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works. Theology engaged his attention
when quite young, for he was .(mly
twenty-1wo years old when he publizhed
a book on * Erpors concerning the
Trinity,” propounding what would now
be called Unitarian views. Other works
were issued from time to time, the

““mest important of which was entitled

”»

« Christianisnti Restuutio,’ or * '|‘bre
Restoration of Christianity.” He hd@l
that the Reformers had not proceeded
far enouch - in their inquiries, and he

_ endeavored to point out how far they

should go. But neither Roman Catho-
lies nor Protestants were prepated to
receive the book. At Vienne, in
France, he was denounced to the In-
quisition, seized, and condemned to die.
But he managed to escape, wande:ed
about various paris of Italy, and at
lJength found his way to Switzerland.
Calvin heard of his arrival at Geneva,
and procured bhis arre-t. He was ex-
amined, tried, condemred, and burnt
alive (Oct. 17, 1553), to the everlasting
disgrace of the Protestantism of the
gixteenth century. It is one of the
saddest chapters in ecclesiastical his-
fory.

That he
denied Iu‘ant Baptism is a certainty.
Many persons have done the same,
whom we would nor have acknowled-
ged as Baptists, their sentiments on
other points being erroneous, or their
practice faulty. :

If ecclesiastical historians are to be
believed, Servetus advocated notions
which no—Baptist —of —the nineteenth
centugy would endorse.

Calvin says—* It would take too
long to relate _with how many errors—
yea, prodigious blasphbemes - agains!
God—the book abounds.” (Letters of
John Calvin) i 422.) But lis test-
many must not be adduced, becanse he |
was the enemy of Servetus, and per-
secuted him to-death.

Mosheim says that he “ most violent-
ly assuiled the opinion beld by the
great body of Christians respecting the
divine nature and the three persons in

*it.” (Ecclesiastical History, Cont, xxi.,

Sec. 3)y- 7

Dr. Thomas McAie is “ induced to
think that the anti-trinitarian opinions
were introduced into Italy by means of
the writings of Servetus” (Reformation
i Italy, p. 150).

The Rev. John Seott ohserves (Cona
tinualion of Milner's Church History,
ili. 621) that Seryetus was * led away
by a daring, self-confident, speculating
spirit into the extravagances of panthe-
ism, virulent anti-trinitarianism, mater-
ialism, and anabaptisn., all combined
together.” . :

Dr. W. L. Alexander speaks of the |
* heretical notions_copcerning the Trin-
ity,” held by Servetus, and of his
“ gross and insultingblasphemies” (En
cyclopedia Britannica, Art. ** John
Calvin®). i

“ Pantheism, in our day,” Felix
Bungener remarks (Calvin : his life,
hts labors, ond his writings, p. 244),
“is often taught, or combatied, on the
ground of social questions; between
Calvin and Servetus, it was on the
ground of dogma. ‘Therefore, even if
we were disposed to grant, dogmati-
cally, less importance than Calvin con.
ceded to the question of the Trinty,
we must yet admit that Calvin was
right in perceiving, in the system and
method of Servetus, the subversion of
Christianity. No Christian, not even
the most latitudinarian, would judge
otherwise if a new Servetus weie to
arise; he would only need such a con-
versation as Calvin relates having had,
one day, before the Council, with the
spanish heretic, * What !” said Calvin
‘if one were to strike thiz pavement
with his foot, and to say that he is
trampling upon thy God, wouldst thou
not be borrified at having subjected the
majesty of God to such opprobrium 7'
Then Servetus said, “ L have no doubt
that this berich, this éupboard, and all
that can be shown me, are the substance
of God’ And again when it was ob-
jected to him that, according to him,
therefore, even the devil would be
substantially God, he replicd laughing,
‘Do you.doubt it? "All things are
part and pareel of God.'”

Dr. Henry (Life of Calvin, ii. 200),
says that ‘* Pantheistic and Platonic
notions lay st the root of his sysiem,”

Now, whatever might be the correct-
néss of his doctrinal sentiments on other
subjects, it is manifest enough that the
opinions of Servetus, as described by

the writers quoted above, were destitute
of foundation, either in reason or in

Seripture. - He might be sound on the
mgl and other questions, but in
: to the Divine nature he was

gty 5 i

We cannot claim Servetus as *'a
Baptist. in his views"—looking at our
- n . 2 7 - ‘i »
¢ Decldaration of -Faith and Practice.

