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THE WORDS OF JESUS. 

SynpaY, JANUARY 15TH, : 1871. 

Living Water.— -John iv. 5-15. 

As a large number of our readers are 

either Sabbath School Teachers, or Parents
 

desirous of giving their children the best 

training they can in “the Holy Scriptures, 

we propose to give them a portion - mor
e 

or less each week—of what we find in The 

Baptist Teacher on ** the Words of Jesus.” 

GoupeN Text.—** Give me this water.” 

aie WA: 
oO 

SCRIPTURE SELECTIONS. — Gen. xxiv; 2 

Kings avii: 24-41 ; Isa. lv; John iv. 1-24. 

Give some account of Samaria, and of 

Sychar, vs. 5. Point them out on a map 

of Palestine. From Gen. xxxiii. 18-20 ; 

Joshua xxiv. 32; tell some facts shoot 

‘¢ the parcel of g ground * pamed in vs. J. 

From Bible Dictionaries, or Travels in 

Palestine, tell something about ** Jacob's 

well.” - What hour, as wé count time, is 

meant in vs. 6? Why did the Jews have 

no dealings with the Samaritans, as vs. 9 

tells ? 

What is said of Jesus in vs. 67 What 

of the woman in vs. 77. What of tte 

disciples in vs. 8? Why did Jesus make 

the request” in ve. ig Why the reply of 
ve. 9? : 

What is meant in ve. 10 hy ‘the gift 

of God”? What sort of water is called 

‘living "9 Solomon's Song iv. 15; Gen, 

xxvi. 19. Of what did the woman suppose 

Josus syoke ?. Ves. 11,12. Whatis weant 

So water,” op. waters,” in Isa. xii, 3 ; 

lv. 1; Jer. ii. 13; Zech. xiv. 8? What is 

meant by ¢ living water,” in John vii. 

38,39. Wlat does it mean in va. 10 of our 
lesson ? -- 

‘State each thing said about this water 

in vs. 14. [Explain each. Have you drank 
of this water? If 80, name some blessings 

that you may espect. If not, what must 

become of yo&?_. What was the woman's 
reply to Christ's offer? Vs. 15. What is 

yours? 

"SUMMARY. —The Holy Spirit in our hearts 
is as an cver-flow ng well, which quenches 
all our thirst, and that forever. 

Axavysis.—I. The Rest at the Well. — 

1. Places. Vs. 5, 6. 2. Hours. 

3. Parties. Vss. 6-8. 4. Customs, water 

drawing, giving drink, * no dealings,” ete. 
Ves. 7,9, 15. 

II. The Lesson at the Well.—1. Sub. 

ject matter. See title ; also vss. 10, 13, 
14. 2. Treatment. " Introduced skilfully 

Vs. 7. Applied pointedly. Vs. 10. 
Pressed strongly. Vss. 13,14. 3. Result 
Vs. 15. 

ExrosiTioN.— Samaria —-The middle pro. 

vince of Palestine. The most direct road 

from Judea ¢ sv was through this 

province, by Jacob's well, thence north- 
castward through the valleys to the plain 
of Jezreel. 

Sychar."—- Called also Shechem, and 
Sychem, is now called Nablus. 

Jacob's well. —1t lies at the mouth of the 

valley, near its south side, just at the base 
of Mount Gerizim. It 1s distant from the 
city about thirty minutes’ walk. Nine 
feet is the diameter, and Dr. Osborn gives 

its depth by careful measurement as eighty- 
three feet, six inches. 

The sixth hour.—** The Jews, as well as 

the Grecks and Romans, divided the work- 
ing day, between sunrise and sunset, into 
twelve hours, which of course varied with 

the length of the day at different seasons. 

The gift of God.—Qur Saviour is a gift 
of God, John iii. 16. So the Holy Spirit, 
Luke xi. 13. So is eternal life, Rom, vi. 

23. So are all good things, James i. 17. 

Living water.—The woman replies as 

though this term was familiar, and as 

though, had ho only the means to use that 
well, he could furnish such water. Vs. 

11. The expression meant running water. 
‘ The water of springs and rivers would 
be called /iving ; that of cisterns and pools, 

dead, because motionless.” 

Recite—Seriptare Catechism, 170, 171. 

ANSWER TO BIBLE SCENES, 

No. xu. 

