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“but Carson's * Heresies of the Plymouth 

THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 
Gorvespondence, 

_ For the Christian Messenger. 
wr 

” *A REVIEW. 

«¢« Heresies or tae Poysours BrETHREN,” 
By Jas. C. L. Carson, M.D. 

By the ‘Rev. Wm. Sommerville. 

It is not often that there comes under our 

notice a volume, which takes such a firm 

hold of the mind, that we are dragg d on 

from page to page till we reach the last, 

Brethren * didi not allow us time to do more 

than read a portion of scripture at family 
worship, glance at the war telegrams, and 
take food, (which lust we did with great 
reluctance) till every page had passed un- 
der our eye : and we have read every part 

of it a recond time with undiminished in- 

terest and gratification, our interest in the 

work may be largely owing to association. 
It recalled the ““duys o’ auld lang syne,” 
when we read with great zest some of the 
works, (we have not seen all), of A. Car- 

¢on of Tobermore. We might not be pre- 
pared always to allow his premises, to 
acquiesce in his reasonings; or to adopt his 
conclusions ; but the thoroughness of his 
convictions, his earnestness, his transparent 
honesty, and his unrelenting hostility to 
to what he considers unscriptural, were 
quite refreshing. We could smile, when 

with right good will he laid on an oppo- 

nent his cat-o-nine-tails, (which by the way 
does not seem to have bea2n used up at his 
decease;) being well aware: that the applica- 
tion would not lead to the distressing results 
of the cowhide of the quondam Southern 
planter. The son could not fail to imbibza 
large share of the father’s spirit. He is 
proud of his father; and wishes rather 
to be known as the son of Dr. A. Carson, 
than as Jus C. L. Carson, M.D., of Colec- 

raine. Ile never quotes the words of the 
late Dr. A. Carson, but of * my father.” 

Without possessing the father’s intellectual 
power; (if his father’s eeeming-superiority 
be not the result of greater concentration) 
he has—what is far more valuable and cap- 
tivating,—the same directness, the same 

love of truth and determination to defend 
it all at hazards, the same ignorance that 
right can suffer an ultimate defeat, the 
same abhorrence of all trimming, and of 
every attem| t, under an imposing pietism, 
to push forward a masked battery in favour 
of error. 

Bat where are all. the D. D’s of the Gene- 
ral Assembly, and professors of Theology, 
where are all the learned dignitaries of dis- 
established Diocesanism, that a Physician 
of Coleraine must buckle on his armour to 
meet the invasion of the P. Brethren? Are 

they completely occupied with their finan- 
cidl matters,—the one to secure from a re- 

luctant people a more liberal salary,—the 
other to save as much.as possible from the" 
ruins of the Establishment? Dr. Carson 
deserves the thenks of all the Churches for 
the example he has set of meeting error on 
the threshold. 

Such expressions as *‘ the divine man,” 
and * heavenly humanity,” unsupported by 
kindred utterances, when applied to the 
flesh of our Lord, may be feeble pegs on 
which to hang the theological sentence 
of condemnation against Macintosh and 
Darby. The Plymouthists, dealing largely 
in the sensational, may intend no more than 
to give a forcible exhibition of the purity 
and elevation of Christ's human nature ; 
but it is hardly possible to overestimate the 
evil results that may arise from unguarded 
terms. Neither Arminius nor Socinus de- 
parted as far from the truth as many of 
their disciples, and seem not to have antici- 
pated the development of which their son- 
timents admitted, and which they subse- 
quently attained. Too often those whose 
special business it is to contend for the faith 
act with reapect fo. religious 0s in 
sentiment and diction, on the sermon of the 
Quakeress.—*¢ I wonder what pleasure pov- 
ple take in killing, their enemies ; if they 
let them alone, they would die of them- 

| righteousness of the law is fulfilled in us.” 

