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contributed to render availuble the

value of the land, and who, in purchas-

ing, assumed the.risk of all error und
miscalculation,

The Christian Messenger.,
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Halifax, N. 8., Aug. 0th, 1871,
TIHE BAPTISMOFTHE HOL
SPIRIT. :

In this age of the Church and of the
world, Cliristians should have well-de.
fined and setled views on what the
Scriptures teach in reference to this
subject. Under the several dispensa-
tious of past nges it was important
that the people of God should know
what were the duties enjoined upon
them, and the privileges enjoyed by
them; 80 as to perform the one and par-
take of the other themselves, and
trausmit them to their posterity aund
the wor'd,  Living now as we do un-
.. der  the disper-lm’amu of the, Spirit.
" there should be a cleader appréhension
of God's luter wmaunifestutfons to his

eopie snd to the vhurch. Before our
gu\'iuur ascended to beaven he told
his disciples to stay in Jerusalem un-
til llu*) had received * !ll(‘ ba tism of
the Spirit.”  This divine manifesta-
tion. was.to be made whilst they were
assenblod together with ove accord,
and was 10 Le a preparation for their

goiuz forth to bear witness for Christ.
| le) were thus to * receive puwer"
from on bigh., When the promise was
fulil'ed there was first a sound, then
an ajpedrance, and=then **they were
all filled with the Spirit.”

Mauy difficult questions have arisen
in reference to what constituted this
baptism, whethér the same blessing is
coutinued in the church, or whether
eimilar overwhelmings are still to be
expecied, ; :

The prayer for a baptism. of the
Spirit is ofien heard with wore or less
of ferveucy in our pablic and social
worship.  Sowetimes those prayers
are uscd meiely as forms of expression
indicating a desire for spivitual bless-
ings in general, und not from any
proper appreciation of whut the figure
~baptism=iwplies, or what the fucts
shew iu tae instance given in the Acts
of the Apcsiles.  The ourpouring
was then suficieutly copious 10 be an
immersion.  The Spirit was in and
around
where they were sitting.” An io-
fluence and an all-pervadiog power

them ** filliug all the bouse |

Theliever There mny
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of #in nnd dwell above in the pure regions
of everlasting bliss.

Either of these forms of the haptism is
an inertimahle blessing, to be sought and
longed for by all. The baptism of the
lloly Ghost ie an essentinl element in the
progress of the church, and a remarkalle
feature in the experience of the individual
be holiness, there mny be surety of heaven
without it. It develops grace, it mukes
holiness more active, and embodi s the hope
of a future heaven in a present, living re-
ality. Thus baptise n Christian, and” he
cannot rest.  1lis sowl will bleze out.  All
who come in contact with him will fecl a
living feme.  All who aseociate with him
will be benefitted and blessed by his rich
experience,

Thus baptize a church, and her power
tecomes rveeistible, IHer mighty maurch
shukes the carth like the tramp of armies;
and she conquers wherever she goes.  She
hus no miraculuus power. [Lhe forces ol
nature are not reverrcd at her bidding,
She hears no mighty ‘runhing wind ; she
sees no cloven tongues ; but she hus the
wight life, the omnipotent energy of the
Holy Ghost, Tinee thousand wen, in all
the marshalled desperntion ot depravity,
may stand before her weakest buttaMons,
as did three thousend on the day of Pente-
cost, and she will subdue them by her
irresistible power, ‘
. He further remarks in reply to the ques-
tion, How s the baptism of the toly
Ghast to be secured?

Does it come unsought, rocking the

{ world like ‘& tempest that burets from

a cloudless sky ? Or is it to be secured
ty the use’ of the menns of Grace, as
the crdinury manitestations of tho Spirit
are securcd ? The former answer seems to
be given by the Seripture acecunts, und by
the developments ol grace. The general
impression is that the baptism of the Holy
Ghost i the ai€Wer to importunate prayer;
but the lucts would teach us another lesson,
The gift scems to be beyoud prayer, above
the exerciee of human (with, The disciples
were dirccted to tarfy in Jerusalew until
the Laptism of the Holy Ghost should come
upon themn, That time of waiting was to
prepare them for a gift of whieh they had
no proper coneeption. They did not pray
for the baptism of the Spirit. = Their
prayerfulvese, their urgeney ut the throne

| ol grace was bat the preparation to receive

whieh impelled the disciples forth iu |

the Lord's work so that their words be-
came irreristable, Awn  elewent in
whieh they might abide aud become
the efficient instruments of the Divive
operution iu saving men’s souls,

Sowe have supposed that the bap-
tism of the Holy Ghost was but the
first sheddiug forth of the Spirit after
our: Lord's ascension, and that it was
not to be sought for, or expected.after-
wards.

