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are ** children of the kingdom”? Who is 

~ appeared otherwise precisely like wheat 

BAR THE WORDS OF JESUS, : 

. spoke the parable given in our lesson? To 

-and the kernels are swelling into shape, 

— mon slept i" not to Imply negligence on | 
their part, for who pretends to guard his 
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Sunpay, May 7a, 1871. 

Tue Tares,— Matt. xiii, 24-30, 
Cr——— 4 

Gotporx Texr.—¢ Gather the wheat into 

my barn "—V. 30. 

SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS, — Matt, xiii. 30= 

43 : iv, 1-11 ; John viii. 31-59; Eph, vi, 

QUESTIONS, — What is a parable? Who 

whom did be speak ? Verses 34-30. In 
which ve. of this chapter does he explain 
this parable ? 
What is meant in ve, 24, by ** the king- 

dom of heaven® ? In what does it differ 
from ** the kingdom of God,” in Matthew 
vi, 33 ; John iii. 8 ? To what does Jesus 
in our lesson liken this kingdom ? Tell, in 
pour own words, the narrative Jesus gives 
in ve. 24-30. What are ** tares '? Give 
your opinion of the enemy, the servants, 
and the owner. 
Who in the kingdom of heaven is meant 

by the ** mun who sowed good seed "? vs, 
24, 37. W ho is weant by She title, * Son 
of man '? John iH, 14. What is *- the 
good seed * which be sows? vs. 38. Who 

meant by ** the enemy”? vs, 39, low 
does pd o bis work ? vs, 25. What does 
this show us about him? Who are meant 
by ‘“tares "? va. 38, Are you a child of 
the kingdom, or of the wick(d one ? 
Where is all this sowing done? ve. 24, 

38. What doer this teach us? When does 
the difference between wheat and tares ap- 
pear? vs. 20. How did the servants ro- 

pose to get rid of the tares? v, 28, Who 
are these servants? ve, 27, 30, 39, Why 
were they not permitted to gather thew 
up? v. What was to be done in the har 
vest? v, 30. What is meant by this bar. 
vest? v. 3Y What shall then be done 
with the tures? vs. 40-42. What shall 
then occur with the righteous? v, 43. 
What shall then be done with you? 

SUMMARY In this life, good men ard 
evil men stand side by side. At the julg. 
ment vr 4 will be forever and fowrfully 
peparate 

4 
23. | 

2. Of bad seed, 5 

AxaLysis.~l1. The §S wings v. 24, 
1. Of good seed. v. 24. 
v. 20. 

IL. The Discovery. v. 20, 
111. v. 27-30. 1..Nega- 

tive. v. 2. Pusitive, v. 30, 
Exrosirion.—No other . Evangelist re. 

eords this parable, 
A Parable is u discourse, be it long or 

short, that Leside some truth, shows some 

familiar thing which helps us to under- 
stand the truth, It describes something 
that we casily understund, so that we may 
learn another thing which is not so easy. 
Our lesson states the plainer case. 

The Explanation,— Contained in v. 30- 
43 , was given privately to the disciples in 
the house where Jesus lodged, v. 30. 
Kingdom of Heaven, That government, 

founded by God, centered in heaven, ruled 
by Christ, vccepted by saints, and which 
shall eventually rule over all. It was 
foretold in Pealwms ii; cx; Dan, ii, 44; 

viii. 14, 27, ; 
Is likened unto.~—Not the man merely, 

but the man and the circumstances 
narrated, 

Lares. ~The plant we call tares is not 
such as the parmble nssumes that sown to 
have been, The Darnel of Palestine does, 
however, nieet the requirements ol the 

case. Loncerning it Dr, Hackett says; 
Except that the stock was not so high, it 

The Decision. 
27 -29. 

Just us the ears begin to show themselves, 

I collected some specimens of this 
deceitiul weed, and have found, on show- 

thew to friends, that they Luve mis. 
ken them quite invariably for some 
epecies of grain, such as wheat or barley." 
“It is a strong soporifie poison, und must 

be carefully winnowed nd picked out of 
the wheat, grain by grain, before grinding 
or the flour is not healthy," — Thompson, 

Son of Man.—He whom the owner in 
verse 24, represents, This name Jesus 
loved to give himself. Iv expresses Lis 
true humanity and oneness with our race. 
Pea, 8.3-5; Heb, il. 0.9. lle is the Son 

of Man, by virtue of his yre-eminence, 

The good seed.~ Called also ** wheat,” 
the best class of grain. It refers to + the 
children of the Kingdom,” verse 88, that 

is, the subjects of the kingdom of heaven 
Toese are Christinns, children of God, ete,, 
John iii, 3-5. 