For the Christian Messenger.
THE FIRST OFTHE SERIES.

Mr. Editor,—1 wish you a happy
year. Ycu deserve it. Without ask-
ing more money thao l\eretof(')l'c_)'qu
provide eight more columns: This 1s
generous and ought to secure you
_happiness: Your pa-er was alrcady
large @nd richly -freighted, dang good
everywhere. But eight néw cJlumas
will not make it too large. May you
live to add another eight and be re-
warded. This is all candid but it 1s
also preliminary to a request. I want
some portion of the new space. Say
"a golumn or £0 monthly. That, surely,
is a moderate request. I know you
will - grant ‘it. In fact, I consider it
granted and proceed.

What to write and what not to
write? Few questions mcre import-
ant. How much is written that ought
pot to be written. lHow much is
written’ for merchandize. Books will
soon be written and sold by the cord,
on the other hand, how much 1s suffer-
ing to be written that somehow never
gets written. How many things start
up,flourish and establish themselves to
whose rootd'the Editorial axe should
be laid most vigorously and is mot.
The wicked things ge on rootiug them-
selves more firmly, branching more
widely, blossoming more abuudantly
and never an axe uplifted against them.
On the other band how many a tender
root that would grow and spread aud
Joad- itself with fruit, good and whole-
scme, that dies for want of a little
fostering care. How much good seed
lies in good ground ready to spring up
were but the KEditorial dew to distil
upon it, which. distils not.

Then, what to recad and what not to
read ? What Benefactor will stand
forth and make a right selection ? We
have only seventy years or so, aoy of
us.. What a mistake to have left ua-
read all our lives better books than we
have read,when some guide might have
led us to the richer ferst. Arise,
Benefactor, and give us this Boon.
Select and prescribe a seventy years
course of the very best reading. Is
pot this practicable ? - If one man is
not equal to the -task could the
nation select and appoiot a Committee
todo it? I wish the nation would
consider this.

There is one comfort,
We know what book should head the
list. There can be vo doubt here.—
Tue Boox demaunds to be read.—
Whatever books are left unread let
vot the Bible be left unread. Read
what else you may, if you do not read
the Bible you are ignorant. It gives
you the carliest history of things. For
many centuries it is the only book that
tells what was doing. It tells you
what you are, whence you cawme,
whither you go. It reveals the ouly
way of escape from the punishment
your sins deserve. [t sets forth Jesus
Christ the Saviour from sin. No other
book does this. Tt tells what you are
to do to fulfil the end for which you
live. No other book does this. Bearch
the Scriptures. The danger of an
age of books is that the Bible may be
put low on the list of books to be read
—t00 low to be reached. Heunce infi-
delity and all mauner of errors flour-
ish. Let these eight new eolumus do
something to secure the reading of the
Bible.

Enough for now.

howe7er.—

HALLIBURTON.

The Christian Fessenger.

Halifax, N . 8., January 4th, 1871.
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ASPECTS OF THE NEW YEAR.

The new year opens ominously, On
all rides there are symptowms .of dis.
turbaoce and alarm. ‘T'he nations of
Kurepe are regarding eich other with
disirust, and some of thewm are trewmb-
ling for their own safety. )

Frussia,vietorious beyond all former
precedent, is bleeding at every pore,
tor tae losses which ber army has sus.
tained have carried distress to house-
holds in all parts of bier territory,

France, vexed, mortified, enraged at
her defeats, but not yet humbled, in-
j vites greater suffering, and would

rather starve than submit. the
combatants in this * greatduel,” as it
has been ealled, seem determined to
fight on till compelled by sheer exhaus-
tion to cease.

There are warring elements in her
population, ‘aud a volcanic air pre-
vaills. e R e

Spain’s legislature has veted a king.

wiil be hearty, /or his term of office
long.  There j8 a numerous and defi-
ant winority. sufficiently powerful, per-
haps. to cause serious cmbroilmeunt.

Holland and Belgium ace looking
on with uneasy feelings. They ‘are
afraid of being -swallowed up:- It is
the fashion in these days to cons'ruct
great powers by the absorption of the
smaller.

“Russia has assumed s threatening
aspect, and evidently means mischief.

