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[aurentiun or Eozoic rocks are the oldest
of this kiud thag we yet krow. The
earlier history of our planct is a matter of
inference or conjecture. We may suppose
an earlier time. when there was & univer-
galocean ; still earlier when all the waters
and.other Vuhlllb matters on the carth
constituted a vast vaporous atmosphere
around a molten planet ; or still earlier,
when the solid rocks themselves were in
the state of vapour, and the earth was but

a part of a huge nebulous mass, represent-
ing tho solar system, But in those con-
ditions the earth was *¢ formless and void,”
destitute of the arrangements of its presunt
state, and without any living inhabitant,
Still. it mustnot be denied that there may
possibly be aqueous rocks older than the
Laurentian which may yet remain to be dix-
covercd, and that these rocks may retain
traces of life. The Laurentian is.separated
from the modern period by a long series of
geological ages, grouped by geologists under
thc so.vual heads of Palaeozoic, Mesuzvic,
and Cainozoic. In the rocks representing
.these ages the progress of discovery has
gradaally extended farther backward the
evidences of life. It -is only within the
memory of liv.ng wen that the Silurian and
Cambrian, the twe oldest members of the
Palaeozoic period, baving yielded adequate
information us to the- swarms of humble
marine animals that tenanted the carth in
these times, and the. discovery of remains
of living things in the Laurentinn is still
more recent.  As to the existence of life in

: Tf""sno.Lduru{ti.m it was not 1111 1853 that any

positive fact wus obtained. ln that year,
Sir William Logan received from M. Me-
Mullen, one of his collcetors, SUIGEUrious
forms collected by him at the Grand Calu-
met, and in comparing these with shnilar
prCiUlLlh previvusly collected by Dr. Wil-
son, of Peith, concluded that t.xu,y were
probably fossils. Sir  William unup.ued
them with the somewhat analogous lam -
nated forms of the Silurian known as Siro-
malopbra. thuugif from the first their gtruc
ture suggested the idea that they belunged
to the Protozoa or simplest furms of animal
life, ruther than to the corals. Ia 1838 Sir
Williaw exhibited these specimens at the
meeting of the American Assuciation, and
they were figured and noticed in his report
of 18638 In 1865, additional epecimens
naving been obtained at Grenville, sections
were made at the request of the lecturer,
and submitted to him for microscopic ex-
amination. In the first slice examined, he
recognized the characteristic canal system
of the shells of the humble ¢: eatures known
as Foraminifera ; and large suites of specei-
mens having been preparcd for tie mieros-
cope, the evidences 80 accumulated as to
reunder ‘it certain that the curivus furws,
which had been previously ounly supposed
to be foesils, were really organic, and toing
dicate the section of the animal kingdom
The lecturer then
described the Eozoon Canadeuse, with the
aid of drawings and specimens, and showed
that its skeleton consisted of a scrics ol
layers-of- carbonate of lime, with interven-
ing spaces or chambers, now filled with
mineral matters, which must bhave been
occupied by the soft gelatinous budy of the
aniwal, and with minute pores penetrating
the calecareous shell, through which, like
wodern animals of similar structure, it no

‘doubt estended elender thread-liko organs

by which it could secure its food.

In conclusion, he referred to the wonder-
(ul evidence of plan and progress shown in
the geological history of animal life from
Fozoon to man, He flurther inguired
whether this, in 80 far as Eozoon 8 con-
cerued, gave any vountenance to the doc
trine of evolution, as distinet from some
higher creative law. That it did not he
showed from & eomparison of Eogovn with
the creatures ncxt in succession, in the
Cambrian or Prierdial, and also with the
succession of the. Foraminifera fiow the
Eozpic to the present time. He showed
that the evidence, as far as it goes, is in
fuvour of the introduetion of each specifie
type in its best aad highest forms; and its
subsequent te‘;ola*ement in wholé ur in part
by other types not derived [r . it hy pa-
tural eelection or otherwise, but introduc-
ed by some higher creative process, at pre-
sent unknowa ¢ us, except geaerally as a’

_manifcstation of the power of the Creator.

