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THE \VORI)S OF JESUS,
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Tho Two Sons, -—\] att, xx. 3¢ —-3"
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GoLoey Text.—'*Go work ta)dny in my |
vineyard:" vs, 28,

R

\’um TURE SELECTIONS,— Matt. ix. 35~
38: x. 5-24: Rom. v. 13-21.

When did the interview deseribed in our

lekson oceur? ws, 2 Whe eulse tu |
Christ? What w.w he dumb. LHow had he
entered the city? vs, 1-11. "What had he |
done immedintelyafter? vs, 12-17.  What
effect hnd these cvents on ** the prq.lv?"
v, U-11. What on the priests, elders,
ete. 7 With~what design did they visit
Christ? What questions did t‘u.y ask ?
Explain them.

Vhy did Christ answer by a question? |
What does he mean by * the baptism of
John?”’ What had tlmthn; tism to do with |
Christ's uutlmrltv ? What do you think of |
their answer? \Hny did Christ refuse tu'
answer their question alt-r they had replied |
thus to him ? '

|
|

|
|
|
f
l
|
|

Is the parable of the two sonsexplained by |
Christ 7 vs. 31, 32. I8 it given to delend |
himself mcul\, or to rebuke and warn |
‘ the priests and elders 2"’ What was the !
father's demand of the sons? vys, 28, |
Was either son without blame ? State what |
was wrong in each.  Why was the first ap- |
provod rather than the second ? Read 1. ukc
ni. 12-14 ; vii.- 30 ; compare Luke iii. 7,
8. Did the publicans and bharlats receive
Christ more readily than -did the Serihes
and Pharisees? Luke xv. 1. How do you
explum this fact? Do yousze anything flke
this in our own day? hxplmn

Have you ever said tu, Christ ¢ 1 oo "
Have you done more than simply say it?
W hat were some of the causes that lead
one to say it without doing? Has our
lesson any ic.mnb on Sunday-school work?

What?

SuMMaRY.—God requires not pretence,
but service, Hollow Ytoleaawn 18 wmore
hopeless than open rebellion.

Anavysis,.—I. Christ arraigned. vs. 23~
27. (1) The demand. vs. 23. (2) The
counter-demand. vs, 24, 25. (3) The
dilemma and evasion. vs, 25-27.

II. The arraigners arraigned. vs. 28-
30. (1) Thecharge in parable. vs. 28-30,
(2) The charge unveiled. vs, 31, 32,

ExrosiT10N.— Place and time,—'['he tem-
ple in Jerusalem, in the week of the cruci-
fixion, the second day after the triumpbhant
entry. This was a memorable day in
Christ’s life «nd the Jews' history, because
on it were pronounced formally and
solegnly, those last awful words of warn.
ing and judgment to the Jews recorded in
chapters xxi-xxv; also Mark xi. from vs.
27, xii., xiii., and Luke xx. and xxi.

The comnection. — The conversation,
which forws our. lesson, was preceded by
Christ's public entrance into the" city,
riding as a king, with the multitudes at-
tending, shouting his praises, casting their
garments, and palm branches in the way,
ve. 1-11 by his clearing the temple ol
traffic and traffickers in.a way and with
words of absolute authority, as though he
alone was Lord of the temple, vs, 12, 13,
—by miracles of healing in the temple and
the reception of the children’s hosannas in
defiance of Jewish authority, vs. 14-17,—
(all this on the first two days of the week,)
and now on the third day he begins again |
his public teaching in the temple. The |
conversation is. followed by others of the
same day, occasioned by still further at.
tacks. These following discourses should
be studied in- connection with that of to-
day as they form one sublime and terrific
whole. There is & constant advance, a
rising from majesty to majesty, Lhey re.
veal Christ as Judge, and explain that ex.
traordinary phrase ** The wrath of the
Lamb.” Christ's love is not easy good
nature,

The arraigners.—** The chiel priests and
the elders.” The chief, or high priest,
was the official successor of Aaron, (Lleb.
v. 1-6), and there was of course bit one
high priest at a time, i. e:; in office, b
those still living who Aad held the
were also called by the name. Formd¥ly
the high priest kept his office during life,
but under the Romans changes were fre-
quent 80 that there were several high
priests living at the same time. These
high priests and elders were probably a de-
putation, or committee from the Sanhe.

highest authority of the nation,—came
regularly, and officially.

