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THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER.

~ Houths’ Department.

Lessons for 1871.

THE won;s‘- OF JESUS.

Sospay, Marcn 19ta, 1871.
The Golden Rule,—Matt. vii. 1-12.

Govbkx Text.—* Whatsoever ye would
that wen should do to you, do ye even so
to them.”—v, 12.

ScrIPTURE SkLECTIONS. —Matt, v. 38-48;
xviii. 21-35; 1 Cor. xii,

Which verse of our les on contains the

Men rule? Repeat the verse. What

oes Jesus mean by ** the law and pro-
phets’ 7 What by saying ** llm utho law
aod the prophets’ 7

Does this golden rule ask too much of
us? What ie meant by the word ** there-
fore ”? Why is it used in v. 12? From
which verses does it‘draw this golden rule?

What is mecant by v.1? Does the

olden rule agrce with this direction?

ame some sorts of conduct which they
forbid. Wh+t 18 meant by v.3? Dues
this agree with the rule? Name some
acts which they condemn.

Who are meant by “dogs” and
“ gwine,” in v. 67 “'What persons now
deserve these nnmes? What is meant by
*¢ that which “is boly *’? v. 6" What by
“your pearls”? v. 6. Wnat command
about these does Jesus give in v. 6?7 What
does this mean? What 'reason . for this
does Jesus give? v. 6. Is this according
to the golden rule.

What is taught us in v. 7,87 Why does
Jesus speak of this? What is taught in
v.9-11? Why did Jesusadd this illustra-
tion? How should it affect us?  Will you
adopt the go'den ruie? :

‘SuMuary. —The golden rule requires
boneu judgment on ourselves, kindness to
n(F‘tbtt wisdom which God alone

cnn gnve, and which we may have by

. uku:g

Axavysis.—l. Speaal: rula of conduct.
—1. For judging others. v. 1,2. 2. For
judging ourselves. v. 3-5. 3. For dispens-
ing benefits. v. 6. 4. For obtainiog ‘help
of God. v. 7-11.

Il. The Golden Rule of conduct.—1.
Enunciated ; v. 12, ** Therefore . . . to
them.” 2. Confirmed; v. 12, ¢ For this.
ia,” ete.

ExpositioN.— The law and the prophets,
—A common title for the whole of the Old
Testament.

This is the law, etc. —That is, this golden
ruleis the law ete. See Matt. xxii. 36-40 ;
Rom, xiii. 8-10; Gal. v. 14. His hearers
professed great reverence for the law and
the prophets, therclore he refers to it.

Verse 1.—Not that the faculty of judg-
ing is to be laid aside. ¢‘ Judge not rash-
ly, censoriously, unjustly, the conduct of
others.”—G. W, Clark. The penalty is
clearly stated in v. 1, 2; and confirmed in

att. vi. 14, 15; xviii. 32-35; Luke vi,

; Rom. xiv. 10-13."

** More,” here means a very small splin.
ter of wood, while ‘* beam,” is a joist, or
immense stick. This verse ‘with v, 4, 0,
rebuke the prevalent blindness of men to
their own faults, and their quickness to
discover, to point out, and to proffer help
for the faults of others.

Dogs ; swine,—Among the Jews were
unclean beasts and hence were held in
utter contempt. * Dogs, denotes else-
where in the New Testament.mot the com-

mon state of nature, but obduracy and | day, eatching rides on sleighs, and it was

positive and fierce hatred of the Goepel
Phil, iii. 2 ; 2 Peter 1i. 22 ; 'Rev. xxii. 15.
In like manner swine is an image not of
natural carnality, but of that gross and
obstinate sluggishnees, which can make no
use of what is ‘holy but to defile it: com.
pare 2 Peter ii. 22 with Pealm lxxx. 13.”

Hoty ; pearls.—Denote those pure and
precious doctrines, experiences, and prom-
lees which belong to the children of Gud
or to those prepared by the Holy Spirit for
their reception. To such these things are
boly and desirable. Matt. xiii. 45, 46;
but others no more appreciate them than
doge do holy things, or swine do "pearls.

