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THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 
—— 

For (he Christian Messenger. 

ADDRESS OF THE MIRA BAY 
BAPTIST CHURCH, TO THE 
REV. E. C. SPINNEY, A. B. 

Dear Brother, — 

Oo the eve of your departure from us, 
we embrace this opportunity of expressing 

fo you the estecm in which you are held by 
"us, and of our appreciation of your labors 

as a gospel minister. 

We deeply lament, that we are called to 

present you a parting address ; that you 

have geen fit to leave us, fura time at least ; 
but we wust not murmur for we believe 

that He who holds the reins of all His true 

gervants, hax guided you, and will continue 
to guide you in the path which you are 
about to take. We hope and pray that the 
change way bring honor and glory to Lis 
moet holy name, 

We feel, dear brother, that though you 
have bien alle to devote but part of your 
time to this place, we have received much 

benefit from your labore, and have greatly 
enjoyed the effnts put forth for our spirit 

ual welfare, From time to time we have 
been made to rejoice in that, through your 
instromentality, Go's grace has been made 
manifest, and the hearts of his children 

have been quickened and revived in this 
little binueh of Hin Zions 

The past three years have been to you a 
period of active and earnest toil for the 

glory of your Muster, and the pbuilding 

of His cause. During this time, yeu have 
had much to depress and discourage you, 
this bas called forth great faith, patience 

and perreverunce, "Errors, at different 

times, have crept into the church, when 

much judgment and labuff were required for 

their suppression. We are assured that 

through all, you have aimed to carry out 

the teachings of God's word, and we be. 

lieve the results will be for the honor of 
His cause, : 

Since you first came among us, some of 
our nutuler, who were then in the prime of 
life and fully enjoying its greatest boon 
“ health,” and who were co-workers with 

us in the cause of our Muster, have passed 

away from earth to heaven, there to receive 
their reward. The interest and sympathy 
manifested by you in seasons” of afiliction, 

bave awakened in our hearts a deep feeling 
of gratitude and love. 
Though wo have had during your sojourn 

with us, reason to ** weep over Zion,” and 
bave been called to mourn the loss of some 
taken from us by death, etill, we render 
thanks to Gd that, under your pastorate, 
the church has had many secessions to her 
membership,  Oftives we have been made 
to rejoice that, through God's infinite and 
all abounding mercy, sinners have been led 
to se the danger of their condition, and 
baves ught refuge in the ** Ark of safety." 
We truly have had much reason to exclaim, 
“The Li:rd hath done great things for us, 
whercol we ure glad.” | 
Aud now, dear Lrother, as we are called 

upon to part, permit us to say that you 
carry with you our highest respect and 
brotherly love. Your labors]here will be 
long remembered. We express the hope 
that when. you have completed your Theo- 
logics] Studies at Newton Centre, Mass. 
we shall again enj)y the benefits of your 
labour as our pastor, but in whatever part 
of God's moral vineyard you may be called 
to labor, we would eay ** Be strong in the 
Lord und in the power of his might.” 
Should trials await, and persecutions assail 
you, remeber Lim who bath said, * My 
grace is suflicient for thee.” * I will never 
leave thee, nor forsake thee.” ** Be thou 
faith{ul unto death, and I will give thee a 
crown ot life.” 

In conclusion, we would ask you ever to 
remember us at a throne of heavenly grace ; 
and may the God of all grace, mercy and 
truth continue to wbide with you to the 
end, 

Signed in behalt of the Chureh. 
Corrs Marten, Senr., 
L. G Spence, Cosimittee. 
Josepn loiwmes. 

Mira, C. B., Aug. 19th, 1871, 

o . . REPLY. 
Dear Brethren, — 
Language imperfectly expresses the deep 

emotions, tha' your very kind, unexpected 
and unmerited address has awakened in 
my soul, 

Ever since our fir t connection, you have 
shown me the utmost respect. During my 
labors amongst you, I have been taught by 
Jour counsels. sustained by your prayers, 
“enoourrged by your untiring zeal for the 
Lord, nnd supported with your money. 
You have not only promptly paid your sub- 
teriptions to aid ny mission, but have fre- 
quently vei'eved my wants and gladdened 
Wy heart with gencrous donations. 

| any individual in it. 