Turkey is not well prepared for the
rough grasp of her northern neighbour,
and claims the sympathy of old allies.
Great Britain 1s appealed to—with
what success remains yet to be reen,
for the people are divided in opinion,
some of them being desirous of hold-
ing on to the traditionary poliey, others
preferring peace at any price.

Abroad, the atmosphere looks hazy

in some directiouns.
China watches for an-opportunity to
get rid of the * outside barbarians,”
and commences opeérations by- burning
chapels and massacring missionaries
and converts., The Chinese have for-
gotten that by the tea-craft they “*have
their wealth,” and they fail to foresee
the emormous amount of misery wiiich
would follow the suspension of com-
merce. Nothing could be so disas-
trous -to them asto bo left to them-
selves.

There are misckief-makers, too, on
this coutinent. . They would rather
see¢ Ulysses S. Grant employed as a
General than as President, They would
*¢ Jet slip the dogs of war,” utterly re-

they would secure power and wealth
for themselves. It is much to be de-
sircd that the President wmay not allow
bimself to be duped and betrayed by
them. :

And thus, as we said,. the new year
opeus omivously. But let us listen to
the song of the Hebrew bard—** Tue
Lorp reieNeru.” Too many, who
call themselves Christians, would fain
have us regard that song as little bet-
ter . than an old ballad or a nursery
rhyme. Their aim is to glerify man.
They would thrust God out of his own
court. The world. would soon go to
ruin if they had the rule. There is
another Hebrew soug, relating to those
who say, ** Let us break their bands
asunder, and cast away their cords from
us.” It tells us that ** He that sitteth
in the heavens shall laugh ; the Lord
shall bave them in derision.” 8o it
bas been, through successive ages,
and so it will ' be, till ** the kingdows
of this world are become the kingdoms
of our Lord and of his Christ.”

nations and their strivings for pre-cmi-
nence, which country, after all, is the
greatest 7 Not that which has the
Lroadest territory and the most num-
erous  population ; ~whose soldiers
are expert in war ;" and the habits
of whose pcople are gay and self-
indulgent :—but the land where sound
freedom is combined with-firm gov-
ernment, and laws righteously and
impartially administered ; where the
rights of honest industry are pro-
tected ; where the fountains of know-
ledge are open to all; where science is
religious, and religion intelligent ;
where fit provision is made for the des-

assisted to hel

ble, the Oply Wise God.”

-—  vwse

FIFTY YEARS AGO.

to various reflections.
bumiliation.

trust—or with bope.

for contemplation.
Fifty years
king (George

vir:ues.

 Lialyis restloss and ill st sase~

»

But it is not certain that his reception |

gardless of comsequences,  sars thatd

Meanwhile, amid the jealousies of

titute aud afflicted ; where the poor are
themtelves, and the
rich acknowledge their responsibilities
to the Great Giver :—in a word, that
covntry is the greatest which is the
most enlightened, the most moral, the
most otedient to the commands of
‘““ the King Eternal, Imwortal, Iovisi-

Our entry on & neéw year gives rise
We look back
on the past with gratitude—and with
We took forward to the
futare with seriousvess—or with dis.

The contrast of the present with the
pust way furnish an ivteresting topie

Vo. we respected the
1V.) for his'office sake ;
now, we esteem the sovereigu for her

Fifty years ago, there were no rail-
roads, no ocean steamships, no electric

Fifty years ago, Napoleon I. was
piving away on the rock of St Helena.

" Prssia.

Fifty years ago there were no steel
pens, no postage stamps, vo photo-
graphs, -not to speak of many- other
inventions and improvements, which
contribute materially to our conveni-
ence and comfort. i

But we may turn to religious con-
siderations.

Fifty years ago, none but members
of the Chureh of England could bear
office under the Crown, or in corporate
towns and cities. That restriction has
ceased to exist.

Fifty years ago, the Church-rate
was an oppressive tax in Eogland. It
is now abolished.

Fifty years ago, a dissenting minis-
ter could ‘not officiate at a marriage
in Eogland. Persons may now be
married by their own ministers, of any
religious denomination, or at a Regis-
trar’'s office, without the intervention of
a winister. :
Fifty years ago, violent interrup-
tions of noo-episcopal worsk'p, aud
cases of individual persecution for
nonconformity were matters of frequent
occurrence. Now, they rre scarcely
ever heard of. In the Evangelical
Alliance, all denominations are re-
presented, and Kpiscopalians unite
with Baptists in the Revision of the
Authorised Version of the Bible,

The state of our own denomination
deserves nctice. Its increase has been
remarkable- :

Fifty years ago, there were about
six hundred Baptist Churches in Great
Britain and Irelind, with thirty thous-
anl members. The present returns
are—Churches, 2600—members,.300,-
Fifty.years ago, there were thirty-
eight Baptist Churches in London and
its vicinity :—there are now two ban-
dred aud ninctcen.

