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“THE PRIMITIVE CHURCH OF | 
IRELAND, 

(Conel aded)) 

Ttinerating in Ireland fourteen hun- 

dred years ago was not.without its ad- 

ventures, and sometimes these wore 

a dangerous complexion. : 

Patrick's custom to be driven over the 

country by a faithful servant, about 

whom a striking story is told, which 

possibly includes some grains of truth. 

It appears that the people of one distriet 

were addicted to the worship of a cer- 

tain pillar set up on a plain, and as the 

most effective and shortest argument 

on the side of righteousness seemed to 

be the-one ot throwing the column down, 

Patrick adopted that summary 'pro- 

cedure, but not without exciting the 

rage of a native chief, who vowed 

revenge. Oue-day, when Patrick was 

passing through this dangerous country, 

Oan, his servant, suspecting mischief, 

msisted on changing places with his 

master, for the purpose of baffling any 

lurking enemy. The servant, mistaken 

fur his master, -was shot dead, while 

the intended victim escaped nnscathed 

The accounts which have descended 

to us of the founding of what is now 

the cathedral church of Armagh, after 

being judiciously sifted, show the simple 

earnestness and the evangelistic zeal of 

Patrick. One day, on passing by this 

spot, he readily discerned the eligible 

situation of the hill, whence the cathe 

deal now raises its towers, for the site of 

a college similar to others established in 

the country, The missionary straight- 

way begged the land of *“a certain rich 

aud honourable man . . . . whose 
name was Daire,” Not earing to sur- 
render to strangers so important a 

military position, Daire offered another 
site, which, being aceepied, became the 
home of the primitive church of the 

district. This was a very simple busi- 
ness. A gilt for Christ was asked and 

gratefully appropriated. We look in 
vain for any of those grand attendant 

circumstances with which® Rome too 

commonly clothes similar transactions. 

The evangelist dealt in no imposing 

ceremonies. The highest object he 
ad in view was the conversion of 

‘neighbouring tribes.  “ Patrick is re- 
presented as asking from the chieftain 

Daire a place for the exercise ot or 
practice of religion only,” says the 

authority already quoted ; ** nothing is 
suid of an episcopal see or diocese, 

much less of a primacy. 1d] that was 

demanded was a place . or site for such 
buildings as might suffice for the resi- 
dence of a religious society. The re- 
ligious life, and the worship of Ged, 
were all that Patrick had in view.” 

n connection with this subject, it is 

impossible to measure themmount of 

good effected by Patrick's exertions ; 
but, whatever may have been his sue- 

cess or otherwise, his achievements are 

doubtless overcoloured by the old 
chroviclers. The vast number of con. 
versions accredited to this man's preach: 
ing must be taken in a wercly nominal 
sense. To conquer the old Adam in 
ancient Ireland was quite as difficult 
as it still remains; but were we to 

accept partial testimony, we should 
believe that the new faith suddenly 
burst forch like the verdure of an Arctie 
summer. This is not likely, though it 
is alinost certain that the gospel achieved 
mighty triumphs. The dangers of the 
missionaries must not be forgotten. 

Going forth on a hazardous mission, in 

the widst of a country such as Ireland 

then was, Patrick appears to have 

aroused many enemies. As just re. 
lated, his attendant fell a martyr to the 
cause ; and, as regards the person of 

the missionary himself, the Druids, who 

stil! lurked in Ireland, thirsted for his 
‘bleed. On aecouut of their savage or 
uncivilised surroundings, many of the 
Cliristian stations were fortified. Others 
were situated near forts, and places 

naturally protected were preferred to 
sites open and exposed. Aud, more: 
over, notwithstanding all his self-deny- 
ing labour and loving solicitude, the 
message Patrick carried was, by some 
tribes, entircly rejected. 

It is quite refreshing, in such a phil- 
osophic age as our own, to turn to 

~ Patrick and his simple but arduous 
work, and to find him exercising vo- 
wavering faith in the efficacy of prayer. 
On all hands he banded the faithtul 
together in religious societies—an effec 
tive method of encouraging learning 
and piety in a barbaric age. The in. 
stitution of clanship was imitated by 
the church, and it is the belief of some 
writers, that in so rude a state of society 
the church could not hive been pre- 
served in strength by any other means. 
1 his was not monk 
communities did not exclude women. 
On being converted to Christ, many 
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THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 
the corrupting influences of the heathen 
world, such a shelter Patrick provided 

for them in the houses of his brother- 

Ireland justly rejoices in the memory 

of her first and greatest missionary. 

