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I.essons for 1871,

THE WORDS OF JESUS,

~-Sunpay; Ocroner20xpr W

Wicked lluuhnndmen.——‘\latf. xxi. 33-
44,

GoupeN Text.—* The stone which the-
“builders rejec ed the same is becowe the

2 ot the corner.”

SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS,— Psulm lxxx. ;
Mark xv. 1-20.

This parahle is given in Mark xii. 1-11;
Luke xx. <18, Isit given by the three
writefs in just the same words? DPuint

out some ot the differences in the three,

Is there contradiction of une by the other?
Why dues Clivist sny ** anoth:r parable ?”
Why suy ** h<ar?”’ When and where did
he spenk this?

What is a vineyard ? Hedging? A wine-

ress? Why the tower? Wint ure bus-
ndmen ? W hat was the ** letting out ?”

Explain wlhat these represcnt in the ap-
plication of the purahle Expliin niso
whut is mennt by the planting of the vine-
yard. The going ito a fur country  ‘Lhe
rending of servents. The receiving ol
fruits. The ntuse of the servanta, The
son, The rending of the ron.  Tle eateh.
ing. casting out, und slaying. What in
the parabie shows the richness and loiness
of God s pravision for hispeople? Wime
shows "God'¢ forhearance? - What shows
the grentness of the wickedness cxpored ?
What its edvance lrowm one degree to ano-
ther ? ;!

What doee Christ ask the Priests and
Elders ? wvx, 40, Why does he ask them ?
What did they answer ? 'va, 41, Do’ you
thiok they saw then just what was meant
by the puruble? Has that been dote

T which they said would te? Explain how,

¢. g., destruction of the murderers, the
transfer ol the vineyard, ete,

Road Psalm exviiic 22 Isaiah xxviii
16: What is meunt by ** the head ol the
corner 7’ Why Christ's appeal to the Old
U
Testnment? When and how was the pro
phecy of verse 43 fuililled 7 Explain  verse

~44. Does Gud govern us on the same

principle that he did the Jews ?  Have you
sinned as they did?

SumMary —The rejecters of God's ser-
vants und 8on are hy the- just judgment of
God themeelves rejucted and destroyed.

Axaryveis.—The Rejecters Rejected.—1.
The Parable ve. 33-41. (a) Engagement.
vs. 33. (h) Requirement, ws. 34-39, ()
Judgment vs. 40, 41,

II. The Explanation. v8. 42-44. (a)
Uld Testament prophecy. ve. 42, (b) lws
interprewmtion. ve. 43, 44,

Exros agox.—** Hear another parable »
After the excitement of the jeople there is
& pause, and Jesue hegine again. He saye
in general to ** the people ’ ¢ Hear," |
am not yet done with you, The whole has
not been told. He rivets their attention
They stay as though epell.bound. The
proud authorities are under tie power of a
genuine authority for once.

Terms and definitions.—The word ‘rans-
Iated *¢ hedge,”” means enclosure whether
hedge, wall, or fence. The wine-press and
*“ wine-fat” are not properly the same.
The latter was a kind of underground
trough for the juice of the grapes. The
wine press wus above, into which the
grapes were thrown and the juice, trudden
out by naked fect, fliwed through a close
grate into the lower trough or vat,
Usually the press-was above ground, but
Dr. Hackett s2ys it is sometime made in
the ground. The wine press, may mean
the whole, both upper and lower parts,
and the digging Lave been only for the
lower. The tower, the villa where at once
the fruits were kept and the hushandmen
resided ; or the tower of the watchmen,"
* Hustmwndmen,”  liternlly field. workers,
o Let it out,” i. e., in shares for a part of
the fruits, while the householder was to
receive alsv his part.

Terms and applications.—** Vineyard,"
God & kingdom on eurth, especially in its
visible form. llere firet of the Jewish,
pational form, also of the subsequent
Christian form. 7The kingdom is in sul.
stance onc and the same in both eras,
Hebrews x. T'he husbandmen or cultiva.

tors are specindly those in religious au.

