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the New Dispensation. Among other
things gained, he says, “Ye have come
unto . . . . the spirits of just men
made perfect™ (v.28), ** Made per-
fect” refers, grammatically, not to
« gpirits,” but to ** just men,” as the
Greek clearly shows ; * spirits ™ being
neuter, and ** just men"” and ** made
perfect” being _masculipe _gender. |
“ Made perfect” is in Greek, teteleroo-
menoon, the perfect participle of tele-
1000, to complete, (o finash. The just
ones here spoken of are the men of
former dispensations, who availed
themselves of sagrifices to roll on their
sins till Christ, the great and true
sacrifice, shculd be offered to biot them
out: To this teleiooo may refer so far
as the mere word is concerved. Such
a reference it evidently has in Heb. vii
19, ** The law made no oune perfect,”
aud in Heb. xi. 40, ¢ God having pro-
vided some better things for us, that
they without us should not be made
perfect.” For Jesus **is the mediator
of the New Testament, that by meaus
of death, for the redemption of the
transgressious that were under the
First Testament, they which gfr‘e called
might receive the promise of eternal
inheritance ” (Heb. ix. 13). But
teleivoo is also used to set forth the

.

tact of having perfected -or- finished |

one’s earthly career, or even any ‘careef,
as the following examples will show :
“And when they had fulfilled the days, |
as they returned, the ehitd Jesus tar-

ried behind -in Jerusalem,” ete. {Luke
ii. 48). * Neither eounted I my life
dear unto mysclf, so that I might finwsa
my course with joy” (Acts xx. 24). |
“ Go ye and tell that fox, Behold, I
cast out demous, and do cures to-day, |
and to-morrow,-and the third day I
shall be perfected” (Luke xiii. 32) ;|

|
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that is, I do cures this year, and next |
year, and the third year I shall finish |
my career—I shall die. This, without
doubt,is the sense in which telcioo0 is |
used in Heb. xii. 23. If it had the
other sense it would agree grammati-
cally with * spirits ;" but, as it agrees
with ** just men,” the sense is this:
‘ ye have come unto the spirits of just
men who have finished their earthly
career—who have died.” This is the
thought expressed, while the thought
implied (as we have seen froin other
Scriptures to be true) is that the spirits
of these men are now perfect—that is,
wholly freed frem those sius for which
they offered provisional sacrifiees while
in the flesh,

And what is meant by having come
to the spirits of these ? What induce-
ment is there in this to holy living ?
Muct, every way. [Paul was address-
ing Jews, who took a lively interest in
their ancestors. In the eleventh chap-
ter he culled their attention to the

stendfast lives of these ; in the tweltth ’
chapter, that they have come to the |
spirits of these departed heroes as wit- |
nesses of their conduct in the battle |
against sin, and beholders -of - their |
loyalty to Shiloh, whom they foretold. |
It'is as if he had said, Abrabam, Isaac
and Jacob, Aaron, Moses and Joshua,
Miriaw, Deborah and Huldahb, 1saiah,
Job and Daniel, who have won the
victory and are cleansed in Christ’s
blood are vow watching your conduet
from the spirit-land. * Wherefore, |
seeing we also are compassed about |
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with so great a cloud of witnesses, let
us lay aside every weight, aund the sin |
which ddth so easily beset us, and let |
us run with patience the race that is |
set before us.” |

Perhaps- it would be well now to
consider some of the objections that
Materialists usually bring against the
points now established. Job says of a
dead maun, * lis sons come to honor,
and he knoweth it not ; and they are
brought low, but he perceiveth it not
of them " (xiv. 21.) Isaiah says,
“Doubtless thou art our Father, though
Abraham be ignorant of us" (Ixiii. 16.)
Does not this<prove the dead uncen.
scious and iguorant of the affairs of
earth? By wo means. The spirits of
the dead are here said to have kuown
nothing of the affairs of earth under
. Jormer dispensations. - This shows
that there is something cheering in

| goest.”

Paul’s revelation that we ** have come
to the spirits of the departed just.”
The new economy has brought us
nearer to the spirit-land, and the spirit-
world nearer to us. More thun one
vail was rent at the crueifixion.

There is another class of objections
represented by the expression, * In
that very day his thoughts perish.”
The coutext, however, shows that this
has no reference to men after death.
“ Put not your trust in princes, nor in
the son of wan, in whom there is no
help. His breath goeth forth, he re-
turneth to his earth ; in that very dl!
his thoughts perish.” ** Thoughts

| perhaps

bere means plans or purpeses. All the
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plans of princes to help us can only
avail while they live on earth., For
this reason we should not put our trust
in them, but in God. See Ps. exlvi.
3, 4.