Give not, etc.—To kindliness there are
limits, which are here fixed. See Prov.
bx. 7; xxiil. 9; Matt. xxii. 5, 6; Acts
xhii. 45,46 ; Fom.xiv, 16, But are these
dog-like, or swinish men to be uncared for
entircly? Rebuke, warning, eétc., are ap-
propriate for them, not pearls,
Recite,—Seriptare Catechism, 187, 188,
——————————

A quez witi.—A will filed in the San
Fraacisco Probate Court reads ; ,
*8an Franciseo, Jan. 20, 1871,—All
nlny in my name,
_ leave tv my wife,
Iuy Am x llh'bo l; two
daught s, ﬂ-b

-» hhm

The two daughters anxiously inquire

-
.

“whether ﬁ'mpm l'""

sharers in it.

ANSWER TO BCRIPTURE ENIGMA.

No. Lx1.
FEAR NOT.

The words ¢¢ Fear not” to Abram came,
Hagar, and Jacob too ;

Joshua and Gideon feit their power ;
Daniel their solace knew.

Good Zncharias heard these words:
The shepherds’ hearts they cheered ;

And Pever, Jairur, Paul,and John,
Were strengthened when they feared.

If we are of the Saviour’s fluck,
We, too, have nought to dread :

A kingdom is the Father's gilt,
And Christ our risen Head.

Luke xii. 32. th 98 23:9.98.
Gepesis xv. 1-6 ; xxi. 15-19; xlvi. 1-4.
Joshun vii. 24—..&. viii. 1, 2. Judges vi.
14, 23. Daniel v. 5-2i. Luke i. 11-17;
i, 8-11: v. 4-11: viii. 41, 42, 49-59,
Acts xxvii. 21-25. Rev. 1. 9—20.
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BIBLE BCENES,

_—

No, xvii

Here is a scene, from the Old Tcatunent
of suffering injury under great provocatioo ;
and the absence of a rctaliatory spirit :

Gaze upon this long rocky ridge, almost
overhanging the stately walled city, which
is only divided from it by a decp narrow
ravine. Up the green slopes,’ rich with
groves of olive, myrtle, palw, and fig,a
large company sre winding, their heads
covered and weeping Dbitterly. As they
reach the northern and highest of the four
peaks a woeful man nieets them, confers
briefly with the leader, and then returns
to the city. A little furtbher on.comes one
with gifts, and reverence, and lying lips,
which gain their object. As the bund
d >scends the rough road on the other side,
a wan assails the leader with bittcrest taunt
and insult; stoning and cursing. The in-
dignant soldiers would slay the miscreant ;
but the victim, whose heart is wrung by a
sharper pang, stays their zeal, and passcs
on in silence,

Who is the man of woeful countenance,
and who is he that assails the afflicted
man ?

— -

TAKING THINGS WITHOUT
ASKING.

Boys seldom like to hear much about
prayer. I never did when I was a boy.
[ Lad an idea that it was not manly to pray
much, acd so 1 said my prayers when I
was obliged to, and never uttered a real
prayer till I was driven to it by a eense
that it was certainly very unmanly not to
pray. Boys havea great idea of being
manly, and I honor them for it ; but they
often make sad mistakes in the way which
they take of showing manliness. But one
thing you will admit is maply and noble,
and that is to ask for what you reccive.
It is wrong to take without askiog, and
very shabby not to say ‘‘ Thank you,”
after recciving gifts ; yet this is just what
a person does who dues. not _pray. [ once
bad that lesson impuucd upon my wind
in rather a peculiar manoer, and I wmust
tell you about it. When | was a boy, 1
was playing out in the street one winter's

great fun. Boye would rather catch rides
any day than go out regularly and proper-
ly take a drive. Asl was catching on
to one. sleigh and another, sometimes
having a nice tim2 and oft-times getting a
cut from a big black whip, | at lnst fasiened
like a barnacle to the side of a country.
man's cotter. An old gentleman sat alone
on the seat, and he looked et me rather

» | benignantly, as I thought, and neither said

anything nor swung his old whip over me ;
80 | ventured to climb up on the side of
bis cutter, Another benignant look from
the countryman, but not & word. Em
boldened by his saopposed goodness, 1
ventured to tumble into the eutter and
take & seat under his warm buffalo-rube,
beside him, and he then spoke., The col-
loquy was ae follows :

“ You: m.doyouhkno ride?”

“Yes,

* No sir."”

*It's a pretty vice cutter, isn't it 7"

“ Yes, sir, it is, and & nice horse drawing
“ »

“Did I ask you to 't in?

