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(From the Missionary Magazine.)
CHINA.

LeTTER FRON MR. ASHMORE.
Swatow, April 4, 1871.—The two sta-
tions under charge more particularly of the

courngement, and at the same time have
been the ocearion of much solicitude. The
Tang ) brethren have been euhjected to
sgomething of a test of constancy ; but it
promises to end grandly,

The circumstances were odd enough.
Several months ago a ship was wrecked on
the reef near their village, and, Chinese-
like, the whole town turned out to gather
the pieces of lumber that were washed
ashore. Some three or four of our mem-
bers assisted in the haul; but they came
the gaext day and told me what they had
I told them they should at once

proper official to apportion their salvage,
This they did. Meanwhile the matter was
taken in hand by the English consul, and
the Mandarins pounced on all the villages
around to niake good the claim, . The lum-
ber constituting the cargo was . soon all
delivered up; but the Mandarins put in.
a8 their mauvner “i¢, a heavy demand for
hard cash in addition,—no small share of
which would lodge in their own pockets, as
is the fashion of the country. But these
Teople were wretehedly - poor, and as
money could not“be had, they were assess-
ed a certain percentage of thuir ineuming
BUgar crop. ~

S0 far, all was well. . As the amount
was levied on the village, everybody had to
pay. DBut now the head men of the vil-
lage, who were made respousible, pr.ceed.
ed to assess a little more on their own-ac-
count, as their pockets also needed lining
llcreupon many began to demur.  Awong
them, the brethren said they would cheer-
fully pay the original assessment, notwith-
standing they bad, as they considered, quite
rectified their share of the wrong, and that
belore the Mandarine came to take up the
case.  But this was too much and. they
began to talk of an appeal.

Upon this, the head men beeame angry,

the disciples’ sugar, but they would, on the
other had, turn their rclations out of the
synagogue ; that is, they would allow them
to have no share of the village gods, hence-
forth and forever. As for the brethren

Hindu faith shows symptoms of a general
breaking up, like the ice on the rivers anc
lakes in the epring. Now is the time for
the truths of Christinnity to he lovingly,
yet foreibly presented by the cultured mind
of an American missionary. We ought to
strike somewhere for the Nagns.”  After
enumerating several needy and promising
points, he adds:
should have in Assam proper.”

S1AM.—Dr. Dean remarks that some
thinge in the churches connected with the
Chinese mission of Bangkok are hopeful.
Some of the members seem ripening for
harvest work, or the heavenly home ; others
need to learn what are the first principles
of doctrine and duty. '

o Al———h

Waar Tk Pore prREADS,—When a depu-
tation of French Catholics had presented
their congratulations to the Pope on the
occasion of his anniversary, he returned
his acknowledgments but added : *¢ Never-
theless, I must epeak the truth to France.
There is in France a more .formidable evil
than the revolution, a more formidable evil
than the Commune with its men let loose
from hell, who flung fire about Paris, and
that is Catholic Liberalirm."” Could ar-
rogant bigotry go farther ?  Shameful that
a.pope boasting of his infallibility sheuld
denounce the thoughtful, reverent students
of the Word of God, as more to be dreaded
than the sacrilegious, atheistic wretches
who sacked the churches of Paris and mur.
dered the arcbbishop and ecores of priests
in cold blood.— Exchange.

@orrespondence.

For the Christian Méssenger.
ITALIAN BRIGANDS,

' : - e

In the diys of Pope Leo XII, who ns-
cended the Papal throne in 1823, the States
of the Church were sorcly infested by
robbers! . There was no safety for the
traveller, Many a father left his home,
never to return, or, if he did return, was
teduced to poverty by the payment of the
exorbitant ransom which he was compelled
to give to the banditti who had ecaptured
him. - The government failed to protect its
subjects. There was a general sense of
insecurity.