" Still another class of objections is
crounded on the peculiar use of the
verb to be. Ps. xxxvii. 10, is an ex-

ample. * Yet a little while, and the
wicked shall Dot be§ yea; thou shelt
diligently consider his place, and it |
shall wot be.” This does not teach |
that the wicked will pass out of exist- |
ence ; for we have already seen that
the contrary is true. At Gen. xlit” 36, !
we have the following language: “And |
Jacob their father said unto them, Me |
have 'ye bereaved of wy children; |
Joseph is not, and Simeo1 is not, and

ye will tuke Benjamin away.” Joseph |
was supposed to be dead, but Simeon |
was known to be alive, yet both are |
said uot to be. Not to be, then, simply |
means not to be here, to be away,
whether away from earth or simply
away from any given locality the con-
text and  the facts iu the case must
determine. It shows ignorance of
Bible usage to muke to be, in such con-
nections, equivalent to noun-existence.
See also Gen. v. 24; Wisdom v. 13.

“ The dead know not anything,” is
confidently relied on to prove uncon-
sciousness. The same. expression 18
also uscd with reference to the living, |
“ But the lad® kuew not any thing,”
(I. Sam. xx. 39), yet he was gathering |
up arrows. ** Weare but of yesterday
and know wvothing” (Job wiii. 9).|
“ Aund with Absalom went two hundred |
men out of Je. usalem, that were called; |
and they weunt in their simplicity, and |
they knew not anything.” (Il Sam. |
xv. 2.) Do these passages teach that |
the living are unconscious ¥ No more |
than the other teaches that the dead |
are unconscious. But let us look a|
little more closely at Keel. -ix. 5, 6.
“ The living know that they shall die; |
but the dead know not anything, netler |
have they any more & reward ; for the |
memor§ of them is forgotten. Also |
their love, aud their hatred, and their |
envy, is now perished ; wellher /m?-ci
they any more a porton for ever In
anything that is done wnder the sun.”
Is it true that the dead have not * any |
more a reward?"” . This is only true
when referréd to things ** uuder the |
sun "—on earth. So also of the things |
« done under the sun,” ** the dead
know wot anything ;" that is, under |
the former dispensation they knew not
anything of these, as 1 showed above.

Another objection is drawu from Ps. |
exv. 17. * The dead praise not the
Lord, neither any that go down into
silence.”” This passage belongs to the |
same class as Eecl. ix. 19, * What- |
soever thy hand findeth to do, do it |
with all thy might, for there is no- work, |
nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, |
in the grave (Sheol), whither thou
Sheol primarily means a cav- |
ity and -is here properly translated
grave. It often has other meanings,
but here it means grave. Aund it is |
literally true that there is neither work,
device, knowledge, wisdom, ner prais.
ing the Lord, in the grdve. **The
de.d’ body can da noune of these, but
the living spirit can, as bas been |
shown.
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For the Christian Mcssenger,

ONTARIO CORRESPONDENCE,

MaTerIAL ProsreriTy I8N ONTARIO, |
Rainroap Buirnixg. DBooxk AxD

| other,
*Toronto has reached several numbers

torial depariment.

amongst the number,

forward state for commencing operations
to swell the aggregate to 1200 miles.”
This is pretty well for a province of
even the size and population of Ontario,
and. while rejoicing in the bountiful dis.
pensations of Providence which make
such progress possible, we can only
unite with the Globe in the fervent hope
that the maxims of commereial pru-

dence may..not _be forgotten or disre-

garded, and the lessons taught by the |

sad experiences of 1857 have to be
hitterly.conned over again, in 18706 or
1877, or sooner. We trust there is as
yet but- little of that wild overdoing
whose inevitable re.action is ruin.