The * New Year's day Picture ” is found 
in Genesis viii. 13. In the year of the 
world 601, on the first day of the first 
mouth, the waters of the flood were dricd 
off the earth. Noah who with his family 
had heen shut up in the ark with the 
‘beasts and birds, and. creeping things for 
‘nearly a year, had waited seven days after 
the dove had come back with an olive-leaf 
‘in its mouth, and bad then sent forth the 
dove again. 
‘removed the covering, sediomial atporer 

Be rs ATE st, ng op res 

Vs. 6.1 

As it did not’ return he DOW, 

| Droipeck A new world with God for his 

friend and protector’ 
- ——-——ab 

SCRIPTURE ENIGM., 

No. wvir. 

Find the six names and the texts here 

referred to ; and say which of the Judges is 

intended. 

1. A man who killed himself while de- 

stroying his enemies. 

2. A young man, who ws willing to die 

rather than do wrong. 

3. The son of the sister of Barnabas: 

4. A place where some men were slain 

in a remarkable manner. 

5. One of the leaders of the children of 

Israel. 

6. A scet whose doctrine and Jratice 

God hated. 

The initials, and the finals reversed, of 

the names here described, alike form the 

name of one of the judges of Isracl. 
ab sais 

THE BEST NEW YEAR’S GIFT. 

CHAPTER II. 

The villagers had great confidence in the 

wisdom of Ernest Wietzell ; he had been 

their burgemaster for nearly twenty years, 

but was still inthe vigour of life—people 

did not fide early in the fresh keen forest 

air. No man took greater interest in their 

new year's custom ; such things are dear 

to the hearts of Germans, and they were 

more so in thie old times han now. More- 

over, Erpest bad children of. his 

own to divide the gilts among ; and he al- 

ways led the eriediion up the Gralensberg 

and down again; 

seven 

to the great peace and 

satisfaction of those who remained in toe 

village, for no mischance bad ever happened 

under his leadership, and they 

that none ever would. 

believed 

Groschenmark and 

the rest of the world were approaching an 

other New Year by this time—a "very old 

year it is in our present reckoning, for it 
saw King Henry Eighth on the throne of 

England, and things in every nation dif 
ferent from what they are now, and to us 

it is known as the year 1522. 

+¢ Shall we go up the Grafensberg. -: 
Keep up the old custom, burgomaster ?'’ 

said the frightened villagers. 
«* That we shall, if Providence permit,” 

answeréd Wietzel, ** and I'll go with you, 
neighbours, to hear the clock of the Wart- 

burg strike the bour as our forefathers 
heard it many a generation ago; I'll war- 
rant the great bell has not lost its pawer of 

ringing over the mountains. If we find 

no gifts, neighbours, never trouble your- 

selves about that. Every man of sense 
among you knows that it was our good 

Elector-and his ancestors who always re- 
membered our village children ; if he bas 
come to the Wartburg, I duubt not he will 

remember them this time also ; the learned 

men and nobles call bim’ the Wise, and 

wise men always consider the young.” 

So everything was arranged as usual at 
the fall of night on the thirty-first of 
December. 

It was clear cold weather; the streams 

of the valley were all frozen, and the vil- 

lagers knew that the mountain side would 
be slippery with ice; but the keen frost 
accompanied by a breathless’ calm and a 
bright full moon ; and all the quaint old 

wooden houses of  Groschenmark, with 

their pointed gables and roofs of thateh, 
shone in the glare of great bonfires ; lighted 
on every ccnvenient spot to cheer those 

who went and those who staid behind. 
All the aged people and all the village 
children turned oui to see Ernest” Wietzel 
and his blithe company, with a moving 
illumination of blazing torch and lighted 

lantern, merch up the Grafensberg to meet 
the New Year. .It wes a ‘singular and 
striking sight to see the lights and figures 
troop up the wintery heights where the 
ice-covered rocks and pines gave back a 
thousand brilliant reflections. 

people uttered short prayers for their safe 
return, and then retired into their own 
cottages ; the children stood and watched 

them till the last light was lost to their view, 
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convigtion impressed on their minds by the 
current tales, that there would be no gifts 
to divide next morning. The ‘said tales 
made oldand young in the village houses more 
anxious and fearful than they had been in 
many a night of the kind ; the hours of 
absence never seemed so long to them. 
But their measured candles bad not buraed 
out so far as usual, when the sound of 
the buglehoras ‘came ringfog down the 
mountain-side, and all rushed out to see 

| Beotat Wiese) dod bis company Sdbining, | Hhé 
every one ;safe pnd well. . They: had no 
pannier with them, the children nw that, 

The old” 

and then went home with the melancholy | 

but the burgomaster held in- his hand a 

small parcel, and read from its cover in a 

voice which al could bear, ** A New 

Year's Gift for the Children of Fan 

mark." 
«"What is,it? did you find it in ‘the 

old place cried all the stayers at homie 

in one breath. 