‘ No, sir,”

* Did you ask if you might get in?"
 No, sir.”
“ Well, thew, why did you get in?"

good, lﬂ’u;-lthtyo- would h’o
no objection,”

‘* Do you own this cutter, young man?"’

| lastinl, and wovs 0k boilar
“ Well, sir, 11 thought you looked m

“A-lu.m-u.mw-'

thought I was good and kmd you took
advantage of that kindness, and took a
favor without asking for it?”

¢ Yes, sir.”

*¢ [a this ride worth having?”’

¢ Yes, sir.”

‘* Well, now, young man, I want to tell
you two things. You should never take a
mean advantage of the kindnees of others;
and ‘what is worth having is worth at
least asking for. Now as you tumblec
into this sleigh without aeking me, I shall
tumble you into that snowdrilt without
asking you." '

And out 1 went like a shot off a shovel,
and he didn't make much fuss about it
either. I picked myself up in a slightly
hewildered state, but I pever forgot that
leeson.

God is good, and bencvolent,”but he
wishes us to ask for what we want, and to
thank him for what we receive ; and there
ig no true manliness in taking the bést of
heaven's gilts, and making no acknow-
ledgment for them; is there, loys?—
Churchman.

<

¢“ WHERE IS THE LIQUOR™

On a certain occasion, one Paul Denton,
a Methodist preacher in Texas, advertised
a barbecue, with better liquor than is
usually furnished. When the people as-
sembled, a dosperado in the crowd cried
out: ** Mr. Paul Denton, your reverence
bas lied: You promiced not only a good
barbecue, but better liquor. Where's the
liquor ?’

“ There !” answered the missionary, in
tones of thunder, and pointing his long
bony finger at the matchlesy double spring,
gushing up in two strong columns with a
sound like a shout of joy, from the bosom
of the earth. ¢ There!” he repeated, with
a look terrible as lightning, while his
enemy actually trembled at his feet ;
‘¢ there is the liquor which Gud the Eterral
brews for all his children.”

** Not in the simmering still over smoky
fires choked with poisonous gases, and sur-
rounded with stench of sickening odors
and corruption, doth your Father in heaven
prepare the precious essence of life,—pure
cold water, But in the glade and grassy
dell, where the red dcer wanders, and the
child loves to play, there God brews it ;
and down, low down in the decpost val-
leys, where the fountain murmurs anl the
rills sing ; and bigh up on the mountain
tope, where the naked granite glitters like
gold in the sun, where storm clouds brood
and the thunder storms crash ; and out,
on the wild wide sea, where the hurricane
howls music and the big waves roar the
cnorus, sweeping the march of God,—
thcre he brews it, — beverage of life,
health-giviog water. And everywhere it
is a thing of beauty, gleaming in the dew
drop, singing io the summer rain, shining
in the ice gem, till they secmn turced to
living jewels ; spreading a golden veil over
the setting sun, or & white gauze around
the midnight moon ; sporting in the catar-
act ; sleeping in the glacier ; dancing in
the bail shower.; folding its Lright curtains
softly around the wintry world, and wcav-
ing the many-colored iris, that lcraph’- zone
of the air, whose warp is the rain.drops
of the earth, and whose woof ix the sun-
beaws of heaven, all checkered over with
the celestial flowers of the mystic hand of
refraction,—that blessed life-water. No
poison bubbles on its briok ; its foum
brings not madnces and murder ; no blood
stains its liquid glass; pale widows and
starving children weep not burning tears
in its depths! Bpeak out, my friends ;
would you exchamge it for tbc demon’s
drink, aleslol 7"

A shout like the roar of the tomput.
answored : ¢ No !"—J, B. Gough.

DEAN STANLEY AT SURREY
- CHAPEL.