The enemy. ~A most walicious act, 
surely. Fields were often very remote 
frome the habitations of their owners, and 
such a deed ue this could exmly be per. 
peated. Lhe damage was done 

hese must exist, 

‘* while | 

fields i oo a the momy " 

-— Vo WT 0 

| most auspicious moment the “deed was 

done, Note, too, that. he then ** went 

Lis way,” v. 25, thus adroitly taking him- 

self from observation, that the work of 
evil might be unsuspected, 
~—Just-us really -is- the—devil a. personas - 

was the enemy, and just as truly is he the 
bitter antagonist of Jesus, as was the man 

who sowed tares an antagonist of him 
whom he wronged, and the devil times his | 
assaults as wisely, and he conceals himself, 
and escapes observation, leaving his deadly 
work to goon. For the souls and. bodies 
of each pupil this enemy works, Expose 
his methods; display his wiles, that he 

may be known and shuuned.. Matt. iv. 

11; 2 Cor. ii. 11; Eph. iv. 11; Jawes 
iv. 7. 
The plant is #ike true grain and =o 

affords an apt image of fullen humun na- 
ture. 

** The children of the wicked one,” do 
not transform the good into the bad, but 
they do sap strength, impede, afflict, 
annoy, ~ See John viii, 44 ; Acte xiii, 10; 
1 John ii. 8. This antagonism was fore. 
told in Eden, Gen. iii. 15. Some children 
of Sutan are not found near the people of 
God, but shun their society, and avoid all 
contact with them. Others, however, are 

side by side with the good seed ; they even 

look about as well in some stages of 

growth, and “yet they are infinitely re- 
moved in character and in prospect, Satan 
loves to scatter those who spread “death 

among thore who spread life, and the 
more the evil resembles the good the better 
he is pleased, 2 Cor, xi, 13-15. 

The field is the world.—All mankind, 
as in the great commission. Matt. xvi. 
15. Here, Satan works and ever has 

worked, and Jesus means to teach his dis. 

ciples how they wust deal with the evil 
ones in the world, Civil punishment of 
evil doers, and church discipline for. un. 

worthy wewmbers, are not. abrogated here, 
Rom. xiii, 4; 1 Cor, 

v. 11-13, 
The discovery.—The presence of tarcs is 

discovered hy and-by, when the evil germs 
have time to shoot. The law expressed in 
Matt, vii. 16-20; Gal. vi. 7, 8, cannot fail, 

The proposal, —V, 28-states it, This is 
a very natural feeling on the part of any 
holy being, See Psalm vii, 
7; Luke ix. 54. 

The servants.—Not ** the children of 
the kingdom," ‘who are *¢ the good seed,” 

and who do not play a double part in the 
parable. Not the officers and pastors of 
churches, for these are included in * the 

good seed,” and are subject to all its vicis- 
situdes, even as the humblest believer is. 

“The servants ’ are those subsequently 
doing the work of ** the reaper,” v. 30, 
They are the farm hands, doing all sorts 

of work in season. Ploughmen at one 
time, sowers at another, and 1eapers in ‘the 
harvest, They therefore are angels. v. 

39: Matt, iv, 11; 25; 13; lleb. i. 14, 

illustrate their werk 
The refusal. ~** Nay, lest," ete, Christ's 

kingdom, ds 80 adjusted that the child of 
God is really nided by untoward surround- 
ings, Jus. i. 12; 1 Pet, i. 7; Leb, xi. 
11, Uprooting evil would al uproot 
good, 

The Harvest.—At this season, separa. 

tion was certain and easy, For that time 
God can afford to wait, and hence men and 

angels also may well wait, Press the con- 
cluding practical question, and read Jesus’ 
closing address in verse 43, 

Abridged from the Baptist Teacher, 
Recite,—Seripture Catechism, 201,202, 

——— 

11; Job xxi, 

SCRIPTURE BIGGTAPUHY. 
—— 

ANSWER T0 No, 1. 4 

Jehoshaphat was Tuk GREAT KING, the 
principal events of whose lile were described 
Inst week. Lieve are the passages of Scrip- 
ture to which reference was made : 

1. 2 Chron. xx. 31, 82. 
2 Chron, xvii. 7-9, 
2 Chron, xvii, 10-13, 
2 Chron, xviii. 1-22, 28, 
2 Chron, xviii, 20-34 ; xix, 1-3, 
2 Chron, xix 4-11. 