Patrick 1d many of the qualities of a 

great man, and he was free from the 

idolatry and false doctrine which have 

He died sometime during the last de- 

cade of the-fitth century, but the exact 

year is unknown. The dates vary from 

491 to 493. 
«Ou the whole,” says Dr. Todd, 

“the biographers of St. Patrick, not 

withstanding the admixture of much 

fable, have undoubtedly portrayed in 

his character the features of a great and 

judicious missionary. He seews to have 

made himself ¢ all things,’ in accordance 

with the apostolic injunction, to the 

rade and barbarous tribes of Ireland. 

He dealt tenderly with their usages and 

prejudices. Although, he sometimes 

felt it necessary to overturn their idols, 

and on some occasicus risked his lite, 

he was guilty of no offensive or unnec- 

essary iconoclasm. A native. himself 

of another country, he adopted the 

language of the Irish tribes, aud cone 

formed to their political institutions. 

By his judicious munagement, the 

Yhristianity which be founded became 

self-supporting, at least it was endowed 
by the Chieftains without any foreign 
aid. It was supplied with priests and 
prelates by the people them:elves ; and 

its fruits were soon seen in that won 

dertul “stream of zealous missionaries, 

the glory of the Irish Church, who went 

forth in the sixth and seventh centuries 

to evangelize the barbarians of central 

Europe. In a word, the example and 

success of St. Patrick have bequeathed 

to us this lesson, that the great object of 
the missionary bishop should be to 
establish ‘among the heathen the true 
and unceasing worship of God's church 

and to supply that church with a native 

ministry.” 
Before leaving this subject, we may 

just observe that it remains to be clear- 

ly proved what order of government 

was set up by the ancient Church of 
Ireland Some writers think it was in 

a measure presbyterian ; others argue 
that it was episcopal. If it was an 
eriscopacy, it was an episcopacy widely 

differing trom the modern régime going 
ander that name. Bishops flourished 

in remarkable numbers ; for, says Bt. 

Bernard, ** almost every church had its 
separate bishops.” It would be ab-urd 
to infer that these men performed 
functions corresponding to the office of 
modern prelates. There existed” no 
archiepiscopal rale, and the heads of 

religious communities, like the one at 

lona, were superior in power to the so- 
called bishops. Indeed, it seems pro. 
bable that such a thing as a modern 
diocese was unknown in the ancient 
Church of Ireland. We even read of a 
hundred bishops living together in one 
house ; and, though called bishops, they 

were in reality working missionaries, 

and cultivators of learning and piety. 
But seeless bishops were not peculiar 
to Ireland; for, in the eastern and 

western division of the church, they 
were common phenomena, until set 
aside by the arrogance of persons oc- 
cupying high places, whose power had 
its root in the growing corruptions of the 
times,— Sword & Trowel. 

The Christian Messenger. 

Halifax, N. 8., Nov. 20th., 1871. 

CHRISTIAN FORGIVENESS, 

Perhaps there is nothing that rem. 
ders christians more unlovely in the 
estimation of the world than their in- 

dulgence of a haughty, unforgiving 
spirit. It is well. known, even by the 
least intelligent in a christian commu- 
nity, that an unwillingness to forgive is 
essentially unchristian. Any system 
of Theology that attempts to defend 
the exercise of an irrascible temper 
and the maintenance of a state of 
haughty reserve against his fellow 
christian, or even his fellow man is not 
from above. A man who has become 
the victim of fancied or real grievao- 
ce, in consequence of which he shuts 
himself off from all intercourse with 
bis offending brother, until a bumiliat- 
ing confession of wrong doing be wade 
by bim, shews but little of the spirit of 
Jesus. 
One who places himself upon a pe- 

degtal of fancied superiority, and wraps 
arogpod himself the garment of injured 
jonocenge, may retain the name of 
christian, but he is not suited to live in 
‘this sinful werld, or prepared to illus 
trate the teachings of the Saviour of 
sinners. The influence of sych » man 