Although we have had much to try our 
faith, yet | never expect to spend a happier 
three 'y ars than the past have been, neither 
do I anticipate ever mecting with a more 
hospitable and considerate people. If it be 
God's will I could willingly be spent for 
you. 

Whatever success has attended my feeble 

efforts to promote the Redoemer's cause, ia 
largely due to the interest you have always 
m nilested in the prosperity of Zion. By 
your united effirts obstacles have been re. 
moved and difficulties: surmounted, But 
before our ¢. mmon Lord we would reverent- 
ly bow and ascribe all praise to llis-name. 
And while in the providence of God we 

are called to part, be assured, however 
widely separated our paths may be, you 
will ever hold a remembrance in my sv ppli- 
cations at the mercy seat ; and trust, I will 

not be forgotten in your prayers, 
I sincerely hope you will not long be left 

destitute of the preaching of the gospel, 
‘but trus: a more faithful, consistent and 

devoted under-hepherd, than ever I have 
proved, will be directed to this field, to 

break unto you the bread of life. 
And now, dear brethren, permit me to 

heartly thank you for the interest you take 
in my future welfare. I shall live if you 
remain steadfast in the Lord. Let me urge 
you to *“keep the unity of the Spirit in 
in the bond of peace.’ And in the words 

of vur text for this morning, *¢ Be of good 
cheer.” 

Finally, if we should never meet on earth 

again, muy we greet each other in that 
better land, and be allotted some humble 
place amid the ineffable glories of that 
blessed abode. And there, may I with you 
young convert, and with you old soldier, 
raise some feeble note in that eternal an- 
them that shall ceaselessly echo among the 
hills of eternity to the riches of redeeming 
grace, 

That * peace may be within thy walls 
and prosperity within thy palaces,” is and 
shall be the unfeigned desire of your un- 
worthy brother 

“ E. C Spinney. 

Homeville, C. B., Aug., 1871. 

—— 

IN THE CHURCH FROM 
PRINCIPLE. 

By Rev. H. A. SAwTELLE, 

Who has not seen it on this wise? One 
has become a wember of the church, giving 
rearonuble evidence of newness of life and 
singleness: of devotion. He runs along 
well for a season, co-operating with his 
biethren in every good word and work, 
apparently happy in his adopted relations, 
But suddenly he is missed from the meet.’ 
ing, mis-ed from the Lord's tuble. Is he 
absent from town? Is he sick? Neither 

would be indeed a strange, a ridiculous 
proceeding. 

We are compelled to see some professed 
Chri: tians choosing their church affiliations 
merely from their ides of conyenience or 
popularity, or from a paltry consideration 
of the interests of their secular business. 

Alas! that this should ever be the case with 
men who profess to be the servants of 

fy the representaticn. Not only the claims 
of some fiebler assembly, but even denomi- 

national preferences are sometimes entirely 
waived from the acount, simply because 
andther church is more convenient for one's 
self and his family, or possibly does not 
require as much expenditure « f money and 
care. What is this but keeping back a 
part of the price and lying to the Holy 
Ghost, as Avanias and Sapphira-did 7— 
Then, agnin, yan will ree some who bear 
the Christian name looking about for the 
most popular minister or congregation in 
the place ; and when they think they have 
found one or the other, or buth, they locate 
themselves in their ecclesiastical relations 
accordmgly. They say lor themselves that 
their literary and elocu ionary tastes, or 
their socinl affinities, are of some conse- 
quence to them, Do they not prove that 
these things are of more importance to 
them than the sclf-denying service of Christ's 
cause for its own sake? Their faith may 
be better satisfied, and their influence more 
needed elsewhere, but what of that? Here 
is one who in fact would make a gain of 
godliness. If he can increase the number 
of his weck-day patrons and customers by 
his Sunday associations, of course he is 
quite willing to do so, Such an one has 
been known to leave a congregation that 
has not patronized his business, and tr 
another which it is hoped will do better in 
this respect. Ho leaves partly to punish 
those who would not give him business, and 
partly to fare botter, as he imagines. 