Monsignor Pellgrini, an ecclesinstienl
dignitary, entered into negociations with a
band of the brigands, and offered them, on

; . . : Sthe part of the government, a free pardon and
themsclves, this was quite to their satisfac- P 8 ’ pa

tion, as they bad renounced the village
gods of their own Iree will. But their re-
lations were nct believers, and they did not
wish to involve them in trouble. So they
bad @ consultation with their unbelieving
relatives, and scveral families told she
believing mewmbers to go ahead, and they
would take their share of the cunsequence
il things did not go right with the * Vil-
lage Gods.”

Encouraged by all this, one or two of the
more zcalous awong them preferred to
build & small house for the worship ot the
living God, to which they could invite
their unconverted relatives who had been
thrust out. So they began, and raised
twenty dollars— quite a suwm / for people
who have to live, much of the time, on
sweet yotatoes for breakfast, dinner, and
supper. I have guuranteed the rest,
which, together with a donation from the
Awerican consul, will enable them to get
things started. So, if-all is well, in a few
months they will have a small, unpretending
place of worship of their own.

1 feel much obliged to the head men of
that village for having facilitated what I
bad anticipated would cost me 80 mueh
patience and perseverance.

MavraaiN,—In the Burman school of Mr.
Haswell; the number of pupils on the cata-
logue is_110,-—being more than for many
yeare, Both Mr, and Mre. L. give instruc-
tion daily,

We regret to hear the paralytic disease of
Dr. Hoswell is somewhat aggravated, and
bis strength is declining. Ile communi-
cates, however by the hand of nn amanuen-
sis the following information: * On the
first Sabbath in March I had the privilege
of baptising the captain, two mates, two sea-

‘n and the cabin boy of an English ship,
having préviously baptised the eail-maker
of the wame vesscl. The captain not only
attended ‘chapel himself, but frequently
brougut twelve or fourteen of his crew.
It is cause for j )y that there are some such

Captains, whose ships are Betlels, whether
in port or at sea.”

Assau.—Mr. Clark urges the necessity of

liberal pensions, if they would surrender,
and quit the Papel States, engaging never
to return. They accepted the offer, and
the whole band, twenty-two in number,
surrendered.  They were conducted to
Civita Vecchia, expecting to be furnished
with a passage to some [oreign port. But
they were deceived. Instead of being al-
lowed to leave the country they were
thrown into prison, and informed that the
imprisonment would be for life,
Lxo XII broke faith with them.

In 1829, Lro XII died, and was suc-
ceeded by Castitiont, who beeame Pope
Pivs VIII. What deeds of money or jus-
tice were performed by him, the present
chronicler does not record, He reports only
that the imprisoned brigands remained in
Jail the victims of Papal treachery.

Pws VIIIdied in 1830, and Mauvrus
Carpevari next occupied the priestly throne,
under the name of Grecory XVI. ‘Ile,
too, suffered the prisoners to pine away
within the stone walls, ’

Greaory XVI died in 1840, and Masra:
Ferrerrr, now Pope Pivs IX, took his
place. He has ruled in Rome twenty-five
years. But the prison doors have beén kept
fast barred and bolted, save that as one af-
ter another of the inmates died, the corpses
were carried out for burial.  Fifteen of the
prisoners were removed in_that way.

These men had been committed to prison
without trinl. There was no habeas corpus
act in Ttaly, and so there appearcd to he
no hope of regaining their freedom, But
the entry of the king of Italy into Rome
changed the state of affairs. ¢ Pigrro
Mast ¢ (we quote the Times), * the only
man in the band who could read or write,
represented to the King that Gasparong (the
robber-chief) and his followers had never
been tried or even indicted, and that, what-
ever might be their crimes—GasparoNs
himself is snid to have at least fifty murders,
besides arsons, rapés, and burglaries on his
consience—the law had lost ite hold upon
them pfter more than thirty [forty] years
proscription, and they were now entitled to
a full and free relense. The justice of their
demand was admitted, the seven prisoners
are now at large, and, if not pensioned,