An instructive article ~on this sub.
ject by Dr. D. C. Eddy appears in the
last Baptist Quarterly. lle regards
all extiwordinary times of revival in
the church as the result of a baptism
of the Iluly Spirit, or when experi-
enced by an individual, the possessiou
of an unusual condition of spirituality
of wiud and devotiou of spirit prepar-

ing him or her for the accomplishing
of some great work,

After caliiug attention to & pumber
of revivils of religion in different
places aud the experience of wmany
- persons iu the Church's history, cases
of eutire consceration of men and
women to the work of Christ, he says :

Tucee different forms of the baplism all
have diflvent wanifestations, It it comes
io the first form, a8 it did on the day of
Pentccust, as it did in the times of Ed-
ward -, as it did in the history of W hitfield,
as8-it han in Ireland and Sweden, it-will
lead to exténsive revivals of religion, which
will sway whole communities and natious,
a8 Awmcricn at times has been swayed.

It it comes in the second form, it will
lead t) intens. Bille study, to. enlarged
eonceptions of the word of God, It will
lead t) the hierculean lubors of Calvin, to
the riech contributions of Fu ler, to the
thonghtlul, enruest, inepired expositions of
the Scripturce that oppose scepticisw, con-
found error, and Lonor God,

If it comenin the third form, it will lead
to immense efforts for the evangelization of
the world. 1t will originate vast plane for
the couversion of men. It will produce
Luthers, and Hebers, and Judsons, and
* Citreys, and will fluod the darkest nations
with the splendors of & new day.

It it cowe in the fourth form, it will lead
believing souls to desiré to depart and be

-with Christ, inspire those on whom it falls’

with » holy impaticace to leave this world

it; and when it cawe they were as strangcly
wrought upon us we should be at the pre-
sont time, if it should fall oo us. Christ
kuew what was to come ; aud his diree
tions were caleulated 1ather to put them
into a proper position to receive the blessing
than to induce them actively to reek the
gift. They were to tarry, to wait, to be
pussive until the gift purchased by Chriet
should be bestowed. It ‘was a blessing
mightier; graver than their prayers, sub
limer than their faith,

The baptism of the Holy Ghost in the
Reformation was not the result of any
anxious seeking, nor of any epecial prayer,
It was the gilt of Gud, above prayer, and
superior to faith. It was the gracious
movement of the infinite mind towards the
durkened nations of the earth, No man
sought it; no man prayéd forit; no man
belicved it would come. 1t rolled grandly
from the throne of Owmrnipotence ; it came
up from the sen of Lis exhoustiess grace ;
and Luther and his -fellow liborers passed
through the cloud snd through the sea,

The bLaptiem in the time of Edwards
was not the reeult of prayer, It came be-
fore the strong cries went up to God, Iv
was un unsought, unlooked for, and to some
extent unweleowe gift, Edwuards himselt
knew not the hour nor the visitation, 1lis
gr at mind stood still and saw the salvation
of God, - Hud the events of that season,

-the-wonders of -that —work been predicted,

none would bave becn more sceptical than
Le, whowm the *pirit used #s an Tstrument
in stirring the hearts of men, '

The revivals in our lund in 1858 were
not 80 much the result sa. the cause of
prayer. ‘The baptism came first, and
pushed us up to prayer. The country was
submerged in business and the cares of this
world. The church was cold and fuil.hleuu?
and while in this state the rushing wind
was heard, and men returned to duty, and
gave themselves to fustingand prayer.

lo Ireland the gracious baptism was the
cause rather than the result of prayer,—
God saw that green isle in want and woe;
and grace periormed the grent work which

gladdened the hearts of all Christians.

he grace, there m 'y |

True, there Liad been & preparation, as on.