thority ns teachers, pastors, ete., like the
men who were hefure him, but not te the
exclusion of every other member. The
provision ol hedye, tower, wine-press, eto.,
may, a8 somo claim, simply represent the
ample provision in general which God
makes for his church, See Isa. v. 4, and
eompare the chapter, ve. 1-7, with our
parable. The servants sent for the fruits
are prophe s, epecially empowered, and
sent on special mus-ions. The Son is of
esourse Christ, God's * one,” * own,”
“* beloved ” Son, The letting owt *“ is”
the solvmn cummittal, which the law made

ot the instruction and care of the chosen
people to the priests and Levites.”  Mul.
it. 7. The withdrawal w a ** far country"
for @ * lung time" was the long cessation
of those specin! wnd miraculous manifesta.
tions attending the Hebrews from the eall
of Abraham to their settlement in Puales-

_tine, particularly nt the Red - Sea, Sinai,

Jordan, ete. Deut. xxxiv. 9-12. The
fruits required are not merely outward
obedience, but ulso spiritual eervice, hum-
ble believing, loving, pwe hearts. The
killing of the Son, Christ’s crucifixion,
“ without the gates.” lHeb. xiii. 1i=13.
The destruction ol the first husbandwmen,
the destruction of Jerusalem and the dis
persion of the Jows,  The transfer to the
husbandmen the commission of the aposties
to preach the goepel to every creature, nnd
he grace of God shown to the Gentile na-
tions in their eall and conversion,

God's part.—The parable brings out his
long suffering aud forbearunce, He waited
til. insult after insult was offered, servant
alter seryant was smitten down in death
or rojocted in disgrace. He even with.
holds not his son.  The parable however,
dots rot and cannot rise to the full reality,
since God sent” his Sony-~knowing  before-
hand that he would be insulted and cruei-
fied. This feature could nct be shown be-
causa the houscholier of the jarable is
human, and unlike God ignorant of the
future. :

_The contrast.—The parable ne striking-
ly exhibite in contrast the awlul wicked-
ness of the religious teachers, the ruling
vart of the Jews. They cheat God ol al
his duts, they persist in adding ineule to
insult, waxing worse and worse, wicked-
ness rising (rom one pitch to another tll
it smites down in violent- death, with de-
liberdte and sclfish malice, the Son of Gud
limself, %

Self-judged. — Cunning never outwits
Gud, but God always outwits cunning. 1
Cor. iii. 19, 20, Jesus knew the men he-

fore him, hut they poorly understood him.

They came to sit in judgment on him.
They are made now this secund time " to sit
in judgment on themselves, The charuc.
ters and conduct of the two parties he scis
forth vividly. in parable. He does not
himeclf sny what ough to he, what wmust
and will be. No, he looks at the priestly
hypoerites, and to them rays : What will
such a lord do to such hushandmen ? They
could not have eeen the meaning of the
parab e or glne'y would not have said, as
they did. G d will judge men each out
ol Lis own mouth,

Luke says that some of the people, ex.
claimed in view of the declaration that the
hushundmen should he miserably destroyed,
“ God forbid.” They could not think it
possible that their beloved nation was to
lote it8 high position, and their religious
rulers and teachers be visited with such
doom. Tl builders; Jewish leaders, res
jected the stone with God the supreme
architect furnished und would wmake the
chiel corner stune.

Jesus, in verse 43, gathers up into one
cleur, emphatie, teniific statement the ex-
planation of the paruble, the eelf-condem-
pation of his enewies, the interpretation
of the quoted Seripture, and his own in-
dependent and finai nuthority as proplet,
“ The kingdow of God shall be taken from
you,"—you shall be deprived of your po-
sition a8 the eleet nation. 1t shall be
‘v given to another nation bringing forth
the ftruit of nighteousness,”—the true
[srael taken from among many nations ar d
constituted into God e+ peculiar people.”

The fulfi'ment.— As stated the wicked
bushandien yeriched in the downfall ol
the Jewish nation. That event ol course
points to the retributions of eternity, where
not nations but individuals are punished
fur sin, The apostles and other disciples
‘ went everywhere preaching the word.”

Verse 44 states in a general form the
reason why the Jewish nation wae soon to
be thus punished,—the reason why so
many must perish  hereafter, The full
upon the stone is not the final and desper-
ate rejection, unbeliel carried to ita lnst de-
gree. Mercy is then cxhnusted and the
rock is no longer at rest, it moves and
comes down on the eriminal. e is greund
to powder,—literally, * made chaff,’—
and scattered to the winde as chaff. See
how this has been fulfiled in regard to the
Jewish nation, \

Final remarks.—Here again we see the
ch racter of Jesus, and 80 of God in denl-
ing with transgressors. We are to fear as
well as love him,~love him in fear, and
fear him in leve, e. g., ** reverence '’ the
Son.

