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Poetry. 
BEHOLD, I STAND AT THE 

DOOR AND KNOCK. 

There is a solemn question, 

To which I must reply; 
Shall I acoept the Savior, 
Or all his claims deny? 

Behold. he standeth knocking 
Upon my bosom door, 

Perhaps if now he ceaseth, 
"Twill be for evermore, 

Oh, shall I now receive him, 

Accept him and believe bim? 
Or shall I now refuse to hear, 

And bid him go away! _ 

How long he hath been waiting, 
My heart alone can tell; 

How patiently ———- 
My conscience knoweth well. 

What words of solemn warning, 
What promises of love, 

His voice hath, ever pleaded, 
My stony heart to move, 

Oh, shall I now receive him, ete. 

The question must be answered, 
The time will soon be past ; 

It will not do to-morrow, 
To-day may be my last, 

I either must reject him 
And choose the world of sin, 

Or open freely to him, 
And bid him enter in. 
Oh, shall I now receive him, eto. 

Oh, on that awful morning, 
When he upon his throne, 

Shall summon all before him 
Who life on earth have known ; 

How shall I'stand before him, 
And look upon his face, 

If, while he here entreateth, 
“ 1 scorn his offered grace ? 

Oh, shall I now receive him, ete. 

Archibald Alexander Stevenson. 

~ Religions. 
APOSTOLIC MISSIONS: THE GOS. 

PEL FOR EVERY CREATURE. 

BY JOSEPH ANGUS, D. D, 

“And he said unto them, Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the Gospel 10 every crea- 
smre."=—Mark xvi. 15. 

(Concluded.) 
Carefully mark once more what the 

duty is, and how, in the light of the 
Gospels and of the Acts, it is to be ful- 
filled. In the three years of our Lord's 
ministry he travelled three times over 
‘Galilee. Three times he travelled 
through Judea and visited Jerusalem. 
He preached for weeks at Capernaum, 
his home, and a border town where 
wany were coming aud going. Six 
months he labored in Persea ; twice, at 
least he was in Samaria. Twice he 
sent out disciples—the twelve—the 
seventy ; and in all these districts there 
were believers — hundreds of them 
though no church was yet formed. 
Such was his three years’ work—an 
idinerant home rg Sng per. 

n haps three millions of people: five 
sad twenty years Paul travelled three 
Wmes over a great part of Asia Minor 

~ and Europe. Twice he was kept as 
prisoner for two years—at Caesarea and 
at Rome, preaching to all who came to 
him, and especially ‘to successive sol- 
diers to whom he was chained. At 
ene place he wintered ; at another he 
spent a year and a half ; at a third two 
whole years. If churches were formed, 
he encouraged others from amoung the 
shurches themselves to take the over- 
sight of them, sending written instruc- 
ons for their government, Those in- 
structions are now the inspired hand- 
books, which we give in a printed form 
to our eonverts, and which are, under 
(od, the means of the growth and per- 
manence of our societies. This mis. 
sionary rented buildings and used the 
houses of those who were disposed to 
receive him. He took nothing of the 
Gentiles, +. ¢., of the unconverted ; but 
Ploeduly acknowledged the gifts of all 

w ristians who ministered to his 
necessities, and yet was ready to work 

| ¢ might 
preach u free Gospel, and maintain his 

ence. 
Ia this spirit he fravelled from Jeruss- 

with’ his own hands, that 

sharacter for disinterested inde 

lox even unto Illyricum, full 

of Uhrist. Fellow helpers he found or | di 
made wherever he went ; so that with- | England's national honor were at stake ; 

in thirty years after the ascension, the | if 
sound of the voice of the first preachers 
—the music of their message as the 
terms imply—had gone out into all the 
earth, and their words to the ends of 

the world. And I believe it demon- 
strable that with Apostles, Messengers | Christ's command, and the world's 

needs, fail to move? I repeat it—It 
can be done ! 

of the Churches, 
call them, of a like spirit, we are able to 
do for our world, in the way of preach- 
ing, more than Paul and the Apostles 

"ber of men fell on both sides in the 

{alk kinds that surround this enterprise 

RSES— 

iasionaries, as we 

Take the least favorable case. 
Suppose that this work is to be done by 
members of Churches in Christendom 
only, +. e, in Europe and America. 
We might need fifty thousand preach- 
ers, and their support might amount to 
ten or fifteen millions a year for tem 
years. In that time,and by such an 
agency the Gospel be preached, and 
preached repeatedly to every man wo- 
wan and child on earth! 