Shall we notice another character who is 
willing to barter his chosen church relations 
for his own selfishness ? It is he who feels 
that his brethren do not give bim the office 
and place in the chureh which be would 
indeed so well fill if he only had the oppor- 
tunity. Nutenough notice is taken of him. 
The pastor docs not put him forward enough. 
He does not receive proper deference. His 
ruling passion is wmbition. He is another 
Diotrephes, *¢ who loveth to have the pre- 
eminence.” He loves publicity, He is 
willing to purchase it with enlarged dona 
tions. But he has waited and watched. 
He discovers that he is not absolutely essen- 
tial to the existence of the church. His 
ambition is wounded. Well, Le concludes, 
if I cannot be what I want to, I will not be 
anything. It they will not lvt me hold my 
proper place they way get along without 
me. Me is soured ; he is ready to ally 

of these. His pastor saw hiw in the street, | himself with. a dissatisfied party, or un- 
yonder, but he appeared to be shy. What 
is the matter? The delinquent 18 sought 
out. Itis found that he has a grievance 
with some fellow-member, who has uffended 
him by a slight or some other disagreeable 
thing ; and he declares he will have nothing 
to do with the church so long as that offen- 
sive member is there. And no amount of 
kind remonstrance or persuasion is able to 
change his eulking decision... Now it is 
evident that that wan did not really unite 
with the cLurch for better or for worse, but 

only with individuals in the church ; and 
that he was bound to the church by no 
principle, but only by his selfish conveni- 
ence. In his estimation, his own feelings 

are above the interests of the church as a 
whole. Therelore sad to say, he is willing 
to sacrifice. the church, Christ's beloved 
body, for his own private pique ; willing to 
abandon the church, and leave it to struggle 
on alone, because of one or two disagreeatle 
or pussibly unworthy members in it, He 
sees not the church, with its precious nave 
and interests, with ita Divine headship and 
sacred truth, but only some fleshly mem- 
bers in it, What a miserably low and in- 
edequate view he has of the matter! how 
slight a thread holds him to the Divine or- 
ganization of Christ's church! how little 
bound by principle! Christ loved the 
church and gave Himeell for it. A Peter 
might deny Ilim, a Judas betray Him, but 
tle adhered to the church, Huw different 
these selfish members! 0, if He had done 
as some of our selfish delinquents do, where 
bad been the cause of redemption to-day ? 
Blessed are they who join the church and 
adhere to it, whatever a few individuals 
may do to them ; who declare that no mere 
offending individual shnll ever separate them | 
from the privileges or the service of the 
church. The church is more to me than 

I am in it for Christ's 
sake. I will not offend the whole body be- 

| couse somebody has annoyed me. That 

settle the pastor, or break things generally, 
His forlorn hope is that by change or revo- 
lution he will come out atthe top. He 
belongs to tlie ** rule or ruin” class. The 
peace and even perpetuity of a charch are 
nothing to him if his ambition is not grati- 
fied. But perhaps he leaves the church of 
his choice altogether, thinking so to reward 

Is that man a member of the church of 

fishness that has the predominance in him? 
The church of Christ has been afflicted with 
such (some of whom, howcver, have the 
faculty of concealing their pride more than 
others) from the time of the apostles to 
the present, And it is no doubt one proof 
of its Divineness- that it still lives as 
mightily as it does, in spite of such traitors 
to its dearest claims. Let us rejoice that a 
Luciler cannot shake heaven, por a Judas 

the church. 
If any one needs to be held to his church 
by principle it is the Baptist. For no one 
will have more to try him than he. It is 
generally supposed that a Baptist church 
member is such because he cannot conkcien 
tiously be otherwise. Not long since we 
heard a mort excellent minister say he 
would belong to some other denomination if 
he could. But his Bible convictions held 
him to the Baptists, and with them he must 
stay and work though it was often a cross 
Knowing the strength of conviction which 
a genuine Baptist must have, we are the 
more surprised and pained when we hear 
one who bears the name saying, *‘1 am 
done with the Baptists, They have used 
me badly. Some of them are 50 mean, and 
so parrow, and so unreasonable. Let them 

along more comfortably and decently." — 
What a commentary is this upon the depth 
of that man's principles ! He can re- 
nounce them with a snap of his finger, be- 
cause Baptists have not used him right, 

‘Chriet, but facts will not allow us to modi- | 

it for its unappreciativeness and partiality. 

Christ from principle? Is it grace or ee]- 

go. Tam off for a people where T ean get 

and so ean go and enroll himself in a pedo- 
baptist church, ceasing to support the dear 

doctrine of believer's immersion, and prac- 
tienlly endorsing the undivine ceremony 
of infant baptism. [1 w lightly that inan’s 
principles must sit on him! Has he not 
got fearfully under the sway of selfishness ? 