is evil, and must be injurious to the 

spiritual character of the community 

in which he mingles. : 
Our Lord taught his disciples to 

pray « for forgiveness, * as we for- 

give.” A fearful prayer for the unfor- 

giving to offer! Some people who 

dislike this. condition — making the 

cherishing of an unforgiving spirit to- 

wards anothersan. obstacle to ourselves, 

receiving forgiveness—try to avoid the 

the application of such a rule to their 

own case, by replying that God requires 

confession of wrong and ‘an inteution 

to pursue another course before He 

grants forgiveness, and that therefore 

the same condition may be exactad by 

one man from his fellowman before for- 

giveness van be justly demanded. This 

is but a flimsy fallacy, tor there can be 

no analogy between man in relation to 

his Maker and one erring mortal in rela- 

tion to another. But supposing that it 

were the case, and that a like confes- 

sion and resolve were to be a pre- 

requisite to reconciliation, the party 

aggrieved would become the judge of 

what amount of reparation should be 

accorded to himself, and the Christ- 

like spirit would cease to rule Jn his 

heart. Worldly principles would then 

become predomivant, and gospel iv- 

junctions no longer apnlicable to any 
N ~ 

nase of offence. It must needs be t at 

offences come, but the gospel is the 
great rectifier, and it demands of 

Christ's disciples a readiness to re- 

move offences, and so not allow them 

to separate or tarnish the church of 

Christ. ; 
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¢ A CRY FOR MINISTERS” 

Our N. B. contemporary a week or 

two since gave expression to this ery, 
which is heard amougst nearly all de- 

nominations of christians. Our brother. 

instituted tone enquiry: ** How are we 

to obtain the needful supply" ? After 

asking ** Whither shall we look?” and 

offering a very satisfactory reason why 

we may not hope for them from the 

United States, he concludes that pro- 

bably we could obtain earnest meu from 

Mr. Spurgeon’s College *‘with the dis- 

tinct understanding that they would not 

only wefrain from advocacy of open 

communion views, but that they would 

thoroughly adopt our denominational 

system of church order, aud assist us 

in working it out.” 
He thinks that ** Having such an 

understanding with honest wen, there 

would be no special danger of friction.” 
We have nothing to say against the 

importation of any number of good 
earuést men by any who may feel dis- 

posed to do so, or able to induce them 
to come, but to get men under such 
restrictions, would we think be unde- 

sirable, or atleast a doubtful experi- 

ment. If they do come it should be 
free and antrammeled. 
We would take the liberiy of sug- 

gesting the enquiry, in reference to this 
watter, Does it not indicate that there 

is something defective in the churches 

of any denomination when they fail to 
send ministers out from their midst ? 

The men best adapted to become minis- 

ters for these provinces are we believe 
at present here, in this country. Does 
not our half-century of experience 
shew that the Nova Scotia and New 

Brunswick and P.E. Island men are the 
best adapted to labor here ? Yes, we 

have the material. We want more of a 
spirit of consecration in the churches, 

so that those having gifts may be _en- 

couraged and helped by their brethren 

to muke this their life-work. We 

might poiot to a host of young and 
valued brethren who have so been 

brought from the membership of our 
own churches, and cared for until they 

have become worthy successors of the 

fathers, and are now doing good ser- 
vice in the Master's vineyard. “Why is 

not the number of such men doubled ? 

It only needs more of a spirit of devo. 
tion in the churches, and they would 

be sent out. We have all necessary 

arrangements for giving them a 

thorough educational equipment, so as 

to make them not inferior to what we 

have ever had,or what any other ¢oun- 

try affords. Let us then rather * Pray 
the Father that he would send forth 

laborers.” If our **ory” reach His 

ears, and we act in accordavce with 
that ory, we shall find that the supply 
will soon be sent and continue to appear 
more according to the demand The 

churches here will then have the bene- 
fit of sending them out, which is an 
important consideration, as well as thut 
of receiving their labors. 
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Next to the Gospel itself, and the 
Word of God, we regard the Sabbath 
as the greatest of blessings couferred 

of Rest. 

world, and ‘the salt of the earth. 

| opinions our correspondent expresses : 

above report and to state that there has 
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for ten th 
enjoy. Our nineteenth century civil- 
za.ion would be of but little valae if 
it should omit all reference to a Day 

We intended to have called 
speoit] attention to Rev. Dr. Cramp's 
very comprehensive letter in our last 
week's paper, but omitted to do so. 

