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For the Christian Messenger, 

MENTAL CULTURE. 

Mr. Editor ,— 

Perhaps no subject of a secular character 

“is ‘more deserving-of full “and elaborate 

di cussion than the one already started in 

reference to Collegiate Reform. Acadia 

College and its relations to sound general 

education comes up every year for the 

earnest conkideration of all our denomi- 

national gatherings, Acadia + College is 

regarded as the pet, the idol of the Baptists 

of the Lower Provinces—or as it was 

termed by our old veteran pioneers of Col- 

leginte Education the child of Providence, 

It is with no small satisfaction, therefore, 

that I noticed the appearance of somearticles 

in your last issue adverting to this same in- 
teresting topic. The greatest sin of the 

present day is that of indifference. There 

are important matters ever demanding 

public consideration, which multitudes who 

are capable of grappling with then, are too 

indolent and indifferent to handle. 

[ am by no means inclined to regret that 

the writers reférred to, felt ealled upon to 

differ from me in my ideas and conclusions 

—fuir criticism and intelligent opposition 

are pleasing always to the candid secker for 
truth, and beneficinl too, as calenluted to 

bring out the real merits of & question, 

I must bandy a word or too for the snke 

of courtesy with Plebius "— patronizing, 
facetious ** Plehwus "Nothing in his com 
munication deserves any attention of itself, 

but I may as well inform your cynical 
scribe at the outset that 1 do not engage in 

this discussion for the purpose of discover- 
ing whether he, or I, or anybody else, can 

say the most witty and biting things, or 
send forth the most powerlul current of 

sarcasm or inveetive,, 1 write only with a 
view to directing public attention nmong 
Baptists to the wants of our College in 
viaw of the spirit of the age and the re- 
quirements of the times, I want to meet 
this matter face to face, fairly and squarely, 
sincerely and honestly. 1 trast all who 
volunteer communications on this subject 

will trent it in this spirit. 
Another writer, ** True Culture,” deserves 

praise for his maoly and dignified method of 

“treatment. | perused his article carefully 
more than once, _l think he must “pardon 

me for hazarding the opinion that it was a 

very incomplete answer to the facts and 
arguments which 1 adduced in my two 
previous communications, Let him carc- 

fully read his article again, and I am sure 

he will see whatall sound judges must have 
seen, that it is just a catalogue of bald as- 
sertions—mere statements, + Id believe,” 

“1 dosny,” ** 1 do think,” was the extent 

of his logic. For instance, he says !—** Let 

the views of your correspondent be univer. 
sally adopted in Colleges, ard in one or two 
generations sound learning would degene- 

rate into seiolism,” Give us the proof, 

and [ am content, I might annex a simi- 

lar comment to.every sentence of his pro- 

duetion,~—and that is abou! all the answer 

his communication admits of, 

Having been long interested in this mat- 
ter of Classics] Education, and for a long 

time sceptical as to its wonderful eflicney as 
a means of Mental Culture, | have taken 

pans to converse at length with its warmesy 
and soundest advocates — desiring carnestly, 
il possitile, to discover what its much vaunt- 
ed virtues really were. 1 have invariably 
went away unsatisfied —unenlightened. — 
The champions of classical learning have a 

fashion of talking vaguely about * mental 
growth and expansion,” —* full develop 
ment "and such like, but what these 

really mean, or what Classics ean do to pr. - 

duce them, 1 could never fully understand, 
But | find ir is quite useless to arrive nt 

the min point of the question by consider 
ing it wm this manner. ft all reduces to a 

few practical considerations, which common 
sense can decide, and the most simple 
comprehend. 1 will mention one or two 
that occur to me, which I think are in 

point, 

A glance at the past history of the world 
gives me great reason for faith in human 
progress, | see an age wmuny centuries 
past when, according to the popular idea, 
Scholar and sephist were synonymous, The 
Ariswtelian gystem of logic was carried to 
most whsurd hairspliting, and the great 

ambition of the wouldsbe-schelar was to fill 
whole hooks with logical niceties about a 

point not deserving a moment's considera- 

tion. Passing hy sundry intervening trans- 
mutations in the ideal gf true scholarship, 

U discover another ngd, much later, when 

learned mon concerved « mania for anvient 

‘Dactylie and Trochuic measure. 