A more than ordinary interest was attach
ed to one of the Rev. Newman Hall’s recent
weekly lectures at Burrey chapel in conse-
quence of the expected presidency of the
Dean of Westminster, who took the chair
ot half past 8 o'clock. The
having boen opened with WWW
said asfow wonds explanatory of the secular
and unsectarian character of the 4
| which was merely held, be said, in promo-
tion of the isnocent and instructive recrea-

in no sense cccles-
rather than a
mm&-ﬁuwu

| Mbm of religion.

tion of the working clamses. These meetings

this was a church, yet
dfﬂn“u

ployed for gnthermg in the people, many of
whom might otherwise be worse employed,

‘to give them innocent and instructive recre-
ation. There were some who might decline
to assist either as chairman or lecturers-be-
causé the building had o religious character,
but they thanked -the Dean not only for
giving up some of his valuable time, but
also that he did not ohject to come, al-
though it was Rowland Hill's chapel. Dean
Stanley then rose and was received with
loud and general cheering. Ile alluded to
the interesting subject of the everiing's le¢-
ture, ¢ Jerusalem and its Neighbourhood,”
placeg which he himsell had visited, and
had written letters home describing what he
saw. There were three features connected
with the Iloly Land which his own visit
there had deeply jmpressed on his mind : the
first was, that while only a small number of
persons were interested in such countries as
Greece and Egypt, all ranks and all classes
were alike intercsted in the land which was
bound up with the history of the religion
which was equally important to all ; the
sccond wase, the homely character of the
scenes associated with our religion, as if to
impress upon us the fact that Christianity
owes its impressivencss to the truths it
teaches, and not to the places where it orig-

inated.” The Dean then dwelt very emphat-
ically on the third idea, which much im-
pressed his mind : the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre, whether occupying or not the
very ground traditionally attributed to it,

had been, nevertheless, in all ages associat-
ed with the greatest facts of Christianity
the erucifixion and the resurrection of our
Lord. Under that onc roof there were
chapels appropriated to the different sec-
tions of the Church. The Roman Catholic,
the Armenian, and the Greek Christians,
though differing in minor. points of doctrine,
as well as in government and ceremonial,
met together round the eame great central
traths, and around the memorials of the one
Lord to whom they all professed reverence.

o —

Lorp LorNe aAND TuE Princess Louisk
DESCENDED FROM A (GLASGOW MERCHANT.—
A great deal has been written of late
about the ancestors of Lord Lorne and the
Princess Louise. We have not, however,
secn any notice taken of one who was not
only a citizen of ‘ilasgow, but a common
ancestor of baoth—viz, : John Stuart, Earl
of Lennox, who died about 370 years ago.
He had his country residcnce at Croestoun
Castle, in Renfrocwshire, and his town
residence in the High Street of Glasgow,
He married Margaret Montgomeri;, a
daughter of Lord Eglinton, and had nine
children. Matthew, the eldest, is now
represented (through lleory Lord Daurnley)
by Her Majesty ; Robert is represented by
Earl Darnley ; William died unmarried ;
John is represcnted by a party in the
humble ranke of life; and Allan by Lord
Blantyre : Elizabeth, the eldest daughter
(married the Earl of Argyle, is represented
by the Duke of Argyle; Marion (married
Lord Chrichton) is represenied by the
Marquis of Bute; Janet (married Lord
Roes) ie represented by ‘the earl of Gilas-
gow ; and Margaret (marriel Colquhoun
of Lues) is represented by Sir James
Colquhoun. It would thus appear that
Lord Lorne and the Priocess Louise are
not only descended from a Glasgow citizen,
but are what parties north of the Tweed
call Highland cousine., If her Majesty
has not yet fixed on a title for Lord Lorne,

we would respectlully suggest ** The Duke
of Bt. Mungo " Glangow Herald,

—— -
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GOOD m:uon A -DUTY.

Can any one define good humor? We
all know what it is. We can feél and
enjoy it, but it is bard to pin the thing
down to any foymal definition.

The good-bumored man is at all cvents
& happy man, a man to be envied, a man
gn whom troubles sit lightly, and &' man
who confers as much bappiness ns he en-
joye. He radiates it as it were, and his
good humer becomes an atmosphere in
which other people’s good homor, latent
or pined half to death, comes out, re.
Vives M w.

Good bumor oan scarcely be called a
woral virtue. It depends perhaps as mnch
on disposition and the perfeet action of the | i
liver as on anything else. A good humored
man must be ipse facto & eupeptic man, a
man that enjoys » good dinver, Now o
quality which upon the aetion of

& man's Ihwu-n.ndy be a Mltuu'l
gl e

A-l yet b

o7 lsftn sunlhtymhw

og aside rare gases of inevitable mis. |
s Is pot: dyspepsia & man'sown

fault generally, the rosult of his glattony,

ua-q-,

his Jaziness, his stupidity, bis carelessncss
or his ignorance? And arc these things
moral virtues ?

