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THE OHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

AMouths”  Department,

T.essons for 1871.
THE WORDS OF JESUS.

Sunxpay, Decemsrr 17tu, 1871,
Another Comforter.~Jolin xiv. 1527,

GorpeN Text.—**1 will not leave you

“eomfortless: 1 will come to you." va, I8, |

SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS,~Acts ii, 1-13;
Rom., viii, 1-17.

"Summary.—Christ’s fleshly absence gives
the Holy Spirit’s presence, and the IHoly
Spirit's presence, gives the spiritual and
eternal presence of bith Christ and the
Father, and herein is peace.

—

ANAvLysis,—l. The Coming of the Spirit,
ve. 15-17.

1. Hence the presence of Christ and
the Father. ws. 18-24,

111, Hence Lignt and Peace, vo. 25-27.

ExposiTION, = Chapters aiv-avii, —In
no other Scriptyre of equal extent do we
see revenlid so much of the Redeemer's
hears, s0 many of life's ccntral mysteries.
~ And yet all is 80 practical, simple, experi.
meotal, that the heart even of the “eliev-
ing child ** burns within "’ him as he reads,
and the very peace of God steals into his

soul as he weditates.

" The command.—vs, 15, Love is the
one bond between Jesus and his -disciples,
The soul even of laith is love. From the
Apostle's love sprang their sorrow. But
this love is not a vague and idle sentiment,
it is 1athera working force. A ** driving
power.” Jesus is King of souls, und hence
not simply man, our fellow and equal,
Each disciple bus his swo work, and this
comwand s forall, ‘

** Another Comforter."—vs. 16, ** Ano-
ther ” than Christ, It designates one
whose office is nut only to plead bis ewm-
ployers cause in court, but to give him
couneel, and io genvral, a8 need requires,
to maoage for him and help him in'his
cause, This ** Comlorter " is distinguish-
ed from Clrist. He wasa person, us the
language here und elsewhere plainly teach-
es. We thus-bave here brought out the
great trath of a Arinity : Father, Son, and
Holy Spirit, a truth full of practical mean-
ing, though equully full of speculative
ditioulty.

Christ's Prayer —The promise is, ‘1
will pray the Futher,” 'The Spirit is sent
shrough Christ's wediation, The wedia-
tion dves not first wake God willing to
save men, but God wills and is willing tw
save wen only through the wediation. Une
ean uoderstund the pature ol this asking
only as he undurstunds the univn wod com-
mubpivn of the Fatbher and the Son, The
work of the Spirit is reprerented as con-
sequent upou that ot the Sun, klenoce the
Bpirit is called the ThAird person in the
Triouty.

“Abide ®* * * furever."—va, 16, In
contrust 10 the brief wiuistry of Christ.
*¢ Forever,” right vu turough the life buth
of the individual aund of she charch, till
the end of the world, and in fuloess after
that. We rest, God's church resis coufi-
dently un these wouds, God in the person
of the Spirit is never to fail us, History
js proviog this pruplecy true,

 Spirst of truth.—vs. 17,  The chief
werk of the apostics was to be witnesses
for desus, tenchers of Christianity, found
erv of the church, and especially in writing
for all future geverations the New ‘lesta.
ment ; and the Holy Spirit was to evable !
them not valy t receive, but accurately by
songue and pen 1o teach God's truth, Lhey
were wmade wulallible teachers; others ure
not, and yet thas speciul "work 18 oure in
e results, for we bave their infallible
teachings. The Spiris gives to every disci-
ple discernwent ol spiritusl things. 1 Cor,
il, 6-16. Hence the Bible becowes to the
converted man & new book. Hence, aleo,
our need of the Spirit in trying to 1ostruct
others, whether in private, ia the Sunday-
school, from the pulpit, or in any way.
Nothing can compensate for the want ol
his presence.

Unseon, unknown.—ve. 17. By * the
" world,"” 4, e., the unregenerate in distine-
tion from the, believing. They ** eannot,”
@ such, and while such, ** receive ” bim.
The more fuithiul we are ss withesses, the
more will this lact '_0“‘““»
ecive,” because it neither sees wor knows
him. and observation teach
this almost as clearly as does the Bible. If
any man claims that be so Las the Spiris
of God, that the letter of Seripture s of
bust little or no use, be is cither deceived
ot o deceiver, perbaps both.

this life to his own,

Vo. 17. “'With you,” aa & Helper, »

g

o Friend with a [riend, ‘ dwelling,” or
more exactly, remaining, ** In you,” as
an Iopepirer, the heart being the **dwell-
ing " place. “Gud s Omnipresent, hence
in one sense equally with friend ond foe,
but gracioukly present, in the sense of this
verso, only with friends.