It seems a great company — fifty 
t"ousand preachers. And yet the num- 
ber is not more than one per cent, 
of our Evangelical Church members. 
Three or four out of every hundred 
members of Baptist Churches in Eog- 
land and America would yield all we 
need. ‘England sent as many men to 
the Crimea to take a single fortress and 
to keep up for a few years a Moham- 
medan despotism, Ten times the num- 

reat American war, to set free three or 
our millions of slaves. Five hundred; 

rene’ ago the crusades had cost more 
ives, and they sought to win from men 
well nigh as chivalrous as the invaders, 

a material Jerusalem and an earthly 
“sovereignty.” And cannot fifty thous- 
and redeemed men be found to win 

back the world to Jesus Christ? Have 
our hymns no meaning ? 
“0 send fen thousand heralds forth, 
From east 10 wess, from south to north, 
To blow the trump of Jubilee, 
And peace proclaim from sea to sea.” 

It seems a great sum—a hundred 
and fifty millions in ten years—yet it 
is less than three pounds a year from 
each member of Evangelical Churches 
in Europe and America. England 
alone spends as much as the whole 

hundred and fifty millions every two 
Joy on intoxicating drinks, The 

lessings of civil government, imperial 
and local, cost Britain every year two- 
thirds of the whole sum. The Crimean 
war cost a hundred millions ; the Ame- 

rican war more than ten times as much. 
An annual tax of tenpence in the pound 
on the income of Great Britain alone 
would yield the fifteen millions we need. 
Nay, more : It would be easy to find 
ten thousand professing Christians who 
could give it all! 

Looking only at men and money, is 
it not self-evident that it can be done? 

But, in fact, the process is less cost- 
ly than I have supposed. In America 
and England, and generally cn the con- 
tinent of Europe, the Gospel might be 
preached—fully and tenderly—witheut 
much more cost than the loving person- 

al labours of our Church members. In 
India there are, say, one hundred and 
fifty millions of heathen. Suppose that 
we could send out at once three thous- 
snd men, who should each spend a 
couple of years in learning ove language 
or more, and go for eight years or ten 
of work. They might gather arsund 
them, or get from existing Churches, 
three thousand more—plain men or 
women, competent to preach the Gospel 
with tenderness and power. And then 
in ten years the Gospel might be preach- 
ed, and preached repeatedly, to all 
India The entire cost of such an 
agency for ten years, and for six thous- 
and agents, need not amount to fifteen 
millions, Five thousand men sent in 
the same way to China, might in the 
same time, evangelize the whole coun- 

. It can be done. 
"4 have m fo the difficulties of 

“ 

— travel, health, unknown regions, bar- 
baroas tribes, the wrath of ove 
who perceives that his time is short. 
I know, or can imagine, them all. But | 

by bis life and by his ol Gospel | I venture to say that, whatever these 

ent value had been discovered—nay, if 
even a Nile were to be traced and 
mapped. Is there a re ot the earth 
that Englishmen coul 
far a consideration ? 

plan so simple and comprehensive—the 
did for the world of their day. preaching of the Gospel and nothing 
To the extent of our ability we are | more, to every creature and nothing less 

to preach it, and we can preach it lo 
all, 

—are clear and decisive. 

mand and the Divine example. 
cation is of value; so is the relief of 
distress ; the relief of suffering ; so are 
‘canals and railroads and commerce, the | a 
implements of a material civilization, 
We honor them all ; but they are most 
honoured when made subservient to the 
Gospel. 

ficulties, they would be overcome if 

diamond-beds or gold-fields of suffici- 

not penetrate, 
And shall 

The recommendations of some such 

There is, first of all, the Divine com- 
Edu- 

When the blessed God step- 

will believe? Is a message. bf human 
sinfulness, of Divine mercy, and of holi- 
ness—in one word, of Christ, and of 

Christ as crucified for us—likely to win 
men who have grown old in sin? 
Must we not rather keep to our schools 
and be content to elevate men by the 
gradual training of a few in each gene- 
ration, till, centuries hence, the whole 

are trained ? I think not. 
tempt of the foolishness of our preach- 
ing has not 
miracles are still deemed essential. 
Wisdom, education, 

for, as the precursor of the 
or its substitute. Yet is the gospel 
more than a sign. It is power itself, 
and the 
than wisdom—it is the wisdom of God. 
Miracles have their place in introducing 

needed to justify us in preaching the 
Gospel, nor were they the means of the 
repentance and faith of the first con- 
verts, 

BS ———————_ 

The con- 

yet died out. Signs, 

is still sought 
gospel 

power of God; and more 

new revelation, but they are not 

The truths we have to preach 

GENERAL FAMILY NEWSPAPER. 