“could have done so safely. 

lore— grew wild over Greslan and Roman 
relics. Every body who sought to gain the 
honors of schofrship must needs devote so 

many years of his life to Homer, Sophocles, 

Herodotus, Virgil, Ovid and Plato. All 

wisdom was centred in these wores of 

ancient learning—all woderns were fools or 

buffoons, Lords’ sons were compelled to 

davote all their school days to scanning 

“Tor this 
state of things Classics became fashionable, 

and every student desired to ttady them to 
keep pace with the times. I see still later 

a period open when men begin to grapple— 
not with ** shows ” and ** appearances” but 
with living realities —to leave day shstrac- 
tions to deal with considerations of vital 

practical importance, From the dawning 

of this Epoch to the present day I have 
seen clussicnl study steadily losing ground, 

and year by year losing its prestige, Need 
I nek why? 

I would beg to submit one or two simple 
questions. Why are those of our scholars 
who are more than half a century old, all 
masters of the Classics, while our young 

rising scholars are poorly stored with 

Classic lore, and bid fair to make small 

progress in that direction? Why is it that 
half a century ago a college graduate could 
read the classics with ease and fluency, 

while a graduate of to day can scarcely 

blunder over the simplest piece of Latin 
prose? Do these facts neccessarily denote 

retrogression— in culture, 

mental power? 
I state, Mr. Editor, as a fact, and I defy 

contradiction, that nine-tenths of our col- 

lege graduates possess but the barest smat- 

tering of the Classics— that -they cannot 

read their review Classics without diction. 
ary—and possibly other aids; and that when 
they get out into the world they find few or 

no inducements worth considering, to pur- 

sue, or even retain,"what little they know. 

These may be considered rough statements, 
but they are as true as the fact of our 

existence. 

Make Classical studies elective, eh? No, 
their friends dare not do it, They know 

full well that scarce a student would deign 
to study them, Yet fifty years ago they 

The times have 

soholarship or 

changed. 

[ have not yet exhausted the reasons for 
my belief, and I hold myself in readiness 

for further objections, 
MobpeErN CULTURE, 

A SERRE EE fro 

For the Christian Messenger, 

THE COLLEGE AND MENTAL 
CULTURE, 

LETTER 11. 

Dear Str,=— ro 

In my last. letter the attention of your 
readers was directed to the subject of 
Colleges in general, and my design was to 
vindicate their practice of requiring stu- 
dents to spend a cousiderable portion of 
their time-on the Classics and the Matha- 
matics. 

Your corregpondent seems particularly 
anxious about Acadia College, and desires 
to have its curriculum improved, as he 

thinks it would be, by the introduction of 

other studies. If those other studies are 
designed to supercede the Classics and 

Mathematics, | can give him no hope of 

success Acadin’s policy resembles that of 

McGill, Toronto, Brown, Harvard, and a 

host of others in this continent, in all 

which Colleges it is essential that the grad- 

uates be well grounded in the Classics and 
the Mathematics, * Otherwise the degrees 
(to adojt your correspondent's elegant 

phraseology) would not be ** worth » but- 

ton,” 

The additions that have been made to the 
ordinary College curriculum within the 
lust fifty years have been supposed neces. 
sary, on account of the advanced state of 
knowledge. But I think it may be doubted 
whether it is not an extension of breadth | 

at the expense of depth, It would have 
been better, in the opinion of excellent | 

judges, to lengthen the term of study. As 

it is, our young men giin a mero Smatter- 
ing of knowledge of many subjects, a fuller 

acquaintance with which could be obtained 
if sufficient time were employed. 

It is questionable, too, whether it would 
pot be a great improvement to postpone 
some soquisitions till the close of the College 
course, A college gradunte, for instance, 
would learn French and German in ball 

the time, and much more accurately, than 

if he had undertaken those studies during 

his residence in College. The same remark 

will apply to the sciences, the mere elements 
of which, and nothing wore, can be learned 
if the curriculum is to be so unmercifully 
eruwded. The establishment of scicmtific 

surd, and lutally injurious to any College, 

schools meets the want in the I est manner. 