The cause —The regulation of the tem-
ple service, and care of the temple be-
longed to the Sanhedrim. Christ's acts,
seemed to infringe upon their authority.
They would indict him as .a usurper of
their authority, as doing what no one might

el recognizes ity _then he proves false

do without permission from the Sanhedrim,

That body had licensed the templo traffic,

by what rizht did Jesus break it up?

The questions.—The first demands his
authority for the nets, its nature, what it is.
The sccond its origin, who gave it, whence
it is. If Jesus has no anthorvity lLe
stands before the people a gross criminal.
I[f he has nuthority from the Romans,

to Moses and loses his standing with
the Jews, The Sanhedrim has given him
no authority, Very fit questions then
were those, to be asked and answered
What, whence, thy authority ? 1t scemed
egsy to conviet Jesur of gross Inw lessness,
The counter guestion,—** T'he baptism of
John "' means John the Baptist's .whole
work, including his teaching, warning cte.,
and erpecinlly his 1estimony concerning
Christ, The baptism was - that prowminent
and significant tact in the wmission which
stood for the whole. 1ilis right to Dbaptize
was h.s right to teach.
tion: Was this buptism ** from bheaven,”
i, ., did God authorvize Jolin to do his
work as n messenger, a prophet of God, or

' did John take it up himsellf, or as the
'agent of men wercly? John till death
Christ till death was |

was true to Christ,
true to John, owning him a8 his* forerun-

' ner: John witnessed wmost clearly, and

men koew it, the Sanhedrim knew it, that
Jesus was the Soi of God, Messinh, true
Lord of the temple, '

The dilemma.—The Jews had carefully
and skilfully wade and set a trap and
driven their victim into it, and lo, ina
twinkling; they sce him free and thew.
sclves “caught.  Cunning, wickel, silly
hypoerites, « They see the questioner's
point. .S;ty yes, and they couviet them.

selves, for they refused to own John ns a

pmphd’t, and his testimony to Jesus, They
clear Jesus, for hisucts are their Messiah's,
Bay no .and” the people, will ** stone
them. Luke xx. 6. Sce Pealwms cii. 13-17.

The evasioni=* Tley reasoned with
themselves,”” withdrew a little perhaps to
talk the thing over und decide on the
answer. Mark, no question as to what
was trae. They would say yes, or no or
anytling elseto save thewmselves, 1t will
not do to be silenced outright, They see
they are vanquished, disgraced, and cover,
or try to cover their retreat with the wis-
erable words, ‘* We cannot tell.” We

douw’v-know A -pitiful lie. And these were

| the Jewish rulers,—and the arraigners of

our Lord !

“ Newther tell I you,” wmust have been
scen and felt by all to be u most fit answer
to the heartless plotters, Thus ended in
defeat and shawe the carefully prepared
scheme  to ruin Christy—thus also has
ended many. wany another scheme against
him as in s -chureh’

The parable.~It is simple and plain,
GOt is in the parable presented as father ot
those commnnded to lubor. This is the
more natural as here it is only of Jews
that the parable is primarily spoken, and
God is represented ns the Father of that
ration as such,
Father of ull.

The command.—* Go work today in
my vineyard,” represents especially the
preaching of the gospel, There was but
one command, the same to the two sons,
There is one gospel for all men, * There
is no dufference,”

At first.—The two sons represent the
two great classes of which the one was
openly irreligious, the other professedly
religious. The prolligacy, the ne, is wrong,
~the profession, the yes, is good if genuine,
if it have the inward reility, Not profes-
tion, but hollowness in profession is to be
condemned. :

At lgst the priests and elders were again
caught and out of their own mouths
Judged. The publicans and even lLinrlots,
the ** sinners " in great numbers, as former
lessons have shown us, ‘repented under
Christ’s ministry also ; but the scribes and
Pharisees, the religious, grew more and

Heis also in 4 scose the

Rowm. iii. 22

wmore hostile to Jesus and his doctrine,

en and now.—We sec the principle
e parable constantly verified. Men

and communities now who have a furm ot

godliness without its power are compara-
tively hopeless, Beware of a false profes.
sion. Let us not despair of the openly
dissolute, profune, ete,—~but carry to them
the gospel.

luLusTraTioON,~The Kurens in multi-
tudes became Christinns while the Bur.