the day of Pentecost. ** There had beeo a

gradusl and preceptible improsement in the
¢tate of religious thought in this district

for years,” says Mr. Dill, of Ballymere.
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“ By the good hand of God a _generation of
energetic and devoted ministers was raised
up, with many of whom the burden of their
prayers has ever been, ¢ O Lord, revive thy
work,’ " says Professor Gibson, the histori-
an of the revival, But that it was Godsent,

no one who has marked that revival can
doubt,

. And so, we think, it has ever been inall’

cases which we may denote as baptisms of
the Holy Ghost. They are of grace. They
originate in the sovereign purpose of God.
They are above praycer and beyond fuith,

But is it not proper to pray for th bap-
tism of the Holy Ghost? Yes; for the
spirit that leads us to pruiy for such a bless-
ing is the preparation necdful for its recep-
tion : while we much doubt whether he who
prays for the baptism of the S;irit is much
wiser in his prayers or has any more com .
prehension of what he seeke, than did
Peter, when on the Mount of Transfigura-
tion he said, ** Lord, it is good for us to
be here, and let us make three tahernwles,
one for thee, and one for Moses, and one
for Elias.”

That the church is always blessed to the
extent of her fuith and prayer there can he
no doubt, The ordifury means of grace
will always he productive of certain results,
Souls will be ¢ nverted, believers will be

sanctificd, amd God will be glorified without

the baptism of the lloly Ghost. That is
more than a conversion, more than a revi-
val, more than a growth in grace. Many
mistake the ordinary operacions of  the

Sprit for_the extraordinury manifestations

of the baptising They suppose they have

_the lutter when they are only enjoying the

former, The ordinary works of the Spirit
can nlways he obtained in answer to prayer;
but the baptism of the Holy Ghost cometh
when God listeth, generally when men do
not expect it, frequently when they do not
want it. It is an act of divine sovereignty,
n development of the holy purpose hidden
from ages and generations, but in due time
revealed unto the saints. It is the process
hy which God works unforscen changes in
the spiritual world, and is as different from
the ordinary workings of the Spirit. in the
conversion of men and in the sanctifiention of
believers, as the particular providenee that
scts up or casts down an emipire is-different

from the great law of cause and effect that

runs through the universe of God.

The ordinary manifestations of the
Spirit, quickening the chureh; convicting
sinners, and producing ordinary revivals,
are alwaye to be obtained in unswer to
prayer. They are the results of fuith,
prayer, and labof, the threefuld ngent,
But the baptism, though always to be
prayed for and sought, is not + Iwuys to be
secured. This esplains what often dis-
courages the Christian believer. IHe findw
certain blessings promised in answer to
prayer, certuin effects foretold as the result
of exertion, and he goesand prays for the
baptitm of the Spirit, for what is not pro-
mised ; and it does nut come. Not content
to gather the constant fruits of the Spirit,
he wants the cloven tongues, the rushing
wind, and the burning fire, and retirs
disheartened from the mercy sent be-
cause they are not granted. God has
never promised the baptism of the Spirit
in answer to prayer, any more than he has
prowmised miraculous powers in answer to
prayer.  And though a disposition to have
the gift, a yearning to receive it, and a
humble entreating for itare doubtless plias-
ing to G d, yet he does not always choose
to send it ; and when he does send it, it is
often in & way difforent from that in which
his people expeet it,. We may want it us
it hus been enjoyed in lreland, s it was
communicated on the day of Pentecost ;

but God may choose to give it us us he did

to Bunyan, to Judson, and to Payson,
This view ol the promise contained in
Acts i. 5 is beliéved to be reusonuble, phi-
losophical, and seriptural, comforting to the
believer, and Lonorable to God, It distin-
guishes between the ordinary and' the ex-
traordinary operations of the Third Person
of the Trinity, ketween that which wmny b

‘secured by the usual means of grace aund

that which God gives at his own election,
[t shows that while the miraculous exli.
bitions which attended the early hestow.
ment of the blessing huve been withdrawn,
the gilt itself remains to man, and in vari-
ous forme comes to work out his salvation
and do the willof God, Tt illustrates cer-
tain great princi: les fumiliar to ull'who are
accustomed to watch the waysof God with
us, snd puts ac rest the lears thut often
come when blessings long prayed for are
delayed, It carries us back to the feet of
God, lays us down there to learn and wait

in. patience for the test of all our bless-
in p: the mot dumu of all gifte, the
richest of all treasurcs, Tux Barrisx or
s Hory Usoer, e
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The-St. John, N, B. Runday School
Union intend holding a Grand Con-
vention in that city on the 7ih Sept.
next. KEvery Sunday School in New
Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and P. E
[slund is requested to send a Represen-
tative. _ Delegates are also expocted
from Outario, Quebec,and the Unired
States, The object of the Convention
i3 to promote a greater interest in
'Snndny Scheol labor, and to stimulate
those already engaged in the work to
more strenuous efforis and inereased
efficiency in seeking the spiritual wel-
fare of the youth of our land