There the students study the sciences, and 

nothing else, and acquire a’ proficiency 

which can be obtained in no other way. 

* Modern Culture’ complains that the 

study of Classics and Mathematics is **com- 

pulsory.” He desiderates more ‘¢ elective ” 

studies. Young wen, he thinks, should be 

allowed to choose for tliemselves. He for- 

gets that this liberty is already enjoyed at 
Acad; At p. 13, of the Catalogue it is 

stated that ¢ the studies are arranged with 

reference to the wants of students who in- 

tend to take the full course of four years; 

at the same time provision is made to ac- 

commodate all who may wish to study for 

a shorter period in any department, if they 

are prepared to work with existing classes, 

Such students, when they leave College, 

can have Certificates of proficiency aceord- 

ing to their atiainimente.” This is liberal 

enough, assuredly, But it would be ab. 

to grant a degree to a student for proficiency 

in the studies of his choice, thus ignoring 

the laws and arrangements of the lnstitu- 

tion, and constituting the pupils, rather 

than the Faculty, the judges of fitness. 

The value of such a degree would be prae- 

tically nil. 

I observe that those Colleges which have 

enlarged the curriculum jealously guard 

the honour of their degrees. They offer to 

students certain facilities for gaining scien- 

tific knowledge ; but to those who choose to 

epend their time chiefly in that pursuit they 

do not give the College diploma, but one 

specially invented fur the occasion. The 

“B. A. is reserved for those who take the 

full course. The scientific student, if qual- 
ified, Becomes a *‘ B, Se.’’, which title, 

honourable and deserved as it may be, indi- 
cates no amount of literary excellence, 

I grant that the wants of Acadia College 

are many and great. A Professorship of 

Civil Engineering is wanted. A Professor- 

ship of English Literature is wanted. A 

Professorship of Modern Languages is 
wanted. A Professorship of Oriental Lan- 

guages—particularly Syrine, Arabic and 
Sanscrit—is wanted. A Professorship of 

Natural History— especially Botany and 
Zoology—is wanted. A Professorship of 

Natural Philosophy — including Optics, 
Pneumatics, Statice, and FElectricify—is 

wanted. (One Professor of Science in a 

College is ridiculously insufficient.) And 

the Classical Professorship ought to be 

divided. There should be a Professor of 
Latin and a Professor of Greek, 

- 

arrived from a village whicé Miss DeWolfe 

and I spent a little time in the dry season, 

and they have availed themselves of the 

opportanity of writing to the * Mamas,” 

and wiil look anxiously fora word in return, 

One says, they read the Bible continually bat 

it is hard to understard, and the impression 

they leave on my mind as 1 read the one 

prayer of all to be patient in continual 

prayer for them, is a most painful rence of 
the utter inndequateness of the means em- 

ployed to reach and enlighten these simple- 

minded, ignorant and waiting people. It is 

a puinful thing to know that u willing peo- 

ple are seeking from us the Bread of life, 

and #o few are ministering to their nccessi- 

ties. We have many interesting cases in 

our school, One that I have felt particular 

interest in, as he is in my own classes, is a 

boy about twelve years of age, a child of 

heathen parents, and nll whose relatives are 

heathen, [lis mother died while he was quite 

young, and a few years ince his father fell 

from a tree and was killed. This boy has 
joined himself to the Christians, learned 

what he could in the jungle and found his 

‘way here to school, He told me there was 

another heathen boy, his playmate, who 

wanted to come, but he was afraid he could 

not get clothes, Then I noticed how care- 

fully the little fellow had mended his one 

jacket, and 1 could not but think God 

would honor the faith that led him to come 

and trust, not knowing, ~~He talks often of 

little brother the story of Jesus—but he 

wants to understand the Bible first himselt 

so that he can help them, His howe ir up 

atpong the mountains; and the very tones of 

his voice shew that he does not belong to 

the Christian villages, 

I might write of many others who give 

promise of doing much yet for the 

Master's kingdom. It seems to me if the 
people would invest a little in training na- 

tive pastors, as well asin taking up those that 

others have trained, it might prove no vain 

or unsatisfactory outlay. From thirty to 
forty dollars a year will amply support one 

throughout the whole course of study for 
the ministry, And though many can and 

do win their own way through, perhaps 

somo faint thata little aid would have 
carried safely to the end of the journey. 
For a poor boy to leave home and spend 
eight or ten years in study means the same 
and more out here than it does at home. 