The friends of intellectual progress
must be glad to sce signs of a very
manifest increase in mental activity as
well. ‘

Book publishing has suddenly “as-
sumed very unusual proportions in o
Western metropolis.  Scarcely a week

' now passes without some new publica-

tion—either a Cavadian reprint of an
English work, or an original home-made
one, though the former as yet largely
preponderates,—being announced. Ma-
gazine literature is increasing in like
measure, if we may judge from the fact
of two or tree new monthlies being
projected within « few weeks of each
The Canadian Magazine of

and may, it is hoped, pass the trying
ordeal of the first year, and live. The
somewhat pretentious and — promising
(no! pecuniarily) Sritish American, of
Montreal has already run its short
course of one or two issues, and died
for want of sustenance. And now it
is said that a new aspirant for popular
favour is about to appear in Toronto,
under the ausp ces of the strong and
euterprising firm of Adam, Stevensou
& Co.,, with no less a celebrity than
Goldwin Smith at the head of e edi-
It may perhaps be
pretty safely predicted that in a young
country-like this, too busy and nervous
as yet to sit down for much quiet read-
ing, and with ‘such facilities for impor-
ting the brain produce of older lunds,
no_literary periodical’ can have very
sure pledges of perpectuity, unless its
projectors are prepared to push it per-
severingly iuto public favour even at
the expense of considerable pecuniary
loss for some length of time. Neverthe-
less recognising the immeunse education.
al and moral ~power wielded by the
Magazine literature of the present day,
we cannot but wish every such periodi-
cal of the right stamp, the highest sue-
cess.  Probably it is not too much to

' say that the highest well-being of our

growiug cowntry depends, alter all, as

" much upou what its young people read

as upon any other single condition,
Apropos to this subject 1 notice
some celebrated British writers are
still waxing eloquent and severe upon
the real or imaginary grievances they
are made to suffer at the hauds of Cana-
dinn _and American publishers, - The
author of *Ginx's Bnl)y." and the
novelist, Miss DBradden, are, 1 notice,
A ourious stale-
ment, and one not very creditable to
the parties accused, is made by the
latter in a recent letter to the London
Athenwum, She states that the stories
published as hers for years pust by cer-
tain American publishers, she neither
wrote, nor even saw or heard of till
thus published. As to the general
complaint, some of our Toronto pub-
lishers meet it with the rejoinder that
they are most anxious to weet the just
views and demands of English writers,

' but that they find the British Author,

" 5 ;) . ; "m ) . . » ”
Macazixg | UBLISHING. Fue In- | 45 4 rule, so impractieable aud unrea-
TERNATIONAL CoPYRIGHT QUES-| souuble a being, that they can do noth-

TION.
ArosTLES DEFEATED AND DRIVEN
rroM THE Fiern,. Mixisters' IN-
sT1TUTE, MI1ssioNs, &o.

The flood tide of material prosperity
on which this portion of the Dominion
has been for some time borne forward,
seems. to have not yet reached .its full,
From the towns and cities we still hear
the same cheerful complaints of increase
of house rent, and the same hopeful
story of enlargement and improvement.
Old buildings are repaired or pulled
down to make room for better ones,
New edifices of ‘every description, from
the wee cottage with its three or four
little rooms, all the way up to the pala-
tinl mansion are having their founda-
tions dug, or being raprdly hurried for-
ward to completion.  Another, and
still more significant indieation
of the country’s rapid aud vigorous,
though we hope not feverish, pulse-beats,
is given in the great extent of new
railways, either projected or in course
of construction. I observe by a com-
putation in a recent GHlobe, that not less
than 850 miles of railway are now in
actual construction in various stages of
forwardness, and enough more ** in a
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ing with him,  They say for instance
that some of them have been offered in
all good faith, and have peremptorily
refus+d as insulting, the most liberal
priees that the  limited eirculation at-
tainable Lhere could possibly justify, und
that they seem to expect as high a rate
of remuneration from the reading por-
tion of our three or four millions as
from that of the thirty or forty millions
at home, However there wre no doubt
hardships, and difliculties and rights
and wrongs involved in this internation-
al publication busivess. How these

are to be climinated, whether by a law |
of international eopysright, 0 loudly |

insisted on by some, or by some other
arrangement which  may  harmounize
justice with sometking in literature more
nearly akin to British freestrade and
more fuvourable to the diffusion of the
best thought of the age, is a question

well worthy of the highest statesman- |

ship. !