Pope

““Wo are npproaching s eritical period. The

are at least provided with means of susten-
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¢ Six more -men we-{-lapre-of time. The old cut-throat heroes

ance at a ¢charitable asylum for deerepit old
men,

‘' The rep rt of theit arrival re-awnkened
in Rome the memorics of their former ex-
ploits, giving full seope to-that popular
love  of the marvellous and the terrible
which draws such glowing pictures from
traditions dimmed and blurred by a long

drove through the streets of new Rome as
the relics of that old Italy from which, it is
to be hoped, a whole age of progress eepa-
rates the present generation. Gasparone
ie now 77 yedrs of age, and his youngest
companion is only ten years his junior: The
old misercants made their appearance in
the Corso, in the Piuzza Farncee, and the
Campo dei Fiori, in their galn costume—
conical hate with flying ribands and peac ck
feather’s velvet jockets and shorts, crimeon
silk sashess-und high gaiters ; their snowy
locks and beards, which reached down to
thieir shoulders and breasts, enbancing the
glance of their dark eyes, their wild but fine
features, and their firm end crect beuring,
indicative of a manly strength which nearly
half & century’s captivity had not wholly
subdued. A curiosity not unmixed with a
certuin admiration wrung cheers from the
crowd which presscd everywhere on their
path, the object of géneral interest being, of
course, the Chiel, GasraroNg himself, who,
berides deeds of daring worthy of a second
A'RA"Diavoro, boasts of very close relation-
ship with Curdinal ANTIONELLI, the son of
his mother’s sister, twelve years younger
than himeself,

& Thewselves a wonder to the world,
there old ruffiane guzed upon the world with
wonder, the discoveries of our age, gus.
lights, steam engins, telegraph wires, pho-

«| tographic apparatus, and expecinlly revolv-

ers, filling them with as much surprive as
if they were the Sceven Sleepers just roused
from a hall-century’s slumbers.”

The Times closcs  the .account of this
transaction in the following words 1 —¢ We
must_be allowed to hope that with the con-
solidation of the Government and the spread
of education there will be ecithier a wiser
system of prevention or stronger machinery
for the repression of erime. But in the
meanwhile we may congratulate ourselves
that we live in better times than those of
Antonio Gasrarone and ANNIBALE DELLA
Gexnoa [Leo XII)-~the days in which a
robber without merey could only be put
down by a Pope without faith.”

C.

A,
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MENTAL CULTURE.
WHAT ARE THE PROPER SUBJECTS OF A
CoLLrGe Curricunum ?

One of our correspondents last week re.
ferred to the Address of Professor Higgins
at the reecent opening of the Session of
Acadia College, ns one well worthy of pub-
lication. We have been permitted to peruse
it and fully endoise the opinion, We have
wmuch pleasure in being able to place #o
much of it us is suited for the general rea-
der in our columns, What are the proper
subjects of a Ccllege Curriculum ? isa ques-
tion that is being exumined closely and
discuesed with much ability at the present
time, and we doubt not that Professor llig“':"f
gins's paper will be of service to muny whe
are exercising their thoughts upon that
question ;—

Tug points we have urged thus far may
be briefly recapitulated thus. First, the
grand bencfit of study to a young man
perparing for life's dutics is not learning,
but culture. Secondly, for the purposes of
culture, that which excites the most general,
vigorous and healthy mental effort is the
most ‘effective, These positions are hy no
means new.  They are the old found tions
upon which the systems of education have
all along been built ; and though they aro
evidently overlo ked hy wany of those in
our day who theorize or experiment on
education, yet are they so manifestly sound
a8 to commend themsclves to any man of
Judgment who-will Jook them fairly in the
face; Let us, in the light of these views,
examine briefly some of the ohjections so

frequently urged agninst the subjects cm-

hraced in the Curriculum of College study ;
and endeavour to discover in what direction
and with what limitations useful changes
wight be introduced. And first it may be
proper to note a distinction that is not al-
ways clearly drawn between Colleginte and
Technical Edueation. Sohools of Technolo-
gy, or Melicine, or Law, or Divinity, are
from the nature of the case shut up to par-
ticular classes of studies. The education
they impart is not gencral but special, Tt is
their aim to qualify men for the dischargo
of certain specific duties—duities which re-

quire a knowledgo of certain special facts

ESSENGER.