“ Comfortless,”— vs. 18, Or rather
orphans, bereaved ones. The promise in
this verse dilfers from the preceding. Then
it was: the Spirit shall come; here, ** 1]
will come.” 1 myself. The second de-
pends upoun the first, for it is the Spirit
that brings us to Christ and Clirist. to- us,
and keeps us together in sweet and gracious
converse, : '

' Ye shall see Me,"'—* The world'" in-

a-++Jittle-while,” 8 very little while, for
he wus crucified the next day, was to see
him no more ; for the world sees and knows
only according to sense. ** Ye shall ece
me,’ how and why? The rest of the
verse should be translated as follows.
‘ Becuuse [ live, and ye will.,” Thus it
does not sate why we are to live, but why
we are to sec Christ. According to the
Hesh Christ was to die and no more bageen
or known. According to the Spirit he not
only lives, but is Life (vs. 0), und gives
Thus both he and his
were to live right on, and were to know
each other right on. Budily death does
not quench, or even touch this life,

‘* At that day.”"—vs, 20, When 1 am
ov longer seen in the flesh. In the new
birth we come to koow Clrist ws our
Saviour and Lord, as our Saviour saving
us,

“ Commandmenis” and ** love." —vs,
21, In s, 15 is stated the duty of love.
la vs, 21 the reward ol this duty and the
way it is given, ‘The lovers of Christ are
the loved ot the Futher,

Ve. 23. We, i, e, I and my Fatber,
The Spirit, the Son, the Fuather, each with
the dieciple of Christ, inwardly revealed
in the way of love. The Holy Spirit comes
because ot Christ, and the Fauther comes in
Christ, and 80 Christ is our ** ad.”

“ He shall teach you."—\s, 24 refers to
the intallible inspiration vi the apusties to
be the founders ot the church, and the
writers of the New Testament, The
character of the New Testument, it all its

parts, is good evidence that this promise -

was fulfilled. And yet the promuse is to
the whole charch. :

" 4 Peace.’'—vs, 27. Hiv was not an out-
ward peace. ke had been *‘ a man of sor-
rows,”” had endured toil and ** the con<
tradiction of sinners against himeell.”
Even while he speaks the horrors of Geth-
scmune uod of Calvary are scttling down
upon him.  -kle hears the roar of the hell.
fluod that is to whelm him, and yet he
says ‘‘my peace.'” An inward -pence in
his souls’ depths where the world's turmdil
cannot reach ; where man and God weet
and are ut one ; where the human und
divine blend, and the holy eternal repuse
ol God s imparted to man. Aod s the
Lord comes back again to 1he words of
comfort, ** Let not your heart be troubled,
neither let it be afraid.” |

lLLusTRATION .~ A soldier dying in the
Crimea, requested to have the pussago read
t0 him: ** Peuce I loave with you,” ete,
When it was done he said, ** | have that

peuce. | am going to that Savicur. God
is with me, 1 want no more,” and ex-
pired.

What cowmmand does Christ give his dis-
ciples? What promise is added ? s, 16,
17. Why is the Spirit called » ** Comior-
ter 7 W hy called **.another Comjorter, '
lstheSpiritGod? Actay, 3,4, lsChrist God?
Johni, 1, ls the Spirit only another nawe
for Christ? What is the duotrine ul' the
Trinity? What s its practical value ws
bere shown! Who wsends the Spirit?
What is wmeant by the Bpirit ** ubiding
forever 7' Why is he called the Spirit of
Trwh? we, 17,20, Whatis it to **receive
him 7" Who are **the world?' Why
oannot they recvive him? ws, 17. Wha
now know the Spirit? What is thie
knowing? ls the difference between a
Christiun and the world muinly vuvwmd?

What second promise is in wa 187
What does Christ mean by this prowmise ?
Explain the worde * u litsle while ” io va,
19. la this verse two kinds ol seeing wre
in view, What are they? Explain the
words : ** beoause | live you shall live also?”
Explain vo.'20. Compure vs, 15 with the
fiest part of va. 21 W hat is the dilference?
Why the difference? Who iw loved of G.d
and of the Father? va. 21. Cun thiv in-
ward reward of love be given to merely
outward obedience? What third promise
isgiven in ve. 237 What is the peace
promised in ve. 277 What dues the world
give? s Christ's peace in ue?