¢« Neighbours, 1 know not what it is, 

and I did not find it in the old place, as 

all my comp: any | here can vouch ; there 

was nothing ; but ‘when we had heard the 

Year and prayed for a blessing on it, a8 

reasonable men shou'd, we saw a stranger 

coming towards us. His face was so hidden 

by his cap ani mantle that we saw it not, 

and as we stood wondering he came up to 

me, put this parcel in my band and sail, 

« Ernest Wietzel, take this safe to those 

to whom it is sent,” and turniog quickly 

from me, he hastened down the mountain 

path that leads to Wartburg. 

+ Open it, burgomaster, open it,’ cried 

the children, crowing round him. The 

burgomaster pened it accordingly. and a 

murmur of astonishment ran through the 

rustic assembly, for the parcel contained 

nothing but a plain volume, leather-bound 

and largely printed, as books were then. 

But Ernest Wietzel, the only man among 

“thems who could read, when he cast his 

cyes on the first page, lifted them up with 

a look of fervent thanksgiving and said, 

«God be praised! Neighbours,” he con- 
tinued, *¢ this is the best new year's gift 

that ever was sent to the children in Gros- 

chenmark or anywhere elte—it is the New 

Testament of our Lord and Saviour, trans- 

lated by Doctor Martin Luther for the first 

time into the vulgar tongue -of Germany, 

and published at Wittenburg. Neigh- 

bours, this is the gospel which the Wit- 

tenburg men teach and preach. It will 

not turn the world vpside down, nor alter 

our old laws and customs that have no evil 

in them ; but it will alter the darkness 

and ignorance in which we have lived to 

light and knowledge, the knowledge of the 

way. to eternal life, and the truth which 
will make us free from the inventions and 

commandments of men. Let your children 

come to my cottage every evening ‘when 

work is done, and come one : Twill 
read the good news of this book to you 

and to them, and never Cid young or old 
hear such news before.” : 

In these days, when Bibles and books 

of all.sorts are to be seen everywhere and 

almost in every hand, we can form but a 

faint idea of what the first translation of 

the Scriptures into their native language 

must have been to che people of every 

land. Till then the gospel was almost un- 

known in this village, as in all the rest of 

Europe. The Bible, being in Greek and 

Latin, was known only to thote who had 

studied at the universities, or to a few of 

the highest rank who were able or inclined 

to get a similar education from learned tu- 

tors. ~ It was not only the beét but the first 
book with which the mass of the people got 

acquainted, and the joy with which it was 

received in town and village in those long 
passed times, which it is well to think of 
now and then for the lesson they teach re- 
garling our own privileges and how to 
value them, can scarcely be understood hy 
our generation. The Groschenmark peo- 
ple still keep in their church, which was 
built about the end of the sixteenth cen- 

tury, that plain and ancient volume given 
to the burgomaster on the summit of the 

Grafensberg. The German, .into which 
it was translated by Martin Luther while 
concealed from his enemies in the mour- 
tain castle of Wartburg, by the prudence 
of the friendly elector, known to history 
as Frederic the wise, is not now intelligible 

to living readers, so much has the language 
altered in the progress ol ages. 

Neither has it ever been discovered who 
was the stranger that met Ernest Wietzel 
on the summit of the Grafensburg. Some 
inquirers have concluded that it was the 
elector Frederic, some that it was Lis agent 
and confidant, Spalatin, and some, that it 
was Martin Luther himself, who sent the 
children of Groschenmark that best New 
Year's Gift. 
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VERDICT OF A JURY OF BOYS. 