Hasa wan any right to make himself
wrotched, to peoplo the world with horrors,
to be a nuisance to himeelf and everybody
around him, because he lacks the sense to
control his appetite or the energy to take
sufficient exercise to keep his liver healthy ?

One of these days we shall cometo the
‘conclusivn that the snarlicg fretful, ill-

tempered or complaining and depressed
victim is not.mercly to be pitied, but de-
gerves to be  punished as he is.. lle may
be very devotional, in his way. lle way

make high pretensions to piety and religious

feeling, but he is none the less a nuisance,
and on the whole, dyspeptic . piety is ae
unhcslthy as any otoer dyepeptw thing.

4 - .o b —

ORIGIN OF THE NORTH-AMERI~
CAN INDIAN.

Whence came the inbhabitants of the
darker regions of the North, now the do-
main of our republic? is an open question,
It has never been answered by a satislying
fact, and probably never will be. Nearly
all investigators have travelled from the
same starting point. Assuming the unity
of the human race to be a fact, according
to popular Biblical interpretation, and
considering the garden of delight spoken
of in Holy Writ as the pld homestead of
the whole human familgg students, revers-
ing the better order of logic, have been
busy with guesses and in a huat for plau-
sible hypotheses for more than three cen-
turies. And often fanciful and foolish
have been these hypotheses. Rejecting as
beterodox tho idea of Lord Kawmes and
others, that the old Americans may have
been an indigenous race of men, and re-
garding the most beaatiful creature of
earth, who first breathed in Eden, as the
mother of us all—Barbarian and Civilized
man—scholars have earnestly sought for
coincidences of language, traditions, cue-

-toms, and crania, for proof that the first

dull-red people of this continent were
tawny immigrants from Aeia.

cited some wystic poetry of the half fibu.
lous bards, or the dark oracular sayings of
the priests and seers and philosuphers of
ancieot days, to show that our continent
was undoubtedly known to the early navi-
gators of the Mediterranean Sca, and was
nammll opled by them or their country-
men, ve gited, in proof. passages
from Huwd and Homer. They have
pointed to the narratives of Hanno, the
Curthageninn explorer of the sens. They
have argued nervously from dinlogues of
Theopompus, snd sentevces from the
stories of Diodorus BSicalus, Plato and
Aristotle. They have strained common
sense to its utmost teosion in the arrange-
ment of fancied evidence that the aborigi-
nes of America were descendents of the
Pheenicizne, or of the Chinese or Japancse
fawily of the Mongolians, or of the

tians, or the Hindoos ; and writers like

Grotiue, Thorowgood, Adair, Boudinot,

and others, have argued, without showing
a single premise o whd fuct, that the
fathe:rs of our barbarian bret:ren were the
men of the ** lost tribes of lsruel,” who
** took counsel to go forth into a further
country where never mankind dwclt M
Harper's Mmzmc.

—— -

WAS 8T. PAUL A BACHELOR Y

It secms to be a pretty general impres-
sion that Paul was a buohelor, and wan

lndies of the present day bave furwed an
(; nion of him which is decidedly unfavor-
le. 1 believe, nnd propose to show, that
Paul was actuslly a married man, and
strong advoeate of ** Woman's Rl hte,"’
‘The Corinthian Chureh had written lo him
for directions upon the subject of matrimony
n & time of great tion, and, urder
the circumstances, he seems to think that
for the time boinﬁ the unmarried had bet-
m 'em‘n 80, Nu.’ C“MC. ‘.‘
other historians s Fuk of Paul as & married
wan, and according to the best historieal
eyidence we can ot. he was at the time of
writing this 8 widower. And thue
he remained true to his dead, nnd admon:
ubod other men who had lost their wim
“‘ A similar course. ~ :n “tt:u
ng w t
there 3"3 m in Awerics who ‘g'
mlnl lut husband to nut
ln u we should like to m
. poldo dvleo 0 wives,” ih
chapter of , seems to be
va olmho to because He m
ishes thewm to
very fond of quuting ¥, If liﬁ“on
text in the Bible with which are ac-
ted, it is that ; butdo you ever hear the
“verse from masculine Listen :

e bimeelf for ic."”
”nk 0! nnlut

N~MQ~

W’b
—don't furget, and

"""""""
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