Abridged from the Baptist Teacher,
M\—h‘m ““h. u’. mo

What is the diffe:ence between a spond-
sheifs and o feather-bed ! One is bard up,
end the other solt dowa.

THE KITTEN OF WINGENHEIM.

Wy

CHAPTER 1,
f--aA _group of peasant boys weré standing

ates the Rhine from the village of Wingen-
beim. Having brought some little kittens
with them, they were. evidently enjoying
the cruel sport of throwing them one by
one into the river, and watohing their
| dying struggles.

- “Hallo! s0 you think you're to get out,
do you ?" oried one of the boys, hastily
lifting o stone. ** We wust pelt her well,
I say, or she'll be out!”

Stone after stone now flew from the
handes of those pitiless bays in quick sue-
cession, Ml one, better aiwed than the
others, struck the poor little animal on
the head, and down she sunk, to rise no
wore.

“ Well, you're done for, that's clear.
Wasn't sho plucky, though? What a
Jolly row she wade!” and sundry such ex-
clamations burst lrom the lips of the excited
boys, while shouts of merriwent and laugh-
ter rent the wir. The worde of Seriptare
never entered their minds : ** A righteous
man regardeth the lile of his beast: but
the tender mercies of the wicked ure
cruel.”

‘““ Now, then, for the last!"” turning to
» boy about twelve yoars of age, who was
holding a beautiful kitten in his arws,

‘“ Why, I declare, she seems to know
that her death. hour's come!" eried one,
roughly secising the poor little oreature.

** Look how her bair's bristling up, and
how queorly she spreads out her pawe to
push me back! But this wont do, sv come
along !

Not one voice was raised on behalf of
the poor little kitton. In their wild ex-
citement they never noticed how beauti-
fully warked she was; nor did her [rigiiten.
ed lvoksand silent pleading for meroy and
protection touch their hearts with pity,
and cause them to relent, ,

When about to execute their cruel pur.
poso, & little boy, who hud just clambered
up the embankmont, came running along,
calling out eagerly, ¢ Oh, stop a minute!
do n't throw the kitten in !"

‘““ And why not? 1 should like to know,
You'll not hinder uy, at any rate,"”

“Do n't drown her: pleasse do n't!
Look here: if you'll only give me the
kisten for my little baby-siater, I'll give
you the whole of this large slice of bread
and butter. See how thickly it's spread,
too ! '

‘‘ Done: tho kitten's yours! There,
take the little wretch; wo've had sport
cnough forone day, at least, have n t we?"

‘“Oh, yes, that we bave!” cried one
and all.  ** But come, let's have our shure
of the bread und butter.”

Holding the terrified little animal as con-
(ortubly as possible in his arms, William
(fur that wae the name of the kin J-henrted
buy) now hurried home with » glad heart.
Arrived at the house, be sprang furward
10 the side of the tradle in which his wuch-
loved baby-sister, of three months old, was
lying wide awaky, and exclaimed in a joy-
ful woice, ** Lovk, baby, what a dear little
kitton I 've brought for you! She'll sleep
beside you, and then you Il always have
her to play with.” Aftor putting her into
the cradle, and stroking her beautiful soft
coat in & southing, gentle wanner, William
withdrew o fow steps, to watoh the effvot of
his experiment,

For a lew moments bahy's large wonder-
ing eyes were fixed upon the kitten ; then
stretehing out her tiny bund, she essayed
to touch her, Obweerving that puss was not
withio reach of the baby-fingers, Willinm
was at the side of the orudle in an inetant,
“ There, now, baby durling, you may
stroke her as much s you like. le n't she
n dear wee thing! What a pretty little
faco sho has, wo! Oh, how glad | am
that those oruel boye dld/L'_l drowa her be-
fore I came! Now, you dear funny little
pussy, you must be very good, and never
soratch my buby-sister, or 1'll"nos luve you
ot all”

As duys, woeks, and months rolled rapid.
ly into the past, listle Aona, and Griescl
the kitten, became more and more fondly
atinched w each other, They would olten
play for hours together, while many a
werry laugh rang through the roum at
pussy’s playful springs wod funwey tricke,
Baby Anna's bright gyes ever vparkled with
Joy % won as her dewr gentle pla
sprang into the cradle. y