Something evidently is dearer to that man 
than a Gospel principle. 

others should be led to say or do agninst us, 
in their unwisdom or unkindness, our home 

is in a Baptist church. Nothing can sepa. 
rate us from the Baptist cause. Baptist 
principles are more to us than ease or pri- 

vate resentments. A Baptist church is to us 
nhove all individuals, or trials, or offences. 

Baptist principle is a part of us, and we 
could no more surrender it than we could 
the heart itself. Were we ina place where 
there was no Baptist church, but a pedo- 
baptist one, we would work with the latter 
in things agreed, But wherever there is a 
Baptist church we must co-operate with it, 
It may be the meanest in the place ; it may 

be filled with the poorest pe ple ; it may be 
made up of Afticans, Chinwinen, or Cauca- 
sians ; there may be narfow, persecutingor 
exclusive people in it, but so long as it is a 
Biptist church in truth, we have an inter- 
est in it, and must adhers to it unless ab- 
solutely driven away, and even then our 
name iv Baptist still, for principle's sake 
and for Christ's sake. 

— "nn a 

BAPTISTS AND BAPTIST PRIN. 
CIPLES. 

A scriptural view of bel evers bap. 
tism lies at the basis of an enlightened 
negative response of the heart to all 

y | human authority in matters of religion 
and an affirmative response to the 
authority of Jesus. Still, Baptists, the 
majority of them, are grieviously at 
odds with themselves, not upon the 
subject of baptism but upon their duties: 

There are our prudent Baptists, who 

most cauticusly deliberate respecting 
the most suitable means of spreading 
their principles, and the most practical 
modes in which their principles will 
display themselves : they - prudently 
wait till the opportunity of spreading 
their principles in a given locality is 
past. “A wise man,” says Lord 
Bacon, * will not make more oppor. 
tunities than he finds.” The section of 
our very prudent Baptists includes 
pastors whose eloquence actrnets rich 
Paedobaptists to th ir chapels, fa-hion- 
wen who prefer the good opinion of 
their literary friends to their distinctive 
principles, and well-to-live deacons, 
who, though in judgment they admire 
their princirles, wince under them 
when they impose an obligation to tuke 
a few sovereigns out of their purse. 
[nverting the scriptural order, they are 
first peaceable, then pure. They 
believe that Baptist principles are 
destined to trinmph, but they decline 
a share in the honour of spreading 
them. Peace is observed with more 
scrupulosity towards Padobapti-ts than 
towards zealous Baptists. The pru. 
dent Baptist allows truth to be dis- 
paraged, and shuns ** the ruthless sneer 
that insult adds 10 grief.” 

There are New Testament Baptists, 
These have renounced the world, and 
call no body of men master. They 
believe themselves to be captives re- 
‘deemed by the blood of Christ. To 
know and to do the will of their Hea. 
venly Muster is their loftiest aim, 
They acknowledge that they have no 
right to enquire how they shall speud 
their time, their property, their labour, 
their influence ; far they are not their 
own. On the subject of baptism, as 
on the subject of the supper, without 
slowing any disrespect to the Old 
Testament, or at all over-looking the 
importatice of its connection with the 
New, they demur to its evidence on 
this point, on the ground that it is 
superceded by fresh instructions, 
That iufints were a part of the Jewish 
nation is »0 clear as to be a trivism; 
but they lay it down as a maxim from 
which they refuse to ‘depart, that as 
Moses is the proper authority in mate 
ters connected with the Mosaic system, 
$0 Christ and his. aposiles are the 
proper authority in matters connected 
with Christiau ordinances, New Testa- 
ment Baptists are the enlightened 
agents of ua Superior Will, They re- 
gard thems lves as servants ; and the 
consequences of their actions are com. 
prebended not by them but by their 
Muster. Still doing the Master's will 
in_everything—even in regard to the 
subjects and mode of baptism, they 
have clear views of the special position 
and bearings of their actions. * If any 
man will 
the doctrine, whether it be of God.” 
Tue connection establi-hed between 

~ For ourselves we can say that whatever 

o His will, he shall know: 