Fifty years ago, therc were about
five thousaud Baptist Churches in the
U. States, containing 350,000 mem
bers:—the Baptist Year. Book for 1870
gives the following statisties—Churches,
15,143—0rdained Ministers, B787
Members, 1,221,349. ;

Coming now to this Provinee, we
may observe, that fifty yeais ago
Edward Manning was dabouring in
Cornwallis—Joseph Dimock at Che-ter
—George Dimock at Newport==John-
Burton at Halifax—James Munro in
Onslow—Samuel McCully at Amherst
—Thomas Handly Chipman st Nictaux
—Thowmas_ Ansley at - Bridgetown— -
Peter Crandal at Digby Neck—HKnoch
Towner at Weymouth—Harris Hard-
ing at Yarmouth—David Harris at
Hortoh, temporarily supplyiog the
Church during the - absence of its
Pastor, Theodore 8. Harding, in New
Brunswick-——Robert Davis at Lunen-
burg—W illiam Elder at Annapolis—
David Nutter at Windsor—Charles
Tupper at River Philip. David Nutter
is still living, we believe ; in the state
of Maine, but retired from active
labour, Dr. Tupper coatinuzs at work
for the great Master. All the others
have departed this life; Bat their
paces have been supplied: the suc-
cession is kept up. :

Filty years ago, there were fifteen
Churches in Nova Scotia :—there are
now 158,

Fifty years ago, there were soven-
teen ordained Baptist ministers in
this Province :—there are now seventy-
eight,

Fifty years ago, the members of
our Churches were 1827 in number : —
they are now 17,085, :

Fifty years ago, we had no Academy
—no College—no Christian Messenger
—no Foreign Missiopary Society—uo
Infirm Minister's Funds~no organized
Home Missionary operations-—and but
few Sunday Schools.

While we are bound to “record our
thanksgivings 1o God for his great
mercies, reccived and enjoyed during
the last fifty years, we must not cou-
ceal facts of a discouraging kind.
Among them is the great number of
vacant Churches. . It is stated above
that we have seventy-eight ordaived
ministers, But of these, only about
sixty are pastors. Some of them have
more than one Church under their care;
~—yet it is believed that fifty Churches
are at present destitute of regulur
pastoral supervision. The Lord's di.
rection is still applicable—*' Pray ye
therefore the Lord of the harvest, that
he will send forth labourers into his
~harvest.” N

telegraphs. Bat this is not all. . The old saying
- Fifty years 8go; Great Britain m is, ** God helps them that them-
‘the United States held five willions | selyes” ; and . the fable of Hercules
of their fellow-crestures in slavery. | and the ongr applies to m:
:‘.b:o are no slaves in those o as well as hmh'u’ 5. Obe -

; iy Y .‘ §1 rig bt l. LERNY ,.“'“‘; ..,wh, ' £ I P L # - (YR '*.

Now, Napoleon IIL. is a prisoner in}

every/man hath received the gift, even
so winister the same one to another,”

~would prud'uce a  healthy state of

feeling, and preserve the Churches
from decay. | :

Y-

EDUCATIONAL PROCEEDINGS
IN ENGLAND.

Ce——

Gredt interest was felt in the recent
election of proper persons to form the
new School Boards throughout the
kingdom. There were tep Divisions,
and about 300 polling places in the
Metropolis, and the coutest was some-
what exciting in some of the divisions.
The following description of the poll-
ing places may give some idea of the
proceedings. of the day : —