Abridged from the Baptist Tracher.
Recite,—Soripture Catechiem, 343, 344,

THE CHRISTIAN
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MESSENGER.

 JUSTICE REWARDED,

BY HELEN HARCOURT.

There is reluted a legend of a great
monarch of Tartary, so full of a beautiful
trath, that it would be well for us all not
only to read, but to remember it. This
khan, unlike most rulers who possess ah-

Hsolute—powery—-was & wire and _good. sov- |

ereign.

Yor many _years he had resided in the old
palace which had come down to him from
his furefathers, butat length he resolved to
build another, and to seek a more dervirable
site forits loention.  So taking his mugni-
ficent retinue with him, he set out on a
journey through his kingdom, and after a
long seatch, was rewarded by the discovery
of the very spot he sought, but an old
widow's hovel stoud in the very midst of it.

“ Ah !" exclaimed the khan,** thisis just
the eituation [ have longed for. I will
build here il this old woman is willing that
I should remove ber little cot.” '

But the poor woman buldly replied,
““ Great khan, I was born in this lowly
hovel , my whole life has been epent within

~it, and death alune shall tear me frow it.

Spare it in your justioe, or destroy itil you
will, I can.ot delend it.”

The astonished courtiers, wirhing to
please their sovereign, mocked her with
cruel words and taunts, ¢ [t is but too
evident,’ they exclaimed, ** that she neither
luves nor fears our l‘nyn\ master, Come,
let: us pull down her ugly but about her
ears!"” ,

But to their utter amozement, the khn

replied, ** Do not fear these men, my good

wowman, they shall not harw you. Your
cottage is your custle, and you ehall live
there in peave. The power is mine to de-
stroy it. A hund ed poets sing of wy
duminion, but power is not worthy of honor
or homage when it condemns the poor
widow's cause, or prepetrnies acts of in
justive upon those who are unable to defund
their rights. No truthful tongue can yet
say that I have ever wronged human being.
weank or strong, nor shall it be said now.
So bide in your home, old wonmn. 1 will
build my palace beside it, and it will honor
we, for my people who gaze on thew stand-
ing side by side, will sce that I do not hold
a khan's convenience belore a subject's
rights "

So the royal dwelling was erected upon
the chosen site, und the palace and the hut
stuud very mnear together— sirange neigh
burs, it is true, '

Time passed on, and the fortune that bad
80 long smiled upon the khun of Tartary
began to frown: Envy ever pursues the
igh in station, and mmnlice the guod; and
buse ambition will ever lead those who
cherish it to bate ull that way stand in its
way.

Thus it happened that two of the cour-
tiers who longud to elevate themselves con-
spired to slay their royal master, and rule
in his stead. Feariog, with that guily
consci nee that ever mnkes men cowards,
t; be seen in conversation together, they
soughta lonely spot heyond the palace,
hut, as it chanced, very ncar the poor
widow's hut. She overheard their pluns,
and hastened to reveal the plot to the
khan.

“ Ah! [ see now,” he excluimed, ¢ that
the just only are wise, aud he who respeots
another’'s rights will thus guard his own
| spured this poor woman's howe, and now
she has saved wy lile and kingdom !"
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CHILDREN'S EATING.

Whenever a parent sees a child come to
the breakiast-tuble, nibhle n little, then go
nway, death is in the distance, and ouy be
neAr in a great mapy cases 3 in all there is
solid ground for apprebonsion of coming ill
in sowe forw or other. This want of np-
petite for breakfast may come on very
slowly ;7 it may be wecks belore it is de
cided envugh to be rewmaniked : »0 ‘wmuch the
worse fur the child, becnuse gieater will
be the d.ficulty in righuing things

If ehildren are going to schiool, eating
should be made compulsory, or bruio dise
ense will follow, souuer or later, for the
hrain must be nourished, or vestless slecp
follows, ard in its train drenws, uervous-
ness culd feet ‘acd hande, with “severe
debility,

All school-children should have plenty of
ment and hread for breakinst and dinner,

|-with all the fruits and berries they can get

aflterwards as dessert ; if not these, then no
desscr all. A specdy and easy way to
remcdy menltime nibibling ie to begin with
a supper of bread and butter, and one eup
of hot milk and water, and nothing clee;
allow not an sgom of wnything to be eaten
between moule, and compel them o be in