Whether science will ever enahie 08 at any

’futum time o reduce this process to a cre-
| ative law or'to wny com™ination ol sueh |

stition, it is the handmaid of true scriptur-
al christiavity; that God’s works are in
harmony with his Word, and that the en-
lightened Christian can magnify God's
works which men behold, as well as pro-
claim his free salvation -offered -to fallen

man. Christian young men should, be first

in the business ofdife, as well as in re-
ligion ; and it belongs'to th m in this age
to show that science and the habits of
thought produced by ite culture are favour-
able to the production of the highest type
of Christian dgctrine and charact.r.

Mr. A. T. McCorop moved, seconded by
Dr. ( ARLYLE, a Vote of thanks to the lec-
turer, which was carried unanimously.

Dr. Dawson said he considered it a pri-
vilege to be abie to lay his investigrtions
before them, and he would be happy if
anything he had said should tend to direct
the attention of young men to the investi-
gation of such suljects, . In Montreal, they
had a similar Association to the one for
which he was lecturing, and they were at
prescnt engaged in a similar work, name'y,
endeavouring to erect a building for the
admirable purposes of the Association.
From long observation of their working,
he had become fully convinced thit such
as8 iciations were of.essential importance to
the welfare of the Christian Church at the
present stage of the world’s history.
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LETTER FROM ROME.

The Pope is no longer the Pontifix Max:-
mus, the king of kings and the lord of lords.
Should the present bead of the Catholic
Church have a suecessor, it will be needful
to change ' somewhat, if not entirely, the
following formuls, which has been hitherto
used at the coronation of the Popes:  Ac-
cipe tiarum tribus coronis ornatum, et gcias
tu esse patrem principum et regum, recto-
rem orbis, in terra vicarium salvatoris nostri

Jesu Christi, cui est honor et gloria in se-

culorum.” (Receive this priestly mitre,
this triple crown, and hold thyself o be
the head over princes and kings, the ruler
of the world, and the earthly vicar of our
Saviour Jesus Christ, to whom beé honor
and glory forever.) Pope Pius IX, far
from being the rectorem orbis, is a self-con-
stituted prisoner at the Vatican, where he
meditates the admonition chanted by the

procession passing before his throne oun the

szt gloria mundi.’

be time is past when kings and emper-
ors considered themselves as the mere vas-
sals of the Pope, and held the stirrup for
his Holiness to mount his white palfrey.~
Their deference and ahject submission were
worthy of the dark middle ages. Louis
the Pious could not belicve his election to
the throne of France ratified till he bad re-

day of his wmnatlon, “ Pater sancle, sic

ceived the crown from the Pope. [Lothaire

I1. did not deem it beneath his dignity to

receive in fief from Innocent I11. (a.p. 1130),

as vassal of the Holy See, the lands be-
queathed by Matilda. Frederick II. had to
comply with the preseription of etiquette
requiring him to act as footman to Pope
Adrian IV. This disgraceful castom lasted
till 1508, when Maximilian set itaside, and
boldly opened a new era by styling himself
Romanus Imperator Electus. without ask-
ing sactions or travelling to petition for a
crown. The English Breakspear, Pope
Adrian IV, was obliged to yield.to the Ger-
man Barossa, when required by irritated
mnjesty to cancel a pictorial assertion of
Phpal claims in the Lateran palace, the
scandalous picture, ordered by himself, in
which was represented the Fimperor- Lo-
thaire IL. in" the posture of a vassal at the
feet of Pope Innocent II, and underneath
this picture, to ‘leave no doubt thereupon,
two Latin verses, signifying that this Em-
peror, in receiving the imperial crown from
the Pope} became his hAomo end his vassal,
All this is changed, and the would-be
Sapreme Pontiff mourns over the departed
glory of the Holy Sce. And yet, were
there any intringic power in Papacy,
should not the Pope rather rejoice not to be
obliged to lean upon the secular arm of the
governments of Europe? If, as Belarmino
mrm the tempoml sovereignty deérives,
[ not from divine right, but from the dona-
tion of pnnc«uhd prescription foanded on
long possession ; if it be, as some Catholics

pretend, ammtbtmd.djunabthq
spiricual supremacy of the Popes, in no

way bound up with the systew of their gov-

ernment over tbc Church, or any principle

laws, must remain for the prosent r.# of 'doctfine pruposed to the acce
e faithiul,— then wb: should mx
ﬂﬁm ht)-:
depended su

tain.