At the entrance of the various polling
places men and boys wWere distribating bills
and thrusting cards into the hands of the
voters, but within the polling rooms all the
noise and excitemeiit ol a contested elcetion
had vanished, The voter first enconntered
the rate collector of his district and reeeiv-
ed a paper containing a list of the candi-
dates, which he filled up by writing each
name. He then folded up the voting paper
and deposited it in the ballot box. ln the
majority of eases eaclosed hoxes like those -
in telegraph offices were provided, in whighk
the voters filled up their lists without being
overlooked, but in one polling room in the °
Lambeth division no provision of this sort
had been made, and the voters tilled up their
lists at n small table near that at which the
presiding officer and inspectors were sitting,
and within their purview.  One gentleman
was, indeed, allowed to sit at thic table,
und saw how everyone voted, 1t-ia only
fair to state, however, that few electors
either appeared to court secrecy or to be
apprehensive of Intimidation,

As the poll did not cluse until eighs
o’clock onTuesday night, the presiding
officers in almost’ all the polling distriets
arranged to postpone, the examination aof
the polling papers until the murning. A
novel feature ol the election was the appear-
ance of women-ratepayers, who voted in
considerable numbers, especially in the -
three districts contuining lady-candidates,
In the Tower Huwlets and élse where several
married women who had heard that women
could exercise the franchise presented them-
selves and claimed to vote in the absence of
their husbands, who were at sea, &ec.

. 1o the City of London the successful
candiddtes were: Rev. W. B. Rogers,
Prebendary of St. Paul’s,” Rector of St.
Botolph, Bishopsgate, and Chaplaio to the
Queen ; Mr. Alderman Cotton ; Mr, Samuel
Morley, M. P.; Mr, W, 8. Gover,

In Chelsea there is reason to believe
that the election resulted in the retuth of
the Rev. Canon Cromwell, Lord Lawrence.
Mrs. Grey, and Mr, Kiell,

In Finsbury tie successful candidates
were: Mr, k. J, Tabrum, Mr. W. T,
M’Cullagh-Torrens, M. ¥.; Rev. J. Rodgers ;
Mr. k. C. Clark; Sir F. Lycett; Mr. B.
Lucraf&. :

At Greenwich the successful eandidatee
were: Miss Emily Davies, Spinster and
Authoress ;. Rev, Juohn Melville Glenie, M.
A., Roman Catholic Priest Rev. J. C.
Miller, D. D., Viear of Greenwich ; the
fourth is either Mr. John Maegregor, M.
A. and Barrister-at-Law, or the Rev. Ben-
Jamin Waugh, Congregational minister.

In Hackney the successlul eandidates
were : Mr. C. Reed, M. P.; My, William
Greens Mr. L' B Smithies; My, J. L.
Crossman ; Rev. J, A, Picton.«

In Lambeth the official return is Mesers
Stiff (Nonconforwmist) ; Tresidder ; Tilson
(Charchman) ; M Arthar (Wesleyan) ; and
Few (Churchman). "

In Maryleboue one of the most populous
districts, the saccessiul candidates were
Miss Garrett, M. D., who hended the poll;
Professor Huxley, the Rev. Prebendar
Thorold, Rev. Dr. Angus, Mr. E. J,
Hutchins (Roman Catholic), Mr, Hepworth
Dixon, and Mr. James Watson. The
following stetewent shows the total num-
ber of votes given for eacn of the seven
eleeted candidates :— Garget, 47,8568 ; Hux-
ley, 13,494; Thorold, '12.186; Angus,
11,472 ; Hutchins, 9, 253 ; Dison, 9,031 ;
Wateon, 8, 355.

In the Tower Hamlets, the suceessful can-
didates, were Mr, E. H, Currie; Mr, T.
Sorutton; Mr. E. N. Baxton; Mr, W.
Pearce ; snd Mr, A. Langdale, '

Mr. Spurgeon gave a strong expres-
sion of opinion against clergymen being
candidates. For doing this he was
charged with inconsistency, secing that
he does so much  various ways be-
{)ond strictly ministerial work. In the

ecember number<of his MAagAsing—
the Sword and Trowel—he explains
what he meant by bhis regret thav
clergymen and Dissenting ministers

School Board ;— :

Not with any view of defe our-
selves, but eolely that we may mob with
any reason-be further misunderstood, we
beg to say thut nll we meant was thaf in
this case we do not think ministers are
called 1o leaxe their spivitual work to be-
uop; the di-m:.:)u t:f a movement which
CAn just a8 w wanaged othere,
We do nor undervalue national zuuia‘a.

it bighly, and hope for the best

we prize

el fom 1" vl shold we ot
casion for their being there aris-

the soarcity

should be enndidates for a seat on the |

~

of proper candidetes; -
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