-

bed by nine o'clock. Within- u week ®
hearty breakfust will be the result, with
an increasing vivacity, activity, life, and
joyorusness, — Christian Weekly,

AN INVOLUTIONARY AND
PERILOUS RIDE,

A RN R MO
A loeomntive, running as an extra on
the Hudson Rer railroad, arrived at New
Hamburg from Poughkeepsie on Saturday,
heing stoppl there by a telegram from
that city in conse uence t a sin, ular and
what might have been n tragie incident.
Before the locomotive lelt Poughkeépsie,
four” little hoys who were playing about
the depot, supposing it was a sWitch en-
gine, and only going a little way down
the track, elimbhed stealthily upon the
wooden guard just above tho bumper on
the rear of the tender. L'.is guide is only
six inches wide.  hrw of the boys sat
down upon the guard, with their legs
honging over, and the fourth got astride of
the iron link which protrudes from the
bumper., They could n t be seen by the
wen upon the e ._ine, which moved off and
continued increasing its speed until it was
voing . at the rate of forty miles an hour,
as was ordered. ‘The boys were in a ter-
rible situation, They dared not olimb to
the top ofthe tender for fear of lwing
their bulance, and their eries were drowned
b. ti e noise of the engine. Over bridges
wnd on the edge of precipices they were
whirled. the tender surging to and-fro, the
dust tilling their eyes and noves, wnd almost
thoking them to death, and entirely ob.
scuring them frowm the view of the flagwen
and trackwen wiwo were passed, I'he
locomotive was signalled at New Hamburg,
‘Mr. Jus. " Signor having scen the boys on
the rear of the locomotive when it left
Poughkeepsie. The poor little fellows
presented n sorry sight, as they were cov-
ered with dust trom héud-to fuet, The buy
who was astride of the link was unable to
wilk when taken off, his legs being awtul-
ly chafed by the motion of the engine.
The hunds of the other boys were blisterel
terriltly, and the blovd ouzed out from
under their finger nails, so tightly had
they grasped the wood work of the tender,
They were nearly exbausted, and could
havé ‘maintained théir position but little
longer, when they would bave been pru-
bably instuntly killed .y the fall, ‘They
were taken back to Poughkeepsie, where
the incident had become nuised about,
and a large erowd of people was in waite
ing at the depot to sce them when the train
they were on - arrived.—National Car-
Builder. o
ATRAGEDY.

How many acts are thero in a tragedy ?
Five, I bhelicve :

Acr 1.—=Young nian starting from home,
Parents vnd sisters  weeping to have him
go.  Wagon pussing over the hill.  Fare-
well kiss thrown back.  Ring the bell and
let the curtain drop:

Act [L.—=Marringe altar,  Bright light,
Full organ.  White veil trailing through
the nisle,  Prayer and congratulation, and
exclamations of ** How well she luoks !"
Ring the bell and let the curtain drop.

Acr. HI—=Midnight. Woman wniting
for staggering stepa.  O'd garments stuck
into the broken window pane. Many
marks of hardship on the face.  Biting of
the nuils of bloodless fingers,  Neglect,
cruelty, disgrace, Riny the bell and let the
curtain drop.,

Acr IV.—Three graves in a very dark
place.  Grave of child who died from lack
of medicine. Grave of wife who died of
n hoken heart, Grave of hushand and
futher who died of dissipation,  Plenty of
weeds, but no flowers, O, what a blasted
heath with ‘hree graves. Ring the bell
and let the curtain drop,

Acr V.—A destroged soul's eternity,
No light ; no ‘music: no hope! Despair
coiling around the heart with unutterable
anguish, BLACKYESS OF DARKNESA FOR-
kviR! Wor! wor! wor! I cannot bear
longer to lovk. T close my eyes at this
lnst uet of the tragedy., Quick! quick!
Ring the bell and Ivt the curtain drop —
Rev, T. De Witt Talmage.

The sting of u hee earries conviction with
it. It makes n man a boe-lever at once,

A youngster ol literary tastes lately
described Darwin as the one who believed
‘ we degenerated from a wonkey.”