selves,” — forgetting that human natore is 
predisposed to what is unscriptoral, and 
before the enemicadlie they may have done 
irreparable mischief. The error which, in | {ndepe 
the beginning, might have been emily | ¢ 
crushed when let alone, attains a magnitude 
that hea Christan soviet Jor rtm, brky mri 

public approbation, at a time when minis- 
ters are libouring to extract from the pock- 
eta of the people more than they have been 
accustomed or are willing to give. The 
Doctor is quite right in suppo-ing that a 
large element of truth bound up with error 
only makes it more dapgerous. and he illus 
trates the idea with much perspicaity and 

power. The: Devil is an apothecary, and 
to make his bitter pills morereadily swal- 
lowed sugarcoats them. Truth and error 
good and cvil, can never be safely combined, 
Lot's picty did not reform Sodom, ! ut Sod- 
om’s wickedness injured Lot and ruined his 
house. : 

Dr. C. gives a great degree of prominence 
to the doctrine of the atonement and the 

ground of a sinner’s acceptance before God. 
After devoting a separate seetion to that 
subject, he returns to+it in treating ofthe 
law as a rule of life, and again more large- 
ly, in discussing ¢ Darby's Replies.” He 
is here evidently much at howe, and always 

seems pleased to be brought into contact 
with redemption, substitution, righteous- 
ness, and kindred topics. There is great 

need to koep. this central doctrine of 
Christ crucified fully, , frequently, and 

definitely before the Church,as there is 
a constant tendency to confound the work 
of Christ for us, and the work of the 

Spirit in us, and to. make the latter the 

ground of confid nce before God. But the 
necessity takes a wider range than the field 
occupied by the *¢ Brethren.” The, serip- 
ture teaches us very clearly that there is an 
established union between the death of 
Christ and the salvation of those whose 
sins he bore The doctrire of an indefinite 

atonement, as it has'been called, very gene- 

rally embraced by Independents, and not un- 
known among Presbyterians and Baptists, 
ignores that union #0 completely, that we 
are taught to believe that the great design 
of the atonement would have been se- 
cured, if not one sinner had been saved. 
An error on the ground of the sinner’s 
Justification cannot fail to lead to vari 
ous other errors respecting the mis- 
sion -and “work of Christ. In an age of 
great indifference to the claims of divine 
truth, it is quite exhilirating to find Dr. 
C. coming out so clearly and carnestly in 
favor of the great and fundamental doctrine 
of the imputation of the righteousness of 
Christ. The making of many righteous by 
the obedience of one settles the question of 

the sinner’s plea before God, and fully sus- 
tains Dr. C. in holding the sinless life of 
the Saviour, under the law, to be an essen- 

tial element in the righteousness of God. 
We are not, however, very partial to the 
distincti n between doing and dying, obedi- 
ence and suffering. Christ was under the 
law in the room of' the elect, and is held 

bound to meet al/ the demands of the law 
on them. The Apostle is very explicit, and 
represents his deeth as the closing ect of 
his obedience,— obedient unto death. 

We must, however take decided exception 
to the idea that we are made ighteous by 
imputation. Such expressions as these are 
not to be imitated,—p. 39 «“ We get it 
(righteousness) by imputation from Christ” 
—4¢ The believer has the righteousness of 
Christ so really and truly imputed to him 
that he is innocent.” Now it is most trie 
that the man to whom righteousness is im- 
puted stands before God as free from charge 
u8 if he had never sinned ; but if his righte- 
ousness is the consequence of imputation, 
we do not see how the Dcetor will vindicate 
himself from the charge brought aguinst 
Darby, of representing God as accounting 
‘““the man righteous who is not, in any 
sense, truly righteous.” The righteousness 
of the justified person is, in the order of | 
nature, antecedent to the imputation of it, 
Apprehended by Christ and brought, in the 
day of regeneration, into vital union with 
him, Ais righteousness is ours and is ac- 
cordingly imputed to us, we are accounted 
what we really are, and God would not be 
justif it were not imputed to us.— the 

Plymouthism docs not originate error and 
immorality, but is an outgrowth of an un 
healthy state of religious sentiment. It 
could no more successfully operate on a 
sound Christian constitution, than the 
“ Man of Sin” could bave been revealed, 
independent of a previous apos'acy from | 
he simplicity of the gospel. The true 