+ 2 Chron, xx. 1-28, 
. 2 Chron, xx. 20, 40, 35-37 ; 1 Kiogs 

xxii, 48, 49, 

No. 1. 

Here are some events in the life of 

A GOOD MAN, 

1. He is first named as doing a very 
generous action in order to sssist the 
needy. 

2. Several years alter he showed his 
charity and insight by his hearty welcome 
of one from whom the other Christians 
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wae destined to share with him yesrs of 
trials and triumphs. 

THE CHRISTIAN MESSEN GER. 
ar + ord Ce —— — 

WN Ww hen — cation had widely sown 
the seeds he sought to destroy, this good 
man was sent to a rich city to strengthen 

the young converts. [lere God blessed his 

Inbours so largely, that he — an apos- 

tle's-aid-in this fruitiul field, 
.. 4. These two, ere long, were despatehed 

with their people's alms to n distant’ city 

in distress. 

5, On their return they were solemnly 
“ordained by God's command to special mis- 
sion. work, They visited muny distant 
places, preaching, working miracles, and 

often returning after an interval to strength- 

en new converts, and establish the infant 

churches. They were compelled to fly for 
their lives from onc city ; in another, their 

leader was wellnigh martyred ; and from 
one district they were fiercely driven. But 
no deadly hatred could quench their faith 

and love, and even to these spots they 
carried again the gospel of ‘peace. Re- 
stored to their first flock, they gnve account 
of their mission. 

0. Once, when a grave question threaten- 

ed to divide the people, these two brethren 
were sent to get the advice of the mother 

church, which was so wircly given that 
pence was re-estublished, 

7. We lust see this servant of God de- 

parting on a second mission to his native 

island, when his choice of a ccmpanion 
teraporarily estranged him from an old 

friend. 
8. It is aleo recorded that he was once 

carried away with the dissimulation of 
others, But we cannot judge in what de- 
gree he was blaweworthy on these ocean: 
sions, 
Who was he ? and what parts of Serip- 

ture record his acts ? 
4 -_———- 

FLOWERS, SPRING 

The dear children delight in the return 

of spring, ns much as the birds and the 
skipping lambs, Two little girls und their 
young brother started one day to search 
for the earliest spring” flowers, 

The firet to discover the emrlicst flowers 

wasdittle Annie; With a ery of joy she | 
sprang forward, and stooping down’ se- 
cured her prize, a dainty ** epring beauty,” 
with delicately veined petals and slender 
stem. Soon trey came toa little knoll, 
all studded over with the delicate blood- 
root, and blue violets, Various others of 

pretty names and colors they secured, and 

with these trensures, returned home quite 
well satisfied with their carly ramble in 
the woods, 

On their way they sung the cheering 
little song, which, if you do not know, | 
hope you will learn very. soon : * Flowers, 
wild wood flowers, in a sheltered dell they 
grew.” Showing their fragrant treasures 
to their mother, she bade them remember 

who it is that sends the flowers and the 
birds, and let their hearts go forth in praise 
and thanksgiving to Tlim, They will not 
soon forget the pleasant search for spring's 
first, sweetest flowers, 

« -e- 

KEEP AWAY FROM THE 
WHEELS. 

Little Charlee Williams lived near a 
manufactory, and he was very fond of 
going among the workmen and the young 
people that were at work there, The 
foreman would say to him, ** Keep away 
from the wheels, Charlie," 

Charlie did not mind, and would some- 
times say, ** I can take care of myself." 
Often he went so near that the wind of the 
wheels would almost suck him in: and 
two or three times he grew so dizzy that 
he scarcely knew which way to go. 

At length, one day he staggered while 
amid the wheels, and fell the wrong way ; 
and the band caught his little coat, and 
drew him in, and he was dreadfully nang 
led. 

So-it is, boys, when you go in the way 
of temptation, You may think you ean 
take care of yourselves, and keep clear of 
the wheels ; but, oh | you may find your. 
selves dreadfully mistaken. Before you 
are aware of it, the band may catch yon, 

Keep away from the wheels! and daily 
pray, ** Lead us not into temptation, but. 
deliver us from evil,” 

Cedi ea ———— 

“I WON'T BE A PREACHER 

*) 

BY MRS. MALLARY, 

“ Do you think futher and Uncle George | 
will come to-night, mother ?" 