‘mans have been slow to reccive the truth,

The former unlike the latter were not se!f-
righteous adhergnts of a religious system.

Abridged from the Baptist Teacher,
Recite,—Scripture Catechism, 341, 342,
e e —————— .,,_~m4 e e et dp——~ S

It takes & smart man to conceal from
others what he don't know.~ Billings,

Hence the ques-

NINE YEARS OLD.

—

I'm nine years old to-day,
Almost grown up, you see ;
And I know enough to tell
That nine is three times three,
And what are threo times seven ?
If you ean't tell I can;
It means gix feet and freedom,

A nd overy dnch aman, ...

I think I kndw my tahles®

Very perfect for a boy ; :
But learning them, be certain,

Was not a special joy.
However, that's ull over,

Aund I'm just three times three;
Nearly as tall ns mother—

Almost grown up, you see,

This morning father said
That years don't make the wman—
That nothing but the heart and mind
Makes one, or ever can,
But give me three times seven,
And I will risk the rest ;
Though mother says that of one's life
‘The boyhood is the best,

I'm nine years old to day—
Almost grown up, you sce ;
And; whatever tnny be lacking,
There's no baby about me,
I mean to study hard,
And learn everything [ can ;
So that when I'm three times seven,
I 11 be every inch a man,

c—em——

THE LITTLF WHITE LIE.

[ was in trouble beyond any doubt—
[ was in trouble—and how to get out ?
“ Tell a white lie,” said the Devil to me,

* Tell a lie! oh, how dreadlful! But what | ;

would it be,

If T should ? though I never shall tell one,”
said I,

“ Don't be frightened,"” said he, * we won't
call it a lie— :

A few words in their way quite as good as
the truth,

And for this occasion, far better, forsooth.”

But my little white lie, when I'd told it,
grew black ;

Then, oh! how could I hide it, or how get
it back ?

For it never would do to be caught in a lie,

For 'twas known that a very good young-
ster was I,

[ must manage in some way to keep it from
sight ;

“* Tell one more,” said the Devil ; ¢ "twill
wake it all right,”

But'my two grew to three, and my three
were soon four,

And wy four lies gave rise to a dozen or
more ;

Till T felt in my soul such a sense of dis.
grace,

I had searcely one friend 1 dared look in
the face ;

Aund at night to my room I went creeping
up stairs—

God is Truth ! could L sleep without saying
my prayers !

But my fears and my conscience thus ful-
lowed about,

| was really half glad when the hc was
fuund out ;

For it was—it is always the way with a lie—

Andall said thata very bad youngster was I,

Good or bad, 1 have learned in one thing to
be wise,

And shun in‘the future all little white lies,

"THE SAILOR’S SAFETY.

A minister who lived near the seashore

was preaching one day to a congregation
in which were sevoral sailors who had just
been shipwrecked, and had narrowly es-
caped drowning. He spoke of the danger
to which oursouls areexposcd of being lost
forever on account of our sins, and com-
pared sinners to drowning men, who ecateh
at anything to save them. When he com-
pared Jesus to a plank floating on the
water for the drowning men to lay hold
of, ‘he tuld them how safe those were who
laid hold of this plank, for, * O my
{riends !" said he, *‘ this plank bears —this
plank bears !"
. One of those sailors was converted by
the rermon he heard that day. Fourteen
yeurs afterward the minister was called to
see & dying sailor, 1t wus the’ same man
who had been led to become a Christian ty
the sermon just spoken of. IHe tharked
the minister for thut serinon, and especinlly
for what he said about Jesus as ** the
plank that bears.,” .