Son R50 8, Alplotr of Ory 

Ee kiss ao 10d. proce have | 

Pastorate, recommended by the considera- 
tion that no pater noster implies no pay, 

and the investiture of the Holy Spirit, who 
needs no pay, with the pastorate was an 
appropriate sequence. Perhaps one of the 
most valuable parts of Dr. C’s book is his 
clear and conclusive vindication of a succes- {shave on good authority. 
sion of Pastors and Teachers, divinely ap- 
pointed officers, with well defined functions, 

and exposure of the fanaticism of the 
».| Spirit's presidency, superseding the duty of 

trying the spirits or of proving any thing, 
and laying the understanding prostrate be- 
fore the presumptuous pretender to inspira- 
tion. Dr. C. has laid the Churches under 

an obligation, which we hope will be grate. 
fully acknowledged, by seasonably fearlessly 
aud forcibly throwing himself between 
them and the proud humility which speaks 
out of man’s heart and _proclaims, ¢ He 
saith.” In his digression on thé manner 
in which the duties of the ministry should 
be fulfilled, preachers may learn a lesson 
profitable at once to themselves and their 
hearers. lle administers a just rubuke to 
the liberal and accomodating preachers, 
who believe little or nothing, tell us a good 
deal may be said on both sides, and make the 

Spirit answerable for glaring contradictions, 

practically exemplifying their own ideas of 
that inexplicable book,—the Bible. With 
those argflissed the not small company of 
Divines, who would deliberately catch by 
guile, of which Paul indignantly repels the 
insinuation, and would lead men into prin- 
ciples and a position foregone, without any 
appeal to the understanding, administering 
a good dose of chloroform till they have 

complet d the operation. 
Conclusion next week. 

For the Christinn Messonger. 

THE MICMAC MISSION. 

Dear Brother Fo — 

The friends of the Micmac Mission will 
be pleased to learn that we are still holding 
on our way in our work. The general ope- 
rations of the Mission during the year that 
has just closed, have been carried on pretty 
much as usual. I have visited Indians in 
several localities, having been during the 
Summer on. Prince Edward Island, at 
Fredericton and St. John. N. B., and at 
Yarmouth, Liverpool and some of the inter- 
vening places. 

During the year the Gospel of John has 
been published in the dialect of the Mali- 
sets, or as they are sometimes called, “the 
St. John Indians,” because they belong to 
New Brunswick. As near as I can learn, 
this tribe consists of about fifteen hundred 
souls. We have printed that number of 
copies of the Gospel of John—one for each 
man woman and child of the tribe. 
The manner in which I was enabled to 

translate this gospel into Maliseet, is wor- 
thy of noticz. I do not understand this 
dialect sufficiently well to translate into it 
without an efficient assistant—one who un- 
derstunds Micmac thoroughly, as well as 
English and Maliseet. I am acquainted 
with only two such men, and they are usu- 
ally so industriously engag-d in other busi- 
ness, and at so remunerative a rate of wages, 
that it is not easy to obtain the aid of either 
of them as an assistant translator. 

Fall before last I found one of them laid 
up at Indian town, near St. Johan, with a 

| broken thigh. He had been employed in 
one of the steam saw mills, had been struck 
while at his work, and his right thigh had 
been broken. He was confined to his couch 
and scarcely allowed to move for about six 
‘wecks, 

It speaks well for both the. Indian and 
his employer, that the latter, not only had 
the wounded man cared for with surgical 
attendance, but also sent him in addition a 
five dollar bill every Saturday during his 
confinement, 

I was at his hut a few days after his 
wound was 1iceeived,. I immediately pro- 
posed to him to assist me in translating the 

| far more ample. 

in characters like that of the Micmacs, but 

in letters —the ordinary script hand of the 
French being used. This book they very 
diligently 1 and repeat and sing, 
though it is in the Penobscot diilect, and 
few of the Maliseets understand it. This I 

It was interesting 
to me to notice how e gerly t} e request was 
often repeated by old and young, *¢ Wikhee- 
yan meelin,”’ give me a book, or in their 

more natural arrangement of the words *¢ a 
| book give me.” May it make them wise 
unto salvation. 