‘* Yes, Willie, I think hey will. We 
must make them forget the cold ride, by 

the cheerful fire and ui a supper we shall 

+ {und returneth not: thither, 

—— a a M5 Bn 85 M0 AO ET 5 

frosted window: pane upon the snow-covered 
ground and the leaden sky. ** 1 think. it 
is too bad that father has to go out in all 
weathers to preach, while other men can 
sit around their big, nice fires. 

won't be a preacher; no, I won't, There 

[they are,— father, Uncle George, and 
there's Mr. Raines, too, mother,” 

Soon cheerful voices sounded from the 
hall where the gertlowen were shaking 
snow from overconts and hats, 
“ Ah, Bro. Roberts,” said Mr. Raines, 

‘you are blessed with a comfortable 
home." 

*¢ Yes; Bro, Raines, I trust I am thank- 

ful for my -mony blessings,” and Willie 
felt himeell' pressed closer to his father's 
heart, 

** You have had n bitter cold ride,” said 
Mrs. Roberts. ** The evening was so very 
disagreeable, I almost feared you might 
conclude to stop hy the way." 

*“ [did not find it disagreeable, did you, 
Bro. Raines?" 

“ Disagreeable ? no; by no means.” 
“ Did you George?" ssked Mr. Roberts 

of his brother. 

“ On the contrary, 1 believe 1 have 
passed one of the happiest days of my life, 
even though riding through u snow storm,” 
4 The trath is, wife, we have had a 

glorious meeting, and our hearts were so 
warmed up by the love of the Saviour, 
that we cared hut little for the cold. We 
first talked over the various uses of snow, 

until our hearts glowed in thavkfulness to 

God for providing us warm a covering for 
the tender germs, to protect them from 

the nipping frost. Then we considered 

the several blessings of grace as signified 
by the figure of snow in the Seriptures. 
There is the pardon of sin, ** Wash me, 
and [ shall be whiter than snow": then 
the justilying righteousnces of Christ, 
‘“ Though your sins be as eearlet, they 
shall be as white as snow "; und then the. 
cllicacy of the word of God, * For as the 
rain cometh down, and snow, from heaven, 

but watereth 

the enrth, und maketh it bring forth and 
bud, that it may give seed to the sower 
and bread to the eater ; so shall my word 
be that goeth forth out of my mouth,” ete, 
Is not this the analysis of our couversa- 
tion, Bro. Raines ? *' “ 

““ Yes, I believe it is. As we rode along, 
my heart overflowed with love and grati- 
tude to God that he had conferred 8) great 
an honor upon me, as to call me to preach 

his gospel. Brethren, ours is a glorious 
calling.” 

“ It is indeed,” both exclaimed, enthusi- 

astically. Mrs, Roberts looked at Willie 
Just in time to ree two big tears roll down 
bis cheeks. 

: ve Cee 

A SCHOOL OF CEINESE BOYS, 

We began the school with four boys, Ah 
Loouns, Al Lau, Tom Ling, #nd Ah Luy— 

wll boys, though cighteen vr twendy yvars 

old, They ure ull called ** boys.” There 
| are fifty names on our list ; perhaps hall 

the number are present. People call them 
all * John,” or ** John Chinaman,” which 
they don’ like; why not another Mellican 

name, ** Charley,” or * Sam”? Their 
real names ure Yop, Tae, Tin, Tum, Bab, 

In speaking of one unuther, they say, Al 
Ling; *“Abh" weaning ** Mr.” in our 
tongue. 

It is better to have one teacher to two, 

or at most three scholars, and the children 

come in and help us, A pretty sight is it 
to see the little boys nod ghls trying to 
teach these heathen what they themselves 
are learning. It is sometimes hurd to know 
when they really understand us, for their 
‘yesece” often weans no” When 

they say, * Yes-ce, mo sarcz,” they seem 

to know ; ** Me no saves,” when they do 

not, : 

At first they looked all alike, with their 
flat noses, dark skin, sbaved heads, and 
long queues ; hut we seo after n while who 
is who, They nre very doviley vory res 
spectiul, and very protelul, 

After reading und speaking, wo teach 
them the words of the Lord's Pmyer, and 

then we rise and recite it together. Their 
manner in very reverent,” Bowe stend 
with bowed Leads and devout Jooks, 1 do 

not know why, foi I think they ean have 
listlo idea what it ix, We thn sing few 
verses ol Bishop Ken's Evening Hyun, in 
which some of them try tw join, The 