Yet let ue not forget that while those 

here have some knowledge of Christ and 

are on the road to civilization, thousands 

These are large wants, They can only 

be supplied by an ample endowment. 1t is 

idle to talk of enlarging the curriculum 

and appointing new Professors, while the 

income of the College fils to meet its pre 

sent expenditure, - If the wealthy men who 

inhabit the Counties of Kings, Annapolis 

and Yarmouth felt as they ought the impor- 

tance of education they would not hesitate 

to provide the needful funds, both for exist 

ing wants and for prospective enlargement 

Fifteen thousan! dollars will endow a Pro- 

fessorship. Which County will take the 

initiative ? May we look to Annapolis for 

a Professorship of Modern Languages ? 
I believe that I am correct in saying that 

‘the Governors have learned wisdom by ex 

perience. They must have the full endow- 
ment for a Professorship before they ap- 

point another Professor, Nothing less will 
satisly them, It will not be sufficient to 

promise annual support for a limited period, 

The full sum of fifteen thousand dollars 

must be raised, or the amount of the Pro- 

petuity, 
AN Ex GuverNOR oF AcADiA CoLLEGR 

Oct, 20, 1871, 

ErratuM.—In my former lwtter your 
printer gave an incorrect orthography 

to ¢ pons asimorum,"’ as may he seen by 

referring to my wanuseript. 

— A ee > 

For the Christian Messenger, 

LETTER FROM MISS NORRIS, 

The following letter to the Secretary of 
the N, 8. Central Board will he read with 
interest by all the members of the Woman's 

Missionary Aid Societies ;— 

Hexruaps, Aug. 10, 1871 

My Dear Mrs. Selden ,— 
I do not wish to give you the oppurtunity 

to forget me, though I have been detained 
longer than ususl from any communication 
We have had much sickness in the school 
this seuson, though it secms now to have 

passed by. Our own household has been he- 
reaved of a dear little child, who has carried 
many thoughts with her to heaven, 

As 1 wrote, a Karen girl brought me in | 
three letters from the jungle, I have 
stopped to rend them. A wan has just 

fessor’s sulury securely guaranteed in per-. 

beyond, as ready for the Gospel as these, have 

not had ene word yet spoken to them, and 
are sinking into utter night, while Chris. 

tians are consulting as to the risk involved 

in any endcavar to save them. How 
precious the promise that the world shall 

yet be filled with the knowledg of the 

glory of God! 
| am us ever, 

Yours in €hrist Jesus, 

tH. M. Norris, 

For the Christian Messenger. 

A LATIN HYMN. 

Mr. Editor — 

As | was driving down to the -Conven. 

tion, at Yarmouth, I got interesting myself 

ove day in translating into Latin the beauti- 

fal hymn commencing 

“ Come thou Fount of every blessirg.” 

1 succeeded so well in my own estimation 

that | bad the vanity to submit my per- 

formance to the inspection of friends, and 

among others | sent it to a Latin scholar. 

[le sent me in return a very courteous re- 

ply, made some rewarks, ruther non-com- 

mittal, ns you may well suppose, on my 

work, and made some reference. to the 

labors ol others in the same line, but sent 

me the copy of a translation of Watts's 

touching hymn, commencing : 

“ When I survey the wondrous cross,” 

which my friend pronounces the hest trans- 

lation into Latin that he has seen of a 

modern hymn, not excepting Gladstone's 

“ Rock of Ages.” In aadition to all the 

knowledge | buve gained and regained re- 

specting that splendid old tongue, by my 

attempts to translate a hymn into it, (and 

even this has amply repaid me for all my 

labor), | cannot but deem the translation so 

Kindly $ent me ty Dr , of itsell an 

ample reaard. 
Oh! I love that hymn! I remember 

reading it once in: a meeting, about thirty 

years ago, with such emotions ol soul as 

language would (ail tw deseribe, 1 hwnd 

just been carried up to the ** Mount of 

Transfiguration,” had seen the Saviour in 

his glory, bad henrd Moses and Elijuh 
talking, had caught glim ses of the celest- 

ial city, and had, literally and without ex- 

going back to tell his relatives and Lis one 
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aggeration, *‘ rejoiced with joy unspeak- 

able and full.of glory!” I went into the 

pulpit and opened the hymnbook at ran- 

dom. My eye lell on that hymn, (834 in 
the Psalmist), and [ read “it. Every line, 
every word scemed to piene and thrill my 

very soul, It took me weeks to find it 
In fact I should never have found 

it again until this day had it not been a 

familiar hymn, the words being distinetly 
remembered as also the page and the exact 
place in the page, where it had appeared. 