‘ Those words,” said he, ‘* have been a
great comfort to me ever since, And now
[ die in peace, because I know that this

bears,”

- a i1 ‘NN b 1Y ' ‘\ .\ P \ : . . .
Just witnessed ghe happy conversiun of his | 1epy in this as in other respeets, and how

~up with the others; and he found he must

ph\nk bears.” 'l‘hmo wero thu lust \\mda
that he spoke. Clinging closely to this
plank, he was landed safely on the heaven-
ly shore bheyond the reach of storms or
dangers.  And here wo see how that good
minister, like thé nir, was supporting life
when he preached Jesus to theso sailors,
and  &poke of him as ** the plankthat

- ——— T

CLEARING UP THE WILDER.
NENSS OF THE SOUL.

Christiafis are very much like farms.
Usanlly, at first, Settlers clear up and cul-
tivate about ten aecres of ground, just
around the honse.  Of the whole hundred
and fixty neres, only ubout ten or twenty
acres  ure redecmed from the wilderness
during the first year or two. After that it
18 customary to cut away five acres or 8o o
year, And graduanlly the [arm is subdued,
But it is seldom that a farm is redeemed
and cultivated alike in all its parts. So
God deals with us, Littlo by little, and
through many degrees, he clears up the
various parts of our nature, and subdues
thew from the wilderness, and brings them
into u cultivated state,

But there are un-
subduced parts of our nature. And they |

—

are to be taught patience, meekness. hu- |
mility, disinterestedness, kindness and |
love. And muny men that bave gone |
through great triuls, wondering what God
meant, huve by-and-by come to a disclosure
of the Divine intention in that quietness
and joyfulness of spirit which is wrouyght
out in them,— Beecher, 1

1

- .-

; _ !
ENCOURAGING TO PARENTS. |
Two godly men were walking together E
in England, when one expressed to the |

other-his great joy and gratitude, as he had |

lust unconverted ehild, |
The good man nddressed replied that he
had yet two children out of Christ, for

whom he huad long prayed, apparently in
vain,

*“ But g8 not God,” reeponded the
other, ** ::&_i\\lly promised to hear and
answer our prayers for our children ?”

This question went with great power to
the good man's heart. Me resolved to
pray and plead with God as he had never
done betore, and af once he began,

Two weeks ufter, as he was at work in
his ficld, his wile sent word to him to has-
ten to the house.  As he entered, she said
to him, ** Grace is up stairs, in great dis-
tress, and all she will say is, that she
¢ wants to see futher,'™

Suspecting the cause of her grief, the
father flew to Lis daughter's room, and
found her bathed in tears, upon her knces,
As heapproached her, she exclaimed, ** Oh,
father, 1 lcel myself a great sioner, | am
afraid I shall go to hell ! The futher quick-

ly and™Soyfully replied, * No, glory be to |

God! T wm not afraid of that now.” He
pointed her to the Saviour, and encouraged
her to trust in him ; and soon she was en-
abled to rejoice in his furgiving love,

~ That very evening the youngest son, now
alone of -all the family out of the Ark of
Salvation, agked his father's permission to
wecompany him to a religious meeting,
T'he request was, of course, readily grant-
ed. Very soon the son rejoiced in the par-
don of his sins,

Then was the happy father enabled to
obey the command given to Noah, ¢ Come,
thou and all thy house, into the ark.”
Alas, that so fow whole families are ** in
the ark " Parents you need more interest,
more fuith, for your children, * The
promise is to you, and to your children.”
Oh, plead und claim tlmt promise.—Ameri-
can Messenger,

-

GOD SEES YOU.

Muany ¢hildren have read the fuiry tales
of the Danish writer, Hans Christian
Anderson, A pleasing story of his child-
hwd‘ told in n sketch of his life,

¢ Hans was one duy with his moth-
er mud some vther poor neighbors, gleaning
in-the field of a man who was said to be
very hursh and cruel.  They saw him
coming,  and all started to run away, But
Han'g clumsy wooden shoes came off; the
stubblo or short stamps of the grain-stalks
which had been left by ‘the reapers, hurt
his tender fect, so that he could not keep

be cuught.  The rough owner of the field
was very near, and could now almost reach
him with his Leavy whip; when Hans,
whose * helpless cuse now suddenly filled
him with new courage, stopped and tu

ed, and looking inte the man’s lace, said :
*“How dare you strike me, when God can