SD a. —— 

purity of will and a sound organ of 
spiritual knowledge is an unalierable 
connection. A heart prostrate before 
the Will that rules the universe” is 
made ready for the teaching of the 
New Testament in regard to bap'i-m ; 
and the knowledge of the nature and 
design of this ordinance, that passes 
through the heart, discovers its relative 

importance. Adopting Baptist views, 
therefore, is no trivial act. It is a 
lofty, generous, magnanimous, pious 
act. It is the mind reverently bowing, 
in the presence of opposing authority, 
before the throne of the Yupreme, and 
paying its homage there. It is saying 
“Jesus, my Lord, I esteem all thy 
precepts, concerning ali things to be 
right.” New Testament Baptists have 
pondered the mizhty significance of this 
profession. Having calmly, prayer- 
fully, and humbly examined the sub- 
ject, they are grave, but bold and 
resolute men. Civil power, ecclesias- 
tical authority, worldly wisdom, res- 
pect, custom, honour, must yield to the 
claims of truth, Their profession of 
attachment to truth is not a Sunday 
atiire to be laid aside on Monday, but a 
part of themselves. They are betroth.- 
ed to Truth. They are hers by their 
own act. They said by stepping into 
the baptismal font before God, angels, 
the church, and the world, to Truth 
wlone our-allegiance is due. = We be- 
lieve that Jesus attaches importance to 
tis own ordinance and puts honcr on 
it. We cannot despise a symbol which 
is valued in heaven. When Jesus was 
immersed in Jordan His Faller pro- 
claimed Him blessed. Our loyalty to 
our Master distinctly recognises His 
right to our allegiance. 

Let zealous Baptists unfold to the 
hesitating to * Baptists in principle,” 

the glory of a zealous Baptist's po- Ere 
sition and the exalted character of 
his duties. Let zealous Baptists tell 
temporizers that real * leaven” is sure 
to excite fermentation; bear witness 
even when men ** forbear ;"” be active 
though activity should expose to re- 
proach ; never ground their arms and 
stand at ease ; never wink at popular 
delusion. Let zealous Baptists pro. 
claim their principles at all hazards 
wield truth with a vigorous arm; be 
calumny proof ; set their faces towards 
their one grand object as a flint, and 
steadily pursue it. 

An Intelligent Baptist does homage 

its end. He avoids every appearance 
of practical equivocation. 
why he ean look the world so boldly in 
the. face is—he walks erect, following 
not the curved line of beauty, but the 
straight line of duty. His is genuine 
self-respect, and it shows itself in 
deeds. It works for the Master, and 
calmly plans important enterprise in 
the face of difficulties. If our Baptist 
principles ae from heaven, and uot 
of men, doubt of their ®Itimate success, 
is unreason. The exhibition of them 
18, whatever inconvenience it may 
bring to us, our bounden duty. The 
energy of an immortal principle is great. 
Neglect cannot starve it into helpless- 
nes, = lis final triumph is as secure as 
the throne of Omuipotence. It can, 
must, establish’ for itself an undisputed 
dominion, 

{als-consistent Baptists are alive to 
their own case, but dead to the final 
triumph of their principles. Their 
hearts are neither truthful nor trust- 
ful. The sound of opposition pales 
their faces with fear, and exanimates 
them with despair. They look with 
complacency at their apathy through 
the stained glass of the apopthegm— 
* The golden mean.” They are Bap. 
tists, but they can hear a good sermon 
from a Pedobaptist minister and leave 
their own pastor, They do not nur- 
ture a sconse of duty into that delicacy 
which rates every deviation from duty. 
They are not uveasy, though the 
sprinkling of a baby is not accomo-- 
dated to their preceptions of right. 
They abhor extremes. ** Being not 
righteous over much,” they have come 
to believe that the readiest way to do 
good is to sit still, 

- Baptists must wake sacrifices for 
truth. Do they admire the Moravian 
Baptist and the Baptists of Holland 
who obeyed what they believed to be 
the commands of Christ ? Then thsir 
maxim should be, “ We ought to obey 
God rather than man.” Let us have 
modern as well as ancient, specimens 
of fidelity to principle. Worldly yres- 
pects, reputation, life itself, are not so 
valuable as our principles. Faith and 

| duty are united as root and fruit. 
R'ght th'nking inspires warm affections 
and these affection evolve themselves in 
action. Where there is a liviog image 
of Jesus in the conscience, there is no 
conformity to the commandments of 
men. A conscientious Baptis' will do 

to truth for the sake of its Author and 

The reason 
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