on earth, and His saving health among 
all nations.” + 

need, or money ! 
strations of the sufficiency of our wealth 
and numbers. 
order to use the wealth we have and to 
send the men is a heart of warmer love 
—still greater tenderness and simplici- 
ty, more faith and more prayer; in 
short, the Holy Spirit in us and with 
us. 
preaching takes as granted that it is 
not we who speak, but God who speaks 
by us. 
and the reality of a Divine presence— 
is not this the great need of us all? 

a ————— i —————— 
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And yet ‘it is not so much men we 
Not so much demot- 

What we most need in 

All T have said on the power of 

The consciousness, the temper, 

Yet is it less accessible than the men 
or the money ? Nay, it is more acces- 
sible than either, and * the only thin 
needed for the acquiring of both. If 
God gives us the Spirit—and can we 
doubt his willingness—nothing less es- 
sential will be withheld ! 
Make your contributions to-night 

of the Gos 
Christian 
Some such comprehensive plan, 

moreover will have the advantage 
proving to the world that we believe 
what we profess, viz. that the Gospel 
is God's remedy for human misery and 
sinfulness, and that it is the Church's 
honor.to make it known. Everyone 
sees that our present mgencies, with 
their million a year; for the evangeliza- 
tion of eight hundred millions of people, 
do not mean business ; and there is, in 
consequence, widespread infidelit 
relation to the Gospel and in relation 
to the sincerity of the Christian Church 
herself. . . What an answer it would 
be to Rationalism and Secularism and 
Sectarianism, and Popery and Iofideli- 
ty, in all their forms ; and what a heal- 
thy confirmation of our own faith, if the 
Evangelical churches of Christendom 
were to resolve, in God's strength, to 
rey the Gospel to every creature! 
t would be the fitting reply at once to 

tionalistic 

hurch. 

Papal Infallibility and to 
unbelief. 

business of preaching the Gopel. 

And how our work would simpli 
and extend if we confined it to this 

Many 

ped forth from his place, as philanthro. 
pist,* he gave His law, and prophets, 
and sent His Son. 
improvement he works begins in human 
hearts, and is to spread from within 
outwardly till all is renewed. There 
are, be assured, profound reasons, as 
there is a Divine command, to justify 
the announcement that the preaching 

1 is the first business of the 

And now all the 

y in| ture. 

fy | the tribes that God honored of old. 

—man's guilt, God's free and righteous 
mercy, the necessity of holiness—still 
appeal 10 men's consciences and hearts 
as they did at Jerusalem and at Cor. 
inth ; the preaching. is still followed 
by * greater things” than Christ him- 
self wrought; and, in short, the mes- 

sage of the Cross, delivered as it ought 
te be, with prayer and tears, is still the 
power of God ; and our strength is in 
proclaiming it. Some will not believe, 
but multitudes will; and we shall have 

of | discharged our conscience and have | P 
obeyed our Lord. There will be a 
blessing in the attempt, and in much 
bessdes. 

This, then, is the conclusion-to which 

I come. If the Christian Church will 
give itself to this business of prothing 
the Gospel, it has wealth enough, an 
men enough to preach it in the next 
fifteen or twenly years, to every crea- 

All we need isa * willing mind,” 

done. 

What you can do in this business de- 
pends entirely on what God disposes 

a Pentecostal spirit of prayer, and faith 
and zeal. Only expect what God pro- 
mises to give, only attempt what God 
bids you to do, and the thing will be 

But we are here to-day as a single 
society—what can we do? Does not 
this appeal address itself to the entire 
Church—to the dozen tribes of Israel, 

and not to what is in England one of 
the least of the tribes? No doubt it 
does address itself to all ; but none the 

less to us: It was one of the least of 

something like an adequate expression 
of your appreciation of God's method 
of improving and saving men ; let them 
be the first fruits of more liberal gifts, 
the earnest of more devoted personal 
service, and of more fervent prayers in 
years to come. Amen and Amen. 

REARING YOUNG BAPTISTS. 

arents teach and train their chil 
in the faith they themselves - hold. 
Many professed Baptists do not act so, 
as is painfully evident from the-defee- 
tiens 80 common among young people 
of Baptist parentage. But one worthy 
the name of a true Baptist will be true 
to the teachings he believes Jesus to 
have given Here, then, is the first 
field on which young Baptists are te 
be reared. Children should in their 
own: homes learn the supremacy of 
the Bible as a rule of faith and prae- 
tice. They should learn that the New 
Testament is the sole and the sufficient 
constitution of a Baptist Church, that 
believers’ baptism is the appointed way 
of professing Jesus and assuming the 
obligations of Church membership, that 
a rigidly beld communion is the ap- 
pointed means of keeping sharp and 
clear the line between the church and 
the world. In short, whatever war. 
rants the existence of a Baptist Church 