A new treatise on
clares that afier all wankind, if wise, will
sy of precious stones, the most valuable as
well ae the most useful stune in the world
is the grhbw\u.

precivus stones de-

S ————— :
Reronms IN Jamaica.—Ata Buptist mis.
sionary mecting beld in Liverp ol, Bug,, .
Underhill dwelt on the results of Sir John
Grant’s rale in Jamaica.  Sir John Grang
had destroyed many abuses in the island
He bad destroyed the Church Ent:;hlilhmen;
of Jamaien, or nt cust it wasin the Proceas
of extinction, and the money saved from the

education of the people. During My,
Eyre's administration ol Jamaeia they were
always borrowing money—he was runnin
the island decper 110> deht, at the rate of
£40,000 per annum. The present Governop
had reversed this —not by raising the taxes,
but by levying the taxes 8o that no one
could complain of it. The cummon people,
instead of refusing to pay. the taxes, fre.
quently brought them of their own aceord,
and the result was that the balance wae
brought to the right side, and the balanee
vas to the eredit of the treasury of Jamaica
to the amount of L£40,000, :

¢ o s

The Waupknses, says the New York
Olserver, are suflering lor wantof 8piritua)
tenchers. The state’of Frauce has told
serivusly on the resources of the Lyons
Committee, and so the work bas depended
wlinust entirely on the aid sent out from
Eogland. In consequence of the straitness
of menns all the agents retained have their
silaries  diminished fiftcen per cent. as o
temporary wensure, and the committee do
nut guurantee saluries,  Soveral posts have
heen aando wd,

B o

Praise wiETING. = The vestries of the
Ghestnut Street Congregntionnl Churceh, in
Chelsen, were ercwded ut a praise weeting
on a recent Sabbuth eyening. The piano
was accompunied l»yui‘t'_‘gpruet and » trom.
bone, and the service of song was inter.
nperacd&)vlth prayeis, remacks and the
recitation of nomerous verss ol Seripture
expressive of praise ; and it seemed to be the
universal fecling that.an occasional service
ol thiskind may be held with great interess
and prufit.— Bogton paper,

C———

I3 THE WRONG PLACE.—At one of Peter
Cartwright's camp meetings he was much
annoyed by & noisy sister, who ** took pare”’
more [requently than was nceeptable,  He
‘had called on il to koeel while some one
shouid lead in prayer. She struck off as
once withanuch leeling and power.  Cart-
wright, not recognizing her voive, shouted
out ** Amen!” A brother kneeling close
by whispered : ** 1t's Ann Jordan praying.”
Cartwright, looking round and seemng that
it was 8o, oried vut: ** I take that awmen

back !" /

R

AxcieNt Renic.—On the castern slope
of Clark mountuin, Nevada, near its sum-
mit, there is a porpendicalar cliff two
hundred nnd filty teet high. At about one
huandred feet from the base of the cliff on
its front are engraven the characters [ L
D. The cross and letters are of immense
size, being fully sixty [eet in height, and cut
into the ¢hff two and a hall fees deep—so
that they can be plainly seen at a distance
of five wiles. "T'his strange workmunship
was done, itis supposed, by the Jesuit mis-
Sionaries, WAy years ago.

B s

Tug Bexgvorent Coxtrinurions of the
four religious denominations in the Uaited
States are thus represented by The Presby-
lerian

Benevolent
Commuricants,  Countributions:
Baptist . coovvvniianil 419408 $510,764
Methodist B dscopal. L 208 048 957,138
Piotestant Kpiscoul, 1,0 684 242,084
l)le\bytl r‘ i1l ionnmenne ".)'.1.375 1"“.3“

The weaning of these fizure is that the
 Preshyterinus contribute nearly six times
a8 much as the Episcopalians, nearly throe
times as much us the Baptists, and half ae
much wgain a8 the Methodists, for theiv
henevolent purposes.’””  Or, stated in ane-
ther, form, **The Baptists averaged 36
cents n communicant ; the Methoaista 74
cents ; the Episcopalians $1.37 ; the Pree-
hytorians £3.17.7 To what iy this excens
in ccntribations to be attributed? To
greater wealth, greater benevolence, or #
better system of evllections ?— Era,

e —— Y — :

Tux Erverion or Mount Vesuvive,
which has been more or less continuous
during the pust six wonthy and which hae
lately incrensed considerably in violonce, ie
causing great apprehension us to the safety
of the Lulinn observatory ol Vesuvius, The
lava has alrondy partinlly “subwerged the
hill of the Canteroni, on which the ob-
servatory stands; and the immedinte eree-
tion of ‘» strong dyke of weorin, o as W

tor,

Chureh Establishment wis_spont-—in-the -

divert the stroam of luva, is urgently ssked
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