Another book of the Bible, the Book of 

Exodus, has becn also ailded within a few 

wecks to cur published volumes in Micmac. 
There are now scores. of Indians who can 
read,and who eagerly secure such portions of 
the Seriptures as we can give them in their 

own tongue. I have already mailed copies 
of Exodus to a number of individuals who I 
am certain will joyfully receive them and 
read them. 

I have just received a letter from an In- 
dian thanking me for the book. Itis writ- 
ten partly in English and partly in Indian. 
An extract from the former portion of 
which, sitoply mending the spelling, I will 
here present, 

Havrrway Rivas, Dec. 23, 1870. 
My Dear Sir,— 

I received the two books of Exodus on 
the 19th Deec., and was very glad of your 
kindness for sending the Book, and I been 
wanting to write to you this some time, 

‘and the reason I been wanting to write for 
I would like to know if you had pow Die- 
tivnary that you could sell me. I would 
like to buy one from you with some Mic- 
mac in it, and if you have ons to spare I 

wish you would let me know and I'll send 
you the money for it.” 

J.B. 
The writer of the foregoing is a very fine 

fellow, steady, honest, and industrious, and 
anxious to improve. He went to school a 
few winters ago about three months, Ile 
writes quite a fuir hand, nor is his spelling 
by any means worse than that of many 
white people, whose opportunities hage been 

He can read English as 
well as [odian, and wants a Dictionary not 
for the purpose of learning the meaning of 
Indian words, but that he may have ex- 

plained in his. own tongue the English 

words he meets every where. Alas! I 
have no such book for him. My English 
and Indian Dictionary is in-manuscript, 
and the cost of publishing it, even where 
it in a fit state to publish, would quite ex- 
ceed the utility. But we can do” the next - 
best thing to be done ; we can give him and 
his people books in both languages—the 
New Testament in Micmac and in English 
and thus assist them in learning English and 
the Word of Gd at the same time, 

This leads me to mak- another statement. 
In the year 1850 a heavy fire in Granville 
Street, Halifax, consumed nearly the whole 
stock of Micmac Seriptur:s then published, 
comprising Genesis, Matthéw, Luke and 
John. Providentially I had removed to 
-Hantsport a short time before the fire, about 
one hundred copics of each book. 1 said 

| nothing publicly at the time respecting our 
loss. If what was left could rot be dis- 
tributed and read, the loss would be of little 
consequence. Should we succeed in our 
object, and any number of Indians should 
learn to read, and be willing to receive 
the Scriptures. the loss could be remedied, 
and a new and improved edition could be 
published. 

I am now happy to report that we have 
distributed almost every copy of those 
books. 
When we commenced our work, we knew 

of hardly an Indian who could read. Bat 
‘a8 soon as our first book of the Bible was 

published in Micmac, the Indians scemed 

to be prepared for it. Some were found 
safficiently resolute to undertake and perse- 
vere in the task of le to read, even 
‘under disadvantages that might well have 

made a pretty stout hewrt quail. When 
bu ed Jobn into the dialcet of his tribe, | one had learned others were induced ta try ; 

proposal he readily assented. As it 
took us about as long to finish the work, as 
BPR 0 mn Af > SO fp ain, poe 
munently, I was there when the Doctor 
removed the bandages and allowed him 

Just before * 
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and such was their success ; such their in- 
tellectual capacity and perseverance that a 
few weeks often sufficed to enable them to 

ipstend of its being a rare and wonderful 
thing to find an Indian that can read, it is 
& very common thing, and hes ceased to 
ogeasion surprise. Indian children to some 

® box, of the printed books | extent attend the free schools, und instead 

forwarded to case in former days, they can mingle freely 
After the Convention closed | with their pale-faced commmdes, who are 

SEE Np dv borin of 

y individu es ifr 

als who willingly received it, Many of Ri Mission, at a late niceting, 
mee. rend, a litile, they having the | cheerfully concurred in the suggestion to 

Catholic Prayer book, not written | apply to the British and Foreign Bible So- 

wy 

icety for means of publishing _ a new and 
revised edition of the four Gospels in Mic- 
mac. We wish to get out three thousand 
copies, and the cost will be about a thou- 
sand dollars, I may add that the three 

Gospe's which bave been already published, 
have been revised, and many very serious 

error Lave been detected and corrected, and 

the Gospel of Mark has been added. I 
have been <obliged to copy the whole out 

anew that the work may be printed in 
Halifax and in the ordinary English alpha- 
bet. It could probably be printed more 
cheaply in England, but as no one cise can 

correct the proof sheets, and as at least 

three revisions must be made, the work 

must be done in Halifax, where | can have 

ready access to it. 