We may assume that all true S—- 

men would be found of every class and 
of various social positions, competent 
to de this work, but not competent to 
become pastors, and not caring to take 
upon them the business-labors of man 
modern missionaries—good men, full of 
faith, and of the Holy Ghost.- Nay, 
might not our best men—our layman 
aud pastors—whether young or old, be 
prepared to give five years or ten, or 
parts of every year, to this specific 
work, who are not prepared to become 
missionaries for life, in the common 
mening of the term. What enormous 
anxieties would be spared us in connex- 
ion with mission buildings and churches 
and schools—the dead weight of man 
existing agencies. All these things 
would eome in time, but they would 
come indenpedently of those who make 
it their business to precch the Gospel. 
Churches could be formed by thousands; 
but they would be left to their New 
Testament, and to native pastors, being 
commended, not selfishly, but from en- 
lightened conviction, “to God and to | 
the word of His grace.” =~ A freer 
Christian life might be the result of such 
an arrangement ; but the life would be 
more true, more natural, and, [ believe, 
more abiding, 
And what a blessing it would be to 

he heathen to i hundreds ‘ mh in 
eir eountry al pesaania substantiall 

the same gospel, and all pointing for 
details of spiritual and ecclesiastical 
life to the same book! oko 

It can be done. It is our duty to do 
it, Sr there will be the bless ne 
in the attempt. Yes, you say, in 
attempt, but in any thing Leaides ? 
Can we without miracles hope that men | 

re to do; on what, speaking from the 

tists the only Christians on earth, I. 

Y | sufficient to meet this call. 

Y | Gospel to every creature Fug ambition, 

uman side, you will do. Were Bap. 

believe they would have men and wealth 
But I am 

asking less at your hands. Do your 
share! * Fifty thousand men” means, 
forty from the Metropolitan Tabernacle, 
and five from Walworth Road, and five 

from this assembly. Fifteen millions a 
year means three pounds a year, on 
the average, from each of us. Do your 
share ! 
The Divine method of missions has 

been briefly marked out. Work to this 
model ; make the preaching of the 

your passion, as it was Paul's. Begin 
with your children and your friends. 
Continue in your business that you may 
have the more to give. Take it up as 
work, not as play. 

If to-morrow our Committee were to 
resolve to help no pastors and aid no 
buildings, but restrict themselves and 

their agents to the double duty of 
preaching Christ to those who have 
never heard His name, and of giving 
His Word to the Church and to the 

world, they would make less change in 
their plans organization than any So- 
ciety I know. This is largely their 
method now, Help them to keep to 
it and to carry it through. Let their 
Freon: hide hoy mom of md 
0 ev ts with simple wor 

Fouling few, though noble qualifica. 
tions—Ilove, insight, faith. And let 
our resolution be to give, not single 
guineas, but fives, tens and hundreds 
—sums we think we can ll spare ; 

) 

~ 

should be taught to our children. If 
we are right in remaining in this den- 
ominational connection, we are right 
in teaching.our reasons therefor, 

But there are many children not 
under .the care of true Baptists. If 
these are properly reared, it must be 
through the work of the church ; and 
her chief agenoy for training the young 
is the Sunday-school. Jy theo, 
must we find provision for teaching all 
truth, Have we it? Have we that 
clear knowledge among our teachers, 
and bave we such arrangement of 
lesson topics and of lessons as will 
secure the indoctrination of the young * 
If we are thus equipped, let us use 
our equipments. If we are not so 
squipped, let us arise and bestir our- 
selves. (God has made ample provision 
for thus qualifying us. The rearing of 
these young scholars is needful. . 
then, and at it, brethren; and the Head 
of the church will bless you abundantly. 
Thon, too, as future gemerations rise 
to fill our places, they will be clear in 
dootrine and strong in faith ! and these 
rolling on their influence, will for fa- 
ture generations achieve till more 
thao the best of their predecessors ever 
did.— Baptist Teacher, 

Cc mow vo 

BISHOP STROSSMAYER'S 
SPEECI AT THE VATICAN 

COPNCIL. 

The Guardian publishes a transla- 
tion of the celebrated speech of Bisho 
Strossmayer at the Vatican Council. 
It 1has not appeared in Sagan before. 
It bas been recently published in Flor- 

a + 4 vi 

the Gospel.” . We cannot, as we pe- 

ruse it, be muoh surprised at the com- 

‘motion i§ excited. * Penetrated,” he 

said, ** with the feeling of responsibiliy 

ence under the title of * The Pope and
 

i 

S
o
 

E
T
 

E
E
T
 
I
 

C
T
I
 

x
 

a
 