Lt. Gov. Wilmot has consented to
preside over the Convention,

Circulars, with Certificates, for dele.-
gntes enclosed, have been sent to the
ministers of the several denominations
for the superintendents of Sunday
Schools. Any superintendent that may
have been overlooked will please ap-

ly to the Corresponding Secretary,

Ir. H. R. Smith, 8t. John, N. B. who
will supply them with ull information
onthe subject.

Delegates will be provided with ae.
comodation in the city duriig the sit.
ting of the Convention, and arrange.
ments will be made to pass them ovar
the different_routes of travel at half-
price. 55
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We have reccived a Circular of the
Colver Institute at Richwmoud, Virgiuia,
under the principalship of Rev. C. H.
Lorey, well knowr‘! to muny of our
brethren in these provivces, A few
brief sentences from this Circular will
shew the character and objects of the
[ustitution :

Tur Corver INstivure is one of ‘he
School, of the Awerican Baptist  Howe
Mirsion Society, for FRERDMEN, PREACHERS
AND OTHER PROMISING COLORKED DUPILS,

White nnd colored ehurches, or individ-
unls, in. Virginia, by sending ity dollars
to lro, Corky, umizrinmp-u. will he enti-
tled to send « student of their own ehoosing
A colored wan who earns and  hrings filty
dollars, will be admnitied, The filty dollars
barely pays for biead und ment.  Tuition
is free to students for the ministry,

More that seventy men have been in
attenidance during the last school year,
among whom are several « f the Richmond
pastors and other ordunined winisters:  De.
sides this, sn afte. noon class of 83 colored
watnen has been maintained,

There are young men in this school who
are prep ring for Missionary work in Abrica
and different Missionary Bocieties, both
South und Narth, have already wpplied (or
their services.  Oune of our st dents took o
prize of $25 entering the Freslhimun

T~ ON

class -of & Northern Uuiverrity, During
the summer and winter vacations, nearly
one thousand were gatheored into ehurchies

or converted through the labors ot the stud-
ents. :

The students have collected in Richmond
over 1000 for the vepniring ol the huilding,
They bhave anlso contributed about H500
wurth of voluntary luhor witer schoul hours,

The schoul huilding was lur many yenrs
the fashionuble Hotel of the eity, aund is
suid to have cost orginally one hundred
nnd ten thousand dollars, It was obtnined
hy us in 1870, and is owned free of  debg,
Its present value is variously estimated at
fromw thirty w Gty thousand dollars,  Bat
At is hadly out of repair. We sordly need
help to make it comlortable and attractive,

.. ext 10 the blessing of God, an endow-
ment is n cessary,

With the approval of the Executive
Board, and in pursunrce of the vote of the
Home Miseion Society, in annunl wmeeting
assemhled, we have undertuken to raise

$50.000 as u permanent Eodowment for
tie Colver Institute,

Moneyed offerings may he sent either to
Rev, Charles H. Corey, Richmond, Va, ;
Rev. A. P. Mason, D. D , 59 Washington
Street, Boston, Mass.,; Or, to the Treasurs
er of the Amerienn Baptist Home Mission
Suciety, No, 239 Broa Wuy. New York,

We are glad to seo by the list of
names in our lust issue, that the Prin.
cipal is expected to ba present at the
Convention at Yarmouth,

Rev. Dr. Cramp has intimated his

contribations to this excellent lustitu-
tion.