Oh I can remember how I felt my whole 

soul thrown into the lust stanza : 

again, 

¢ Were the whole realm of nature mine 
“That were a present far too small! 

“t Love so amazing, so divine, 

** Demands my lite, my soul, my all. 

And I bless God that the experience of 

nearly thirty years since has not led me to 

retract that vow. 
l enclose for the Messenger the Latin 

translation referred to. Many of your 

renders will be able to read and appreciate 

it, 1 am persuaded ; and I will not suspect 

the rest of such selfishness as would de- 

prive *‘ others of a rich treat” because 

they cannot taste it themselves. 
have the impressive, original. 

They 

S. x. 

Mira crucis dum contemplor, 
Rex qua pendet glorie, 

Lueraw omne damnum duco, 
I1ludo superbize, 

Absit ! absit ! gloriari 
Nisi in morte Domini ; 

Nihil est quod ron postponam 
Redemptoris sanguini. 

Defluit ex fronte sacra, 
Perforatis manibus, 

Mixtus amor cum dolore ; 
Defluit ex pedibus. 

Mixtus amor cum dolore 
Quando tantus adfuit ; 

Et coronam tam regalem, 
Quando #pina pracbuit? 

Mundum si donare possim 
Parum id appareat 

Minus ; amor tam divinus 
Memet BAN. necro 

ET —— 

Rigsionary Intelligence. 

SIAM. 

Lerrer ¥roM DR. DeiN.—The Chinese 

in Siam.— Bangkok, Feb, 9, 1871.—The 

work among the Chinese is ef more im- 

portance than among the Siamese, beth at 

present and as relates to the future. The 

mission was estatlished here when our 

missionaries could not enter China, and a 

missionary here to.day has access to as 
many Chinamen as he could have in China 
itself. Very few Chinamen are found up 
at Ayuthia, but the same is not true in 
other places, Here in Bangkok there are 
thousands of Chinese who must depend 
entirely upon our Board for their know- 
ledge of the gospel. Hundreds come here 
every year from China, and nearly all 
speak our dialect. Sometimes 500 come in 
a single ship. Some return to China every 
year, but the Chinese population is evi- 
dently increasing very rapidly, 

The Uninese constitute the bone and 
muscle ; and a good part of the brain of 
thie country, The agricultural and manu. 
facturing interests depend "almost entirely 
upon: the Chinese, and the commerce is to 
a great extent in their hands. 

W hat their tuture history will be in this 

country, we cannot predict ; but it is very 
evident that their influence will never be 
less than it now is, If difficulties arise in 

China, compelling our brothers to vacate 

Swatow ter a time, they could find ample 

work here, We have frequently the plea- 

sure of welcoming native brethren from the 

Swatow churches, 

two lifge rivers west of us there are hun- 
dreds of Chinamen, whom We can very 

seldom visit on account of our small force 

here. 
As near ae | can judge, the population of 

Banplasoi must be nearly or quite 10,000, 
the majority of whom can speak our dialect. 
I helieve China is to be converted within its 

own horders ; bit as this station is fairly es. 

tablished, and as its influence is constantly 

increasing, I cannot feel that it would 

right to diminish the number of influentia 

workers, 

| believe, however, that the churches 

and at the out-stations would not die, even 

though the missionaries should be removed, 

For | have faith enough to believe they are 

known to the Lord as ** branches of His 

planting, as the work of His hands.” 

Chinese Medical Notions. — April 14, 

After worship this evening it was reported 

tha two bears had been killed this morn- 
in the jungle, and brought into market, A 

On the banks ef the 

Chinese doctor present inquired with great 


