard our [riend lecture, very em. 

pb tically remarked, ** The lecture | have 
just listened to was by far the best 1 ever 
heard in all wy life.” We remember, 
tuo, the speech of a young lady who enlled 

to see her pustor soon alter his settlement 
over the chureh of which she was un wem- 

ber. It is sometimes the case when a 
clergyman goes into a new parish that he 
line to hear all the scandal ubout his pres 
decessor which has been wlked over by his 
people for the past fuw years, But this is 

nut always #0. Some people welcome a 
| new pastor by incerrunt yo praising the old 
one. They scem tg think the surest way 

t wake the new man lappy is to let” him 
know on every possible occasion how deep- 

ly they are anttuched to the man he bas 
succeeded, “Mr, 5.” say they—'* was 

an excellent preacher, und a better pastor 

never could be found.” Visit him when 

you would, enll him out when you would, 

he was always ready to receive you, lle 

was-unsclfish and so good, I've made np 

my wind we shall never have such a man 

again.” And after a speceh like this, peo- 

ple will go home und think what a pleasant 
visit they have wade. OQ very pleasant ! 
such speech s give a wonderful appetite 

for one’s dinver, and greatly cheer a new 
pastor's heart, The young lady 0° whom 

reference ins been made seins to have 

thought so, at any rmte. For after u long 
pu: egyric on her former pastor, she finished 

her remarks by looking steadfastly in the 
eve of her present one and saying slowly, 
0) dear, ** | wish Le never Jad left us 

Theeo illustrations are sufficient to show 
what we menn hy ** unfortunate speeches,” 
and also to show how earelul we should be 
to avoid them. —N. Y. Musical Gazelle. 

\ 

A Temperance Column, 

HOW THE WIFE FELT, 
-—— 

A man at whose louse 1 was a guest, 

and a cruel husband ; had beaten his poor 

wife till she had almost become used to it, 

Bat, said he, the very moment 1 signed 
the pledge, I thought ol my wile ; what 
will my wife say of this? Strange that 1 

should think of my wife the first thing, 

and, a8 I was going home, 1 sid to my- 

sell: Now, il 1 go home and tell her all 

of a sudden that [ have signed the pledge, 
she'll faint away, or she'll up and do some: 

thing ; and [ must break it to her by do. 

grees, Only think of it; why, tie night 

before, 1'd have knocked ber down, just as 

like ne not, if’ she had not looked to please 

me ; and now I'm planning to break good 

news 10 her, for lear it would upset her. 

As near us | could gather from what he 

told me, he found his wife sitting over the 

embers waiting for him. As he came into 
thie house he sad: 

' Nancy, I think that ——" 

« Well, Ned, what is it?" 

“Why I think [=shall—that is—1I mean 

to —to=Nuncy IT wean —-7" ue 

“ What's the watter, Ned? Anything 

the watter ?” 

w Ye," nid be, ¢¢ the matter's just this 

1 have eigred the temperance pledge, 

and, so help me God, I'll keep it!” 

She started to her feet, and she did fain 

away. 1 was just in time to cateh her; 
and as she lay in my arms, her eyes shut 
and ber face so pale, ghinks I, she's dead, 

and I've done it now. Dut she wasn’t 

dead ; she opened her eyes, and then sh 

put her arms round my neck ; and I didn’t 
know she was so strong, us he yulled and 
puiled, till she got me down where” had 

not been for thirty years belore=—on my. 

knees, Then she said: * O God! help 

him? and I said, ** Awen,” and she said, 

«0 God! Lielp my poor Nell; and strengths 

en him to keep his pledge,’ ‘and L-hollered 
vw Amen!” just as loud as [ eould holler. 

That was the first time we ever knelt to- 

gether, but it was not the list, 

« ew 

THRILLING INCIDENT. 
- 

At a temperance meeting in Philadelphia 

sume years nga, ou learned clergyman spoke 

in favor of wine as a drink, demonstrating 

its use quite to his own satisfaction to 
be spiritual, gentlemanly, snd healtuful, 
When he sat down, a plain elderly man 
rose and asked leave to say a few words, 
A young friend of mine," said he, ** who 

had long been intemperate was ut length 
prevai.cd on, to the great joy of his friends, 
to tuke thie pledge of entire abstinence (rom 

all that could intoxicate, He kept the 
pledge faithfully for some time, struggling 
with lus habit fearfully, till one cvening in 
un social party glasses of wine were handed 
around. They came to un clorgyman pres- 

ent, who took a glass, raying a few words 
in viudication of the practice, * Well! 
thought the young man, * il a clergyman 
can take wine, and justify it so well, why 
not 17" So be took u glare, It instantly 
rekindled his slumbering appetite, aud 

alter uw downwmd course, he died of deli 
rium tremens —died au raving madman.’ 
I'he old man paused for utterance, urd was 
jut able to add 4 That young man wie 
my son, and that clergyman was the Rev. 
Doctor who has just uddressed the asscmb- 
ly." 

* ea 

WILL TAKE WHAT FATHER TAKES," = 
“ What will you take to drink?" asked a 
waiter of a young lad, who, for the fires 
time, accomynnied his father to a publie 
dinner. Uncertain what to say, and feel 

ing sure he could not be wrong if he 
followed his father's exam) le, he replied, 
“ I'l tnke what father takes.” 

The answer reached the [ather's ear, and 

instantly the full responsibility of his posi- 

tion flushed upon him. + Waiter, 11] take 

water,’ And from that day to this strong 
drink has been banished from that man’s 

howe, : 
 _———h 

A young man at HopKinton, noticing 
that his tobacco didn’t ** ¢hew right,’ dis 

‘sected the plug and found that a lizard 

had been pressed between its folds, and 

that it was its diied flesh and hones which 

made the weed taste so queerly, 
tS Sx wr CRG Gre wm @ m—— 

Farin, — Pat, do you see the wind hae 
Llown the scare crow down ? — Get away 

and sot it up. Pat,-- It's better as it is, 
master i the crows 11 think its stoopin’ to 
pick up a stone. 

“Moy 

told oie that ho had been wo herd drinker —— 
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