tn-mm the lecturer urged upon

Christian young men the duty of mental
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torical fact? Tt is well known that t.he
means taken to restore Pius IX; and the
policy followed out to sustain his throne in
recent years, had redounded with injury,
not only - to the principle of loyalty, but
that of religion, in the hearts of his sub-
jects, to an extent that only long residence
among them could enable one toappreciate.
The embittered fecling against his rule,
-enhanced, no doubt, by the reaction of dis-
appointment, after the hopes and enthur iasm
of othcr ycars, used, be'gre the entry of the
Italian troops, “to express iteelf in every
form, in almost every announcement, when
at liberty to declare itzelf ; it pervaded the
literature of the last years, the political
pamphlets, the daily press, the local history:
had insinuated itself into the romance, and
was declaimed on the stage ; its most indig-
nant expression had preceeded from writers
of the highest standing and well-knpwn
antecedents, as may be perceived in the last
work of Gioberti and the eloquent protests
of Temasco, in his work eutitled Rome et le
Monde. Nothing had proved more difficalt
to the Pontifical government than the or-
ganization of a native army, the imperfect
success of the efforts directed at which had
shown the impossibility of inspiring zeal
for the service that tended to becoygeodious
as a means for the suppression of revolt.—
So reluctant were the Romans to take the
swor] imdefence of the Pope, that he had
to call to his=aid foreign mercenarics and
the strong walls surrounding the Vatican
give abundant evidence that he had more
confidence in brick and mortar than ip the
affection of his leloved and devoted rubjects.
But now all is changed. ' Rome is once
more mistréds of her destinies. Her in-
habitants, so dong the abject slaves of a
detested government, are in the enjeyment
of liberty, and show their det ‘rmination to
pres"ve this precious boon by organizing
forty batallions of national guards, who
will, if necessary, help the Ttalian troops
in repelling any attempt that might be made
by the foreign Catholic powers to re-enslave
Rome. The inscription‘one meets at every
step, Vogliamo I'annesione al regno costi-
tuzionale di Vittorio Emanuele, attests the
will of the Romans to,rcmain under the
benignant rule of the Re Galantu omo.
But of what avail would be political and
social liberty without its necessary conse-
quence and indispensable auxiliary, freedom
of conscience? This' precious right, per-
sistently denied us by the tyranmieal gov-
ernment of the Pope, is guaranteed to all
by the Statuto Ialiano, which is now in
force throughout the Pontifcal States.—

last stronghold of intolerance is accessible
‘to the heralds of. tx'utle. A Bible stand has
been opened on the Corso, the most fre-
quented thoroughfare of the city. We
have opencd two meetings, where the Itali-
ans come to hear about ‘¢ the faith once de-
livered to the sants,” and listen. to t'e
exposition, in their own language of the
epistle addressed to their ancestors by the
great apostle. Our meetings are held in
Via della Croie and Via del Campidoglio.—

prisons, and the magnificent ruins of the
Ronfan Forum. Weexpect to open another
meeting in the vicinity of the Leonine City,
and will thus beard the lion in his very den.
I have with me, as fellow laborers, one
evang' list and two cclportenrs, a.x.d am en-
gaged in distributing thirty thousand por-
tions of the sacred S:riptures, granted us by
the Bible Stand of the Crystal Palace.
Last Sunday evening, at our meeting in
Via della Croie, therc was among the hear-
ers present a nobleman,—an Italian count,
—who expressed his great satisfaction ot
what he had heard, and promised to return
with some of his friends next Thursday
evening. Muay the Lord open his heart to
the blessed truth. We find the people
eager to reccive the Seriptures. They have
been too long kept in a starving condition
by the intolerance of. the Antichrist, not

feel a real hunger for the bread of life. We
csk dear brethren . of America, an intercst
in your prayers, so that the Lord, whose
w rk we are doing, may crown our labors
with success.

W. N. Core.
~Novexifkr 28, 1870.— N.‘Bapn':t.
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The cuthartics ured and nppmved of hy
the Phymcm nw mmprmng the various Med -
enl Assaciatigne of this State, are now com-

and sold under the name of -+ Par-
sons’ Purgative Pills. ™

Wecopy the following from an exchange,
which is important il true:—Cbroaic diwr
acha:a of long standing, also dysentery, and

all similar complaints common at this sea-
son of the

1{ (internally) of ** Johneon’s A Um—

.-nt.” .m-w-. *
‘Bm.pﬁmud
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The Gospel may be preached in Rome. This |

The latter place is opposite the Mamertine”

+ can be cured by the use |, ‘e

puted possession by the Baptist bedy, till
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For the Christian Mess nger.