About » year bad now elapsed since
William resoued this lissle kitten from she
bands of ber oruel turmentors, and what »
large, magoificent cat she bad grown!
Muny sa ezcursion she took through the
bouse, garden, and ceurt-yard, but mever

a e e e o ————

one day upon the émbaikmuvnt-which sepur

remained very long away from little Anna ;
in [not she seemed 10 look upon the child as
her peculinr eare. . Although muoch grown,
Anna was still unable to walk ; and both
=whe-and-Griesel continued to sleep nnd play
in the same old erudle which they had oc-
cupied w year before, William little
thought that the kitten he had saved from
drowning, would save his darling sister
from n watery grave, '
(To be Continued.)
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RIVERS OF PLEASURES, !

The whole world is running greedily
aflter pleasure, That is very natural ; but
marny are ranning the wrong way. “They
find & sip of it for a little while in some-
thing, and think it will give fulness for
cvermore, In undue indulgence of the ap-
petites and passions, in childish awmuse-
wments, in penurious hoarding, in ambi-
tion, in uequiring knowledge, in works of
art and beauty, in the social affections,
from the lowest to the highest sources,
they are tasting of hittle rills, that dry up
in an hour, while there are rivers ol plea-
sures of whioh they are [reely invited to
drink for evermore. It is noticeable that
there are pleasures; not one pleasure, but
wany aod various, Pleasures for every
attribute ol our being.

1. There is pleasure for the intellect,
Discoveries in urt and science are sources
ol great picasure. Kven in the abstract
sciences they affurd exquisite delight, My
old teacher in wathewntics, Prof, W,
Smyth, an origionl dewonstrator, told me,
thut when he found ove of hie propositions
was beiog verified, he bad to leave his
table und walk the room, wringing his
bandsand soltly shouting, ** Glory ! glory!"”
What will Le the pleasure, from illimiwble
and depths of thu works and ways of God,
to minds so expanded that tho highest
discoveries in the unfuthomable heighis
discuveries of earth will be only as the
letters of the wiphabet, to whom there will
be nv forgetluloos , and whose perceptions
will be clear ns the sunlight,

2. Of Tuste~ How many are enchanted
now by the coutemplationof the beautitul
in art or -nutare,. Yet this is but a diw
perception ot beauty in the twilight, which
will wither in an hour, while there,

“ Bewuvy in perlection is,
And never-withering flowers."

s

3. Ot dervice—lhey are ‘‘awilt wes.
sengore of his tu do his pleasure.”” I'he
activities of lite, even from the cradle, are
amoug 1w plewsures. Uow much wmore
the blessed, unwuurying service ol heaven,

4. Of the Affections—Karth would be
wilderness without love, and heaven is
perlect love.  Mutuul love uninterrupted,
s that the lellowship with every onv ul its
inbabitants will be wncvmparably sweeter
thun tuat produced by the wost ondearing
tice oo curth—Iluve 1o Jesus all pervading,
wod Jove Irvia Jesus ull transporting.

., Ul & Reunwon—To mevt a single
hiiend frow sowe distant shore ‘and alter
along years of weparation, what ecstaoy !
But w wuet all who buve gone befure, she
loved und lost, on the celestial shore,

* Oh, what will it be to be there "

0. Ol weing Jewus—There huve been
many wen, and wowen 0o, whom | would
travel far w see ; but to sco Jesus, and ree
hiw elways, be with biwm, follow bhiw-—uh,
what delighe! . _

7. Ot Worship—How swect, under the
full baptism ol the Spirit of God, to wor.
ship bere, \»

~ ** 10 meet where spirits blend,
And friend bolds tellowship with friend ;"
but this is voly * feeling after Gud '’ in
the durkness, What will it be to bebold
him in his glory, and how before him with
the innumerable multitude of the redvemed,
and praise him as he ought to be praised.

Such are some of those pleasures for

is ruLness of Jor.  Language and conocp-
tion fail to present them. May they be
ours, through Jesus Christ our Lord.— Am.,
Messenger,

—— - I e

NOT A FAILURE.