If any of Sur readers failed to read it 
carefully we would recommend them” 

to do so now. It presents in a very 

succinet form the, authority on which 
the observance of ths day rests: 

Krrovists of various types wake mse 
of the difficulties they presume’ to 
place around this institution for the 
purpose of inculcating their erroneous 
sentiments, The undermining of Lord's 
Day observance prepares the way for 
all the various stages of sc:pticism and 
infidelity. It has always been a fruit- 
ful precursor of evil habits and crime. 

Christians should endeavour not only 
to have a grod reason to give for “all. 
they do themselves, but should seek 
to inculcate correct sentiments in the 
community around them, and by that 
means reflect on others the light they 
have received from heaven, and so 
rove themselves the lights of the 
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THE HALIFAX SCHOOL BOARD. 

There has long been a large amount 
of dissatisfaction with the city Scheol 

Board. It is not pretended that the 
government Commi-sioners are a fair 

representation of the religious com- 
munities of Halifax. There being two 
clergymen on the Board it is believed 
is unsatisfactory to the majority of the 
people,and to their clergymen who have 
but little in ‘common with these two 

gentlemen. We have received a brief 
communication having reference . to] 
this matter, We entirely conour in the 

Mr. Editor, — 
It is currently reported that one of the 

Governwent Commissioners of Schools has 
resigned, now here is an opportunity and 
opening, that the friends of the different regli- 
ious denominations should avail themselves 
of to urge upon the Government, thut the 
vacancy be filled up by a clergyman of one 
of the denominagions still unrepresented at 
the Board. ‘Lhis is only fair-play to all, 
and 1 would respectfully intimate to our 
friends the necessity of at once moving in 
this matter. If the two clerical incumbents, 
that sit on the Board of School Commiesion- 
ers are to hold their position in perpetuity, 
then the sooner it is understood the better, 

theon,l for oneshall want my clergyman to re- 
present my denomination at the Board, 
nothing wore, nothing less. Deprecating, 

as all right thinking persons should, the 
system of denominational schools at the 
public expense, it is but right and proper, 
that, in the present working of the school 
act and in common justice 10 all, each de- 
nomination should be fairly represented. If 
these ideas meet with your approval, would 
you kindly advocate them through your 
Journal. 

Yours, 
A Lavuan, 
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We have received a Circular ad- 
dressed, ** The Baptists of Chicago, to 
our Brethren throughout the world,” 
signed by about eighty of the leading 
men there, It gives a statement of the 
losses of the Baptist body by the late 
fire in that city—the University, Semi- 
nary, Publication Society, and church 
properties, amounting to $229,000, 
The Appear is for aid to the extent of 
$100,000 by collections and donations 
between the present time aud the wid. 
dle of January, 1872. Funds may be 
sent to the Treasurer, James F. Gil- 
lette, No. 398 Michigan Avenue, Chi- 
cago, 111, 
We doubt not many will,in the same 

geuerous spirit which they bave con- 
tributed to the temporal necessities of 
the sufferers,aid them also in resuming 
their work in their Lord's service. 
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We find the following paragraph in 
the St, John Christian Visitor of last 
week (— 

Nova Scoria,—A4siatic Cholere.— Re- 
rt says there are four cases of Asiatic 

Sholera in Halilax, resulting from the 

recent visit of the ship Franklyn. Two 
persons huve already died. 

We are glad to be able to correct the 

not been a single case of Asiatie 
Cholera in Halifax, as above affirmed. 

The cases of death which have pro- 
bably given rise to that report,occurred 
at Chezzetcook, (wenly miles from 

Halifax. There was probably never 
less of disease, especially of contage- 
ous dissease, ini the city, than at the 

present time. 
The medical men sent to Chezzet- 

cook reported on Monday morning that 
tho two cases there bave recovered,and 
po new ones have appeared. 

on mankind. To it we are indebted 

“for gratitude. 

© THURSDAY, DEC. 7. 

Thanksgiving is demanded of us for 
mercies received, but it must not} 
that we confine our attention to the 

temporal blessings bestowed, and for. 

get our spirithal wants, and the gene. 

ral state of the church and the world, 
In thinking of the need of a Day of 
HumiriaTion and PRAYER we would 

not loffe sight of the reasons we have 
Our unfaithfulness is 

painfully evident when we view the 

condition of the church ; but when each 
individual looks within himself he may 

find far more reason for self-reproach 

and Humiliation before God. 