I suppose nothing which is intimately
connected with the well being of men
is foreign to the genius of our christian
religion. Nevertheless I would gladly
devote a large portion of space to in-

telligence more directly bearing upon
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christian work if I had such intelligence
to give. In most sections the churches
seem to be moving on quietly—too
quietly alas! I fear, in many cases
to be consistent with the intense earn-
estness and entiré consecration which
their high calling demands and for which
ever-abounding iniquity affords every-
where scope so abundant. In one sec-

tion a good deal of local commotion |’
s been excited-by the-fluent sophis- |-

tries and pernicious_zeal"of a few dis-
ciples of Joe Smith. In some instan-
ces unstable souls have been beguiled.
In others the foundations of the faith of
weak believers has been unsettled with-
out being overturned. Amongst the
completely ** beguiled ” [ am sorry to
say 13 one Theological Student of our
own lustitute, a young man of fair parts
and good reputation, and hitherto con-

’sidered to give good promise of future

ability and stability. The good people
of Moore, the locality in question, were
finally constrained, in view of the mis-
chief being done, to send an urgent re-
quest to Prof, Crawford, of the Insti-
tute— an admiring disciple, by the
way, - of Carson, the ** man of war,”
and so ready and willing upon occasion
to deal "hard blows for truth—to meet
the chief troubler of Israel face to
face. The latter, called at first, by
revelation, 1 suppose, to contend
earnestly~ for his taith, was unfortun-
ately, though very conveniently, sum-
morfed by a counter revelation, atter
two evenings of earnest discussion to
labour in a distant town. Meanwhile
the characters of the Apostl s of Mor-
monism were placed in faithful and un-
relenting: contrast with those of the
apostles of christianity, and the exter-
nal and internal evidéncés ot the two
books placed side by side for the com-

parison of deeply interested crowds.

Many of the growing tares were, it is
hoped, plucked up by the roots ; some,
no doubt will remain and grow until the
great harvest day, when every . sower
will, doubtless, recognize and reap the

“fruits of "his own labour,

1 am glad to note the suceess of your
¢« Ministers' Institute.” Ours has adopt-
ed what will prove, I fear, the mistakeén
policy of division and decentralization,
the lectures in tuture being spread over
four quarterly meetings instead of their
strength being councentrated in  one
yearly effort. Some of us are watching
with much interest your new Mission-
ary movement, and look with some
confidence for greatly enlarged liberal
ity and earnestness as-the result-of in-
Ontario Baptists may,
in time be induced to follow the exam-
newly formed and
prosperous relations with the Union

render such a change difficult and per- |

haps, for some tile to come undesira-
ble,

J. E. W,

For the Christian Messenger,

CENTRAL SABBATH SCHOOL
CONVENTION. -

Dear Editor,—

Yesterday the Sabbath Schoel Con-
vention of the Central Baptist Asso-
ciation of Nova Scotia held its annual
Session in Gaspereau. The oceasion
was one of interest,  As the proceed-
ings are to be printed in‘pamphlet form
it will not be necessary for me now to
give a lengthened account of them,
The next Annual Session is to be in
I'ulmouth.

A committee appointed on the publi-
cation of the minutes reported favora-
bly, and their report was adopted.
Thiee hundred copies of the minutes
ara to be published. To defray the
expenses of the same the Sabbath
Behools are requested to take a collec-
tion the second Sunday after this Con-
veation, aud on the second Sunday be-
fore the next Convention, and forward
the same to the Committee of Publica-
tion, . Freeman and J. S. Witter,
Fsqe,, Canning. Will the Buperin-
tendants of the Sabbath Schools there-
fore attend to this matter, take a collees
tion on Sunday the 24th September and
forward the same to me for the above
object ?

Circulars were sent to all the Sab-
bath Nchools named in previous reports,
It is to be hoped thut all the Sabbath
Schools in the Central Association will
report themselves immediately, if they
have not done so, and they will be re-
ported in the forth-coming Minutes.

: Yours truly,
D, Freeman,
Secretary & Treasurer,
Canming, Sept, 15th, 1871,

- — ————— i
Said Albert Barnes: * It is by the

daily, quiet acts of our life that good

is done, and not by a few great spas-

modie efforts.”

The Ghistian Messenger,
Halifax, N. 8., Sept. 20th, 1871,

——

THE N. 8, BAPTIST ASSOCI.
ATIONS.

THE APPROACHING SESSION OF THE
WESTERN,

and Eastern parts of the Province have
had their Annual Associational gather.
ings and have recounted in the pres-
ence of the assembled delegates the
mersies and trials of the year. The
various expressions of sympathy and
joy have been given and received, and,
in the streugfﬁ derived from union and
combination, they have started afresh
on another year’s journey with more
or less of resolution to make it a year
of fresh devotion to the Master's
service.

The Western Churches have yet to
hold their annual assembly. Although
the last in order it is neither the least
in importance, or the smallest in the
number of its membership. Being
the largest and most compact a larger
number of its members are generally
able to assemble at the appointed
place than is the case at either of the
other Nova Secotia Associations. The
churches too are mere generally sup-
plied with pastors,so that a greater
number of ~ministering brethren em-
brace the opportunity of coming to
evjoy the privileges and to unite in
the objects of the gathering.