and principles, Institutions of this class
may therefore be obliged sometimes to in-
clude studies thatare not im thg highest
degree suited to develop the mind. But
colleginte education is not besct with the
same difficulties. A college aims not to moake
doctors or lnwyers, but only to make men,
and it muet therefore use such means as will

| best_secure this latter result. The courre

of study in a college must be arranged “Qiii'(‘lf
with reference-to“ita adaptedness to pro-
mote the intellectual growth of the student.
We have a right to insist that a Medieal
School shall include in-ita course of study
nll thore subjects a knowledge of which is
necessary to the moedical practitioner,
whether the study 6f thcm is, or is not
well adapted to promote intellectunl growth.,
We have no right to require such a school
to teach any thing that is not of practical
utility in the profession. Culture is with
it, in some degree, n secondary aim, and we
have no cause to complain it it is made to
bold a subordinate place. With the Col-
L>ge, tlris is reversed, Culture ix the grand
aim, and cvery thing else must be made
subordinate to it. If we allow any other
aim to control the selection of studies we
destroy the true character of the college as
a college, and make it partake of that of
the Technical ¥chool,  Its ohjects would o
longer be to produce intellectual athletes,
but to turn out menanore or. less qualified
-for this or that pursuit in life. This is
evidently the misconception of those who
clamor most loudly agninst the usual course
of collegiate study. Holding by an incor-
rect ideal, they apply a fulse eriticism,

| overlooking or undervaluing the true work

ol a eollege, they complain beeause it does
not do that which is the specinl business of
institutions of a different class, but which
i8, in no proper sense, theduty of a college.
On this ground rests the ohjection, already
referred to, to certain studies in the curri-
culum on the score of their being not ap-
plicable dircotly to the business in which
the student will be engaged in after life,
Such a eriticisn against a school of Medicine
or Law, or Divinity would be valid. But
against u College, it has no force whatever.,
It shows only that the man who urges it
has misapprehended the matter, 1€t could
be thewn that some of the studies included
in the College course are ill adapted to pro-
mote mentul development and growth, this
would be a valid and a scrious ohjection,and
one which would demand the best efforts of
college authorities to_provide a remedy.—
Bit, to far as | know, no such objection
has been urged ; certainly not against those
studics upon which the greatest share of
opprobrium has been heaped. Those who
would have us abolish Latin and Greek for
example, and put French and German in
their stead, urge the change for the most
part for no better reason than that the lat-
ter being living tongues are likely t) come
into more frequent use than the former. A
merchant will not unfrequently have to
tran:late a French letter before filling the
orders it encloses, or a Bill of exchange
before getting it cashed ; and - as no such
blessed missives ever come to him in Latin,
he has no hesitation in affirming that, of
the two, French is hy far the most valuable
acquisition, and that the study of it ought
to supersede that of Latin in the College
course. tlere and there a man with some
Juster appreciation of the true issues of the
question will venture to defend the change
on higher grounds, urging that the studies
which it is proposed to substitute are equ-
ally adapted to the purposes of culture, and
have the additional advantage of their
ulterior utility.  But that they are equally
adapted to the purposes ofculture is the point
which requires proof, and for which as yet
no satisfactory proof has bheen adduced.
ludeed the argument, whether conducted
@ priori or a posteriori, seems to point
strongly in the opposite direction, Any
one who has oecupied himself with the
study of the classics, and who has noted
the oper ‘tions of his own mind while so
employed, can scarcely fail to have felt that
tho study is ewinently suited to promote
wmental culture, It cultivates in a high
degree the memory, the judgement, the
taste nnd the imagination. It begets the
habit of careful discrimination. It induces
acearacy of schulu?ahip without the dogma-
tism with which accuracy is too apt to be
associated. And it brings the student into
intimate contyet with some of the ablest
thinkers the world has ever seen, Inshort
there is probably no study which could so
ill be spared from the Curricalum as that
of the ancient Classics. They fill a place
in the work of education, which no'hing as
yet discovered oan' adequately supply.
Other suhjects have been substituted as an
experiment, but with no very encouraging

%

result. The men trained according to the

o . -

improved modern methods are usoally smart
men, full of knowledge, confilent of sue-
cess, and zealous for the promotion of the

world’s-progresa, but, as a rule, they ‘tack *

much of that breadth of culture and genuine
refinement which is characteristio of those
who have enjoyed the benefits of classical
training. :
_The objection to advanced Mathemetical
studice is not pressed quite so frequently,
or so urgently, as that agninst the Classi
W hen it is urged the objection usally rex
on two supports, first that tlese studie
are dry and diffieult ; and second that they
lie remote from ordinary affairs.