A few evenings ngo 1 found one of them 
writing it un his slate, When he had 
written, ** Under Thine own almighty 
wings,” he asked in a very soft voice, 

“ It's a dreadful i said Willie, 
with « shiver, as he gazed through the 

Please tell me,” “1 told him as well asl 
could, by describing a bird on ite nest od 

L 

I think a 
| preacher's life the very hardest of all. 1 

‘meant, 

| arms across. his breast: * one him very 

Jack cf go-operation, 

Hong-Kong boys are learning is hy rote, | 

‘“ What means 1t? Me no understand, | formed, is, because every wan would have 

a ro 

a hen covering her chickens under her 
wings, ** Yes.cc, yes-ce,’ he said with o 
smile. 
A few days after, I asked him what it 

“1 know,” he said, folding his 

close ; take very good care,’ 
This school is in Portland, Oregon. 

‘“ And our effort is but a drop, as it were, 
in the veean,'’ says the teacher, 

Wherever the Chinese are, Christian 

schools should be immedintely opened, to ; 
which they will come, sod gladly come. 
— Child's Paper. T 
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THE OLD BELL. 

4 What ails our bell ? It eounds dull and 
harsh, It has no ring. As my brother 
suid when he was here the other day, * It 
stops when it gets through, What ails 
hy 

** That's a good bell ” 
* Perhaps it is, but surely something is 

wrong with it now. Let's go up and see 
what's the matter,” 

So we climbed up among the dusty tim- 
bers, till we stood beside the friend we hand 

como to interview, We found, to be sure, 

a good bell, of faireize and good wetal, 
ahd perfectly sound. Not a Baw or crack 
in it, 
But we discovered what ailed it, Tt had 

sounded out its call when the rope wae 
pulled] but had not been cared for or kept 
in order, 

In the first placed the spring was broken, 
()f.course the clapper, striking end resting 
on the side of the bell could produce only 
a dull and heavy sound. 
The fastening of the bell in. the yoke 

had worked loose, 80 that it would sway in 
n crazy fashion when rung, Then we 
knew why the ringing of the hell had 
shaken the house so much of late, 

Furthermore, the loosening of the bell 
had displaced it yo much tlt its edge, on 
one side, rested divectly upon the wood 
of the wheel, Is it any wonder that its 
tone was unmurieal, and stopped very 
short? What did we do? 

Why, we summoned our most ingenious 
blacksmith ut once. lle sion put ina 
new spring, keyed every thing up tight 
and snug, and oiled the bearings thorough. 
ly. Now the old bell swings easily, and 
sends out a clear, musical, singing tone, 

It is heard much further than  hefore, and 
people ask if we have heen getting a new 
bell. 

While examining things up in the bel 
fry, I mused a little, und since our cld. 
bell sounds like new again, [ have mused 
a little more, Is there not something else 
about the church besides the bell that gets 
to sounding dull and unmusieal? 
-People ask sometimes, ** What ails your 

minister? He don't preach as weil as he 
used to. He is heavy and unattractive. 
He has no lile about him.” 

Suppose you go into the pulpit or the 
study and wake an examivation 7° It may 
be that the spring is broken hy cares and 
wants from which you in your * call” 
have enguged to keep him free, It may 
bo that he bus worn loose in Lis fastenings 
by wo long continued Linrd work, It may 
be that wuwic is killed in him by contact 
with the wood of your indifference and 

lt wny be that be 
creaks nnd grouns for the went of a little 
lubrieation by words of appreciation and 
sympathy, 

Now ‘there's good metal in him yet. 
Put him in order by a little rest, Show 
him ‘kindness and sympathy. Do your 
own duty. Co-opernte with him heartily 
in Cliristinn work, 
well satisfied as it you bad thrown him 
away, and sent off your order to Union, 
or Allegheny, or Lave ** Foundry” for o 

BuCCessuY, 
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ConsiDERABLE 70 pO.~~A wissionary of 
the Sunduy School Union, in Michigan, 
found a Babbiwth Bclivol  superintended by 
a woman, who is the mother of six sons 

ond six deughiers, all but one living at 
home, Bhe suid she Lad covsiderable to 
do, but would saperintend the schol if ne 
one ¢lse would. Js is a flourishing sghoul, 
This mother of twelve children wan the 
on'y professor of religion in the neighhor- 

hood who could be induced to puperintend 
it. 

—-— + - «veg mn 

Nature jd written a. letter of oredly 

upon some men's freea,-wliich is honored 
almost wheigver presented, 

One reason why the world is not re- 
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