This Association, like the other two,
has this year attained its majority, it
being the 21st year siuce they were
formed—the three, Kastern, Central,
aud Western, from the one wheih pre-
viously embraced the whole province

and P. K. Island.
It may interest many of our readers .

to learn that the last session of the old
N. 8. Baptist Association was held at
Nictaux in 1850, the year after its
¢ Jubilee” at Wolfville.

"The number of members then was :

In the Churches sending letters..... 7.508
In Churches not reported. ... eeeee 2,699

v« 10,205

Twenty-one years previous to that
date, in the year 1830, the N. 8. Asso-
ciation also he'd its session at Nictaux.
There were then but 3101 members in
all the Baptist Churches in the prov-
inee.

The membership of the three Nova
Scotia Associations at the first session
held by each respectively, was :

'Tutulit..fto. LR R R R B BN

Inthe Westerniesssseseees 9,147
l" the C(‘hll’ul....o....u..‘ 3."”.’
lll the Eilblcl‘u....-.... -.-ov2,062

- ———

s eeeess10,691

The membership of the same bodies
last year, 1870, was :

W(‘s't‘rn.... YT PRI TR ssens 8.367
(’t‘ﬂll‘ul.c.--u..-.......... 5.‘“9
E&blﬁ"lou. IS TR R e 3,607
P.Edsland.cocoveccvecnes 727

Tutal...‘nll
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Whilst therefore we may feel
thankful that some progress is being
made, we must not lose sight of the
fact that in the twenty-one years from
1830 to 1851 the increase had been
from 3101 to. 10,205, more than tre-
bled. lo the past 21 years from 1850
to the present date, there has been a
much slower rate of increase. This may
be accounted for to some extent per-
haps by a greater number of dea'hs and
removals, during the latter period than
in that earlier day, yet it is somewhat
unsatisfactory. If the rate of increase
trom 1830 to 1850 inclusive, Lad been
continued from 1850 till the present
time there would now have been thirty
thousand members, instead of less than
twenty thousand.™ These facts call for
very grave consideration. There could
be we think no better place for such
counsideration than at the approaching
21st session of the Western Associa-
tion at Nictaux, a place so copsecrated
by important movements in the past
history of the denomination.

‘The distinguishing feature of the
Western Association is the separation
of the Home Mission work into two
departments :—1. the Knglish under
the Western Home Mission Board,
and 2. the French Mission under a
separate and more local Board of man-
agement adapted to the necessities of
the case  These operations being
within the Western boundaries, the
Freneh Mission has been largely sus-
tained by the Western Churches. Dur-
ing the past year ono of its best friends
Joseph SBhaw, Kuq., has been removed
by death; those having the work
in charge will doubtless feel that ad-
ditional obligations are laid upon them
from this circamstance. Kvidence of
the good done by this mission has

Towl.:.. .

appeared from time to time at the As-

The Baptist churches in_the Centra] _

ST ST

 ———

gociation

converts
joy occas|
former er
the assem!
ments fron
work is gr
It is, we |
will call fo

____careful a

though th
Western }
believe the
_part of the
es to do a
supportiug
and oppor
agency 18
We sha
that may
ference to
Western
not wish t
brethren
Rev. D. W
be preseu
ment of th
-and will p
brethren
have gres
and judgn
Since tl
ciation 1in
~gubdivisio
Prince KEd
arate org
unbroken
mainteine
the Weste
ed, that t
the larger
S00N WAIr
into two L
the ohject
and to en:
mewmberslk
There are
might be
at present
as premat
ment just
it would 1
present pl
NeCessary
needed in
The-d#
sociation
spects a d
removed |
tion and 1
Still the v
for the h
the memb
less at h
other bod

“own. Tl

brought b
at Nictau:
of more

brethren.

" sirable bu

it then wi
and heart
sity, and
means fc
trust that
be offerec
maj he g
eral good
benefitted
and God

1.5
dent of k

b T

Chrontcele
pointmen
intendent
wick,. W
our sister
vices of
man e w
law enact
vince, an
efficiency
the law, ¢
to the p
good inte
wards the
snd child
We ha
noticing
of this p!
pointmen
gret at
their higl
and char
dulg«d i
hostility.
Visuor ss
his work
of a gchas
not well |
late the (
their ¢choi
The 01
“A mo
ficient hes
could not
that we |
value mor

The F
“Wen