Not many yoars ago & young minister was
invited % proach to a city congregation,
Under the most depressing circumstances he
carnestly endeavured to prove the wooeesity
of immediate preparation to meet Jehovah,
from the text, ** Prepare to meet thy God."”
At the conclusion of the sermon he felt
that Le had made & miscrable failare, and
80 much raged was he by the feeble
offort, that be thought he would mot try

to preach again. But God in his merey,
saw fit to attend the sclomn truthe, tha

day uttered, with the influsnee of the Hely

>

evermore, at the right band of God, where'

Spint, Not long alter, n young man made
application for membership into the chureh
who stated that this sermon preached by
that young nfinie er, was the means, under
God,-ol Lis conviction, \y‘l_mt.v encourage-
ment was this to the young wminister and
every other Christian to perform his duty
and leave the results with God,

——————_— . ———-

THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL IDEA,

What is the "grhh?‘ldm “pervading the - i

Sunday-school work ?

It is an iden nowsdully comprehended by
the mase of Christians. Tnat idea s this:
That the Sunday.school affords the very
best. oppartunity for the emplayment of lay
talent in spreading the gospel and bringing
men under ils influence ! ’

The Sunduy.school beyond all other
agencies, best develops the working taleng
and the Christian graces of church mem«
beve ; for teaching is the best way of learn-
ing. It is the duty of all Christians to
labor earnestly for the spread of the gospel,
and for bringing sinners to Jesus, and not
the duty of winisters alone. The great
commission applies to every individual
church mwember. To ‘every individual
Christian the mundate—** Go ye, preach
the gospel to cvery creature, teaching them
to obsvrve whatsoever things | have com-
wmanded you,"—upplies, without a single
exception ;_ for it is the duty of the church
to extend the kingdom of Christ, and not
the duty of winisters werely. And, for

o private individual effurt, conducive to sue-

cesslul training in this great and bounden
work of all Christians, the Sunday-school
afforde the very best fie/d, Nor is this all,
l'v become buppy and growing Christiane,
church mewbers wust  cultivate  their
Christian graces. Now this can be better
done nuwhere else than in the Sunday-
school.

Here, then, is the orEaT 1pEA Of the
Sunday-school work. The -cultivation of
the Curistian graces and the employment
of laywen in spreading the gospel and sav-
ing souls, Or, to express it differently,
‘“ increasing and- develuping the working
Wnlent and the christian graces of the
church,”’ | '

lo tulBlling its mission there is far more
for’ the church to do than miuisters alone
can accomplish. In the “pulpit and out of
it they do wuch ; but ten times their num
ber, effecting & hundred tiwes as wuch as
is now accumplished, would not achicve all
thut is nevessury to be done.

The wain body of Christians, wale and
femule, must work; aye, every church
member must labor and give, and laborand
give perseveringly and abundantly, in order
tv periorm the duty which Curist has im-
posed upon his yeopie. And nowhere elee
van they better work, or be better trained
fur the work of the world's evangelization,
thun in the Sunday-scloul. Llence wo are
wmascd at any deprecintion ol this work !
We are smased vt inditference wanitested
towards it by any ! We nre amuased that
this work is not exalted to the skies by all
thuse who are anxious for the spread of
the goepel, and that vur denvminscion is
0ot vustly wore liberal, luborivue and eo-
lightened.
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ANSWERS EASILY MISUNDER-
STOOD,

The ioundation of 1771, which swept
awuy a great part of the old Tyne Bridge,
Newcastle, was long remewbuered, and al-
luded % with emplasis us ** whe fluod.”
On one occasion Mr, Adam Thompsou wae
put into the witness-bux at tho assizes.
The counsel asking his nume, received for
answer : ** Adam, sir—Adum Thompeon,””

** Where do you live? ' ©

‘ At Paradise, #ir.”

(Paradise is a village about a mile and »
kalt west of Newcastle.)
=+ And huw long have you dwels in Para-
dise?’ ocvntinued tho barrister.

‘“ Ever since the flood,”" was the reply,
made in all simplicity, and with no inten-
tion to raise a lnugh, 1t is needless to say
that the judge asked for an explunation.

A Cuinkss Coxvery in Sen Francisco
was recently esamioed as a candidate for
baptisma, The first question was:—How
did you find Jesus? Amswer: # Me no
find Jesus. He find me.” Why do yoo
wish % be baptised? ** Becnuse Jesus
commanded is. And me want to do a
Jesus did.” It you should die before you
are baptized do you think you would be
lost? * If me die quick, and no able te

be baptised, me thiok Jesus take me up

to henven. But if me bave opportunity %o
be baptised, and me won's be,—it is all
[ same % 00 believe at ail.”

]
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