When Dr. Nathaniel Prentice taught a 
public school in Roxbury he was very much 
of a favorite, but his patience at times 
would get nearly exhausted by the infrac- 
tion of echool rules by the scliolurs. On 
one occasion, in a rather wrathy ~way, he 
threatened to punish, with six Blows of a 
pr ferule, the first boy detected in whis- | 

, and appointed some as detectors. 

castle clock strike, and welcomed the New | «I wish I enuld avoid it, but 1 cannot 

‘without a forfeiture of my word, and a 

conrequent loss of my authority. I will 

1D. The doctor 

Saviour ; God is with me : I want.no more," 

ly afer, DO Vl SN wt 

Joh was called up, and asked if it was 

a fact. (John, Ly the way, was a favorite, 

both of the teacher and his schoolmates.) 

« Yes,” answered: John + T was not 

aware what [ was about. 1 was intent on 

working out a sum, and requested the one 

who sat next to reach me the arithmetic 

that contained the rule I wished to see.” 

The doctor regretted his hasty tbreat, 

bat told John he could not suffer him to 

whisper afd escape the punishment, and 

continued : 

leave it,” continued he, *‘to any three 

scholars you may choose, to say whether 

or not 1'ghallgemit the punishment.” 

John said he would agree to that, and 

‘immediately called out G. 8, T. D., D. P. 

told them to return a 

verdict ; this they soon did, after a c.nsul- 

tation, as follows: | 

¢¢ The master’s word must be kept in- 

violate. John must receive the threatened 

punishment of six blows of the ferule ; but 

it must be inflicted on volunteer proxies, 

and we, the arbitrator, will a the 

punishment by receiving, each of ue, two 

of the blows.” : 

John, who had listened to the verdict, 

steps up to the doctor, and with out- 

stretch hand exclaims,— 

¢« Master, bere is my hand ; they sha’n’t 

be struck a blow ; I will receive the punish- 

ment” 

The doctor, under pretence i wiping his 

face, shielded his "eyes, and telling the 

boys to go to their - seat, and he wauld 

think.of it. I believe he did think of it 
to his dying day, but the punishment was 

never inflicted.— Bright-8ide. 

THE DYING SOLDIER. 

‘“ Put me down,’ said a wounded Prus- 

gian at Sedan te his comrades who were 

carrying him ; ‘“-put me down, do not take 
the trouble to carry me any further; 

dying.” 

They put him down and returned to the 
field. A few minutesafter an officer saw the 

man weltering in his blood, and eid to him, 

“ Can T do anything for you?" 
** Nothing, thank you.” 

** Shall I get you a little water?” said 
the kind-hearted officer. 

*¢ No, thank you, I am dying.” 
“Is there nothing I can do for you? 

Shall T write to your friends?’ 

“1 bave no friends that you can write 

to. But there is one thing for whieh I 
would be'mauch obliged. In my knapsack 

you Will find a Testament; will you open 
it at the fourteenth chapter of John, and 

near the end of the chapter you will find a 

verse that begins with * Peace.’ 
reed it?" 

The officer did so, and read the words 

“ Peace I leave with you, My peace I give 
unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, 
neither let it be afraid.” 
“ Thank you, sir,’ 

[am 

J 

Will you 

' said the dying man. 
*“1 have that peace; I am going to that 

These were his last words, and his gpirit 

ascended to be with Him he loved. 
re  C—— 

A. Princess's LerTer:—A Tours cor- 
respondent gives the following bit of 
gossip :—A few days ago, in the depart- 
ment of Yonne, the peasantry - captured a 
post cart of the Prussian army in which 
were “some thousands o' letters from the 
men and officers of the different corps be-¥ 

fore Paris. These have been «11 sent to 
Tours, where a vrumber of clerks and 
others acquainted with German have been 
busy interpreting them for some days. 
Amongst other letters in the hays, was one 
from Princess Alice of England, to Prince 
Louis of Hesse, her husband, who is 
serving with the 9th corps of the German 
army,—in which, if I am not. mistaken, 
he commands « division. The letter is 
such as 55. Ente women might address 
to ber husband, and encloses a note from 
Princess Alice's Caughter, | thanking her 
papa fora doll he had sent her from France, 
and asking him to return as quick'y as he 
can. In other wars and other times, such 
a letter would, as it ought now, have been 
sent to Lord Lyons for tranemission to the 
Prince to. whom it yaa nddtageed but the 
resent campaign is, 1 fear, to ea 
ie for any his act of ocr 4c dfs to 
find  vour with thuse who are in authori. 
Ly. She is something very re.olting in 
the idea ivater letters of individuals 
being handed bout and commented u 
by by clplogec. and still more in the 

the wives or relatives 
odin, Rs a 

+4 origin 

tains, its valleys, its” sea basins. 