I may as well say that we have limited 
aur present request to the four Gospels, 

but I humbly hope that by the time these 

are printed, we will be prepared to add the 

remainder of the New Testament. Nearly 
the whole is already translated, and I can- 
not say that I have any scrivus doubts 

about obtaining the means of paying for the 

publication. It surely cannot he deemed a 
very extravagant request that the means of 
preparing and printing one New Testament 
fur each Micmac now living, should be fur- 

nished by the christians of the three 

Provinces where they are to be found. 
I am happy to say that I am still enabled 

to report favorably respecting the ¢ Muller 
Plan.” Without having made any person- 
al applications for aid, or given any hints 
to any one in any way of present necessi- 
ties, we have received during the year in 

money and useful articles, one thousand 
and forty-nine dollars tMirty seven and a 
half cents. 1 have often been asked y 

I do not publish more respecting the Mis. 
sion. Oce reason is that if too many 
means were employed our success would be 
likely to be ascribed wholly to these. The 
Lord's direct agency would ‘be denied or - 
overlooked, his glory would be obscured, 
and faith weakened. IT published no sepa- 

rate Report last year. Bat the ¢¢ salary ”’ 
was paid all the same. I desire to ascribe 
all to the good hand of our God upon us. 
Still our friends are entitled to know what 
we are doing, and I therefore publish the 
preceeding summary for their information. 

Right glad am I that it is no longer ne- 
cessary to waste money on a long list of 
names, nor to be worried and vexed over 
omissions and errors in the list. To all 

thoge friends who have so kindly aided us 
by their voluntary offerings, their prayers 
and counsels, and by other manifestations 
of kindness and sympathy to the Indians, 
to myself and to the members of my family 
I desire to tender our sincere thanks. And 
I can say in reviewing the past year, the 
language of the cxvi. Psalin suits my case 
and in some measure [ trust harmonizes 
with my feelings : 

*¢ What shall I render unto the Lord for 
all his benefits towards ms? 1 will take 
the cup of salvation and call upon the 
name of the Lord. 1 will pay my vows unto 
the Lord now in the presence of all his 
people, in the courts of the Lord's house, 
in the midst of thee, O Jerusalem, Praise 
ye the Lord.” 

S.‘T. Rawo. 
Hantsport, N. 8., Jan. toy 1871. 

———- 

For the Christian Messenger. 

OPENING OF NEW CHURCH 
EDIFICE. 

Dear Editor ,— 

The Cow Bay Baptist Meeting-house waa 
publicly dodicated to the Lord's service on 
the afteracon of New Year's Day, Jan. let 
1871. Although the weather was unpro- 
pitious, the building was comfortably filled. 
At the request of the writer, the Rev. 

Alfred Chipman, A.M. the esteemed pastor 
of Sydney Baptist Church, preached the 
dedicatory sermon from Exodus xx. 24.— 
‘In all places where I record my name, I 
will come unto thee and 1 will bless thee.” 
In the development of the text the speaker 
displayed much thought and talent. The 
historic account of the first altar or altars 
upon which sacrifices were offered to God 
combined with that of the Jewish Temples, 
and the contrast between the worship, ua- 
der the Old and New dispensation was 
most graphically snd vividly wet furth , and 
the simplicity and advan age of the latter 
were clearly and logically demonstrated. 

| The truth we doubt not deeply impressed 
all present. 
The choir with Bro. R. D. Rice ns 

chorister, and Deacon R. Dobson wt the Or- 

the two Anthems prepared for the ocunsion 
exhibit a high degree of musical skill aad 
talent. : 

£ » 