Clend the rest.

mm?.l

The anger of his pursuer was atxbdu;\:]
at once, Instead of striking the boy, b
gently stroked his cheeks, asked his name
and gave him some money. The traty,
of which little Hans had reminded Mg
when about to do a mean and eruel act,
tecmed to make him ashamed of it at once,
and - 8o eause him-to speak and act kindly,

How wany | wu ktd mn\ls und aots clyils -

dren ns well as grown up people might he
kept from saying and doing if they could
at the right time be reminded, as thyt may
was of the presence of God!  When yoq
rise in the morning ; through all the houys
of the duy: when you go to your rest at
night ; in the darkness, when you are fast
asleep i when you arve faithful in duty,
when you are earcless ; when you are kind
and loving, aud when you are unkind, and
selfish, and sinful—always, everywhere,
God sees you. 'When you are tempted to
speak harshly to your little brothers or
sisters, or undutifully to your parents;
when you are tempted to lie, to cheat, to
steal, to speak a profane or naughty word
—ask youreell: ¢ How dare I do .this
wicked thing, when God can see me ?

LEND OR GIVE AWAY OLD
BOOKS.

Why not? You have read them.

' They are on your shelves, and are not

“drawing-interest.” — Keep  books —of -re-

| ference , Dictionary—+get the best ; Bible;

Pacyelopwlia, und such as relate to your

Cealling or profession, but give away or-

Having cleared out that
which is only “lumber” to you, room will
be made for a stock of new works, such
an **Good: Books-for all,” and much good

would come of it. We know tha evils of

' lending books to habitual and forgetful

borrowers ; bat one may choose his ousto-

Kindly it would be iwyou, dear reader, to
carry a reatly useful book to a hungry
young man or woman, and say : ¢+ I have
brought a good book for you to read and
return.”

piness you may secare at a small cost,

-

WOULDN'T RUN IN DEBT.

A New York paper says that “the other
day a little sonof a well known bank-officer
in Wall street lost his purse while coming
from Ceéntral Park, and u stringer, seeing
his discomfort, paid his railroad lare,.three
cents.  The boy, thanking him, said : “w1f
you will tell we your name, I will bring it
to yau to morrow,"

SCOL ! noM suid-the gentlomnn *¢ nev:r
mind about it.”

The by persisted, saying his father never
allowed hiwm to run in debt.

** 1 will not give you my name," replied
the g bvutltux wn, “*but 1 live at No,—, on—
strect.” .

The next morning, the door-bell rang at
that house, and our little hero told the
amused servant-maid his errand.

* Which. of the gentlemen is it ?” said
she ; ** there are scveral in the family.”

The boy twisted on his heel, and after a

moment’s thought, said : ** Have you a pho-

tograph book in the house ?"

She brought it, and curning over its
pages, he said, pointing to one : ** That's
the one. Please give him these three cents,
and tell him that the boy who borrowed it
in.the cars yesterday lelt it to pay his debt.”

L€ that little fellow grows up with the
cureful principles which be has now, he will
be & man to be trusted,

 -—a- s —

Tuose gves,—Eyes are made to watch,

but they also need watching. John Bun-

yan tells us that the chief entrances to
‘*the town of Man-soul were Ear.Gate and
Eye-gate ; the three other being Mouth-
gate, Nose:gate, and Feel-gate.” Through
hearing and secing many a heart has been
filled with sin and sights and sounds which
have been admitted througly the eyes and
ears, He that would escape from ain
‘must shut his eyes and stop his ears from
the seeing and hearing of evil, Watch
‘“ Kye-gate'and *¢ Ear-gate,” and keep the
heart with ull diligence, fur out ot it are
the issues of life,

= "

* That syou believe you have a call to
preach is ull very well as fur ay it goes,’ said
an old doctor ot divinity to a theological
student ; * bat,”’ he added, ** we must wait,

and see whether people think they bave &
oull to hear you."”

— C—-———

A CATITAL ANSWER,~—Se¢lf-made man ex-
amining & school of which he is manager.
“ Now, boy, what is the capital of 'Ol
land ?” Boy—* Au H, sir.” .

Try it, and sce how much - hap-
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