The statement that they are dry is one
in which I do not wholly ' coneur. = The
facts and conclusions with which they deal
certainly do not appeal strongly to our
sympathies, They contain nothing sensa-
tional or thrilling, And yet I have obsery-
ed that these suhjects never lack interest
to him who clearly understands them,
The recognition of truth, whetlier standing
alone or forming a link in a chain connect-
ing higher truths with those that are low-
er, isalwnys a source of pleasure to him
who oan sce it distinctly, 1fa study scema
to any one to be dry and uninteresting, it
is generally nut the fault of the ‘atudy. but
i the resultof the imperfectness of the grasp
with which he has laid. hold of it. All
that is necessary for the most part in order
to transform a dry study into an interest-
ing one, is to spend a little more eff rt in
mastering it, of course the more difficult a
sahject is, the more likely it will be to be
imperfectly understood and therefore to be
regarded as uninteresting. The studies to
which reference has been made are not whal-
ly free from difficulty, but this is not in it-
sell, certainly, a solid ground of ohjection.
On the contrary, difficulty isoneof the prime
virtues of wny study that can cluim right
to a plan in the curriculum of a college.
If it presents no difficulties, it would be
uscless a8 a college cxercise ; and within
the limite of the student’s ability, the more
difieult it is, as a rule, the more valuable
it will be. The more he has to wrestle
with difficulties the more it will tend to
strengthen his sinews and make him o
vigorous man, [Let us scttle it in our
hearts, once for all, that useful study in-
valves hard work, and, that if one can
succeed in picking his way so as to have
an easy course, it will generally be a use-
less one.  Nihil sine labore is & maxim of
very wide application, but is especially
true of culture,

As rogards the ohjection that the abstract
portion of the Mathematics have no practi-
cal bearing on the world's industries it
would be quite sufficicnt to show that ac-
cording 1o previous arguments the objection
is wholly irrelevant. But as a matter of
fact these studies are not so far removed
from practical affairs as might at firstappear,
Many ol the rules which practical men
employ every day without knowing quite
what they mean or upon what principles
they are founded, can be adequately under-
stood only by -the study of the Higher
Mathewetics, Besides it occasionally hap-
_pens that some of the lines of argument
therein wrought out will apply not in-
appropriately to some of the popular topice
of the doy. For instance when Darwin
showed that an animal in its successive
generations could undergo an unlimited
number of changes in a given direction, and
from that facs drew the inference that ani-
mals might undergo an unlimited amount
of change, and thereby be transformed in-.
to animals of a diffcrent species, it was
not quite clear to every one how the pre-
mises could be true without involving the
truth of the conclusion. It seemed not
unreasonable to infer that an unlimited
number of increments would produce an un-
limited amount ot increase. But to one
fwmiliar with the principles of the Culeulus,
the fallacy would be at once apparent,
gince by the law of limits therein discussed it
is shown that a thing may be increased an
infinite number of times and yet the whole
incrense be but an exceedingly small a-
wound, Successive generations of cows
might have their necks elongated through
an infinite number of generations and yet
the neck of the last cow of the scries bo
only a fraction ef an inch longer than that
of the first. Of course, under these cir-
cumestances, a girafle could not with any
certainty be predicated as the result of the
changes however numerous they might be,

'The true end secured by the study of the
higher mathematics is however quite a-
part from all this. Its utility as a College
study conwists in ite adaptedoess to develope
the power of pure abstract reasining. It
introduces the rtudent te a region of.
thought where the blinding storme of pas-
sion and prcjudice and self-interest are un-
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