- - -

The New York riot still forms a
a staple for newspaper discussion, both
in the United States ond in these
—eastern portions of the Awerican con.
tinent. The principles which were
brought out so prominently by that
event, are of highest womeunt in every
community in Christendom, -Whether
a party of one ccummunion shall be
allowed to dictute to the authorities,
and prevent the assembling of peace-
able citizens of another faith, is & ques-
tiou that strikes st the very heart of
civil and religious liberty, 'xl’lmre nay
bx doubt as to the propriety of large
bollies of people who stand in & state
of antagovism to other bodies appear-
ing in very large processions ....3 ex-

of bo

bibfﬁm themselves and their insiguia
lity. Protection,bowever, must

CONVENTION AT ST, JONN, N. 8.

willingness to receive and forward any

be given to all peaceful citizens, op
government fails to excreise its propey
functions. 8o #00n as_ the authorities
tnke upon tl.emselves to decide whey
societies shall be permitted to walk in
prosessions and who shall be denjeg
that liberty, then farowell to fide ip.
stitutions. " The ballot-box beconies g

mockery, and the people will be ripep.

ing for an open war of races and of
orevds. Orangemen may to-day be
the objects of hate, but to morrow
some other party might be placed un.
der the ban of the rulers, und would
have to feel their iron heel"of oppres.
sion,

In the discussion of this question
those who advise that restrictions he
placed on the permi sion to walk in
processions will find it a pretty diffie
eult tusk to distinguish between politi-
cal, benevolent anud religious societies,
[n some countries it 18 Orangemen
that stir the hate of their rivals, bug
i others it may be a funeral nrocession
or & religious assembly. We regard
all attempts to restrict the people’s
libarties as - insulting to the parties
supposed to be making a requess
for such restrictirns, leading to the
supposition that their turbulénce can-
not be restrained when they see men
united together in opposition to their
faith, Just imagine for a.moment the
authorities in” Halifax forbidding the
Benevolent Irish Society from parading
the streets lest they should incite the
Protestaut portion of the community to
a breach of the peace | Would it not
be a tliir on the Protestant faith, and
enough to make peaceable citizens blush
for the governing bodies who would so
regard the members of that faith?  No,
we would say let wmen of all countries
or ereeds enjoy the liherty to appear
in any position they ¢hoose, provided
they do not iuterfere with public order
and the liberties of the people ; and-if
Irishmen; Kuglishmen, or Scotghmen,
Protestauts or Catholics interfore with
them, let them feel the strong arm of
authority luid on them,and suffer the
utmost rigors ofithie luw,untjl they learn
to be peaceabls law-ubidivg subjects.

We hope- that our contemporaries
will be unwilling further to udvooate
the giving up a particle of the genuine
liritish_freedom we «¢njoy, aud for
which so much of treasure and blood
Las been expeuded.

. - R

In. eur notice of the Baronetey con-
ferred on Hugh Allan of Mountreal we
fell into the sume error as the tele-
grami:t who sent on the informution
urd our coutemporaries generally, and
said ** The title couferred is Baron
Allon of Ravenscrag.” An [uoglish
geutleman of our wequaiitance has
called us to account for our inadver.
tence, and tells us ** As an Koglish-
mun you ought to have understood it
tis titde is not Baron Allan, but Sir
Huga Allan, Baronet.,” We sit cor-
rected.  Ilis title does not give Lim »
place in the peerage.

— ¢ W—

If variety is the spice of life much
more s it that of & newspaper, At the
beginning of a week when seeing how
mwany miuds have been employed upon
the contents of one issuc we often
wonder whera the materiul for the next
is to be found., We soon find that the
sources are still open, and, like the
streams in the natural world, the men-
tal supply continues and increases
rather than diminishes in its demand
for spacé in which to flow, The Cor-
respondense on our fifth page this
week, is on a variety of subjects, und

‘will doubtless cull forth a vuriety of

expressions of opinion. That on
*“I'he Number of the Beast,” will
doubtless obtain some atteution. It
is & subject on which a great diversity
of opinion is held, and we shull vot
attempt to discuss it with the writer.

The others are of a wore practical

character, and will be read with more
or less iuterest as the parties ure con-
cerned in them. We trust our readers

‘will enjoy the repast.
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Our thanks are due to Rev. John
Munro of “Wallace, for a copy of his
pamphlet on *the circulation of the
Pure Word of God" advertized in
another column, addressed to the Presi-
dent, and manngers of the Nova Scotia
Auxilliary Bible Bociety, This is the
result of & discussion between Mr.

Russell, the agent of the Society and

Rev. Mr. Muoro, respecting the cir-
culation of Roman Catholic Versiond

of the Scriptures in Fruuce aud other

Kuropean countries, Iv wouald sppear
that io many cases greuter effort has
been made to put them into circuls-
tiou than Protestant versions,

We should be glad if the Society
could come with
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