As the Census is before us we may 

take this as the basis of some reflec. 

tions. : : 

Afier going over the calculations of 
the increase of population in the vari. 

ous Counties and Cities of these Pro. 

vinces we were curious to ascertain 

what had been the rate of increase in 

our churches in the same period, 
Looking over the Statistios we find 
that in 1861 the numbers in the, mem. 

bership of the five Baptist Associa 
tions of the Lower Provinces wag 

alten as 22.978. In 1871 the number 

of members is 28.316, an increase of 

5.408, or 23.5 per cent. True this is 

something over the increase of popu. 

lation, but it bars no proportion to 

what might have been expected of 

those who believe they | 

from hell ty the death of the Son of 
Mo 
ou, and are surrounded by men and 
women needing the same, no less than 
themselves. 
amount of success enough to satisfy 
men and womea who had been bought 
with such a price ? 
The fact above stated is that in ten 

years, on an-average, every four mem- 
bers have been instrumental in adding 
but one person to the church. Some, of 
course, have passed on to their reward, 
but so have they in the calculations of 
the general Census. Let this one fact 
be borne in mind by every Baptist 
member on THURSDAY THE TTH OF 
DeceMBER, and if there is not enough 
in it to humble him before God, and to 
call foith Prayer for more consecration 
of himself and all he has to the service 
of the Master, we think he should 

seriously doubt if he has any part or 
lot in this matter. 

FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS OF THE 
Census have been supplied during the 
past week, shewing the number of in- 
habitants in the principal cities and in 

each of the counties of this Province 

and New Brunswick. By the follow. 

ing tuble we may compare the Cenays 
of 1861 with that of 1871, and learn 

the increase in each of the counties 

respectively : 
NOVA BOOTIA. 

In. Increase 
1861. 1871 © crease, per cent, 

Halifax City..25,026 20682 44556 18.3 

* Co. (exclu- 
sive of city,) 23995 27,381 3.386 13.6 

Total, Hfx Co, 49021 56,963 7942 16, 

HantS eoes 00:17,460 21,302 3542 22. 

Kings, eosee 18731 21,609 2778 14.9 

Digby ee.s sass 14.761 17037 2286 155 

Queens, «eves s9 365 10,654 1.180 12.7 

Lunenbure....19632 23.834 42: 21.4 
Cumberlund...19538 23518 396 203 

Colchester e+20,045 23331 3,286 16.4 

PiClOUcces +2+.28,785 382.114 3,320 11.6 

Antigonish....14 871 16,612 1,641 11, 

Guysborough.:12 718 16655 3812 302 
Inverness. «..+19.967 23416 3.418 17% 
Viciorif.eeeeess9,idd 11349 1708 17.6 
Cape Breton. ..20866 26 45¢ 558% 267 
Richmond...s 12607 14,208 1661 132 

Totals. ...330,857 887,500 56 943 17.21 

A similar comparison of the Census 

of 1861 and 1871 of the counties of 

New Brunswick will interest many of 

our readers : 
NEW BRUNSWICK. 

1861. 1871. lucrease. Increase 
per cenbs 

St. John Co..48,922 562,303 3 381 6.7 

Charloite.... 23663 2588: 2.1 93° 

Carlet in...» «16,373 19.938 . 3,565 21.7 

Victoria. ess . 7,701 1164) 3,940 6 1 

R stigouche., 4874 5575. 701 144 
Glouco-ter.. .16076 18810 3.734 24.9 

Nor humbel'd 18801 20,116 1315 7. 
KeNb.ooaesesa1585¢ 19101 8247 2065 
Westmorlwnd. 25247 20335 4088 162 

Totals... 252,047 285,777 33,730 13.4 

The progress of the larger Cities, 
and their increase in the past ten years 
varies considerably, as will be seen by" 
the following : 

1861. 1871. Increase. Smet 
r 

St, Joht.....26,317 “8988 2471 101 
MOUtrenl . ..90,428 107,226 16902 18.7 

These developments will surprise 
MANY. e¢ have not the means 

hand for nccounting for the lar in 
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