DESBRISAY’S . IIISTORY OF LU-
NENBURG COUNTY.

Mr. Editor,—

In reply to my strictures on the abaove
ramed History, Mr. DesBrisay say# in vin-
dication of himself, that in writing the his-
tory he * had pat the least desire t) do in-
injustice to any denomination.” That he
felt it his ¢ duty to enter as fully as possi-
ble, into the history of the early Churches,
&e.” But it reems that, after rep-ated ‘‘en-
quiries for such information as connected
with.Chester,” and having failed to obtain a
memoir of Rev. Joseph Dimock, heé was
confined to the “Vestry book of the Parish,”
ag the only source of religious information.
He had in his possession, however, somg
knowledge of other denominations —wheth-
cr derived from the said ¢¢ Vestry book ” or
not he docs not tell us—which is comprised
in the following paragraph.

¢ T understood that the byilding in which
the Baptists worshiped, was criginally

———

cxoctld and owned by Pre-byteriang, and’

having heard several d.sputes as to which of
the two hodies it belonged. 1 considercd it
the wisest course not to refer to it.”

Now mark you. the sage conclusion ar-
rived at above is sufficient indication that

the subject referred to was under congidera-

“tion when he wrete ; and with the purity of

‘““ desire” and-the sense of ¢ duty ” after

répe ted und fruitless atteuipts to obtain the
desired information, the sum of Lis know-
ledge -in > reference to. Preshyterians and
Baptists®of Chester was confined to their
‘ dispates™ about the old merting-house,
This teing the case I charitably supposed,
that as he could say nothing good about
them, he came to-the very. pious wml.mon
to be silent.

Now it appears-to me, that if the ahose
quotations from Mr. T)esBrisny’s letter can
be regirded a8 a candid and honest state-
ment of the case, it is tantamount to a
canfes<ion, of all but entire ignorance of
evonts conneeted with any other denomina-
tion of christians in Chester, except thc
Church of England. The reader will there-
fore readily perceiv:, that although ke
«“ failel to see” the dilemma in which [
left him at the close of a former article, ne
hag by his own confession, deliberately
thrown himself upon one of its horns.—
Which one [ need not say.

But Mr. Editor, I think it is only paying
a well dederved compliment to Mr. DesBri-

say's intelligence, when T place: Lhim on

tfe oth r horn of the dilemma. 1 cannot

belicva for asmoment, that Le was so igno-

rant - of the early history, of his native
township, »s his own statements seem to in-
dicate. A more rational view of the case
is, that in the face of delinquencics as an
historian, for which ke could find no valid
excuse, he flies away into the regions of the
past, and by some mysterious power con-
trives to effect a resurreetion of some alledg, d
¢ disputes "—Ilong since buried and forgot-
ten—as a miserable subter fuge, by which he
vainly endeavours to back out and shake
himself free from responsibility or blame.
This is not so easily vccomplished.  Had he
been desirous of obtaining information in
reference to the‘B'lptiqt denomination. he
could have had aceess to copious church
records, reaching as far back at least, as
1811, and there are persons now living in
the vicinity of Chester who from the abun-
dant stores of their memory alone, could
have furnisbed Jhim with facts and occur-
rences which, while they would have en-
riched the pages and enhanced the value of
his history, would bave, at the same time
given to future generations a fair represen-
tation of, at least, one denomination besides
his own.

The truth in reference to the meeting-
house referred to, as far as [ have been able
to ascertain, is that the frame was bmlt. and
the outside furnished by the Proab) terians.
Indecd, at the time of its ervection “the in-
babitants of Chester were mostly, if not all
I’codubupt.ist.i.' But 8o rapid was the sub-

| sequent progress of Baptist principles—

especially under the ministry of Rev. Jos.
Dimock — that nearly, if not all,
nal proprietors of the house or their heirs,
embraced Baptist sentiments and of course,
still I eld possession of their property, not
as Preshyterians  but Buptists, and, to the
Lest of my knowledge, in the absence of any
Just or legal claim by any other denomina-
property bas been held in undis-

the present time. In fact, Ldo not hesitate

indnﬂr:mtbﬂhm “to say that the Baptist church in Chester

in its early Mmmdpmpdb

the origi--
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| tion side by side with his,

of converts fiom other denominations, many
of its mémbers at the present day, refer to
their ancestors as belonging to the Presby-

’te.rmns or the Church of England. Mr.