Scientific, &c., 
“THE DAWN OF ANIMAL LIFE 

ON OUR PLANET.” 

Principal Dawson's Lecture. 

Many of our readers are somewhat ac- 

quainted with Dr. Dawson, Principal of 

McGill College, Montreal. We hold him 

in high esteem for the service he rendered 

to the cause of education in this his native 
province, as well as for his talents ard 

scientific researches, 

It is gratifying to find bim still pursuing 

a course which commands the admiration 

and respect of the first men of the Domin- 
ion, and sheds lustre on the place in which 

he #pent his early life. The following re- 

port of his recent lecture is from the Globe. 
[he lecture was delivered in the Music 

Hall at Toronto in aid of the Building 

Fund of the Young Men's Christian Ag- 
sociation : 

Prof. WiLson, President of the Associa- 
tion, occupied the chair, and introducing 

the Lecturer, spoke of him as a gentlemen 
enjoying a European as well as an Awmeri- 

can reputation among scientific men, and 

onc who found no disagreement between 

the Word and the works of the Creator. 

Principal Dawson then proceeded with 
his lecture, which was of a popular charae- 

ter, free from unnecessary technicalities, 

and exceedingly interesting and iostruc- 

tive. The subject of the lecture was s‘ated 

to stand in_ relation to two classes of facts 
— those of geological chronology, and those 
of zowlagical classification. When did the 
first anima & appear, and what maaner of 

animals were they? Geology, perhaps 
more than any other science, gives us as- 

surance a8 to all things'having had a begin- 
ning. It traces back all our existing ani- 

mals and plants to periods when they were 
not. It shows us that they had predeces- 
sos, and these had others, in long succes- 
sion ; and as we go backward in geological 
time the animal and vegetable types de- 
crease in number and complexity, so as to 
ghow us that we are approaching to the 

of the whole. Farther, geology 
shows us the origin even of the great 
physical features of the earth, its moun- 

They all 
have in its ages their dates of origin. How 
i8 it, then, that we are sometimes told 

4 that geology sees *‘ no indications of a 
beginning, no prospect of an end?” How 
is it that there are ** Uniformitarians ” in 
geology ? * The question deserves consider- 
ation, because the answer will serve to 
show the true position of geological science. 
(1.) We find that throughout the entire 
lapse of geological time there has been. ab- 
solute  uuiformity in the great laws of 
physical nature. Yet this by no mcans 
implics that there has not been progress 
and development under the operation of 
these laws. (2.) Geology does not possess 
facts which enable it to reach the actual 
beginning of things. 

history far back ; yct we know not how 
much farther back it actually exter(ds. 
We can see that course after course ef the 
building has been laid in succession ; but 
we have not yet seen the foundation stones, 
stil' less the quarry out of which they 
were dug. Thus in geology uniformity is 

reconciled with progress, a great, and to 
us almost endless, series of formations, 
with the necessary inference that there 
must have been a beginning of the series. 
Our inquiry 48 fo the origin of life takes 
us back to the oldest rocks that we know 
— those bard old metamorphosed Lauren 
tinn beds which extend along the whole 
north of Canada from Labrador to Lake 
Superior, and are the oldest, not only of 
Awerica, but of the world. These rocks, 

long called Azoic, we now call Eozoic, as 
having—in 80 far as we at present know 
—witnessed the dawn of life. At the time 
when they were formed our present conti- 
nents did not exist, the whole space which 
they now occupy being covered with the 
sea. There must, however, already have 

been banks or lands clevated sufficiently to 

he undergoing waste to form the Laurentian 
sediments. © These were, no doubt; de- 

| posited as crdinary sands and muds, with 
beds of limestone and coaly, matter ; but 
they have since been baked, hardened and 

| crystallized. These beds have been ex- 
tensively bent and fragtared, and immense 
quantities of their less, durable material 

poy ' has been retoved to constitate the suecved- 
ng beds of our continents. 
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