Desirisay gives us the names of the first
church wardens and vestry men of what he
pleases to call the ¢ first church ” in Ches-
ter, but he does not tell us that one,at
least, of the three vestry men, Fraklin G.

| Etter, Esq., a man of acknowledged piety

and worth—notwithstanding dll the force
of early training and prejudices together
with his long connection with the ¢ estab-
lished church,” “became convinced of his
error in reference to the subjects and mode
of baptism, sought and reccived “& New
Testament baptism® at the hands of a bap-
tist minister, and remained a worthy mem-
ber of that church till death.

But I have another account to set-
tle with Mr. DesBrisay. Under the head
of Temperance he says; ‘‘ Excepting the
christian church, one of the greatest bless-
ings to the county has been the spread of
Total Abstinedce.” And after referring to
the different temperance organizations and
the marked success attending them, he says
again. * There i# no- more honored name
ondhe list of those who have labored in this
good work, than that of the Rev. James C.
Cochran, A. M. During many years while
Rector of Lunenburg, he publicly advocated
totl abstinence with ability and earnest-
ness in different districts, and enforced it by
his own example. ~ Many persons have felt
themselves indebted to him under God, for °
having led them back from the drunkard’s
downwardcgz}th, to sobriety and useful-
ness.” po

Now I have not theleast fault to fnd
with this. [ do believe, from all I have
heard of the Rev. gentleman referred to,
that I can say a hearty Amen to everyword
of it. Far be it from me to endeavour to
detract from him oneiota of the credit that
is justly due. I do most sincerely honor

‘| the names of those men whose silvery locks

and stately forms are seen moving foremost
in the ranks of the temperance army.—
And where it possible I would place an ac-
ditional laurel on his venerable brow. But
I think in my very heart, and with all can-
dour and honesty, I say that in my humble
opinion "the name of the Rev. Joscph
Dimock, as an indefatigable worker in the
cause of Total Abstinence is worthy of men-
If I am not
mistaken he was one of the pioneers of the
temperance movement in the county, and
what is said of the Rev. Mr. Cochran in
connection with Lunenburg, may be as
trathfully said of the Rev. Mr. Dimock in
connection with Chester. And moreover,
I am greatly mistaken in the character of
the venerable gentleman referred to—still
living in Halifax—if he would not most
cheerfully accord to Rev. Joseph Dimock
the meed of praise, so well earned by his
indefatigable labours in the cause of tempe-
rance, and his firm adhesion to the principles
of Total Abstinence while he lived. How
strange then that such favouritism should

appear on the pages of a History, unless it
is s:tnbutable to the strong predilections of
the Hitsorian. 2

Other portions of the history exhibiting

the same one-sided features, deserve to be
noticed ; but I forbear at present.

This commumcat:on ot course, will re-
ceive no notiee from Mr DesBrisay, that is,
if he is a man of his word. Allow me to
tell him however, that that is a matter of
indifference to me, 80 long as I feel confident
that an mbellngent and discerning public
will sustain me in standing up for truth and
justiee, and in leadmg for ¢ honour to
‘whom honeur is due.’

Yours trul¥ :

AIR Pray.
Chester, Dec. 27th, 1870.

P.S.—I stated in my last that Rev. Mr.
Se ccomb’s name was mentioned only twice.
I believe it does appear in one or two other
pm F P.

e ween

e For-the Christian Messenger.
IN MEMORIAM.
MRS, MARY BOGGS.

On Tuceday, Dec. 20th, 1870, Mary,
wife of Rev. W. B, Boggs, fell asleep in
Jesus, She suffered much during the last
two or three years, which rendered her
christian life less active than it would other-
wise have been, but she was patient and
ancomplaining through all her pain‘and
weakness, Being naturally reserved and
uncommunicative, her religion was not
demonstrative, but 1t exerted a quiet powe:

and sweet influence over her life. She was

.00t surprised. when informed that she could

not recoyer, but was calm and oon“ont
trusting in Jesus ; and left to her loved ones
a blessed assurance that she hu entered
into the ** rest that remains. for mp‘-‘oph

'o(God" « Neither mthoydko;”‘-n.

for they are ogud unto the angels,




